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SDITORIAL

It  is mosl Arat l fy ing thal  so many varied contr lbul ions
have been received enabl ing the editors lo conpi le what ue
trust wi l l  be an interesl ing Ness Letter.  over 30 copies
are now seni to BSBI inenbers furth of Scol land, and alnce
our fast iaaue the Nei.  york Botanical  Carden has ordered a
8el of  back nunbers and vishea to purchase future onee.

Once again ue have been saddened by the death durina
the year of membera u,ho have contr ibuted nuch to ScolLlsh
Botany. Obituar ies lo MIss C.! l l .  l lu irhead and Mias Mary
Mccal lun lJebster are included elsewhere in theae pages.

lle are very pleasecl that Dr Alasta-ir Lavery, the ne!,,
Director of Lhe Scott ish Field Studles Associai ion Ltd,
l r ishes to marntain Nhe connect ion w. i tb lhe BSBI and has
agreed that the Nevs Lelter r i I I  cont inue lo be produced
at Kindrogan.

l , le look forward to your contr ibut ions for Nevs Lelter
N o . 9  w h i c h  s h o u f d  r e a c h  u s ,  1 f  p o s s l b l e ,  b y  3 l a t  D e c e m b e r
r986 .

A .  M c C .  S T I R L I N c

FROM THE CHATRMAN

P. MACPHERSON

I was €treat ly honoured to be elecled at the AGM last
November. I  feel  very humble fol lowing ln the footsNeps
of our three previous Chairden - Br ian Brookes, Al lan
Stir l ln8 and Rlchard Thomas. f  an part icular ly indebted
lo Richard since I  have . inher. i ted a mosi ef f ic. ient ly run
Conmittee. He has nol only been a mosl able Chairnan but
he has also encouraged the Society ln Scot land Lo becone
more invofved in conserval ion matt-ers,  aboul whlch he
wri tes efse here in this issue. Ue, nhose pr inary aln is
to record the Bri t lsh F]ora, must have some input '  even
i f  i t  i s  o n l y  l h e  g i v i n g  o f  a d v i c e  t o  b o d i e s  l l k e  t h e  N C C
and lhe Scott ish Wildl i fe Trust,  of ,herwise we stand a

Sood chance of losing some of the inore inlerest ing aspects
o f  o u r  f 1 o r a .  B S B I  N e w s  3 1  s u m m a r i a e d  l h e  S o c i e l y ' 3  p o l i c y
towards conservaLion. I f  any member conalders that a
botanical ly inport ,an! s i le ia under threal please let  me
or any conmit lee 4ember know so that we can take appropriaNe

O n e  m a j c r  p r c j e c t  h a s  c o m e  t o  f r u i t i o n  s i n c e  t . h e  i n c e D t . i o n



,

o f  l h e  B S B I  C o m m l t , t e e  f o r  S c o L l a n d  -  r . h e  p L b l i c d t i o n  c f
A  M a p  F l o r a  o f  L l a l n l a n d  I n v e r n e s s - s h i r c ,  r b r  u , n r c h  l h e
@ nFnbers v. ,hc he I  ped
nrust,  feel  just i fyably proud. l l /e st i l l  await .  the Cencus
Catalogue on which Alan Si lverside is workinA hard, bur
hanpered by compet. ing demands on computer t lme. Members
witL be del lghted lo know chat the new Scott ish Field Cards,
produced by the Biological  Records Centre, have at long
fast been publ ished - lhe lel ter lng nray pose problems for
those of us with lesa than perfect eyesighi unfortunately,
Your Comnit- lee has also been involved in Biving advice on
l h e  s p e c i e s  l o  b c  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  n e v i s e d  S c h e d u l e  o f
ful ly protected plant.a in the Wild] i fe and Count.ryside
Act (1981) and you might be interested to know that lhe
current.  l is l  of  proposed addit ions includes lhe fol lowinA
Scolt lsh species :-  Homogyne alpina, Er igeron boreal is
and Scheuchzeria DalusNris.

oft ;aln-E;Et . l -F; l ;T recenr.  oeveLopmants hds been
the creat ion of a Conservat ion off icer for bot-anical
socleir ies in Bri la in,  including Lhe BSBI, and ke ,ere al f
del lghled when Nlck Slev,art  gol  lhe post.  I 'n sure t ,hat,
everyone vculd l ike to offer their  consraLulat ions and
best i r ishes to hi ln.  I l  is a job with enormous poteni ial  -
readlng tbe job descript ion one almost feels lhal  ten
people ni8ht have been more appropriate!

The nal ional Society 's gai.n ua6 our loss, but before he
l e f t  N l c *  h a d  c o f l p l e t e d  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  t h i s  y e a - ' s  f i e l d
meetlogs vhich looka noat invi t ing. I  hope ,re shal l  see
you on theae and Lhai af ter fasi  yearrs non-summer may I
vish you al l  an excel lent season of bot.anising in l ropical
sunshine (bir t  interspersed with the odd downpour so lhat
e i e r v t h i n g  d o e s  n o t  d r y  u p  c o m p l e t , e l y l ) .

NOSALIND Si\4ITH

VICE-COLINTY I?BCORDERS

It is expe.ted l rhat lhe vacancies recent ly occurr ing ln
U C E  9 2 ,  9 4 , 9 5  a n d  9 6 b  w - i 1 1  t , e  f i l l e d  l r i t h o u t  d e l a y .
lbninat ions have heen senr lo the BSAI Records Conmittee.

Changes of address :-

I l r - s  O . 1 4 . : l f c w a r t  ( V C 7 3 )  n c w  3 0 , / 5  a , i t i n t o n  n o a d ,  E d i n b u r g h
[ H  ] O  5 D G



N . J .  S t e w a r l  ( V C 8 7 ) either as above, or C.onservat, ion
Assoclat ion of Botanical  Societ ies,
c/o Soulh London Botanical  Inst. ,
323 Norward Road, London SE21

D r  R . A - H .  S m i t h  ( V C 8 9 )  n o e  : -  ' H o l b u r n ' ,  D a l c r u e  n o a d ,
Pitcairngreen, Perth PHI 3LU

B . H .  T h o m p s o n  ( V C 9 8 )  n o l r  : -  ' C l e n l u s s a ' ,  F o r d ,
by tochgi lphead, Arayl l  PA3l 8RH

FTLE DRAWERS FOR BSBT INDEX CARDS

These drawers u,hich can be suppl ied free of charge to
VC necorder, . ,  are for holding lhe 8u x 5f l  lndex cards which
are a convenient l ,ay of stor lng f lora records. They renain
the property of lhe BSBI however and should be handed on
irhen a change of Recorder occurs. Dr n.A.H. Snl |h has lhree
of Lhese units avai lable, and any recorder interested in
aquir ing one should get in touch wlth her aL the address

BSB] COMI,IITTEE FOR SCOTLAND

The fol lowina is the conposit ion of the Comnlt tee from
N o v e n b e r  l 9 8 5  l o  N o v e m b e r  1 9 8 b : -

C h a i r m a n  -  D r  R . A . H .  S n i t h ;  V i c e - C h a i r m a n  D r  R . E . T h o n a s ;
Sec retary /  Treasurer -  Dr P. Macpherson; Field l leet in8s
Secret,ary -  H.J. Nol l le;  MinuNes Secret,ary -  Mrs M. Barron;
Meet. ings Secretary -  Miss J.  Muscot, t , .  Members of Commlt iee
-  D r  J . H .  D i c k s o n ;  D r  H - 4 .  L a n g ;  S .  P a y n e ,  A . A . P .  S l a c k ;
M i s s  H .  S l r a c e  a n d  A . M c C .  S t . i r l i n g .

