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These records have been selected from the databases held by the Botanical Society of Britain & 

Ireland. 

 
The records that form the basis for this work were made by botanists, most of whom were amateur 

and some of whom were professional, employed by government departments or undertaking 

environmental impact assessments. 
 

This publication is intended to be of assistance to conservation and planning organisations and 

authorities, district and local councils and interested members of the public. 

 
My thanks go to all those who have contributed records over the years ï particularly Carol Crawford, 

Angus Hannah and Gill Smart - and to Chris Metherell, supported by the BSBI, for help with the 

original layout of this report. 
 

É D. Lang 2020 
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Introduction 
 

This Register is intended to record details of the occurrence of rare plants in vice-county 75, 

Ayrshire. It has been produced as part of a national initiative based on the Botanical Society 

of Britain and Ireland (BSBI) vice-county system. 

 

 
This map includes Ordnance Survey OpenData É Ordnance Survey 

 

Ayrshire is a large vice-county occupying much of the western seaboard of Scotlandôs 

midland valley. With the exception of one or two tiny corners it includes all of the mainland 

areas administered by the North, East & South Ayrshire local authorities along with the island 

of Ailsa Craig. As such it contains extensive lengths of coastal habitat ï with the coast in the 

northern half of the vice county being particularly urbanised. From the coast, the river valleys 

of the Garnock, Annick, Irvine, Ayr, Doon, Girvan and Stinchar run up to the plateau 

moorlands & rugged uplands of the Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park and the Southern 

Uplands. In addition, Ayrshire is also noted for its raised bogs in the north and its calcareous 

upland habitats to the south ï with a series of Special Areas of Conservation designated to 

protect these internationally threatened habitats. However opencast mining, commercial 

forestry and ï more recently ï wind energy development - have all left their mark on 

Ayrshireôs landscape and habitats. 
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The Register is intended to provide a snapshot of the known distribution of rare plants up to 

the end of December 2019. Some records are now somewhat old, and at low (typically 10km) 

resolution. However, it was considered important to include some of these records as a 

springboard for further recording. 

 

Criteria for inclusion in the Register 
 

The principal criteria used for inclusion in the main portion of the Register are: 

 

a) International Criteria. Native and archaeophyte vascular plant species believed to 

be extant in the vice-county that are currently internationally rare. These are species which: 

 

¶ Are endemic to Britain (a list is available in Cheffings & Farrell 2005); 

 

¶ Are of restricted distribution internationally. These are as listed/occurring in 
EC Habitats and Species Directive Annex IIb, IVb or Vb; or Appendix I of the 

Bern Convention or Appendix I or II of CITES; 

 

a) National Criteria. Native and archaeophyte vascular plant species believed to be 

extant in the vice-county that are currently scarce or rare in Britain. These are species which: 

 

¶ Are listed in Schedule 8 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981; 

 

¶ Are listed as occurring in IUCN categories CR (critically endangered), EN 

(endangered), VU (vulnerable) and NT (near threatened) in the British Red 

Data Book for vascular plants (Cheffings & Farrell 2005); 

 

¶ Are nationally rare, occurring in 15 or fewer 10km squares in Britain; 

 

¶ Are nationally scarce, occurring in between 16 and 100 10km squares in 
Britain. 

 

a) Local Criteria. Native and archaeophyte vascular plant species that: 

 

¶ Are locally rare, being recorded in 3 sites or fewer within the vice-county 

since 1987. In this context a ósiteô is generally a discrete area within a 

moveable kilometre square, though in some cases (noted in the text) larger 

ópopulationsô may be considered to account for more than one ósiteô. 

Judgement has also been exercised to allow for the geographical imprecision 

of many records. 

 

¶ Are locally scarce, being recorded in 4-10 sites within the vice-county since 

1987. Judgement has been exercised to allow for the geographical imprecision 

of many records. 

 

Archaeophytes are alien species known or suspected to have been introduced before AD 

1500, whereas neophytes are more recent introductions (Preston et al. 2002). 
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The cut-off date of 1987 ï records from which year onwards are included for all taxa in this 

Register - perhaps requires some explanation. This has been selected mainly as this was the 

beginning of the latest date class (1987-1999) used for the New Atlas of the British & Irish 

Flora (Preston, Pearman & Dines, 2002). The main records left by botanists working in the 

county during this time are unfortunately only checklists for each hectad along with 

notebooks listing a few more details (mainly the names of the location and recorder) for those 

species that were considered to be notable at the time. Subsequent to that time period 

Ayrshire was very poorly recorded for several years ï prior to the more recent attempts to 

record its flora in a more dedicated and systematic fashion for the BSBIôs Atlas 2020 project. 

However, a few areas of the County still remain that have not been visited for the purposes of 

botanising in a good number of years. Where a site has not been well recorded since 1999, it 

has therefore been assumed for the purposes of this Register that any record for the location 

prior to 1987 which does not then also appear on the relevant New Atlas 1987-1999 hectad 

checklist is therefore now gone. Conversely, any 1987-1999 date class record for such a site 

has been assumed for the purposes of this Register still to be present. Additionally, some 

records from the 1987-1999 date class have been retained in this Register even if post-1999 

recording visits have in fact taken place but the taxon in question has not been refound, 

provided there is thought to be any possibility that it may have been missed. It is intended 

that the next revision of this Register will however remove all pre-2000 records that have not 

been refound since. 

 

A list of species believed to be extinct in the vice county ï i.e. no reliable records from 1987 

on - has also been included. 

 

 

Exclusions 
 

Records which refer to planted specimens have been excluded. Additionally, records for taxa 

which would fit the National Criteria for inclusion listed above within their native British 

range, but which are considered to be neophyte introductions to VC75 Ayrshire, have also 

been excluded. 

 

Hybrids, subspecies and - although not strictly speaking vascular plants in any case - 

charophytes have been omitted for now, as limited dedicated recording means that their 

distribution is inadequately understood in the vice-county at the present time. Microspecies of 

Hieracium, Taraxacum and Rubus are also omitted for the same reason.  

 

Appendix A lists species which might otherwise have been included but which appear to have 

been recorded in error, or as garden escapes in the vice-county, or for which the true number 

of records is unknown due to either recording approaches or to recent changes in taxonomy. 

 

 

Confidentiality 
 

Restriction of access to rare plant records is an issue which has caused much debate over the 

years. If detailed locations are given, plants may be at risk from collectors or even from those 

who simply wish to photograph them but may damage plants by trampling. On the other 

hand, many more are at risk from neglect of habitat or potential development and if their 

locations are unknown their conservation becomes more difficult if not impossible. In general 

the policy in this Register is to give the fullest information. 
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All users of this Register are requested to respect the fact that rare and scarce plants may 

grow on private property. Many are also found on SSSIs and other areas of conservation 

where visitor pressure can be an issue. National and local conservation organisations are 

usually only too pleased to show visitors plants of interest if contacted in advance. 

 

 

The Records 

 
Records held by the BSBI at 31 December 2109 have been included. 

 

For each taxon included in this Register, both national and local threat and/or rarity status is 

given; followed by a more detailed summary of national status, distribution, trends etc. to 

provide context - based on the text for the relevant species found in the New Atlas of the 

British & Irish Flora. 

 

The records then listed are the last known for each site. Unlike many county Rare Plant 

Registers, 10km records have not generally been omitted where these are the most recent 

records for a site or area. This is due to the fact (also discussed above) that recorders in 

Ayrshire prior to 2000 (and some even later) tended not to use OS Grid references at all - 

only site/location names. And it is not always easy to assign even a tetrad reference to a 

named location. Furthermore, many records prior to 2000 are only known to exist on the 

hectad checklists prepared for publication in the New Atlas of 2002, with no further details 

appearing in the recordersô notebooks that accompany these lists. In these cases, even the 

precise location(s) and recorder(s) are not currently known with any certainty. Recently 

however, most rare and scare species have been recorded at much finer resolution. Site 

names, as far as they are known, are given in all cases to assist in providing an overall 

picture.  

 

Records within tables are sorted by hectad (10km square), then by grid reference. Recorder 

names are provided where known and further information on sources is also available from 

the author in many cases. Please note however that due to a number of instances where the 

most recent record for a taxon continues to be an undetailed 1987-1999 date class record 

from the New Atlas project for which no recorder is noted (again see the discussion given 

above) this fact is noted by an asterisk ï ó*ô - in the óRecorderô column of the table. 

 

Finally, the tables are followed by any further relevant information. In most cases this is no 

more than a list of other locations from which the species in question has previously been 

recorded but is now thought to be lost, but in a few instances some additional information on 

the local status of the species is also given.   
 

 

Updating 

 
As has already been pointed out, this Register is intended to provide a snapshot of available 

records up to the end of December 2019. To become in any way effective as a conservation 

tool any Rare Plant Register needs to be kept up to date. This is the second published version 

of the Register coinciding with the end of field recording for the Atlas 2020 project. 
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The Species List 
 

 

Aethusa cynapium L.               Fools Parsley 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern.   

Local Status: Scarce. 

 
An annual of hedge banks, waste places, arable fields and other cultivated ground. Declining 
in N. & W. Britain, and in Ireland, although the reasons for these losses are unclear. 

