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Editorial

Chairman's Remarks

We are pleased that more contributors are now sending material on disc and
would appreciate it if all would ensure that their copy conforms to the in-house
style.

So we are into the new millennium and the eponymous Atlas project reaches
its final stages. I have to admit to more than a small amount of initial
scepticism but now have to admire the vision of others. The coverage in the
UK has been truly remarkable, with records from all hectads apart from a few
inconvenient islands. This is a tribute to the drive of David Pearman and his
team and to the hard work of the VC recorders and their helpers, particularly
in Scotland where we are thin on a not always very accessible ground. Part
of the spin-off of the Atlas project has been to encourage more recorders to
computerise their data, and, though this process is still alien to some, it is
probably inexorable. Current work by Alex Lockton on the Threatened Plant
Database, the setting up of local records centres and the prospect of a national
Biodiversity Network means that botanical data on your patch will be
computerised by somebody somewhere and used by somebody else. The best
means of quality control is the knowledge which you have and being involved
will ensure 'good' records and probably bring in many more records in an
accessible form.

It was a nice gesture of the authors to dedicate A Flora of Tiree, Gunna and
Coll to Mrs Joan Clark (1908-1999).
Thinking of the late Hugh Lang, we thought it appropriate to have a mountain
plant on the front cover on this issue. The illustration of Gnaphalium
norvegicum (Highland Cudweed) was drawn by Elspeth Lindsay from a slide
taken on Coire Ardair.
Having learned of Barbara's "bugbears" in 1998, we encouraged Mrs Hogarth
to write the article in the current issue indicating what she regarded as the real
value of plant recording in Angus.
The attendance of the Perrings with their bookstalls at our Annual Meetings
has been much appreciated and we hope that they will continue to come north
in their personal capacities. We understand that the new BSBI Publications
(Summerfield Books) will have a presence at this year's Annual Meeting in
Edinburgh.
Recording for Atlas 2000 may have been completed, but the Editors' work
on this Newsletter has been interspersed with checking the Verification and
Discrepancy Lists — and latterly the resurrected Vice-comital Census
Catalogue!
As a result of the invitation in BSBI News for non-Scottish members to
receive the Scottish Newsletter, we welcome a number of new subscribers and
hope they will find it of interest.
The Editors
Peter Macpherson
15 Lubnaig Road
Newlands
Glasgow G43 2RY

Allan McG Stirling
17 Austen Road
Jordanhill
Glasgow G13 1SJ
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GORDON ROTHERO

Apart from the odd bit of recording, not being a Recorder has meant that the
Atlas 2000 work has rather passed me by. With Bernard Thompson removing
from Argyll to the doucer climate of Perthshire this has changed and writing
this piece gives me the opportunity to pay tribute to his reign as recorder for
VC 98. There cannot be many new recorders who receive such a wellordered legacy and his patient, methodical coverage of the area has lifted
Argyll out of the botanical dark ages. I shall just need to build a small
extension to my 'study' to cope with all the material. On a less happy note,
it was sad to hear of the death of Hugh Lang. When I first moved up to
Scotland I met Hugh on my first field meeting and his tall frame, idiosyncratic
approach and pockets full of tiny scraps of plants made a marked impression
- here was a breed apart.
The new Scottish Parliament has found enough to occupy itself without turning
its attention to the protection of wildlife sites so we still do not know the full
outcome of the review "People and Nature", the future of SSSIs, to which the
BSBI responded. The worry is that only those sites with an EU designation
will be sacrosanct and we need to be vigilant. Scotland is to get its first
National Parks in Loch Lomond and the Trossachs and in the Cairngorms.
The consultation stage of the enabling legislation is now with us but there is
little of direct interest to the BSBI in this 'umbrella' bill, which allows the
Parliament to set up the Parks. Of more interest will be the legislation to set
up the individual Parks themselves as the balance of interest here will set the
tone for the work of the Park and the primacy of conservation within them.
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EDNA STEWART