Represent ing lhe NCC - l { lss R. Scott ;  represent- ing the
Botanical  Society of Edinburgh - D.R. l . {cKean.

A t  t h e  A G M  o n  l s l  N o v e m b e r  1 9 8 6 ,  N h r e e  n e n b e r s  w i l l  b e
elected lo the Comnil lee. The ret i r ing members wi l l  be
D r  J . H .  D i c k s o n ,  S .  P a y n e  a n d  U i s s  H .  S t a c e ,  a l l  o f  u h o D
w i l l  b e  e l l g i b l e  f o r  r e - e l e c t i o n .  N o m i n a L i o n s ,  s i g n e d  b y
lv|o members of the Society nornal ly resldent In Scot]and,
or who are Recorders for a vlce-county in Scot land al thouSh
noL resident lhere, and ui th the wrl t len consent of lhe
candidate who f lust also qual l fy as above, should reach the
undersigned al  l5 LubnaiS Road, Clasgow C43 2RY by the
3 0 t h  S e p t e h b e r  1 9 8 6 .

Peier l lacpherson, Hon. Secrelary, Commil lee for Scot land.



A BOTANTST BY ANY OTHER NAI.4E? G . H .  B A L L A N T Y N E

'tAh, I  hear you are a botanist , t ' .  " ! ie would l ike you to
j o i n  o u r  s c i e n t l f i c  a u b - c o n m l t t e e r r .  I ' C i n  y c u  g j . v e  u s  s o m e
advice on what $e should plant in this piece of grcund
we have been given",  "Whal 's t ,he di f ference belween a cyme
a n d  a  r a c e h e ? ' r .

Every t ime I  am confronl-ei  with one of these comments
o r  q u e s t i o n a  o r  t , h e i r  l i k e  I  g r o a n !  B e c a u s e  I ' v e  b e e n
inLeresled in ihe countryslde, especial ly wi ld f lowers, for
some thir ty yeara nou, and because I  an the off ic ial
B o l a n i c a l  R e c o r d e r ,  n E t . u r a l l y  p e o p l e  a s s u n e  t h a t  l  a m  a
b o l a n i s l  .  t h a t  i s  ' o n e  s k l l l e d  l n  L h e  s c i e n c e  o f  p l a  t s '
( C h a n b e r s  D i c l i o n a r y ) .  E u t r  l [  a n  f a r  f r o n  d e s e r v j n A  o l  T h a t
d e s c r i p t i o n !  T r u e ,  f  d i d  m a n a 4 e  t o  s c r a p e  a  p a s s  i n  b t o l o 8 y
( l o e r e r )  a t  s c h o o l ,  b u t  I  f a i l e d  m i s e r a h l y  i n  p u r e  s c l e n c e
subjects and naths. l , lhat bent I  h"re is touar. j l ,  l i terature,
?  f a c l  r F f l e c ' e d  ' n  r y  I r o f F s . ' i o  ,  ' . r a *  o f  l i b - ? - i a ' 1
(though nowadays nany cf ny col feagues lrould sccff  at  i -he

a s s o c i a t i c n ) .  S o  i t  i s  d a f t  t o  p r e t e n d  l h a t  I  a m  a  s c i e n t i s t . .
VJhat to caI l  invself .  then? Flower- lover is accLrrate but.

i i  noL quite r ight.  Plantsman has def ini te gardeninB cver-
tcnes, or maybe auSgests a prcfessional plant hunter.  I t
c a n  s c a r c € L y  b e  r w i l d  f l o w e r e r r ,  a l t h o u g h  i n c r e a s i n € l l y
b i r d - r a t c h e r  i s  b e c o o i n g  ' b i r d e r ' ,  a  r o r d  I  d o  n o t  c a r e
f o r  a t  a l l .  I ' d  l o n g  p u z z l e d  o v e r  t h i s  u n t i l ,  d u r i n g  t h e
aut,unn of 1985 I  came across a book cal led A h'o,r .rect of
Flowers. The blurb indicated lhat i l  t reated of ln i Id
Ti6i&E from Doints of v iew oi l"er t .han that.  or-  the botanist 's
a n c l  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  a  c h a p l e r  c n t i t l e d  ' P o l a n i s t s  a n d  b c t a n -
cphi ls '  caught ny eye. Unless I  was nislaken, a wrod ending
i n  ' . , . p h i 1 / e ' n e a n i  i a  l o v e r  c f . . . r .  a n d  s u r e  c n o L r g h ' h c
o p i n i o r  w a s  p u t ,  f o r u . r d  t h 3 f ,  r r t h e  t e r n  b c l a n o p h i l  m a y  b e
b o r r o r e d  t o  d e a c r i b e  a  p e r s o n  w h o !  w i t h o u l  b e i n g  a  b o l a n i s t ,
i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p l a n t s " .  M e  t , o  a  r N ' !

The expresser of lh ls view was Andrew Young, and he was
w r i t l n g  i n  1 9 4 5 .  F o r l y  y e a r s  l a t e r  h i s  b o c k  u t s  r e i s s u e d
t o  m a r k  l h e  c e n t e n a r y  o f  h i s  b i r L h ,  a l  E ] g i n ,  i n  1 B 8 5 .
Young attcnded school and then New CoLlege in Edinburgh and
after Lhe f i rst  ror ld war Doved to Hove to be rninist .er cf
che Presbyter ian Church there. In 1939 he was induclred inLo
the Angl ican Church and became Vicar . l  Sf.ne. inrre in I lusjrex.
He ret i red in 1959 to near Chichesr.er,  Hhere he died i .n

' . .  '  
! ' L ! !  J  e - , - r ]  1 ] : / r  | , ] j  ]  j l



b
not l io much as a prose wri ter that YounS l . 'on renown but as
a poet.  He publ ished hls f l rst  book of poens in 1910 and
by the 1930s had becone recognised as a major wri ter,  part-
icular ly as a tnature poelr .  A Blance at the contents t ist
of  his Poet. lca1 l lorks, elso lssued tc celebraie his cent-
e n a r y ,  c o n f i r n s  h i s  a b i d i n g  i n l e r e s t  i n  n a t u r e  -  r T h e

G r e e n  W o o d p e c k e r ' ,  ' S e a  W n n w o o d t ,  r i / a l k l n g  i n  b e e c h  l e a v e s r ,
' A t  A n b e r l e y  B r o o k s ' ,  r D r o s e r a  a n g l i c a r  a n d  s o  o n .  B u t  h e
was also much intr igued by mysl lcal  experience and death,
as witness his later,  longer poems and verse plays, and
this aspecl is broughL oui in a short  piece composed in
1 9 2 0  c a ] l e d  ' H e r e  a n d  l h e r e ' ,  w h i c h  a l s o  c a p t u r e s  h i a
innate love of naLure - :-

Eyes that are black as bramble-berr ies
That.  lustre wlth ] iaht ihe rank hedgero!,s

Are kindty eyes and wlthin then ihere is
Love of lhe land r/here the bramble arows.