Subspecies cynapium is considered native, whereas the subspecies agrestis is thought to be an 

archaeophyte.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

5ŀƛƭƭȅΣ ²Ŝǎǘ 9ƴŘ b{нл b{нссфплморс нлмт aŀŎYƛƴƴƻƴΣ 5Φ ϧ {ƳŀǊǘΣ 
DΦ 

bŜŀǊ IƛƭƭƘŜŀŘ CŀǊƳΣ 
{ǘŜǾŜƴǎǘƻƴ   

b{нп b{нттнпооф нлму aŀŎƪƛŜΣ tΦ 

YƛƭǿƛƴƴƛƴƎΣ ǿŜǎǘ b{нп b{нп² нлму aŀŎƪƛŜΣ tΦ 

IŀƴƴŀƘ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ 
9ǎǘŀǘŜ 

b{он b{он нллу aƛƭƭŜǊΣ ¢Φ 

wƛǾŜǊ LǊǾƛƴŜ b{оо b{омфсоусу нлмф aŀŎƪƛŜΣ ¢Φ 

{ƘŜǿŀƭǘƻƴ ²ƻƻŘ b{оо b{оптлсортнт нллл /ƻƭǾƛƴΣ WΦ 

YƴƻŎƪŜƴǘƛōŜǊΣ ƴƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ 
ƻŦ 

b{оп b{оп нллт aŎbŜƛƭƭΣ WΦ 

!ƛƭǎŀ /ǊŀƛƎ b·лф b·лф мффл ½ƻƴŦǊƛƭƭƻΣ .Φ 

 

No Ayrshire records have been recorded to subspecies level. Earlier records for the species, 

now thought to be lost, also exist for hectads NS25, NS26, NS31, NS33 (at Symington), 

NS42, NS44, NX08 and NX19. 
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Agrostemma githago L.                                 Corncockle 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Rare. 

 

An annual weed of cereal and other arable crops, tolerant of various soil types, with its 

distribution largely mirroring that of the crops in which it grew.  Introduced as a grain 

contaminant it has been present in Britain since the Iron Age. Although common until the 20th 

century, it has dramatically declined with improved seed cleaning. It is now extinct as an 

arable weed, but is a frequent component of wild-flower seed mixtures.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

tǊŜǎǘǿƛŎƪ b{он b{он мфутπмффф ϝ ¢ƘŜ ŜȄŀŎǘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ 
ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ 
ǊŜŎƻǊŘΦ 

LǊǾƛƴŜ .ŜŀŎƘ tŀǊƪ b{оо b{оммотф нлмт {ƳŀǊǘΣ DΦ 

 

Though known from the Prestwick area since the 1830s, this species has not been confirmed 

at any other Ayrshire locations. 

 

 

Agrostis gigantea Roth.                   Black Bent 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Rare. 

 

An archaeophyte, A. gigantea has a Eurasian southern temperate distribution, but it is 

naturalised in N. America so its distribution is now Circumpolar southern temperate.  A 

perennial herb, behaving as a rampant weed in cornfields and neglected arable land, 

particularly on lighter soils, where it spreads by seed and by rhizomes. In wetter habitats, 

where it is much rarer, it can persist in taller, closed vegetation by rhizomatous growth. 

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

!ǊŘŜŜǊ b{но b{нфуфлофнло нллс 5ŀǊƎƛŜΣ ¢Φ 

!ǊŘǊƻǎǎŀƴ b{нп b{ннпн нлмп wƛŎƘΣ ¢Φ /Φ DΦ 

5Ŝŀƴ /ŀǎǘƭŜ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ tŀǊƪ b{по b{пплпофсл нлмс [ƻŎƘǊƛŜΣ bΦ 

 

This species has never been confirmed from any other Ayrshire locations. 
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Allium scordoprasum L.                                 Sand Leek 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Rare. 

 

Native. A bulbous, perennial herb spreading mainly by bulbils in rough grassland and waste 

ground, on road verges and track sides and by railways. It sometimes occurs in more natural 

habitats such as sandy river banks, open woodlands on well-drained soils and a variety of 

coastal situations. Nationally its distribution seems to be stable. 

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

tƻǊǘŜƴŎǊƻǎǎΣ ƴŜŀǊ ǇƛŜǊ b{мп b{мтмп нллт aŎbŜƛƭƭΣ WΦ 

 

One 1970s record, now thought to be lost, also exists for hectad NS33. 

 

 

Anacamptis morio (L.) R.M.Bateman, Pridgeon & M.W.Chase              Green Winged Orchid 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Near Threatened. Also appears on the Scottish Biodiversity List. 

Local Status: Scarce. 

 

Native. A tuberous perennial herb of damp to dry, base-rich to mildly acidic soils. It is most 

frequent in hay meadows and pastures, but also grows on sand dunes, heaths and roadsides, 

and in quarries, gravel-pits, churchyards and lawns. Nationally the steady decline of this 

species is thought to be due to the ploughing and improvement of grasslands.   

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

5ƻǿƴŀƴ b·лу b·лтпулу мфуу ²ŀƭƭǎΣ wΦ /Φ 

.ŜƴƴŀƴŜ [Ŝŀ b·лу b·лфпурр нллп ¢ŀǘǘŜǊǎŀƭƭΣ .Φ 

.ŜƴƴŀƴŜ IŜŀŘ b·лу b·лу¸ нлмн /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΣ /ΦΣ [ŀƴƎΣ 5Φ !Φ ϧ 
{ƳŀǊǘΣ DΦ 

¢ǊƻŀȄ b·му b·му5 нлмс CƛǎƘŜǊΣ CΦ 

.ŀƭǎŀƭƭƻŎƘ .ǳǊƴ b·му b·му9 нлмс CƛǎƘŜǊΣ CΦ 

 

This species has its only Scottish locations in Ayrshire ï all on the South Ayrshire coast. As 

such the main populations are protected as VC75 Ayrshireôs only Site of Special Scientific 

Interest designated specifically for its vascular plants ï Bennane Head Grasslands. Some Grid 

references given are central points for sub-populations of hundreds. This species has never 

been recorded at any other Ayrshire locations. 
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Anacamptis pyramidalis (L.) Rich.                     Pyramidal Orchid 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Rare. 

 

Native. A tuberous perennial herb of well-drained calcareous soils. It is found in shortly 

grazed downland, dune-slacks and on cliff-tops; as well as in the longer grass of semi-stable 

dunes, scrub, roadside verges and churchyards. It also grows in the grikes of limestone 

pavement and can colonise the disturbed ground of abandoned quarries, industrial waste land 

& railway embankments. Can be found at heights of up to 350 metres. The overall 

distribution of this species is stable, although it has been lost from some sites, particularly in 

Ireland, largely due to agricultural improvement.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

[ŜƴŘŀƭŦƻƻǘ b·му b·мнфлпуфсрм нлмр /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΣ /ΦΣ 
tŀƴƪƘǳǊǎǘΣ !Φ ϧ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΣ 
!Φ 

 

This species has never been recorded at any other Ayrshire locations and is a recent addition 

to the county flora (this being the 1st record). 
 

 

Anagallis tenella L.               Bog Pimpernel 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Scarce. 

 

Native. A creeping, evergreen perennial of wet open sites. In S. and E. Britain it is mostly 

restricted to bare soil or bryophyte mats in calcareous dune-slacks and short-sedge fens, and 

sometimes on acidic bogs. In the west it also occurs in a variety of soligenous and peaty 

mires, hillside flushes and rush-pastures, and relying on cattle, sheep or periodic flooding to 

keep sites open. Nationally many southern sites have been lost to grassland improvement, 

eutrophication and drainage.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

¢ǳǊƴōŜǊǊȅ ς ǿŜŜ ǇƻƴŘǎ b{нл b{нлнлтр нллп ²ƻƻŘǎΣ WΦ 

CƛƴƴŀǊǘǎ tƻƛƴǘ π tƻǊǘŀƴŘŜŀ b·лт b·лтa нлму DŀǎƪŜƭƭΣ [Φ ϧ aƛƭŜǎΣ /Φ 

/ǳǊǊŀǊƛŜ tƻƛƴǘ b·лт b·лррлттур нлму /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΣ /Φ 

5ƻǿƴŀƴΣ .ŀƭƭŀƴǘǊŀŜ b·лу b·лу мффн {ǘƛǊƭƛƴƎΣ !Φ aŎDΦ ϧ 
¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΣ .Φ 

[ƛƎƎŜǘŎƘŜŜƪΣ ǊƻŀŘǎƛŘŜ ŀǘ b·му b·ммнтруртнр нлмр DŀǊŘƴŜǊΣ ½ΦΣ 
aŀŎYƛƴƴƻƴΣ WΦ ϧ 
aŎLƴǘƻǎƘΣ WΦ 

[ƛǘǘƭŜǘƻƴ Iƛƭƭ b·му b·мноммусоуу нлмр 5ƻŘŘΣ aΦΣ IŀǿƪŜǊΣ 5Φ ϧ 
aŎ¢ŜŀƎǳŜΣ 9Φ 

 

Earlier records for the species, now thought to be lost, also exist for hectads NS14, NS15, 

NS21 & NS24. 
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Apium inundatum (L.) Reichenb.fil.        Lesser Marshwort 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Scarce. 

 

Native perennial herb, favouring shallow water sites, both still and slow moving, together 

with those which periodically dry out such as the edges of pools and dune slacks. Although 

widely distributed over the UK, it appears to be in potentially substantial decline as a result of 

drainage and the eutrophication of its habitats. 