Scottish Annual Meeting 1999
Introduction

The 1999 Scottish Annual Meeting returned to the University of Stirling, five
years after our first visit. This is a popular venue, although the laboratory
space for the exhibits is rather limited. However there were about 20
interesting exhibits, including Alison Rutherford's large living Capegooseberry with edible fruits, and Barbara Hogarth's well displayed collection
of floral stamps from around the world. This was the Perrings' last year of
book sales, and they showed the complete set of publication lists from 1976
to 1999. Richard Thomas was the local organiser and he helped us find our
way to the various rooms set aside for our use. He also gave the afternoon
lecture on 'Mountain Plants in Perthshire' which attracted a large audience.
The evening supper and slide show in the Court Room were also well
supported. Although Hugh Lang was too ill to attend he did send slides. We
shall miss his humorous contributions to the slide show.
Scottish VC Recorders Meeting
Peter Macpherson was in the chair. There was a total attendance of 41, of
whom 37 were VC Recorders. Apologies were given from Trevor Dines who
had to attend the Irish meeting at short notice. David Pearman gave advice
concerning the discrepancy lists which recorders should examine for Atlas
2000. Decisions must be made about doubtful species. First records for
aliens are required. The data base closes at the end of April, checking during
May, and final list will be sent in May. The publisher has not yet been
chosen; draft pages have been produced and the launch will be in 2002. The
Threatened Plants Action Plan should involve recorders - there may be field
meetings to record rare plants. Chris Preston thanked everyone for their
efforts for the Atlas. Mary Briggs mentioned the importance of first records.
David McCosh for the Vice-comital Census Catalogue asked people to check
historical records. A list of doubtful records may appear in the Scottish
Newsletter so that wider response can be gained. The final check will be May
or June. Chris Sydes spoke on Local Biodiversity Action Plans and appealed
to the BSBI to get involved. Allan Stirling mentioned that records of
Lysimachia punctata may in fact be L. verticillaris wrongly identified.

BSBI President. He then gave a report on the topics discussed and actions
taken by the Committee for Scotland during the past year. Keith Watson
reported on the Field Meetings held during 1999 and commented on future
venues. A reminder was given that the next Scottish Annual Meeting would
be held in Edinburgh.
Lecture
Richard Thomas, Recorder for VC 88 gave the afternoon talk entitled
"Mountain Plants in Perthshire". Perthshire has many claims to botanical
fame. One can list its native pinewoods at Rannoch and elsewhere, its tallest
British trees at Dunkeld, its beech hedge at Meikleour and its Fortingall yew.
But its main claim would generally be held to be its mountain flowers. When
one adds in the superb mountain views and the healthy exercise involved, then
studying the mountain flora is supremely rewarding.
Sadly it has to be admitted that this flora is an impoverished Scandinavian one.
Our mountains are less high, less extensive and have less of the botanically
favoured calcareous rock. The plants are subject to a harsher environment due
to the freezing and thawing in our rapidly alternating weather cycles which
strip off protective covers of snow. And sheep nibble indiscriminately, leaving
the choicest vegetation to crags and cliff faces and burn-sides. But of all
Scottish mountains the Breadalbanes and surrounding mountains of Perthshire
are perhaps the most-favoured by plants because of the extensive outcrops of
calcareous mica-schist which weather continuously to a mineral rich soil.
A visit to any Breadalbane hill will yield the common calcicoles and show
their special adaptations to mountain existence - cushion plants, hairiness,
vivipary, colourful and large flowers. In the south, Ben Chonzie harbours
Hairy Stonecrop (Sedum villosum) and Scottish Asphodel (Tofieldia pusilla).
Mountain Pansy (Viola lutea) comes in some striking purple and yellow colour
variations. Saxifrages are common; Purple Saxifrage (Saxifraga oppositifolia)
is particularly attractive draping itself over rock and at its best in May before
botanists are out and about. Many ferns, willows and sedges can also be seen.

The Annual General Meeting for the BSNI membership resident in Scotland
had an attendance of 60. Peter Macpherson (Chairman) welcomed those
attending, in particular those present for the first time and Mrs Mary Briggs,

As one travels from Ben Lui in the west via Glen Lyon or Glen Lochay in the
centre to Ben Lawers further east one should find all the basic montane flora
and the occasional rarity: plants such as Purple Oxytropis (Oxytropis halleri),
several reticulate willows including Downy Willow (Salix lapponum) and Netleaved Willow (Salix reticulata), the ferns Mountain Bladder Fern (Cystopteris
montana) and Alpine Woodsia (Woodsia alpina) present in some quantity on
some hills, Mountain Avens (Dryas octopetala) rarely in quantity so always
a prize find, and Alpine Bartsia (Bartsia alpina) and Alpine Forget-me-not
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Regional Meeting