But nine are blue aa a far-off  dlalance
And grey as tr ,he water beneath the sea;

Therefore they look si lh a 1on8 insj .atence
For things thai  are not and cannoi be.

R e t u r n i n g  b o  Y o u n g ' s  u s e  o f  r b o t a n o p h i l ' ,  h e  s a y s

" W h i l e  a  b o l a n o p h i l  s e a r c h e s  f o r  p l a n t s ,  a  b o t a n i s t  m a y
n o L  h a v e  t , i m e  t o  d o  s o ,  o r  e v e n  t h e  l n l e r e a l , , . . . .  T h e
former is so much a plant aeeker that in wlnter when there
are fet ,{  planLs lo l ind, he usual ly hibernat,es. Indeed i t
is by this habit  of  hibernat ing that he ray besi be dist-
inguished l f i l i te the botanist  is l lke an evergreen, rork-
ing throughoul the year,  lhe botanophi l  ia l ike one of those
perennials that die doun to a rootstalk in autunn and l ie
nore or ]ess dormant t i1 l  the 3prin8- A botanophl l  once
confessed that in winter he could not remember the botan-
lcaL nanes. Put in spr ing, before the Wake-robin is i l rsel f
awake, he is up and doin8, wandering about in hia eager
s e a r c h  f o r  p l a n t s ' r .  M a n y  , o u l d  a g r e e !

Youngrs A Prospeci of  Flowera and his later A Retrospect
of Flowers are wel l  worth readlng. The jackel of  the new
;a&GE-6T lhe former connents that 'reach essay is a fraS-
ment of autobiography and a nosalc in rhich fascinat ing
bits of infornat ion are subt ly iuxtaposed and inier_related '

Perhaps a rather f louery (sorry!)  descr ipt ion, but never-
lhefess a true che. As to his suSSest ion to uae rbotanophi l r ,



1t is a pi ty the word . is so unwieldy -  not least to say 7
out loud - and I  cannot real ly inagine rry usinA 11r- l lh1ch
ls 3 nuisance, for botanisl  I  insisl  I  an not.

What do others cal l  thenselves?

CODE OF CONDUCT FOR BSBI SCOTTISH FIELD MEETINCS

1. Persons attending BSBI f ie ld meetings do ao at their
ol tn r .Lsk.

2. The neet lng Leader has lhe r iSht to refuae part ic ipat ion
to any member or guesl whoae behaviour or equipment is
considered unaat isfactory.

3- For certaln meetlngs the Leader i l l  provide a register
to record the nanes of al l  part ic ipants at the start  of
the neet ing. This musl be countersigned by each part-
ic ipant at the end of the meeting.

4, For al l  meet ingr, ,  each part lc lpant shoufd carry i -

IJater-proof and wind-proor clo Lh ing

Approprlate footrear

Adequate food and dr ink

In remote or mourtainous country each parl ic ipant
should carry :-

hlhis l le,  nap ar id conpass

and be fani l lar v i th t l_eir  uae.

5. At al l  b ines respecb the property of the owners who
grant access to their  1and. Fol low the Couniry Code
and avoj.d damage io del icate habitats.

6. observe lhe provislons of the Wlldl i fe and Counlryslde
Act.  on1y col lect gpecinens lrhen str ictLy necessary for
ident i f lcat lon or reaearch purposes, and obtain the
permlasion of bhe Leader befcre doing so.

7, Pay gr.rat at tent ion to the hazards of the terraln,



ltlcludiDg lotentlel danSElE to othela floD dt6lod8eA
stones, eapecblly on cl1ffB o! ac!€ea.

8. If ps,rtlclFDtB vlsh to leave tbe Et! SrouP' tb.y
shouldl neve! do so o! thelr ovn. l sDalL Stoup ahoull be
for:Eeal, one of vhoae DDbols Eust be able to lavLglta
usl.lrg @p 4nal coDp4ss. Suoh slell groups By qrly leave
tho 6.1n patty *lth the p€ld.rrlon of the la8delr vho
rdu6t bo tolit of the group rs Intsnded route.

SCOIITSE FIELD l,ltBIImS IX 1985

Ilre foUorlrt8 ls e brlef retdidor of tho datos of tb.
1986 Detln8t. For frrrthe! d6tot16 the full proSt D
leaflet shoulil be oonauLted.

24 e 2, t&y mrmcrsElltE (for @)

14 & 15 Jule S.V. STIRIITGSEIm

5 - 1r JuIy WESIiER RoSS

12 & 1, July cLmC0E & Mn{ocE }fOR

26 - 28 July REI]IXS 0F mLLSi ' rIKCUDBRICf,TSEIm

9 Ausust GIISGO4I (FloE of GlssSov PloJeot)

16 - 2, luAust KIIDROGAI{ IIEID CEmm, PEnmSEIXE (Caoeea)

,O luaust . IIDIOEIAI| (tr'loE of the Iothlanr hoJoot)

20 - 27 sept KItDxOcAl| (lteter Plants)

P1ea6e note that the addres. 8lven i! tho plogra@ for
the lteete! Ro6s @6ting l.s futoolleot. nt folldllg l. the
ooEect aalibeEs r- lb T cUffotn' tr tute corucrvsncy couDollt
IeltaS, A'tanceun Flelil St.tlon, trlDloch€ro' Ro66-rhlro'
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MARY cCALLUI.' $IEBSTER OLGA I,1. STDIIAiT

Mary l {cCaIlum WeLster died on ?th t lcvember 1i185, aaed
78, and Scottand losb a f i rst .-c lass f ie ld bolranisl .  Flow-
e r s  h a d  a l w a y s  b e e n  h e r  g r e a t e a i  l o v e .  n a  a  l i t . t l e  g i r l
she sal, '  a ehite violet  on the other side cf  a nudt iy d- i lch,
a n d  g o L  a  s p a n k i n g  f o r  g o i n g  t o  p r . k  j l  a g a i n s !  h e r
governesst wishee. Her early educal ion was fron a ser. ies
o f  g o v e r n e s s e s ,  1 9  l n  7  y e a r s  u n t i l ,  a g e d  1 5  s h e  u r e n t .  c f f
to boarding school al  West Heath. and then lo HEnr Common.
A f t e r  s c h o o l  s h e  w e n t  t o  B r u s s ,  : o  i f i n l s h ' ,  . ,  t h e n
worked as a nanny- l lhen lhe 1939 war started she Joined
Lhe ATS, at- tached lo the 1oth Battal ion Gordon Highlanders
and was sent to the f i rsb school of  cookery for ucmen at
Aldar:rhot.  She vas posted lo Or.knev, and larer t .o SheNland
a s  c o o k - a e r g e a n L  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  l h e  B a t t l e  c f  N a r v i k .
After gaining a commission she ended up as a stal f  capt-aln
i n  M o n t 8 o n e r y t s  H Q  i n  G e r m a n y  i n  a  b r a n c h  d i s b a n d i n A  t . h e
Cerman arny.