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

!ǳŎƘŜƴƘŀǊǾƛŜΣ {ǘŜǾŜƴǎǘƻƴ b{нп b{нп нллл wǳǘƘŜǊŦƻǊŘΣ !Φ ϧ {ǘƛǊƭƛƴƎΣ !Φ 
aŎDΦ 

DƭŜƴōǳǊƴ wŜǎŜǊǾƻƛǊ b{нр b{нмурмф мфутπмффф ϝ ¢ƘŜ DǊƛŘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ 
ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ 
ǊŜŎƻǊŘΦ 

aŀǊǘƴŀƘŀƳ [ƻŎƘ ϧ 
²ƻƻŘǎ {{{L 

b{ом b{оумт нллп 5ŀǊǿŜƭƭΣ !Φ ϧ CƛǎƘŜǊΣ WΦ 
 

/ǳŦŦ IƛƭƭΣ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ b{ор b{ор мфутπмффф ϝ ¢ƘŜ ŜȄŀŎǘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ 
ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ 
ǊŜŎƻǊŘΦ 

.ƻƎǘƻƴ [ƻŎƘ b{пл b{псрмлрсу нлмф /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΣ /ΦΣ IŀƴƴŀƘΣ !Φ /Φ 
ϧ [ŀƴƎΣ 5Φ !Φ 

YƛƭŀƴǘǊƛƴƎŀƴ [ƻŎƘ b·лт b·лфлтфл мффс 5ŀȅΣ WΦΣ 5ǳƴŎŀƴΣ ²Φ ϧ 
²ƛƭƭōȅΣ bΦ WΦ 

DƛǊǾŀƴ ς [ŜƴŘŀƭŦƻƻǘ b·мф b·мф мфутπмффф ϝ 
[ƻŎƘ aŀōŜǊǊȅ b·нт b·нутр мффм wǳǘƘŜǊŦƻǊŘΣ !Φ ϧ {ǘƛǊƭƛƴƎΣ !Φ 

aŎDΦ 

[ƛƴŦŜǊƴ [ƻŎƘ b·оф b·остфул мффс 5ŀȅΣ WΦΣ 5ǳƴŎŀƴΣ ²Φ ϧ 
²ƛƭƭōȅΣ bΦ WΦ 

 

Earlier records for the species, now thought to be lost, also exist for hectads NS20, NS21, 

NS24 (at Ardeer Sands), NS34, NS52, NS54, NX08 & NX27 (at Drumlamford Loch). 
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Apium nodiflorum Lag.          Foolôs Water-cress 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Rare. 

 

A native perennial herb found in shallow water in streams, ditches, swamps and marshes ï as 

well as on seasonally exposed mud at the edges of ponds, lakes, rivers and canals; sometimes 

scrambling into nearby vegetation. It is characteristic of nutrient-enriched sites. The 

distribution of this species is stable. There has been confusion between this species and 

Berula erecta, particularly in the far south of Scotland where some of the older records may 

be erroneous. 

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

CƛƴƴŀǊǘǎ tƻƛƴǘ π tƻǊǘŀƴŘŜŀ b·лт b·лтa нлму DŀǎƪŜƭƭΣ [Φ ϧ aƛƭŜǎΣ /Φ 

 

This species has never been recorded at any other Ayrshire locations and is a recent addition 

to the county flora (this being the 1st record). 

 

 

Arabis hirsuta (L.) Scop.          Hairy Rock Cress 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Rare. 

 

Native. A biennial or perennial herb growing in dry, sunny, exposed situations on rock 

outcrops and in grassland on base-rich substrates, particularly chalk and limestone; also 

occurring on sand dunes and on bridges and walls. A species which is still widespread over 

much of the UK.   

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

tƛƴōŀƛƴ .ǳǊƴΣ [ŜƴŘŀƭŦƻƻǘ b·мф b·мф мффм DƭŀǎƎƻǿ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ 
{ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŜȄŎǳǊǎƛƻƴΦ 

 

Earlier records for the species, now thought to be lost, also exist for hectads NS21, NS30, 

NS71 & NX08. 

 

 

  



Rare Plant Register                                                                            VC 75 Ayrshire 

 

Armoracia rusticana P.G. Gaertn., B. Mey. & Scherb.                  Horseradish 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Scarce. 

 

A long-lived archaeophyte perennial herb, persisting in old gardens and allotments and 

spreading by root fragments to roadsides, waste ground, railways, sandy seashores and river-

banks. The plant is highly sterile, and seed-set is unknown in our area. The species was 

introduced before 1500, initially as a medicinal herb. It spreads wherever there is cultivation 

or dumping of soil, but its national range now seems to be stable.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

tƻǊǘŜƴŎǊƻǎǎΣ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ 
{ŜŀƳƛƭƭ 

b{мп b{мп мфутπмффф ϝ ¢ƘŜ ŜȄŀŎǘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ 
ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ 
ǊŜŎƻǊŘΦ 

5ŀƭǊȅΣ ƴŜŀǊ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ b{нп b{нп мфутπмффф ϝ ¢ƘŜ ŜȄŀŎǘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ 
ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ 
ǊŜŎƻǊŘΦ 

CŀƛǊƭƛŜ b{нр b{нлрп нлмн wǳǘƘŜǊŦƻǊŘΣ !Φ 

{ƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ !ȅǊ b{ом b{ом мфутπмффф ϝ 
tƻǿ .ǳǊƴΣ tǊŜǎǘǿƛŎƪ 
5ǳƴŜǎ 

b{он b{опоолнтстс нлмф ²ƘȅǘƻŎƪΣ wΦ ¢Φ 

 

Earlier records for the species, now thought to be lost, also exist for hectads NS26, NS33 & 

NS34. 

 

 

Artemisia absinthum L.                  Wormwood 
 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Rare. 

 

An archaeophyte aromatic perennial herb of waste and rough ground, waysides, railway 

sidings, rubbish tips, gravel-pits, quarries and other manmade habitats. This species, which 

was being grown in British gardens by 1200, was formerly cultivated for medicine and 

flavouring. It is often persistent, especially in urban and maritime locations where it is less at 

risk from frost damage, and nationally the distribution is more or less stable.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

¢ƘŜ !ȅǊǎƘƛǊŜ DƻƭŦ /ƻǳǊǎŜ 
ǎƛǘŜΣ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ LǊǾƛƴŜ 

b{оо b{омос нлмл /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΣ /Φ 
 

.ŀǊŀǎǎƛŜ ǎƘƻǊŜ b{оо b{ооD нлмл {ƳŀǊǘΣ DΦ 

 

Earlier records for the species, now thought to be lost, also exist for hectads NS25, NS31 

(both at Doonfoot and at Nether Auchendrane) & NS33 (at Troon). 
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Asplenium viride Huds.        Green Spleenwort 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Scarce. 

 

Native. An evergreen fern of moist, sheltered crevices in basic rocks, and very rarely also on 

mortared walls. It is occasionally a colonist of old metal mine workings.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

!ǊŘǊƻǎǎŀƴ b{нп b{нпD нлмн .{.L ŜȄŎǳǊǎƛƻƴΦ 

[ŀǊƎǎ ς CŀƛǊƭƛŜ b{нр b{нр мфутπмффф ϝ 
bƻǊǘƘ wƻǘǘŜƴ .ǳǊƴ b{нс b{нрсу мфуф {ǘƛǊƭƛƴƎΣ !Φ aŎDΦ 

bŜǎǎ DƭŜƴ {{{L b{пл b{пттрулнрол нлмт ²ƘȅǘƻŎƪΣ wΦ¢Φ 

CŀǊǊƻŎƘ .ǊŀŜΣ ǊƻŀŘǎƛŘŜ ŀǘ 
Ŧƻƻǘ ƻŦ 

b{пл b{плфлллфо нлмо [ŀƴƎΣ 5Φ !Φ ϧ {ƳŀǊǘΣ DΦ 

{ǘŜȅ !ƳǊȅ b{сл b{снлр мфут {ǘƛǊƭƛƴƎΣ !Φ aŎDΦ 

²ŀƭƭ ƻƴ CǳǊƴŀŎŜ wƻŀŘΣ 
aǳƛǊƪƛǊƪΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ǇŀǎǎŜǎ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŘƛǎǳǎŜŘ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ 
ƭƛƴŜ 

b{сн b{сфрффнсрум нлмп [ŀƴƎΣ 5Φ !Φ ϧ {ƳŀǊǘΣ DΦ 

 

Earlier records for the species, now thought to be lost, also exist for hectads NS26 (on each of 

the Upper Noddsdale, the Gogo Water and the headwater of the Riveer Garnock), NS71 & 

NS72. 

 

 

Atriplex portulicoides L.                        Sea Purslane 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Rare. 

 

Native. A low shrub of muddy or sandy saltmarshes, commonly fringing intertidal pools and 

creeks, and often forming extensive stands on ungrazed saltings. In western Britain and 

Ireland it also occurs locally on coastal rocks and cliffs. This species markedly extended its 

range northwards in the British Isles during the 20th century.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

{ǘƛƴŎƘŀǊ ƳƻǳǘƘ b·лу b·лтфумр мффф CǊƻƳ {bI ŘŀǘŀΣ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ ƴƻǘ 
ƴƻǘŜŘΦ 

 

This is the only known record for this species in Ayrshire. It should be noted however that it 

was not refound during a dedicated recording visit to the relevant tetrad in 2019. 
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Avena fatua L.                              Wild Oat 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Scarce. 

 

An archaeophyte annual grass which is a common weed on arable land, especially in cereals, 

seeding before the cultivated crops. It is also found on roadsides and waste ground. 