(Myosotis alpestris) sharing their British distribution with Upper Teesdale.
Ben Lawers is probably the most famous montane site in Britain. It has not
only such well-known (and legally protected) plants as Drooping Saxifrage
(,Saxifraga cernua) and the annual Snow Gentian (Gentiana nivalis) but also
a long list of rare rushes, sedges and others which put the site alongside Upper
Teesdale and the Lizard as botanical meccas.
The plants lost over the last century or two make sad reading - of montane
plants certainly Arctic Bramble (Rubus arcticus) and possibly Alpine Cotton
Grass (Trichophorum alpinum). The conservation of what we now have is
vital. It is also nice to speculate on what could be. Snowdon Lily (Lloydia
serotina) is now, in Britain, only in Snowdonia but was possibly here at the
end of the Ice Ages. And Ghost Orchid (Epipogium aphyllum), unknown in
Scotland, grows now in birch woodland amongst typical Scottish plants in
arctic Sweden. Now there's a hope!
Abstracts of Exhibits
Some Ayrshire (VC 75) Records 1999

John Blane

The exhibit displayed Scutellaria minor (Lesser Skullcap) recorded on 26th
August at Pennhapple Reservoir, the first confirmed record and site for many
years in Ayrshire.
Also shown was a dead spike of Goodyera repens (Creeping Lady's-tresses)
found below Pinus sylvestris in Darnley Plantation, Troon on 23rd September
1999.
Ripe fruits of Castanea sativa (Sweet Chestnut) collected on 4th November,
1999 near Oswald Bridge, Auchincruive generated interest.
Atriplex on inland roads
in Berwickshire,VC 81

Michael Braithwaite
& Luke Gaskell

Atriplex prostrata (Spear-leaved Or ache) was only known in VC 81 near the
sea until 1993 when it was found near Coldstream. It is now widely
established along the main roads in VC 81 and also in VC 80, but has not
spread to other habitats.
Atriplex littoralis (Grass-leaved Orache) was not known in VC 81 until 1998
when it was found near Duns. Five more stations were added in 1999. It is
found along main roads, but not the major trunk routes. Further spread is
predicted.
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Atlas 2000 - Berwickshire (VC 81) - The Results

Michael Braithwaite

A checklist of Berwickshire was published in 1990. Since then, 196 'Atlas
2000' taxa have been added to the flora of which 58 are native. The
additional native taxa are mainly critical taxa and hybrids. The six new native
'full species' are all slightly critical, with look-alikes that occur more
frequently in the VC. The 138 alien taxa added, including 65 considered to
be 'established', reflect the greater attention paid to aliens and their habitats,
including the wider policies of the larger houses. 1004 'Atlas 2000' taxa are
currently recognised as extant in VC 81, 685 native and 319 alien.
Red Data Book Alchemillas from Berwickshire

Michael Braithwaite

A large colony of Alchemilla glaucescens was found on the Berwickshire coast
in the autumn of 1999 in precipitous species-rich limestone grassland. This
species had already been known in Berwickshire since 1982 near Chirnside,
but its status was in doubt. Both colonies are now considered native. Mr P.
Lusby and Dr S.M. Walters both consider that the plants now found on the
coast, but not the Chirnside plants, differ from typical material of this species,
and wish to examine material collected in summer.
East Sutherland and Caithness Plants

Ken Butler

Statistics showed the effect of a BSBI meeting on the records for the East
Sutherland vice-county. The total of mappable dots rose from 11,044 to
12,426. The proportion of modern records rose from 28% to 60%.
The Caithness records at the close of the season were 9,265 mappable records,
of which 41% are modern and 51% are '70 to '87.
A specimen was shown of Equisetum x rothmaleri at a new site near Tongue,
VC 108.
Three specimens were shown of Dryopteris expansa from lowland sites - one
close to a seashore - in East Sutherland.
Plant Records from Selkirkshire (VC 79), 1999

RWM Corner

The following species were exhibited from VC 79: Ornithopus perpusillus
(Bird's-foot) (second record) from a forestry track, a habitat in which it is
increasing generally. Eleogiton fluitans (Floating Club-rush) (first record),
which appears to be extinct at all its previously known sites in the Lothians
and Borders and Scrophularia umbrosa (first record), which has extended its
range upstream on the River Tweed where it is locally common.
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Plant Records from Roxburgh (VC 80), 1999