After the nar Mary became a cock working bolh in
h o t e l s  a n d  p r i v a t e l y .  A I I  t . h i s  l i n e  s h e  k e p t  u p  h e r  i n t e r -
es:-  in plar, ta and decided thal rcrk l ras cnly for lhe
wlnt.er,  whi le ' lhe sumflers were f i l led Di lh f ie ld botany.
Whe,r tbe botanical  mapping scheme started, having no car,
s h e  e a l k e d  1 0 0 , n l l e s  a  r e e k  i e c o r d i n g  i n  t h e  n o r l h  o f
Scol lanci .

I n  1 9 5 8  s h e  v i s i t e d  h e r  b r o t h e r  i n  N a t a l  ,  a n d  w e n t  o n
a 7 month safar i  in Kenya and Northern Rhodesia, br inging
b a c k  a  v a l u a b l e  c o l l e c t l o n  o f  g r a s s e s  t o  K e w  ( 5 0 0 0  s h e e c s ) .
T h e  n c x l  l h r e e  w i n t e r s  w e r e  s p e n t  i n  h e l p i n g  t o  i d e n l r i f y
them there, fol lowed by four yeara in t ,he Bolany School
a l  C a m b r i d A e .

S h e  j o i n r d  t h e  W i l d  F l o  e r  S o . i e t y  a s  e a r l y  a s  1 9 2 6
tnd rernained a fai thf ' r l  nenbcr cf  r i .  Ior t .he [F:r t  of  her
I i fe.  She becane a menber of f .he BSBI in 1936, sefving
on i t ,s Councl]  in fater years, a Fel low of t .he Botanical
Society of EdinburAh from 1955 and of the Linnaean Soc-iet .y
f r o m  1 9 6 0  l o  1 9 7 4 .

Mary organlsed many f ield meetings for both the !FS
.nd the BSBI and oany wi lL remenber in parl icular her
excel lent oeet ings lo Arran, Skye, t ,he Cairngorns and many
c t h e r  ] o c a l i t i e s  t - h r o u g h c u t  S c o t - l a n d .  I ,  p e r s o n a l l y ,
learned ny raquare-bash ingr fron her,  and we uenl i  toget,her
to placea at the back of beyond lo ensure that t -herc was



10
n o  D a r l  o f  h e r  h o m e  c o u n L i e s  s h e  h a d  n o t  v i s i t e d .  A I l  l h i s
culminated in her oulsNanding Flora of Moray, Nairn and
EasN Inverness. Pr ior to the Flora she !r6le a check ] lst
;T- iE;-  Fl6;; ; r  the cutbin state Forest.  Her vis i ts there
w e r e  u n c o u n l a b l e ,  a n d  s o  m a n y  w i l l  h a v e  m e m o r i e s  o f  b e i n g
s h o l r n  C o o d y e r a ,  C o r a l l o r h i z a  a n d  0 r l h i l i a  t h e r e ,  b u !  e a p e c -
ial ly Moneses unif lora ohich she loved-

Visi lors to her coLlage aL Dyke aoon became very asare
c f  a l l  l , l a r y ' s  v a r i e d  i n t e r e s t e .  H e r  ] o v e l y  g a r d e n  v h e r e
e v e n  t h e  w e e d s  w e r e  r i c h  a n d  r a r e ,  a n d  t h e  p i l e  o f  d r l f t -

ood at lhe door for f loral  decorat ion. I f  you stayed tbe
night you might have lo nove a slr ing of oniona, a bunch
of dr ied f lowers and several  pressed specinens before you
could get int ,o bed. The pressed specimens were ei ther as
records of plants aeen or for her beauLiful  pressed f lower
piclures for which she won f i .sr  pr ize at the Royal Ht8hland
S h o w  o n  s e v e r a f  o c c a s i o n s .

The only t . . ime bolany look second place was during
l ,J imbledon Fortnight l "rhen she was glued to the televiaion,
or dur ing the lennis l ,ournaments at Nairn and Elgin where
she competed l i l ]  three years ago. A lennis cup in her
. o f t a g e  i s  a  r p m r n d e r  o f  h e r  e x c e . l l e n c e  a s  a  p l a y e r .  S h e
was aiven. i t  to keep after winninA Lhe Ladies open SinSles
at ihe North of Scot land Tournanent for four yeara running
i n  t h e  I 9 5 0 6 .

Having seen vir tual ly every wi ld plant groolng natural ly
i n  t . h e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s ,  ' s h o d d y r  p l a n t . s  b e c a m e  a  g r e a t  i n t e r -
est to her,  and she loved the exci tenenL of f indlng an
unknov.rn pfanl on the shingle a! Galashiels or in Lhe
s h c c  r , - m a n u r - a d  f i e l d s  i n  t h e  s o u t h .  S h e  f o u n d  t h a L  t h l s
knor. ledge l ,as a help in ident i fy ing the grasges she sar{ on
r,er t .uc tr ips tc l lestern Austral ia.  These visi ts ue.e out-
s t , a n d  i n g  f  o r  h e r .

1 0  g o  o n  a  b o r a n i c a l  f o r a y  w . i t h  f l a r y  u a s  a  r e a l  e d u c a t i o n .
Her ]ast meeting, based at Tomintoul in 1983, attended by
30 people, was to col lect records for a check l ist  for
Banff  on rhich she was {orking. Al lhough she had no acadenic
q u a l . i f i c a t i o n s ,  h e r  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  e x p e r l e n c e  a n d ,  a b o v a  a l f ,
her hawk-l ike eyesighL, helped her to f ind and ident i fy
nore planls in the f ie ld than anyone else- There vere
o c c a s i o n s ,  p e r h a p s ,  l , l h e n  s h e  d i d n ' i  s u f f e r  f o o l B  g l a d l y ,
b - l  i f  y o u  w e r e  u r l l . L n g  ' o  ] e a r n ,  n o  o n F  c o u l d  b e  m o r e
pat, ient and instruct ive. T and many others have a great
d e a l  t . o  L h a n k  h e i  f c r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h e r  f r i e n d s h i p .
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CLANA WINSOME MUIRHEAD ]915 - 1985 C .  W .  M U R N A Y