Nationally its distribution appears to be expanding.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

IƻǊǎŜ LǎƭŀƴŘ b{нп b{нмлпнф нлмф {ƳŀǊǘΣ DΦ 

YƛƭǿƛƴƴƛƴƎΣ ƻŦŦ .ȅǊŜƘƛƭƭ 
wƻŀŘ 

b{нп b{нфспно нлмт aŀŎƪƛŜΣ tΦ 

{ƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ !ȅǊ b{ом b{ом мфутπмффф ϝ 
{ŜŀŦƛŜƭŘΣ !ȅǊ b{он b{он нллл wǳǘƘŜǊŦƻǊŘΣ !Φ ϧ {ǘƛǊƭƛƴƎΣ !Φ 

aŎDΦ 

LǊǾƛƴŜ ς ¢Ǌƻƻƴ b{оо b{оо мфутπмффф ϝ 
/ƻŀǎǘ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ DƛǊǾŀƴ b·мф b·мтфр мффр wǳǘƘŜǊŦƻǊŘ !ΦΣ {ƛƳǇǎƻƴ .Φ ϧ 

{ǘƛǊƭƛƴƎ !ΦaŎDΦ 

 

Earlier records for the species, now thought to be lost, also exist for hectads NS20, NS32 

(both at Monktonhill and Auchincruive) & NS43 (both at Hurlford, east of and Galston, 

southwest of). It should be noted that the coast south of Girvan record was not refound during 

a dedicated recording trip to the relevant tetrad in 2008. 
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Avenula pratensis (L.) Dumort                Meadow Oat Grass 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Scarce. 

 

Native. A perennial herb of calcareous rendzina and brown earth soils, usually over chalk or 

limestone, but also over glacial deposits and basic igneous rocks. It is characteristic of well-

grazed chalk and limestone downland, but is also found on screes, cliffs and limestone 

pavements, and occasionally in open woods, on sand dunes and on montane ledge 

communities.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

5ǳƴǳǊŜΣ ŎƭƛŦŦǎ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ b{нм b{нм мфуу {ǘƛǊƭƛƴƎΣ !Φ aŎDΦ 

.ŀƭƭŀƴǘǊŀŜ ŀǊŜŀ b·лу b·лу мфутπмффф ϝ 
YƴƻŎƪŘŀǿ IƛƭƭΣ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ 
ŎƭƛŦŦǎ 

b·му b·мртрууср нлмр IŀƴƴŀƘΣ !ΦΣ [ŀƴƎΣ 5Φ !Φ 
ϧ aƛŘŘƭŜǘƻƴΣ !Φ 

YƴƻŎƪŘƻƭƛŀƴΣ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǎƛŘŜ b·му b·ммслфурллн нлмр DŀǊŘƴŜǊΣ ½ΦΣ aŀŎYƛƴƴƻƴΣ 
WΦ ϧ aŎLƴǘƻǎƘΣ WΦ 

.ŀƭŎǊŜǳŎƘŀƴ tƻǊǘ ς DŀƳŜǎ 
[ƻǳǇ 

b·му b·му5 мфут wǳǘƘŜǊŦƻǊŘ !ΦΣ {ƛƳǇǎƻƴ 
.Φ ϧ {ǘƛǊƭƛƴƎ !ΦaŎDΦ 

tƛƴōŀƛƴ Iƛƭƭ ς [ƻŎƘǘƻƴ Iƛƭƭ b·мф b·мф[ нллн aŎ[ŜŀǊȅΣ WΦ 

DǊŜȅ IƛƭƭΣ ƴŜŀǊ b·мф b·мфw нлмр !ǾŜǊƛǎΣ .Φ 

!ƭŘƻƴǎ Iƛƭƭ b·мф b·мф± нлмр CǊŀǎŜǊΣ WΦΣ DŀǎƪƛƭƭΣ [Φ ϧ 
{ƳŀǊǘΣ DΦ 

 

Earlier records for the species, now thought to be lost, also exist for hectads NS20, NS24, 

NS25, NS61, NX07 & NX19 (at Byne Hill). It should be noted that the Balcreuchan Port ï 

Games Loup record was not refound during a dedicated recording trip to the relevant tetrad in 

2012. 
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Baldellia ranunculoides (L.) Parl.                Lesser Water Plantain 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Near Threatened. 

Local Status: Rare. 

 

Native. Perennial typically of strongly calcareous or brackish waters, requiring sites at the 

waterôs edge where competition is restricted by fluctuating levels or other disturbance. Has 

declined in southern Britain over many years, probably due to the decrease in small water 

bodies combined with greater competition. 

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

aŀǊǘƴŀƘŀƳ [ƻŎƘ ϧ 
²ƻƻŘǎ {{{L 

b{ом b{офомто мффс 5ŀȅΣ WΦΣ 5ǳƴŎŀƴΣ ²Φ ϧ ²ƛƭƭōȅΣ 
bΦ WΦ 

[ƻŎƘ 5ƻƻƴ {{{L b·пф b·пф нллп 5ŀǊǿŜƭƭΣ !Φ ϧ CƛǎƘŜǊΣ WΦ 

 

Earlier records for the species, now thought to be lost, also exist for hectads NS14, NS21, 

NS24 & NS33.  

 

 

Berberis vulgaris L.            Barberry 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Rare. 

 

Archaeophyte. A deciduous shrub found in hedgerows and coppices, and on banks, cliffs and 

waste ground. Generally lowland. B. vulgaris has been recorded from Neolithic deposits in 

eastern England and might be native in England and Wales. However it was cultivated in 

medieval times and later widely planted for hedging. It was believed to have a deleterious 

effect on wheat crops even before it was known to be a host of the rust Puccinia graminis ï 

and the species was consequently eradicated from many hedgerows in the 19th century. 

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

[ǳƎǘƻƴ ²ŀǘŜǊ b{оп b{оопп нлмр ²ŀǘǎƻƴΣ YΦ WΦ 

²Ŝǎǘ ƻŦ Dŀƭǎǘƻƴ ς ŜȄ 
ǿƻǊƪǎ ǎƛǘŜ ǇƻƴŘǎ 

b{по b{по¸ нлмт IŀƴƴŀƘΣ !Φ /Φ ϧ [ŀƴƎΣ 5Φ !Φ 

 

Earlier records for the species, now thought to be lost, also exist for hectads NS20, NX18, 

NX19 & NX28. 
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Berula erecta (Huds.) Coville                      Lesser Water Parsnip 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Scarce. 

 

This native stoloniferous perennial occurs as a submerged aquatic in rivers and streams, and 

as an emergent species at the edges of lakes, ponds, rivers, ditches and canals, and in 

marshes. It is also found on seasonally flooded wet ground, and usually roots into fine silt or 

mud. Vegetative spread is by short-lived stolons or rhizomes, but little is known of the 

frequency of reproduction by seed. Nationally the species may be declining, probably caused 

by drainage and habitat destruction.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

²Ŝǎǘ YƛƭōǊƛŘŜ DƻƭŦ /ƻǳǊǎŜ 
ǎƘƻǊŜ 

b{мп b{мфпт нлмл {ƳŀǊǘΣ DΦ 

/ǳƭȊŜŀƴ b{нл b{нлW нлмл !ǾŜǊƛǎΣ .Φ 

/ǳƭȊŜŀƴ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ tŀǊƪ b{нм b{нпнлмлмл нллм ¢ƘǳǊǎǘƻƴΣ WΦ 

¢ǊƛōǳǘŀǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ {ƳƛǘƘǎǘƻƴŜ 
.ǳǊƴ 

b{нп b{нфоп нлмт aŀŎƪƛŜΣ tΦ 

aƻƴƪǊŜŘŘƛƴƎ ϧ {ŜǾŜƴ 
!ŎǊŜ ²ƻƻŘ 

b{оп b{онпр нлмр ²ŀǘǎƻƴΣ YΦ WΦ 

IƛƎƘ DƻƻǎŜƭƻŀƴ b{оп b{онропснп нлмс /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΣ /Φ ϧ [ŀƴƎΣ 5Φ !Φ 

5ǳǎƪ ²ŀǘŜǊ b{оп b{опW нлмр ²ŀǘǎƻƴΣ YΦ WΦ 

.ŀƭƭŀƴǘǊŀŜ ŀǊŜŀ b·лу b·лу мфутπмффф ϝ 
 

Earlier records for the species, now thought to be lost, also exist for hectads NS24 (both near 

Seamill & at Ashgrove Loch SSSI) & NS43. 
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Bidens cernua L.              Nodding Bur Marigold 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Rare. 

 

Native. An annual, growing on a wide range of damp or wet substrates on the margins of 

slow-flowing rivers and streams, by ponds and meres, often in places subject to winter 

flooding; also in ditches and marshes. Although not scarce the species has declined over the 

last 70 years mainly due to drainage and habitat destruction. 

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

IŜŀǊǘ [ƻŎƘΣ aŀȅōƻƭŜ b{ол b{омолфс мффс 5ŀȅΣ WΦΣ 5ǳƴŎŀƴΣ ²Φ ϧ ²ƛƭƭōȅΣ 
bΦ WΦ 

/ǳƴƴƛƴƎ tŀǊƪΣ !ȅǊ b{ом b{онмф мффн bǳƎŜƴǘΣ 9Φ 

aŀǊǘƴŀƘŀƳ [ƻŎƘ ϧ 
²ƻƻŘǎ {{{L 

b{пм b{плммтс мффс 5ŀȅΣ WΦΣ 5ǳƴŎŀƴΣ ²Φ ϧ ²ƛƭƭōȅΣ 
bΦ WΦ 

 

This species has never been confirmed from any other Ayrshire locations. It should be noted 

that all of the Ayrshire locations in which this species has been found were revisited for 

recording between 2015 and 2019, and the species was not refound during any of these trips. 

However at least in the case of the Heart Loch, Maybole record the water was very high at 

the time - so the species may still be present at this location. 

 

 

Bidens triparta L.                  Trifid Bur Marigold 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Rare. 