RWM Corner

Species from VC 80 were Calamagrostis canescens (Purple Small-reed) (third
extant record),where it was abundant in a small fen in an area of blanket
conifer afforestation, Euonymus latifolius (Broad-leaved Spindle) (first record)
and probably bird sown from a neighbouring estate, Fragaria moschata
(Hautbois Strawberry) (first record) well established as a relic of cultivation,
Hedera colchica (Persian Ivy) (first record) long established as a railway
species, Rumex hydrolapathum (Water Dock) (first record) discovered by
Luke Gaskell by the River Tweed, Rumex x abortivus a hybrid dock (first
record) with both parents one of which (Rumex conglomeratus) is a rare
species in the vice-county, Rumex x dujftii a hybrid dock (first record) with
both parents, Sagina maritima (Sea Pearlwort) (first record) discovered by
Luke Gaskell and an addition to the inland halophyte flora of the vice-county
and Symphytum asperum (Rough Comfrey) (first record) discovered by Henry
Noltie in 1992 where it still occurs as a vigorous roadside clump.
Esthwaite Water-weed

Angela Darwell

Esthwaite Water-weed (Hydrilla verticillata) has been rediscovered in Britain
after an absence of almost 60 years. First record for Scotland.
What are friends for?

Pat and Ian Evans

Once again, we are indebted to visiting botanists and friends for some exciting
finds in West Sutherland (VC 108) in 1999. Gordon Rothero takes pride of
place with Luzula arcuata on Canisp, Saxifraga nivalis on Suilven and Orthilia
secunda near Cam Loch. BSBI members Miss C. Ahrens and Miss MF Myles
found Anacamptis pyramidalis at Oldshoremore, and a member of the Assynt
Field Club told us about Convolvulus arvensis in her garden at Lochinver.
Meanwhile, we managed new locations for Calamagrostis epigejos on Loch
Assynt and Carex otrubae on Soyea Island.
Unsquare bashing in VC 103

Lynne Farrell

The islets off Mull do not easily fit into squares for recording purposes, but
do provide rewarding ground. Five of the smaller islands - Staffa, Little
Colonsay, Gometra, Inchkenneth and Eorsa, were visited by boat during the
period 20 to 25 June 1999. Help with recording was received from Gordon
Rothero, Jean Millar, Stephen Ward, Ro Scott, David Hawker, Imogen
Crawford, and several Mullachs. New sites were found for Orobanche alba,
Vicia orobus and Sorbus rupicola. Many thousands of plants of Mertensia
maritima were located on the western shores of Little Colonsay. Ruppia
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maritima was found on the N.W. end of Gometra, and Pimpinella saxifraga
on the S.E. slopes of Inchkenneth. A flushed area on the north-side of Eorsa
yielded a good stand of Juncus maritimus, with many chrysalises and
emerging moths as an additional feature.
Some Cumbrian Records

G Halliday

Specimens were exhibited of the following, all new to Cumbria: Chenopodium
strictum (VC 70), Euphorbia platyphyllos (VC 70), Echinochloa colona (VC
69), Scilla messenaica (VC 69), otherwise known in Britain only from
N.Somerset and W. Suffolk, Callitriche truncata (VC 69) at a new northern
limit and Betula nana (VC 70), otherwise known in England from only single,
localities in S.Northumberland and Durham.
What is Lysimachia punctata L.?

G Halliday

The Exhibit focussed on the recent paper by H McAllister (Watsonia 1999,
22, 279-281) in which he suggested that most British plants of "L. punctata"
are best assigned to the neglected L. verticillaris Sprengel, of eastern Turkey
and southern Asia. However, an examination of some British specimens and
a few Turkish ones identified as L. verticillaris appeared to show that a
number of characters deemed by McAllister to be diagnostic of the latter were
absent in all the specimens, namely longer petioles, seed production and
branched pedicels. The British specimens appeared to have slightly larger
flowers. This suggests that the complex urgently requires further study and
a note on the subject is in preparation in collaboration with AO Chater and CD
Preston.
Wildlife Sites System

Alison Hannah

Stirling is now the headquarters for the Scottish Wildlife Action Programme,
surveying and advising on SWT Wildlife Sites.
Philately and Flowers

Barbara Hogarth

Two posters presenting sets of postage stamps with designs illustrating wild
flowers. The themes depicted included conservation, protected species, alpine
plants and medicinal plants.
New&Interesting Plants of Scotland/Midlothian