A m o n g  t h e  S k y e  V C  R e c o r d p r ' s  b o t a n j c a l  f i l e s  i s  a  c o l ] -
e c t . i o n  o f  l e l t e r s  a n d  p o j r r . - r r d s  t n  b e a u t i f u t  a n d  h i g h l y
l n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  h a n d w r i t i n g ,  w r i l l e n  o v e r  a  p e r i o d  o f  2 0
y e a r 8 .  T h e y  a r e  a l s o  , . r , l c i g e ,  c l e a r  a n d  o f t r e n  a n u q i n g  -  a s
w h e n  l , h c  r r i l e r  s a i d  ' , I  L h l n k  t h a t  t h e  1 9 6 4  a d d i l i o n  N o . l
t o  t . h e  P r a b o s l t  s q u a r e  l s  t h e  b e s !  y e l "  . . . ( o u r  d a u g h l e r ! ) .
The f i rst  let ters arr ived aft .er the CSSF f ield ne. i l ing held
ai Dunvegan in 1958, aiking quect ions :rbout planLs seen,
which a then very 'basic knol", ledge' botanist  t r ied t .o
answer. Obviously Miss lv luir l iead (the leader) was keen on
islends ( lhough on l that occasion Skye hadn't  t reat.ed t .hen
v e r y  k i n d l y ) ,  a n d  w a s  a b l e  L o  l r a n s f e r  b o i h  h e r  e n l h u s i a s n
a n d  i n t e r e s t  t o  h e r  c o r r e s p o n d e n b s .  A s  ' g u e s t s t  a t  t h e
D u n v a g a n  n e e r i n g ,  w e  h a 4  o n l y  f l e l  l h e  l - a d - r  b r i e f L y ,  b r t
i n  l 9 b 1  I  w a s  a b l e  l o  j o i n  t h e  p a r L y  o f  f j . v e  a l  E a B d a l e ,  o n
t h e  i s l a n d  o f  S e i l .  a n d  e x D l o r e  t h e  0 a r v e l l a c h s  a n d  c t . h e r
is lands in the Fi l ' lh of  Lorne (see The Flora of Easdale and
l h e  C a r v e l  l a c h s ,  T r d n s . B o t . S o c . U d . n ; .  V " l I X X L X ,  P r .  ' J l I ,
316)- Aft ,er lhat, ,  both lhe correspondence ancl the fr iendship
f lour iahed .

Clara Ial insome l tulrhead (known as r t ' i inr)  was born in
Cunbrla in l r i15, of  Scott . ish parentage. Her father was a
Chief Englneer in the l . lerchant Navy, and her nother ran a
snal l  narket Barden, passlng on a love of planta and garden-
ing to al l  her fani ly.  Mrs l ' lu lrhead del i8hted us by appear-
i n g  j . n  a  k i l t  o n  a  v i s i l  l o  S k y e  i n  1 9 6 2 .  l J i n ,  b e i n g  a
d i f f e r e n t ,  s h a p e ,  p r e f e r r e d  h e r  ' W R N S '  s t , y ] e  p l e a i e d  o k i r l .
T h e  s p e . L l  i n  t h e  W R N S  ( 1 9 4 3 - 4 5 ) ,  d u n i r d  i h e  a r  l  r i r i . L y
engaged 1a code-breaking, and norhere near the sea or ships)
f o l l o w e d  l w o  y F a . . .  J f  S l u r l e y  C o r l e g F  o f  H o r r r ^ u . r u - e  ( r g l ' l
-  3 5 j  a n d  w o r k  H i t . h  t - h e  I n A w . - r s e n ' s  A l p i n e  N u r s e r y  a t  [ a s t
G r i n s t e a d ,  a n d  i n  C a r l i s l e  M u s e u  ( w h e r e  s h e  w a s  o f f i c i a l l y
i n  [ h e  P o r c e l a i n  d e p a r t n e n t ,  b u t  h e l p e d  u n o f f i c j a ] I y  w i t h
t .hF plants,  and began col lect. ing nater iaf  for a Ffcra of
C u m b e r l a n d ) .  A f t - e r  t h e  o a r  s h e  r e r . r l r n e d  t o  C a r l i s l e  i n d  t h e
Museum, and used to vis i t .  RUG Edrnburgh tc check plar, f ,s in
the Herbariun and Library. Her interesl  i rasn' t  only in
pressed specinens - ahe also grew succl.r l .ents and cact i .  As
w e l l  a s  S e m p e r v i , ' u n ,  s h e  l i k e d  C a s s i o p e ,  a n d  h a d  a  c u . I l i v a r
{ C . r ! . r d i i  x  l y c o p o d i o i o e s r n a m D d  t s f t r e r ' h e r  -  C a s s l o p e  ' 1 4 r i r -

h e a c l t ,  w h i c h  u s e d  ! o  b e  i n  t h e  , J a c k  D r a k e '  c a L d l o g u e .
A a t e r  b e i n B  a p p o i n t r e d  t o  l h e  s l r a f f  o f  t . h e  H e r b a r i u m  r t

sh..  1_.r : l  \  '



M e n b e r s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  ( e s p e c i a l l y  B S B I  r e c o r d e r s ! )  c a n
send in specimens, sonet imes rather scrappy, for ident-L-
f  i c a r  : o n .  S h e  w a s  v e r y  p a t  i e n r  u l r h  b i t s  o f  s u p p o s e d
P o L y s t . i c h u n  l o n c h i t i s  ( H o l l y  F e r n ) ,  u n t i l  f i n a l l y  i t  r e a l l y
was, She also worked, among other t-hings, on the fanl l lea
Rosular ia (r i t -h D.F. Chamber.Iain) and Sernpervivum for P-H.
o-, * '" 

1519_91_1yg5gy. rhe ^em pe rv:. vii--iEEE i6i-i nc lr.rdes
n o  l e s s  t h a n  e i A h b  s p e c i e s  d e s c r i b e d  f o r  i h e  f i r s t  i t i m e .

Again, f ron let ters,  I  am reminded lhat she only . learned
to dr ive in the 1960's,  and gave BSM Edinburgh sone hair-
r a i s i n A  r n o n e n l s ,  i f  6 h e  s p o t t e d  s o n e  l n l e r e s t i n g  p l a n t  o n
t h e  r o a d  v e r g e .  T h e n  s h e  l i o u l d  ' N a k e  o f f t  f o r  t h e  w e e l  o f
scot land or the west of I reland, where she explored aon,:  of
t h e  m o r e  r e m o t e  o f a - s h o r c  i s l a n d s  ( I n r s h a r k  w a s  o n e ) .  a n d
found a very hairy Sea Pink on Achi] l  Is land. I t  vas thought
- o  b F  r e w  r o . h -  B r i t l s h  l s l e s  a l  t h e  t j r . ,  a s  t h e  n e a r e s t
to her specimen came from PorNugal.  I l las i t  ever sorted out?

l lhi le bolanising, both indoors and oul,  Win lost al l
s e n s e  o f  t i m e .  H e r  c o l l e a g u e s  a l  R B C  s a y  a  ] o t  o f  h e r  w o r k
l , las done wel l  into the nighl i f  she was purauing somethinS
i n t , e r e s t , i n g ,  o r  m e r e l y  ' c a l c h i n g  u p r  a f l e r  a  s p e l f  a s a y .
There was cne occasion when explor ing the pinnacles below
the Slorr in Skye lasted wel l  into lhe eveninS, and we
w e r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  a  B  &  B  i n  B r o a d f o r d  l o n g  a f t e r  9  p . m .

For suoh a quiet person, l ,J in found herself  on var ious
comnilLees. Her rnenbership of BsE uen! back lo 1947, and
of t-he BSaI to 1952. Fron 1964-73 she was a nenber of lhe
CSSF and led several  f ie ld meet. in8s for them. In the dayg
L,hen a handful  of  enthusiast.s were aLlowed lo be ln charge
cf more than cne vice-county she had Cumberland (vc70)

f r o m  1 9 { 8 ,  a n d  l h e  I n n e r  H e b r i d e s  g r o u p  o f  l s l a y ,  J u r a ,
C o l o n s a y ,  M u ] ]  a n d  L h e  s m a l l e r  i s l a n d s  ( V C s  1 0 2  &  1 0 3 )
f r o n  1 9 5 1 ,  a n c l  k e p t ,  t , h e  l a s t - n a m e d  g o i n g  u n L i l  h e r  f l r s l
s t r o k e  i n  1 9 8 0 -  S h e  h a d  r e r i r e d  f r o n  R B G  o n  r e a c h i n g  6 0
i n  1 9 7 5 .