 

Native. An annual of nutrient-rich mud or gravel by ponds, occurring in wet pits, by slow 

rivers and streams, often in areas wet in winter but exposed in summer; also found in ditches, 

peat workings and other damp places. Nationally this species is decreasing; drainage, the 

infilling of ponds and ditches, and the canalisation of watercourses have all contributed to its 

decline.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

aŀǊǘƴŀƘŀƳ [ƻŎƘ ϧ 
²ƻƻŘǎ {{{L 

b{пм b{плмт нллп 5ŀǊǿŜƭƭΣ !Φ ϧ CƛǎƘŜǊΣ WΦ 

.ǳǊƴŦƻƻǘ wŜǎŜǊǾƻƛǊΣ 
CŜƴǿƛŎƪ 

b{пп b{ппa мффс 5ŀȅΣ WΦΣ 5ǳƴŎŀƴΣ ²Φ ϧ ²ƛƭƭōȅΣ bΦ 
WΦ 

 

The Martnaham Loch station could not be refound during a visit in 2016. However in 1996 

the Martnaham Loch station had been found a little further west, just inside hectad NS31 and 

additionally the water was very high during the 2016 visit. So the species may well still be 

present at this location. In 1996 the Martnaham Loch station was found a little further west, 

just inside hectad NS31. Earlier records for the species, now thought to be lost, also exist for 

hectads NS25, NS32 & NS42. 

 

 



Rare Plant Register                                                                            VC 75 Ayrshire 

 

Blysmus rufus (Huds.) Link              Saltmarsh Flat Sedge 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Scarce. 

 

Native. A rhizomatous perennial herb, found in sandy or gravelly wet runnels and depressions 

in saltmarshes, and in brackish ditches and dune-slacks. It also occurs on rocky shores, in 

freshwater seepages and beside streams where they debouch onto the beach.  Nationally its 

distribution now appears to be generally stable.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

YƴƻŎƪ /ŀǎǘƭŜΣ ǎƘƻǊŜ ōŜƭƻǿ b{мс b{мфннсоом нлмт IŀƴƴŀƘΣ !Φ/Φ 

{ƘƻǊŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ aŜƛƎƭŜ .ŀȅ b{мс b{мфммсптн нлмт IŀƴƴŀƘΣ !Φ/Φ 

!ǊŘǊƻǎǎŀƴ Ŏƻŀǎǘ όbƻǊǘƘ 
ǘŜǘǊŀŘύ 

b{нп b{нп5 нлмр ²ŀǘǎƻƴΣ YΦ WΦ 

¢ƘŜ tŜƴŎƛƭΣ [ŀǊƎǎ b{нр b{нлрт нлмт /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΣ /Φ ϧ IŀƴƴŀƘΣ !Φ 
/Φ 

 

Earlier records for the species, now thought to be lost, also exist for hectads NS15, NS24 (at 

Ardeer in Stevenston), NS25 (at Southannan/Fairlie ï possibly ï originally recorded as B. 

compressus), NS32, NS33 & NX19. 

 

 

Calamagrostis epigejos (L.) Roth.        Wood Small Reed 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Rare. 

 

Native. A tufted rhizomatous perennial, occurring in damp woods, ditches, fens, ungrazed or 

lightly grazed grasslands, and on sheltered sea-cliffs and sand dunes; also as a colonist of 

artificial habitats such as old quarries, roadsides and railway banks. It usually grows on light 

sands or heavy clays.  Nationally the species appears to be increasing although this may be an 

artefact of better recording.   

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

!ǎƘŎǊŀƛƎ b{мс b{мс· нлмр ²ŀǘǎƻƴΣ YΦ WΦ 

.ƻƎǘƻƴ [ƻŎƘ {{{L b{пл b{пл нллр IŀǿƪŜǊΣ 5Φ 

 

Earlier records for the species, now thought to be lost, also exist for hectads NS26, NS31 & 

NS41. 
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Calamagrostis stricta (Timm) Koeler               Narrow Small Reed 

 

National Status: Scarce, Vulnerable. Also appears on the Scottish Biodiversity List. 

Local Status: Rare. 

 

Native. A tufted rhizomatous perennial herb of near-neutral mires and lake margins. It is hard 

to assess trends in the distribution of this taxon as it has been confused in the past with other 

species.  It has certainly been lost from some sites through drainage, but is easily overlooked.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

wƛǾŜǊ 5ƻƻƴ ƴŜŀǊ 
5ŀƭƳŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ 

b{пл b{плb нлмр 5ŀŘŘǎΣ bΦ 

5ƻƻƴ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ǘƻ .ƻƎǘƻƴ 
[ƻŎƘ {{{L 

b{пл b{пслр нлмр DŀǎƪƛƭƭΣ [ΦΣ [ŀƴƎΣ 5Φ !Φ ϧ 
aƛŘŘƭŜǘƻƴΣ !Φ 

 

The Doon Bridge to Bogton Loch SSSI records are scattered either side of the Doon and 

Loch throughout this monad. This species has never been confirmed from any other Ayrshire 

locations. 

 

 

Callitriche hermaphroditica L.    Autumnal Water-starwort    

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Rare. 

 

Native. This species occurs in mesotrophic lakes, canals and gravel-pits. It is usually annual, 

although some populations may perennate.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

aŀǊǘƴŀƘŀƳ [ƻŎƘ ϧ 
²ƻƻŘǎ {{{L 

b{ом b{офпмтп мффс 5ŀȅΣ WΦΣ 5ǳƴŎŀƴΣ ²Φ ϧ ²ƛƭƭōȅΣ 
bΦ WΦ 

 

The Grid reference given for the record above is a central one for a population that spreads to 

the east into hectad NS41. Earlier records for the species, now thought to be lost, also exist 

for hectads NS20 & NX27.  
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Calystegia soldanella (L.) R.Br.                    Sea Bindweed 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Scarce. 

 

 
Calystegia soldanella at Lendalfoot É Carol Crawford 

 

Native perennial herb of sand dunes, and sand and shingle beaches. Common around the 

coast of England, Wales and southern Scotland.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

5ƛǇǇƭŜ ǎƘƻǊŜ b{мл b{мл² нлмф /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΣ /Φ 

tǊŜǎǘǿƛŎƪ 5ǳƴŜǎ b{он b{оппуннсуст нлмф DǊŀŎŜΣ WΦ 

/ƻǊǎŜŎƭŀȅǎ b·лу b·лфммурнл нлмф /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΣ /Φ 

[ŜƴŘŀƭŦƻƻǘ b·му b·молмпуфуоу нлмр /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΣ /Φ 

 

Earlier records for the species, now thought to be lost, also exist for hectads NS20 & NS32 

(at Ayr). 

 

 

Carduus crispus L.               Welted Thistle 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Rare. 

 

Native. A biennial herb of woodland margins, ditch-banks, damp hedge bottoms, streamsides, 

tall grassland, roadsides, railway banks and waste places, especially on clay soils with a high 

nutrient status.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

aŀƛŘŜƴǎ .ŀȅ b{нл b{нл мфуу wǳǘƘŜǊŦƻǊŘΣ !Φ ϧ {ǘƛǊƭƛƴƎΣ !Φ 
aŎDΦ 

{ŀƭǘŎƻŀǘǎ ς 5ŀƭǊȅ b{нп b{нп мфутπмффф ϝ 
{ƘŜǿŀƭǘƻƴ aƻǎǎΣ LǊǾƛƴŜ b{оо b{опор мфутπмффф ϝ ¢ƘŜ DǊƛŘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ 

ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΦ 

 

Earlier records for the species, now thought to be lost, also exist for hectads NS25, NS43 & 

NX09. It should be noted that the Shewalton Moss, Irvine site has been regularly recorded up 

to 2019 and this species has never been refound post-1999.  
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Carduus tenuifolius Curtis                            Slender Thistle 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Rare. 

 

 
/ŀǊŘǳǳǎ ǘŜƴǳƛŦƻƭƛǳǎ ŀǘ IƻǊǎŜ LǎƭŀƴŘ ϭ {ƳŀǊǘΣ DΦ                   

 

Native. An annual or biennial herb of dry, coastal grasslands, sea-bird colonies, sea-walls, 

upper edges of beaches, sandy waste ground and roadsides. Inland, it occurs on well-drained 

soils. Nationally its distribution is stable.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

IƻǊǎŜ LǎƭŜ b{нп b{нмопну нлмф {ƳŀǊǘΣ DΦ 

!ƛƭǎŀ /ǊŀƛƎ b·лф b·лф мффн {ǘƛǊƭƛƴƎΣ !Φ aŎDΦ 

 

Earlier records for the species, now thought to be lost, also exist for hectads NS22, NS25, 

NS32 & NS33. 
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Carex acuta L.                                Slender Tufted-sedge 
 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern.   

Local Status: Rare. 

 
A rhizomatous native perennial of shallow water or wet ground. At the edges of rivers, 

streams, canals and lakes & ponds; as well as in swamps, ditches, unimproved flood 

meadows and marshland. It usually grows in calcareous and mesotrophic or eutrophic 

conditions, in areas subject to frequent flooding. It is shade-tolerant and sometimes grows 

under riverside trees or in wet woodland. Lowland ï but formally recorded up to 335m. 

Though now much better recorded than it was fifty years ago, C. acuta has declined in many 

areas ï principally due to the drainage and canalisation of rivers and streams.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

.ŀǊǊΣ ²ŀǘŜǊ ƻŦ DǊŜƎƎ b·нф b·нтрфпл нлму /ŀƭǾŜȅΣ /ΦΣ /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΣ /Φ ϧ 
IŀƴƴŀƘΣ !Φ /Φ 

 

One 1960 record, now thought to be lost, also exists for hectad NX39 ï also on the River 

Stinchar catchment as with the 2018 record above. 
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Carex bigelowii Torr. Ex Schwein                      Stiff Sedge 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Scarce. 