Douglas McKean

The exhibit consisted of about a dozen herbarium specimens mainly in the
nature of being locally rare but mainly casual. Apera spica-venti for instance
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had not been found in the Edinburgh area for a number of years and Agrostis
castellana seems new or overlooked. The specimen of Salix triandra was
from a large tree not recorded in the Lothians for many years.
Aberrant Plant Forms, Lanarkshire

P Macpherson

The exhibit depicted unusual forms of five common plants seen in Lanarkshire
(VC 77) during the 1999 recording season. Taller and more branched plants
of Self Heal (Prunella vulgaris) than usual were seen during the year, that
exhibited being 24" high and 10" wide. In the neighbourhood of slag heaps
near Leadhills there were caipets of dwarf Water Avens (Geum rivale), many
double flowered and/ or proliferative. Over a limited area of Green Lowther
Hill at c.700m there were plants of Heath Rush (Juncus squarrosus).v/ith
spherical inflorescences. A sedge looked so unusual that I assumed it to be
a hybrid. However, the referee (AO Chater) determined it as a monstrous
form of Glaucous Sedge (Carexflacca). Finally, in August, two-headed Red
Clovers (Trifolium pratense) were seen near the margin of a pond NE of
Douglas — during the eclipse!
Interesting Records from N Ebudes (VC 104), 1999

CW Murray

All the exhibits are new 10km.square records, seen while revisiting for 'Atlas
2000' - though the Cerastium arctium arrived in the post, after it was found
in two places in the Blaven hills, the second having Draba norvegica, also
new, as well.
Pyrola minor turned up on the VC Recorders 'home ground' while looking for
an old record of Rubus saxatile. Another old record (CN Page 1971) on the
far side of the 'home square', for Equisetum telmateia was tracked down - and
growing with it was a larger than usual E. variegatum. The Epilobium x
rivulare came from a streamside on Eigg and is new to VC 104.
BSBI Publications 1976 - 1999

F & M Perring

A display of publication lists from 1976 - 1999.
The Mysterious Solanums

Lesley Brown

Supper and Slides
After supper, slides were shown by six members as follows:
RWM Corner
Border Plants
L Farrell
Unsquare bashing in VC 103
BG Hogarth
Flowers in Angus
H Lang
(Shown by Rod Corner) Galloway & Greenland
Plants + Arabis alpina in Skye
RJ Pankhurst
Outer Hebrides 1999
R Scott
Mull Islands & E Ross Field Meetings

BSBI Committee for Scotland
The following is the composition of the Committee from Nov 1999-Nov 2000
Chairman - GP Rothero : Secretary /Treasurer - Miss L Farrell: Field
Meetings Secretary - K Watson : Minutes Secretary - JW Mcintosh: Meetings
Secretary - Mrs EW Stewart : Members of Committee - PS Lusby, Drs P
Macpherson, CJ Miles and MF Watson.
Representing SNH - Dr C Sydes: Representing BSS - J Lyth.
At the AGM on 4th Nov 2000, K Watson, J Mcintosh and Mrs EW Stewart
retire, the last two being eligible for re-election. Nominations for the
vacancies, signed by two members of the Society normally resident in, or
recorders for, a vice-county in Scotland, although not resident there, and
with written consent of the candidate, who must also qualify as above, should
reach the undernoted at Scottish Natural Heritage, Kilmory Estate, Kilmory,
Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8RR by 30th September 2000.
L Farrell Hon Secretary.

Alison Rutherford

Living examples of Potato, Cape-gooseberry and Tomato found established
in VC 99 were exhibited - the latter two in fruit It is believed that the Capegooseberry (Physalis peruviana) is new to Scotland. Seedlings appeared at the
coast for the second year running, as well as on the sands of Troon, Ayrshire
(VC 75) and also inland in VC 99 at a wall-foot. It was hoped that people
with coastal tomatoes in their areas would look out for this plant.
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C.A.R.S.E The Biological Records Centre for Central Scotland

Scottish Field Meetings 2000
Full details of the following meetings will be found in the Year Book.
June 3
June 10
Aug 5
Aug 12/13

Hareheugh Crags, Berwicks. ME Braithwaite
Glen Gavel, Lanarks. P Macpherson
Rannoch Moor, Mid Perth. PS Lusby
Spean Bridge, Westerness. GP Rothero
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