O v e r  l h e  y e a r s  h e r  p e r s o n a l  h e r b a r i u m  ( o f  m o s s e s  a s  w e l l
a s  f l o w e r i n 8  p l a n f , s )  a r e w  t - o  f l l l  a l  l e a B t  o n e  r o o m  o f  l h e
St.  Leonard's Bank holrse in Edinburah, and when she could
no lcnger l ive there alcne, the pi le of boxes v,,aa taken
d o w n  t o  D e v o n ,  l o  h e r  f r i e n d  o f  H o r t i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e  d a y s ,
Mrs Margaret l " ] incolt ,  where her family hoped she would
recover suff ic ient ly t .o vrork on the arrangin8 of the col l -
ect. ion. Bul by this t ine lhe task uas loo daunl ing and
lhe problen was 6o1ved by cf fer inS lhe col lect lon to
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Plynouth Polylechnic,  who were del- ighted to have i t  and
h a v e  a p p o i n t e d  s o n e o n e  t o  u o r k  o n  i t ,  l J i l h  l h e  h e l p  o l '
two 'Youlh opportunityr schcol l€av.-rs.  l l lhen cl f ,ssi f ied
and arranged i l  u i ] ]  be known as rhe 'Huirhead Ccl lect.  ior, '
a n d  b e  a v a i l a b l e  l o  a l l  s l u d e n t s  f o r  c o n s u l t , a i i o n .

I  an indebled to Douglas McKean, RBC Edinbureh, and
t o  M r s  M a r g a r e t  W i n c o t t ,  t o r  t h e i r  a s s i e l a n c e  w i t h  t h i s

IS CROENLANDIA DENSA EXTINCT IN SCOTLAND? C.D. PRESTON

G r o e n l a n d i a  d e n 6 a ,  t h e  o p p o s i t e - l e a v e d  P o n d w e e d ,  h a s
elways been rare in Scot. land. The map in t-he At. las i l lus-
t r a t e a  t h i a ,  b u l  d o e s  n o t  d i s t i n g u i s h  o l d  a n d  r e c e n t .
r e c o - d s  a n J  s o  g l v e s  n o  i n d i c a r i o n  o '  i t s  p F p s p n i  s r a t u s
norlh of the border.  In updat in€ the records of C! 'oenlandia
recent ly,  I  real ised t ,hal  almost al i  the avai lable records
were oLd. I  know of only teJo posN-war Scot. l i r 'h r , .cordB.
This leads me to suspecl t ,hat Groenlandia may be exl inct,
in ,Scot land- I  chal lenge Scolt ish oclanists to prove ne
$rron8 !

The headquarters of Croenlar,dia in .Scot land used to be
the Lothians, Most specinens rere cof lected from the
v i c i n i t y  o f  H o l y r o o d  P a r k ,  E d i n b u r g h .  H e r e  i l  g r e w  i n  a t
Ieasl  three local i t iea: i lunlerts Bog, Dunsapie Loch and
Duddingston Loch. There is also a record fron a pond in
Henderson's Nursery aL Meadoivbank. a furt ,her Croenlandia
A i t e  ! J l ' h r n  r h e . i : y  o f  E d i n b L r g n  w a s  C o r s  t  o  r l i - i i i - T l - I T

' f . h e  m o e t  p r e c i s e l y  l a b e ' l L e d  c o l l e c : i o n  i s  f r o m  a  p c n d  a t
ihe foot of  the Hi l ]  The ]asl  Edinburah record lnas made
b y  W .  T u e e d j e  a t  D u u s a p i e  L c c h  I n  1 8 5 4 .

I n  E a s t  L o L h i a n  G r o e r , l a n d i a  t a s  c o 1 I e c l , ! d  a l  G u l l a n e
ancl at  Haclcl ington, i iJ-GiT-Tf 'ec i rnen in 1912. The onry
B p e c i n , e n s  l o  a l v e  h a b i i . a r  i n f o r m a t  i o n  L r e r e  g r t h e r . . l  -  r ' , r m
a  l c c h  a l  C u l l a n l -  L . i n k s  a n d  a  m r . l l  l a d e  a l  H a d d i n g L o n .

oulside the Lothlans al l  the Scott- ish records are of
single occurrences. There are undaled specimens from t,he
River Tweed at Kelso (VC80) and the Lake ol  f4enrei th (VC87)
t h e  l e t l e r  s p e c i n e n r  f r o n  t ' . J .  H a n b u r y ' s  h e r o . r r i u n ,  i s
p a r i i c u l a r l y  u n s a N i d f a c l o r y  a s  i t ,  a l s o  l a c k s  a  c o l l e c N o r ' g
nane. l l ,  Young (1936) reported Croenlandla fron Bal lo and
Harperleas Reservoirs (vc85),  1-926-,  buL rto specimens have
yel been seen to support  these records uh-ich mi8ht. ,  there-
l o r e  b e  r e g a r d e d  w i i h  s o n e  s u s p i c i o n .  I n  1 9 3 7  0 r o e n l a n d i a
k/as coL. lecLed frorn a pond in the garden of Spa Hotel  near
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S t r a t h p e f f e r  ( V C 1 0 6 ) .  l J h e n  U . K .  D u n c a n  v i s i t e d  t h e  s l t e  i n
1971 she found t .hat the pond had been drained and the area
b u  i  l t  o n .

The t .wo posl,-war recorda are widely Beparat,ed, Sir
Geor8e Taylor col lected croenlandia from a snalf  pond at
.ulz dn .dpr le {Vc75, in-T;tr t l - f lT sourer reported . i t  f ron]
R c c h o o i e  n e s e r v o i r  s o u t h  o f  B u c k i e  ( V C g 4 )  i n  1 9 6 9 .  T h i B
latest reccrd is alsc t-he most noriher ly.  I t  would be nost
I n r e r e s ' i n g  t c  k n o r  r f  G r o e n I  . n d i a  i s  s t i - t I  p r e s e n t  a t
e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  s i t e s .  l t s  a p p a r e n l  f a i l u r e  t o  p e r a i s t  a t
6i t ,es cutside of the Lothians makes f ie wonder i f  i t  is a
species whjeh is occaalonal ly inlroduced int-o Scot l lsh i rat-
ers but never survivea aor long. Uraula Duncan certa. inly
c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t .  i l  w a s  i n l r o d u c e d  a t  t h e  S t r a l h p e f f e r  B i l e .

I f  anyone has recent ly viai led those si tes uhere Croen-
Iannia n ight s l i - t l  8rou, or cdn add t"o trre recorOs I- ; ; i ;
l i s l e d ,  I  v o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  h e a r  f r o n  t , h e n .  l l o s l  o f
t h e  r e c o r d s  f  c i t e ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  a r e  t a k e n  f r o n  t h e  c a r d
i n d e x ,  c o m p i l e d  b y  J , 8 .  D a n d y ,  o f  B p e c i m e n s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y
Dandy and Sir  Ceorge Taylor.