 

 
/ŀǊŜȄ ōƛƎŜƭƻǿƛƛ ŀǘ YƛǊǊŜƻŎƘ Iƛƭƭ ϭ ²ƘȅǘƻŎƪΣ wΦ                   

 

Native. A perennial herb of well-drained montane grassland and sedge-heath, of open stony 

ground, in corries where snow lies late, and gullies subject to flushing. Nationally its 

distribution is stable.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

.ƭŀŎƪŎǊŀƛƎ IƛƭƭΣ DƭŜƴ !Ŧǘƻƴ b{сл b{слb мфутπмффф ϝ ¢ƘŜ DǊƛŘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ 
ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ 
ǊŜŎƻǊŘΦ 

{ƘŀƭƭƻŎƘ b·оу b·осоуууор нллф !ǾŜǊƛǎΣ .Φ 

{ƘŀƭƭƻŎƘΣ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǎƭƻǇŜ b·оф b·оунуффнусс нлмр 5ƻŘŘΣ aΦΣ CǊŀǎŜǊΣ WΦ ϧ 
[ŀƴƎΣ 5Φ !Φ 

YƛǊǊƛŜǊŜƻŎƘ IƛƭƭΣ ǿŜǎǘ ǊƛŘƎŜ b·пу b·пмфутм нлмф aŎLƴǘƻǎƘΣ WΦ ²Φ ϧ aƻƛǊΣ 
LΦ 

/ŀǊƳŀŘŘƛŜ .ǊŀŜ b·пу b·пмуу нлмф aŎ/ƭŜŀǊȅΣ WΦ 

/ŀǎǘƭŜ ƻƴ hȅƴŜ ς wƛƎ ƻŦ 
aƛƭƭƳƻǊŜ 

b·пу b·пуW мфуу {ǘŜǿŀǊǘΣ hΦ aΦ ϧ 
{ǘƛǊƭƛƴƎΣ !Φ aŎDΦ 

²Ŝǎǘ ƻŦ [ƻŎƘ 5ƻƻƴ b·пф b·пф мфутπмффф ϝ 
 

This species has never been confirmed from any other Ayrshire locations. 
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Carex diandra Schrank.                  Lesser Tussock Sedge 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Near Threatened. 

Local Status: Scarce. 

 

Native perennial sedge of peaty areas, able to tolerate both acidic soils and those which are 

flushed by calcareous springs. Also found in wet woods, fen carr and swamps. Nationally C. 

diandra has been lost as a result of drainage and scrub encroachment from many lowland 

sites. Most losses occurred before 1930, but are still continuing in southern Britain.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

9ŀǎǘ ƻŦ ¢ǳǊƴōŜǊǊȅ b{нл b{нл мфутπмффф ϝ 
/ǳƭƭƻŎƘƪƴƻǿŜǎ b{ол b{ооллол мфутπмффф ϝ ¢ƘŜ DǊƛŘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ 

ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ 
ǊŜŎƻǊŘΦ 

²ƛŘƻǿǎ [ƻŎƘ b{пл b{ппллму нлмр 5ŀŘŘǎΣ bΦ 

[ƛǘǘƭŜǘƻƴ ϧ .ŀƭƘŀƳƛŜ Iƛƭƭǎ 
{{{L 

b·му b·муL нлмр 5ƻŘŘΣ aΦΣ IŀǿƪŜǊΣ 5Φ ϧ 
aŎ¢ŜŀƎǳŜΣ 9Φ 

DǊŜȅ IƛƭƭΣ ƴŜŀǊ b·мф b·мфw нлмл !ǾŜǊƛǎΣ .Φ 

[ƻŎƘ DƻǿŜǊ b·нт b·нфллттнп нлмс CƭƻȅŘΣ WΦΣ aŀŎYƛƴƴƻƴΣ 5Φ ϧ 
{ƳŀǊǘΣ DΦ 

 

Earlier records for the species, now thought to be lost, also exist for hectads NS21 (at each of 

Brown Carrick, Red Moss Loch and Drumshang Loch), NS24, NS25 & NX28. 
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Carex extensa Gooden.                     Long-bracted Sedge 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern 

Local Status: Scarce. 

 

Native. A perennial herb, mainly confined to areas within reach of sea water or spray. It is 

found on muddy or sandy estuarine flats, at the uppermost levels of saltmarshes and the edges 

of brackish ditches, and on moist coastal rocks and low cliffs. Nationally its distribution is 

stable.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

{ƘƻǊŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ [ŀǊƎǎ b{мс b{мфсн нлмт IŀƴƴŀƘΣ !Φ /Φ 

{ƘƻǊŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ aŜƛƎƭŜ b{мс b{мфсп нлмт IŀƴƴŀƘΣ !Φ /Φ 

/ƘŀǇŜƭǘƻƴΣ {ŜŀƳƛƭƭ b{нп b{нлоолпсоом нлму aŀŎƪƛŜΣ tΦ 

¢Ǌƻƻƴ .ŀƭƭŀǎǘ .ŀƴƪΣ ǎƻǳǘƘ 
ƻŦ 

b{оо b{омрполср нлмф aŀŎƪƛŜΣ tΦ 

5ƻǿƴŀƴΣ .ŀƭƭŀƴǘǊŀŜ b·лу b·луv мффн {ǘƛǊƭƛƴƎΣ !Φ aŎDΦ ϧ .Φ IΦ ¢Φ 

YŜƴƴŜŘȅΩǎ tŀǎǎ b·мф b·мф[ мфутπмффф ϝ ¢ƘŜ DǊƛŘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ 
ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ 
ǊŜŎƻǊŘΦ 

 

Earlier records for the species, now thought to be lost, also exist for hectads NS16 (at 

Skelmorlie), NS24 (at Ardrossan), NS25 & NS32. 
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Carex lasiocarpa Ehrh.               Slender Sedge 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Scarce. 

 

Native. A rhizomatous perennial which grows in reed-swamps and other vegetation at the 

edges of lakes, pools and slow-flowing streams and rivers, and in flushes and wet hollows in 

fens; it can also colonise old peat workings and drainage channels. It generally occurs in 

nutrient-poor water, which may be base-rich or base-poor.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

aŀǊǘƴŀƘŀƳ [ƻŎƘ ϧ 
²ƻƻŘǎ {{{L 

b{ом b{офпмтп мффс 5ŀȅΣ WΦΣ 5ǳƴŎŀƴΣ ²Φ ϧ 
²ƛƭƭōȅΣ bΦ WΦ 

²ƛŘƻǿΩǎ [ƻŎƘ ϧ [ƛǘǘƭŜ 
[ƻŎƘ 

b{пл b{пплм нлмр 5ŀŘŘǎΣ bΦ 

/ƘƛǊƳƻǊƛŜ b·нт b·нмомтсфр нлмс /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΣ /ΦΣ IŀƴƴŀƘΣ !Φ ϧ 
tƘƛƭƛǇΣ aΦ 

[ƻƴƎ [ƻŎƘ b·нт b·ноутсо мффс 5ŀȅΣ WΦΣ 5ǳƴŎŀƴΣ ²Φ ϧ 
²ƛƭƭōȅΣ bΦ WΦ 

.ƭŀŎƪ [ƻŎƘ b·нт b·нплтсн мффс 5ŀȅΣ WΦΣ 5ǳƴŎŀƴΣ ²Φ ϧ 
²ƛƭƭōȅΣ bΦ WΦ 

²ŀǳƪ aƛƭƭ ²ƻƻŘ ǇƻƴŘΣ 
.ŀǊǊƘƛƭƭ 

b·ну b·номфунут нлмф [ŀƴƎΣ 5Φ !ΦΣ aŎ/ƭŜŀǊȅΣ WΦ ϧ 
{ƳŀǊǘΣ DΦ 

/ŀƳƳƻŎƪ .ǳǊƴ b·ну b·нсууон нллу .{.L ŜȄŎǳǊǎƛƻƴΦ 

YƛǊǊƛŜǊŜƻŎƘ IƛƭƭΣ ƴƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ 
ƻŦ 

b·оу b·офуу мфуу {ǘŜǿŀǊǘΣ hΦ aΦ ϧ {ǘƛǊƭƛƴƎΣ 
!Φ aŎDΦ 

[ƻŎƘ 5ƻƻƴ {{{L b·пф b·пф нллп 5ŀǊǿŜƭƭΣ !Φ ϧ CƛǎƘŜǊΣ WΦ 

 

Earlier records for the species, now thought to be lost, also exist for hectads NS40 (at Baing 

Loch), NX18 & NX49 (at Loch Ballochling).  
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Carex limosa L.          Bog Sedge 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Scarce. 