Y o u n g ,  W .  ( 1 9 3 6 ) .  A  l i s t ,  o f  t h e  f l o w e r l n 8  p l a n t s  a n d  f e r n s
r e c o r d e d  f r o n  F i f e  a n d  K i n r o s s  ( V . C . 8 5 ) .  D ,  1 4 6

( D r  C . D .  P r e s t o n  c a n  b e  c o n t a c t e d  a l  : -  B i o l o S i c a l  R e c o r d 8
Centre, l4onks Wood Exper- imental  Stat ion, Abbotts nipton,
H U N T I N C I ) o N .  C a m b s .  P E 1 7  2 L S )

HILD FLCIiFR } 'EFK I7 -  26 I , IAY ]986

The Rcynl Scciet-y fcr Nature Conservat ion js organlsinS
a  l / i 1 d  F l o w e r  W e e k  a s  p a r r  o f  t h e i r  B r i L i s h  W i l d l l f e  A p p e a l .
' I l ie , : ressage wi l l  be rr l \ l i Id Flowers are l londerfulrr  and wi l l
c e n t r e  o n  t h e  b e a u t y  a n d  f a s c i n a t i o n  o f  B r i l i a h  w i l d  p l a n i s ,
and lhe need to pr.otect,  them. In addit- ion io the f i rnd-rais-
ing aspect RSNC r{ i1I  be part icular ly hi8r laight ing road-
yerScs 3s parl  or 3 car lpai8n lo persuade the relavant
authori t ies Iro ddopt.  synpalhet. ic m!nagement reglmes for
the benef i t  of  ui ld f lowers-

Various nal ional events are proposed incfuding aeveral
e x h - i b l l i c n s  a t  e . e .  C h e l s e a  F l o w e r  S h o w  a n d  S i c k e  C a r d e n
Fest, ival ,  and the launch of several  post,ers as wel l  ag
v a r i o u s  a r t i c l e s  a n d  l n l e r v i e w s  i n  t h e  p r e s s  a n d  r a d l o  e t c ,
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Individual Trusts are or8anising a large number of

events tncluding reserve open Days, Suicled vralks, s l ide

Any BSBI members Hho would l ike t ,o help or par l ic ipate
should contact lhe secretary of their  1ocal Trust.

N i c k  S t . e w a r t ,  c .  A .  B .  S .

P R O B L E M S  l l T T H ' E S C A P E S '

C c n s e r v a l i o n  0 f f i c e r

AI-ISON NUTHERFORD

Conpi l ing of the records fcr a local Flora real ly t .ests
i h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  v r r i N e r  a n d  h e l p e r s  r e g a r d i n g  n a l u r a . t i s e d
non-nat ive plants.  During l lork on t ,he f lora of Dunbarton
( V C 9 9 )  i t  i s  o n l y  i n  t h e  p a s !  l w o  o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  t h a t .  t h i s
group has been Siven the atLent ion i t  deserves by seeking
o u l  g a r d e n  e s c a p e s  i n  r h e  v a r  i o , l s  o d d  . o r n e r s  s o  e a s t l y
o v e r l o o k e d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  f i e l d  w c r k .  I  h a v e  b e e n  i n l e r -
ested in garden escapes for many years and have found t ,hal
recording ui th a basic uni l  of  a 1 ki lof leler square has
o e e n  o f  S r e a l -  v a l . t e  i n  r h e  m o r e  p o p u l a l a d  a r e a s  o f  t h e
c o u n t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a r o u n d  H e l e n s b u r g h  a n d  l h e  C a r e l o c h -
s i d e  -  a  s p e c i a l l y  ] u c r a t i v e  f i e l d .  H a v i n g  l i v e d  i n  t h i s
area for nany years I  had knowledge of t -he places l ikely
lo prove rewarding, and nost have lurned out to be so, but
u n f o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  t h e  p l a n t - h u n l e r  m u c h  r g o o d '  g r o u n d  h a s
been . Iost,  1rc development over the past,  ten years.

T o d a y ,  i n c r e a s i n g l y ,  f o c a l  f l o r a s  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i l r h
naning garden escapes nore accuraLe.Iy -  nol ,  for exanple,
c a l l i n g  a I l  s n o w d r o p s  G a l a n l h u s  n i v a l i s ,  o r  a 1 - I  d a f f o c l i - t s
N a r c i s a u s  p a e u d o n a r c l s s u s r ,  o r  a l w a y s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  l h e
pheasant 's-eye as N. poelr icus. The .Lat. ter has been variously
. l i s t e d  a s  N .  p o e t i c u s  s u b s p .  p o e t i c u s  v a r .  r e c u r v u s
( H a e r o r t h )  F e r n a n d e s ,  o r  s u b s D .  r a d i i f l o r u s  ( : l a l i s b . ) B a k e r
var.  exsertLrs i  Hawor!h, Fernanoi i l - f i i l iEi  rhese are tne
same,- l - i i i l l  know. Again, one must not conruse lhe comnon
p h e a s a n t ' s - e y e  w i t h  t h e  i m p r o v e d  ' A c l a e a ' l / h i ( . h  i s  l a r g e r -
f l o r e r e d ,  1 J i t h  n e a t e r ,  b r o a d e r  p e r i a n l h ,  b u t  j u s L  a s
l ike1y to become nalural ised. Nohradays some aulhors include
N .  x  i n c o n p a r a b i l l s  M i l l , ,  t h e  v e r y  d o u b l e  f o r m s  o f  w h l c h
are lhe old iPoached Eggs'  and isuphur and orange Phoenix ' .
Sone also include certain of the r trurrpet '  daffocl i ls.  In
the recent ly publ lshed Flora of the Is le of reddish,
purple and green f lowered forms of Pr inrula vul8aris are
m e n L r o n e o .

A neu Bri t - ish Flora is bacl ly needed. The pasi lwenty
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years have seen a welcome increase in awareness of non-
nat. ives, but-  l i t t le guidance to lhe species l - tkely to be
f o u n d  o r  1 _ . h e i r  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  c h a r a c l e r s .  I L  m j . 8 h t  b e
supposed thal rhrubs would be easier lo ident i fy accur-
a t e l y ,  b u t  i t  s e e m s  t h a t  c v p , r  t h e  n e w  ' B e a n r  - t s  f a l l i b l e
i n  c e r t a i n  c a s e s .  H e r b a c e o u s  p f a n t s  a r e  i n c l i n e d  t o  b e
lr icky, as mosl popular works tend Lo show only l l ]ust-
ral ions of the very inproved kinds, ard Lhe species and
clder culNivars are overlooked. Fortunaiely,  two usef ir l
books ere pub-l ished in 1984 covering large numbers of
n e r b a c e o u s  p  l a r l . s  .