 

Native. A perennial herb of Sphagnum mires and the wet, peaty margins of pools, often 

growing in standing water. Most of its sites are acidic and oligotrophic and it tends to occur in 

areas subject to some mineral enrichment. Generally lowland and somewhat declining to 

drainage, afforestation and, in Ireland, peat extraction.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

YƴƻŎƪŜǿŀǊǘ ƭh/I b{нп b{нппт нлмф ²ƘȅǘƻŎƪΣ wΦ ¢Φ 

YƴƻŎƪŜǿŀǊǘ Iƛƭƭǎ b{нп b{нопт нлмт IŀƴƴŀƘΣ !Φ / ϧ aŀŎƪƛŜΣ tΦ 

!ǳƭŘŎǊŀƛƎƻŎƘ ǇƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
ƴŜŀǊ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ 

b{пл b{поулмт нлмр 5ŀŘŘǎΣ bΦ 

²ƛŘƻǿΩǎ [ƻŎƘ b{пл b{ппллму нлмр 5ŀŘŘǎΣ bΦ 

²ƛŘƻǿΩǎ [ƻŎƘΣ ƴŜŀǊ b{пл b{ппнлнл нлмр 5ŀŘŘǎΣ bΦ 

/ƘƛǊƳƻǊƛŜ [ƻŎƘΣ ƴŜŀǊ b·нт b·нмсптсус нлмс /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΣ /ΦΣ IŀƴƴŀƘΣ !Φ ϧ 
tƘƛƭƛǇΣ aΦ 

[ƻŎƘ aŜǊŀŘŘƛŜ b·му b·мроуоп нлмф aŎ[ŜŀǊȅΣ WΦ 

IŀƭŦ aŜǊƪ [ƻŎƘ b·ну b·нтфурм мфут CǊƻƳ {²¢ ŘŀǘŀΣ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 
ƴƻǘ ƴƻǘŜŘΦ 

9ŀǎǘ ƻŦ .ŀǊǊ b·оф b·оф мфутπмффф ϝ 
[ƻŎƘ 5ƻƻƴ {{{L b·пф b·пф нллп 5ŀǊǿŜƭƭΣ !Φ ϧ CƛǎƘŜǊΣ WΦ 

 

Earlier records for the species, now thought to be lost, also exist for hectads NS24 

(Knockewart Loch), NS35, NS40 (at Baing Loch), NS42 & NX28 (near Eyes Loch). The 

three records in hectad NS40 ï despite each being in a different tetrad ï could potentially be 

considered as the one population, as could the two records in hectad NS24. 
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Carex magellanica Lam.             Tall Bog Sedge 
 

National Status: Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Scarce. 

 

Native. A perennial of wet ground, pools and hummocks in Sphagnum bogs, or at the edges 

of gently sloping mires where there is slight lateral water movement; such sites often occur 

on watersheds. It generally occurs in open ground, but sometimes persists in carr.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

5ŀƭƳŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ b{рл b{рмпотлмрлт нллс DŀƭƭŀŎƘŜǊΣ WΦ 

5ŀƭŦŀŘ aƻǎǎ b{сн b{снсннл мффс IŀƴƪƛƴǎƻƴΣ DΦ YΦ 

²ŀǘŜǊƘŜŀŘ b·оф b·осмфмм мффл /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƭΣ 5Φ 

9ƭŘǊƛŎƪ IƛƭƭΣ ƴƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ b·оф b·отуурфотпм нлмр aŎLƴǘƻǎƘΣ WΦΣ ²ΦΣ 
aŎ¢ŜŀƎǳŜΣ 9Φ ϧ {ƳŀǊǘΣ DΦ 

{ƘŀƭƭƻŎƘ ƻƴ aƛƴƴƻŎƘ b·пф b·плфм мфуу aŎ¢ŜŀƎǳŜΣ 9Φ 

 

Earlier records for the species, now thought to be lost, also exist for hectads NS40, NS54 & 

NS63. 
 

 

Carex muricata L.         Prickly Sedge 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Rare. 

 

Native. A tufted perennial herb of well-drained, light, sometimes sandy, soils.  It is found on 

hedge banks, earth-filled walls and roadsides, in rough meadows, heathland and on rocky 

slopes, and is somewhat intolerant of shade. Generally lowland.   

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

{ƻǳǘƘ ²Ŝǎǘ ƻŦ !ȅǊ b{нм b{нм мфутπмффф ϝ 
 

One very early 20th century record, now almost certainly lost, also exists for hectad NX08. 
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Carex oederi Retz.                 Small-fruited Yellow-Sedge 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Rare. 

 

Native. This perennial herb occurs in open, damp or wet habitats, including dune-slacks, the 

upper edge of saltmarshes and on the stony margins of lakes or pools, and in open fens and 

marshes in the lowlands. It usually occurs on flushed acidic soils, but also locally on base-

rich substrates. A diminutive plant which is easily overlooked, C. oederi is appears to be more 

frequent than it was 25 years ago and is probably still under-recorded in W. Scotland. 

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

!ȅǊ b{он b{он мфутπмффф ϝ 
 

Earlier records for the species, now thought to be lost, also exist for hectads NS16, NS24, 

NS25 & NS33. In addition, there are a further seven records from the 1950s and 1960s which 

were recorded as being part of the yellow-sedge complex but which cannot now be assigned 

to a specific species. It is therefore at least possible that some of these may also refer to C. 

oederi.  

 

 

Carex pauciflora Lightf.                Few Flowered Sedge 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Scarce. 

 

Native. A perennial herb of wet, acidic, oligotrophic raised and blanket bogs, often growing 

on and around hummocks and usually in association with Sphagnum species. It is a very 

inconspicuous species and is easily overlooked.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

{ŜŀƳƛƭƭ ς tƻǊǘŜƴŎǊƻǎǎ b{мп b{мп мфутπмффф ϝ 
9ŀǎǘ ƻŦ 5ŀǊǾŜƭ b{со b{со мфутπмффф ϝ 
9ƭŘǊƛŎƪ IƛƭƭΣ ƴƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ b·оф b·отслрфосот нлмр aŎLƴǘƻǎƘΣ WΦΣ ²ΦΣ 

aŎ¢ŜŀƎǳŜΣ 9Φ ϧ {ƳŀǊǘΣ 
DΦ 

/ŀǎǘƭŜ ƻƴ hȅƴŜΣ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ 
aŜǊǊƛŎƪ 

b·пу b·пнуу мфуу {ǘŜǿŀǊǘΣ hΦ aΦ ϧ 
{ǘƛǊƭƛƴƎΣ !Φ aŎDΦ 

 

Earlier records for the species, now thought to be lost, also exist for hectads NS41, NS62, 

NX17 & NX49. Due to the lack of suitable habitat, it is possible that the record in hectad 

NS14 is an error. 
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Carex riparia Curtis                Greater Pond-sedge 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Rare. 

 

A rhizomatous native lowland perennial found in reed-swamps, on the edges of pools & 

lakes, in marshy areas, in wet woodland and along the banks of slow flowing rivers and 

canals. It is a species of base-rich, mesotrophic or eutrophic sites. Reproduction is mainly 

vegetative, but new colonies can arise from seed. GB distribution has remained largely 

unchanged from that of fifty years ago. It is sometimes planted by ponds, and some records 

considered native may refer to such introductions. 

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

YƴƻŎƪŘŀǿ CŀǊƳ ōȅ 
ǘǊƛōǳǘŀǊȅ ǘƻ ²ŀǘŜǊ ƻŦ 
[ŜƴŘŀƭ 

b·му b·мрмуфф нлмр IŀƴƴŀƘΣ !ΦΣ [ŀƴƎΣ 5Φ !Φ 
ϧ aƛŘŘƭŜǘƻƴΣ !Φ 

 
Earlier records for the species, now thought to be lost, also exist for hectads NS20, NS24 

(both at Kilwinning and at Munnoch Burn in West Kilbride), NS42 & NS52. 

 

 

Carlina vulgaris L.              Carline Thistle 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Scarce. 

 

Native. A monocarpic perennial herb, typically occurring in well-grazed grassland on dry, 

infertile calcareous or base-rich soils, but also in more open habitats, including dry rock 

ledges, screes, quarry floors, coastal cliffs and sand dunes. A widespread decline has taken 

place, since 1950. Losses are partly due to habitat destruction and a lack of grazing.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

/ǊŀƛƎƛŜ b{он b{орнм нлмп aǳǘŎƘΣ /Φ 

tƻǊǘŀƴŘŜŀΣ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ b·лт b·лпфнтрсм нлму DŀǎƪŜƭƭΣ [Φ ϧ aƛƭŜǎΣ /Φ 

DƭŜƴŀǇǇ b·лу b·лфмумл нлмн IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΣ ±Φ 

tƛƴōŀƛƴ {ƘƻǊŜΣ [ŜƴŘŀƭŦƻƻǘ b·мф b·мф мффм bŀǘǳǊŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ 
DƭŀǎƎƻǿ ŜȄŎǳǊǎƛƻƴΦ 

 

One early 1980s record, now thought to be lost, also exists for hectad NX07 (at Currarie 

Glen).  There is also a 1950s record from hectad NS41, but this was marked doubtful by the 

recorder and has never been refound. 
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Catapodium marinum (L.) C.E. Hubbard                 Sea Fern Grass 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least concern. 

Local Status: Scarce. 

 

 
Catapodium marinum at Troax É Carol Crawford 

 

Native annual grass growing in dry habitats near the sea, including cliff tops, dunes, shingle 

and increasingly inland by salt-treated roads. Nationally it is found all round the coasts of 

England and Wales and to a lesser extent Scotland.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

IŜŀŘǎ ƻŦ !ȅǊ b{нм b{нуофпмусфф нлмр /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΣ /ΦΣ CǊŀǎŜǊΣ WΦ ϧ 
IŀƴƴŀƘΣ !Φ 

!ǊŘǊƻǎǎŀƴ b{нп b{ннпн нлмп wƛŎƘΣ ¢Φ /Φ DΦ 

hƭŘ L/L ǿƻǊƪǎΣ !ǊŘŜŜǊ b{нп b{нтрпрплмпл нлмф {ƳŀǊǘΣ DΦ 

!тт ǊƻŀŘ ǾŜǊƎŜ ŀǘ ¢ǊƻŀȄ b·му b·млсуул нлмт /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΣ /Φ 

[ŜƴŘŀƭŦƻƻǘ ς /ŀǊƭŜǘƻƴ b·му b·моуф нлмр /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΣ /ΦΣ tŀƴƪƘǳǊǎǘΣ 
!Φ ϧ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΣ !Φ 

tƛƴōŀƛƴΣ [ŜƴŘŀƭŦƻƻǘ b·мф b·мф мффн {ǘƛǊƭƛƴƎΣ !Φ aŎDΦ ϧ .Φ IΦ 
¢Φ 

CŜƻŎƘ aŜŀŘƻǿǎ ǘƻ 
5ŀǊƴŀŎƻƴƴŀǊ 

b·ну b·нуw нллу .{.L ŜȄŎǳǊǎƛƻƴΦ 

 

The Grid reference given for the A77 road verge at Troax record above is a central one for a 

population that spreads to the adjacent tetrad NX18D. Earlier records for the species, now 

thought to be lost, also exist for hectads NS14, NS15 & NS32. 
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Centaurea cyanus L.                   Cornflower 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least concern. Appears on the Scottish Biodiversity List. 

Local Status: Scarce. 

 

 
Centaurea cyanus at Stevenston É Mackie, P. 

 

C. cyanus is an archaeophyte which formerly occurred as an annual weed of arable habitats. 

It is now found in very few arable fields, but it is now frequent in waste places, on roadsides 

and on rubbish tips as a casual arising from gardens and wild-flower seed mixtures. C. cyanus 

was a serious weed until seed cleaning began a rapid decline, accelerated by the use of 

herbicides. Recently it has increased through wild-flower seed.   

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

bŜŀǊ IƛƭƭƘŜŀŘ CŀǊƳΣ 
{ǘŜǾŜƴǎǘƻƴ   

b{нп b{нттнпооф нлму aŀŎƪƛŜΣ tΦ 

!ȅǊ b{ом b{ом мфутπмффф ϝ ¢ƘŜ ŜȄŀŎǘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ 
ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ 
ǊŜŎƻǊŘΦ 

aƛƭƎŀǊƘƻƭƳ tŀǊƪ b{оо b{онротт нлмф {ƳŀǊǘΣ DΦ 

.ƭŀŜ [ƻŎƘ b{ор b{офро нлмр ²ŀǘǎƻƴΣ YΦ WΦ 

/ŀǇǊƛƴƎǘƻƴ b{по b{плмопн нлму YƻƭƻŘȊƛŜƧΣ aΦ 

{ǘŜǿŀǊǘƻƴΣ ǎƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ b{пп b{пп/ нлмс /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΣ /ΦΣ YǊŀǳǎŜΣ !Φ ϧ 
{ƳŀǊǘΣ DΦ 

YƴƻŎƪǎƘƛƴƴƻŎƘ [ŀƎƻƻƴǎ b{см b{слтрмонт нлмф {ƳŀǊǘΣ DΦ 

YŜƴƴŜŘȅΩǎ ǇŀǎǎΣ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ 
DƛǊǾŀƴ 

b·мф b·мрфо мфут {ǘŀƴƭŜȅΣ tΦ 5Φ 

 

Earlier records for the species, now thought to be lost, also exist for hectad NS14. 
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Centaurium littorale (Turner ex Sim.) Gilmour       Seaside Centaury 

 

National Status: Scarce, Least concern. 

Local Status: Rare. 

 

Native. This biennial herb is confined to coastal dunes, the uppermost levels of saltmarshes 

and calcareous, humus-rich turf near the sea where competing vegetation is checked and the 

habitat kept open by grazing or trampling. Nationally its population is stable.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

IǳƴǘŜǊǎǘƻƴ tƻǿŜǊ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ 

b{мр b{мтрпфр нлмо [ƻƴƎǊƛƎƎΣ {Φ 
 

{ƘƻǊŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ aŜƛƎƭŜ .ŀȅ b{мс b{мфмуспут нлмт IŀƴƴŀƘΣ !Φ/Φ 

bƻōŜƭ ²ƻǊƪǎ !ǊŜŀΣ !ǊŘŜŜǊ b{но b{но мфуу {ǘƛǊƭƛƴƎΣ !Φ aŎDΦ 

 

The Grid reference for the Hunterston Power Station, south of, is a central one for a 

population that spreads into hectad NS15 to the north. One additional record for hectad NS33 

(at Dundonald) was made in 2014, but it has since been considered doubtful. Earlier records 

for the species, now thought to be lost, also exist for hectads NS16 (at Knock near Largs), 

NS25 & NX19. 

 

 

Cerastium arvense L.           Field Mouse Ear 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Rare. 

 

Native. This perennial grows mainly on dry, calcareous to slightly acid, sandy soils, occurring 

in pastures, on dry roadsides, wayside banks, the margins of arable fields, sandy or gravelly 

waste ground, sand dunes and sand-pits. Nationally the species has declined, particularly at 

the edges of its range.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

IǳƴǘŜǊǎǘƻƴ b{мр b{мр мфуу {ǘƛǊƭƛƴƎΣ !Φ aŎDΦ 

tǊŜǎǘǿƛŎƪ b{он b{опрнтт мфуу {ǘƛǊƭƛƴƎΣ !Φ aŎDΦ 

/ŀǊƭƛƴΩǎ {ǘƻƴŜΣ 5ǳƴƭƻǇ b{пп b{пмтмрпфптп нлмф IƻƎƎΣ !Φ DΦ [Φ 

 
One pre-1970 record, now thought to be lost, also exists for hectad NS52. It should be noted 

that the Prestwick record was not refound during a dedicated recording trip to the relevant 

tetrad in 2015. 
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Ceratocapnos claviculata (L.) Liden               Climbing Corydalis 

 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern. 

Local Status: Scarce. 

 

 
Ceratocapnos claviculata at the south end of Loch Doon É Mackie, P. 

 

Native. A climbing or scrambling annual of freely-draining acidic, mineral or peaty soils. It 

occurs in deciduous and coniferous woodland, especially in clearings and in recently felled 

areas and occasionally over rock outcrops.  The overall distribution of this species is stable.  

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

YƛƭǊǳǎƪƛƴ b{нр b{нр! нлмт IŀƴƴŀƘΣ !Φ /Φ 

wȅŜ ²ŀǘŜǊ όǳǇǇŜǊύ b{нр b{нрw нлмр ²ŀǘǎƻƴΣ YΦ WΦ 

aŀȅōƻƭŜ ς {ǘǊŀƛǘƻƴ b{ол b{ол мфутπмффф ϝ 

/ǳŦŦ Iƛƭƭ ŀǊŜŀ b{ор b{оурр нлмр ²ŀǘǎƻƴΣ YΦ WΦ 

YƛƴƎ /ƻƭŜϥǎ DǊŀǾŜ ǿƻƻŘ b{пн b{ппппнспп нлмф /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΣ /ΦΣ IŀƴƴŀƘΣ !ΦIΦΣ 
aŀŎƪƛŜΣ tΦ ϧ {ƳŀǊǘΣ DΦ 

!ȅǊ DƻǊƎŜ ²ƻƻŘƭŀƴŘǎ b{пн b{псмнрр нлмс {ƳŀǊǘΣ DΦ 

[ƛǘǘƭŜ 9ǊƛŦŦ Iƛƭƭ ϧ [ƻŎƘ 
aǳŎƪ 

NS50 b{рл! нлмп 
 
.{.L 9ȄŎǳǊǎƛƻƴΦ 

[ƻǳŘƻǳƴ Iƛƭƭ b{со b{слтооттс нлмр /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΣ /ΦΣ [ŀƴƎΣ 5Φ !Φ ϧ 
{ƳŀǊǘΣ DΦ 

[ƻŎƘ 5ƻƻƴ /ŀǎǘƭŜ ŎŀǊ ǇŀǊƪ b·пф b·пуоуфпфу нлму /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΣ /ΦΣ [ŀƴƎΣ 5Φ !Φ ϧ 
aŀŎƪƛŜΣ tΦ 

 

The Ayr Gorge station has previously been recorded with a Grid reference that falls within 

tetrad NS42M immediately to the west. One 19th century record, now thought to be lost, also 

exists for hectad NS41. 
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Ceratophyllum demersum L.                       Rigid Hornwort 
 

National Status: Not Scarce, Least Concern.   

Local Status: Scarce. 

 

 
Ceratophyllum claviculata from Trabboch É Crawford, C. 

 
An aquatic which grows submerged in still or slowly flowing, eutrophic water - in lakes, 

ponds, rivers, canals and ditches. It may be so abundant in ponds and ditches that it forms 

dense masses which rise above the water surface. Reproduction is mostly by vegetative 

fragmentation, but seeds are produced in still-water habitats in some years. This species 

appears to be more frequent than fifty years ago. This probably partly reflects better recording 

of aquatic plants - but there is little doubt that because this species grows in eutrophic water 

its distribution is stable and may even be increasing. 

 

{ƛǘŜ IŜŎǘŀŘ DǊƛŘǊŜŦ [ŀǘŜǎǘ 5ŀǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ 

{ǿŀƴ tƻƴŘΣ /ǳƭȊŜŀƴ b{нл b{ннлф нлмф /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΣ /Φ 

/ƻƻŘƘŀƳ [ŀƪŜ b{оо b{офон нлмф /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΣ /ΦΣ [ŀƴƎΣ 5Φ !Φ 
ϧ aŀŎƪƛŜΣ tΦ 

WŀƳŜǎǘƻǿƴ vǳŀǊǊȅ b{оп b{омпс нлмр ²ŀǘǎƻƴΣ YΦ 

IƛƎƘ DƻƻǎŜƭƻŀƴ b{оп b{онпс нлмр ²ŀǘǎƻƴΣ YΦ 

¢ǊŀōōƻŎƘΣ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǎƳŀƭƭ 
ǇƻƴŘ 

b{пн b{понм нлмф /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΣ /ΦΣ IŀƴƴŀƘΣ !Φ 
/Φ ϧ {ƳŀǊǘΣ DΦ 

 

One 1970s record, now thought to be lost, also exists for hectad NS61. 

 

 

  