l h e r e  a r .  t h e  s p e c i a l  L s t  s o c i e l  i e s ,  b . r  t . \ e y  c a n  s e l d o m
c c p e  r i t h  l h e  o l d e r  c u l t i v a r s  o r  t h e  s p e c i e s ,  I  w o n d e r ,
for inst.ance, hor,r  lhe Fuchsia Society vould fare vi th the
n o t  e a s i l y  p l a c e d  r w i l d r  f u c h s i a s  a b o u t .  o u r  l a n d s c a p e ?
S o m e  s p e c r a l i s | s  w h o  a r e  a l s o  b o t a n i s l B  h a v e  w r e s l l e d
w . i t . h  c e r i a i n  g r o u p s ,  s o  l h a t  i l  m a y  b e  p o s s i b l e  w l L h  t h e i r
help lo determine the species and pr inary hybrids of
Aster,  for insLance, or the Ceraniurns so comnonly found
as escapes. to name only lero. A-re your Astera al l  novi-

!9lg: ! ,  yct"  blue Geraniums al ]  0.  x nagnif icunl or G. x
i b e r i c u m ?  -  a n d  y o u r  C .  p h a e u m  m a y  b e  a  s u b s p .  o r  v a r .  o f
uhich t .here are a bewilder ing number to master.  Another
teaser is the commonly escaped Ceraat iun r tomentoaun'.

I t  seenrs from recenL invest igat icns Nhat this,  in the
v . r e s t  o f  S c o t l a n d  a t  l e a s t ,  i s  m . 1 e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  t h e  v e r y
s i & i 1 a r  C .  b i e b e r s t € i n i l ,  b u l  l h e r e  a r e  p r . r z z l l n g  p l a n t s
w h i c h  d o  n o l  e a s i l y  f i L  e i t . h e r  o f  I h e s e  s p e c r e s .  T h e n
lhere are the Solonon's Sea]s -  in England and Wales
P .  n j r l t i f l c r u m  a n d  P .  o d o r a t u n  a r e  n a t i v e ,  b u t  i n  V C 9 9
r., /e hav;;nly F. x htbTldf i furu-sser.  I t  is not,  always rhe
r o b u s t ,  s h i n i n g - l e a v e d  p l a n l  o l  i l l u s l r a t i o n s .  W e  f o u n d
a  s m a l l ,  h e a v i l y - f r u i i j n g  f c r n  i n  a  w o o d .  ( t h e  h y b r i d
r a r e l y  r e l a i n s  r i p e  b e r r i e s )  a n d  t h o i r / t h t  w e  h a d  s o n e t h i n g
d i l f e r e n ! ,  b u t  i t  p r o v e d ,  o n  s u b r n i s s i o n  t o  a  s p e c i a l i s t ,
l o  b e  a  f o r m  o f  t h e  h y b r i d .

The conmonly natural ised Monlbret, ia (Tr i tonia x croc-
. s m i r r . , i )  r s  o l e n . i n c - L u d e d  i n  r o c " r  r t o i l E . - - o i 7 - f r 6 i -
m a n y  h . v €  l - f ' F  r e o d e r ,  b o l d r ' r  A r r h o l y 7 . a  { A u n l  E I i z a )  -
Curtonua paniculatus, or the hybrid !- :_IJe!99?
These .rre not.  hardy everywhere, bul  ihey are in Dunbarlon
H h c r e  u e  h a v e  1 2  s t a l i o n s  f o r  A n ' h o r y z a  a n d  3  f o r  t h e
hybrid.  There is a useful  way of tel j ing these t-rro fron
l , J c n t b r ! ' t . i a .  l l i L h  t h e  l a l L e r  i t  i s  q u . i t e  e a s y  t o  p u l l  u p
a . c r n  a c c i . i e n l a l l y ,  b u t  v r i l l  l ,  . : '  r s  y c u  w i l l  o c t
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You may thlnk that to have !glfllggg__l_jl!i!! ,nd
S. x geum for the garden London Prides is being very up
t o  d a t e ,  e v e n  e r u d i l e ,  b u !  r e c e n t l y  a  s p e c i a l i s t  e x a n i n e d
our Dunbarton colonles and we now boasl a populat jon of
S. hirsuta and lwo of S. x pol i ta,  as wel l  as planls tent-
at ively determined as raff .  S. umbrosa'  and 'af f .  

l l l ! ! ! t '
f o r m r .  I  m a k e  n o  p r e t e n c e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  N h e s e ,  b e i n g  i u s N
grateful  lbat soBeone else ls able and wi l l ing to do so.

Final ly,  a vord about Sol ic lago species ( lhe Sarden
colden Rods).  11 ls now b.r ins apprcclated lhal  !__glgggEg
(snooth-stemmed ) is just as lLkely lc occur as an escape
as !:_!glgg9!:lg ( downy-sternmed ) . Rarely, other species
rnay be found - we have S. ruSosa in Dunbarton.

I  hope t-hal  lhese exanpl.es rr i l l  a l  leasl  €t ive sone idea
of the probfens l ikely to be encountered during lhe prep-
aral ion of a loca1 Plora i f  introduced plants are !o be

S i v e n  t h e  a l t e n t r o n  l r h e y  d e s e r v e .

Useful  references :

F l o r a  o f  l h e  I s l e  o f  M a n .  D . E .  A l l e n (1984)
I s l e s .  W . JTrees and Shrubs hard i n  t h e  B r i t i s h . Bean

(  1 9 7 0 - 1 9 8 0 )Vo 1s
B e t h  C h a t l o  (  1 9 8 2  )

ol  Carden Plants.
Nico Ia Ferauson ( 1984 )
Michaet LJr ighl  (  1984)

Hardy 0eraniums P e t  e r  Y e o  (  1 9 8 5 )

THE 1985 EXHIBITI0N MEETINC 2nd November 1985

1985 was Edinburgh's turn for the annual Scott ish
Exhibi t ion Meetin8, arranged by the BSBI Scolt ish
Commil tee and lhe BSE, and held at the noyal Botanic
Carden. fn the mcrn. ing the custonary assenbfy of Scolt ish
Recorders heard Lynne Farrel l  ta lk on her ' 'sumner's '  rare
plant recordlng in Scol land as parL of lhe Quj.nquennlal
Revier,r ,  and Nlck Slewart out l ine t .he background to his
appointment as the ne!, ,  Conserval ion Associat ion of Botan-
i c a l  S o c  i e t l e s  o f f i c e r .

T h e  e x h i b i t s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  u s u a l  v a r i e l y ,  a s  i s  e v i d e n t i
f ron the fot lolr ing br ief  l ist ,  and Lhe day an al l  too
short  opportunity to exchange views and catch up wi lh
l , J h a t  l s  g o i n g  o n .  f n e v i r a b l y .  ' h e  f i r s l  I r v o  s h o d '  f r !
i h i s  p a r l i c u l a r  m e e t i n g )  i n v o l v i n 8  a  c o m P u t e r  o a s  o n  v i e w ,

The Damp Carden.
Ferguson I  s Garden
The Conplete Book



a s  u e l L  a s  l h e  m o r e  c c n v e n ! i o n a l  d i . s o l a v s .  T n e  e x h i b l t o r s l S

C . l l .  8 A I - I . A N T Y N F :  l { h i c h  S c o t t . l s h  c o u n t y  h a s  n o s t  b r a n b l e s ?
( A t  p r e s e n t ,  S t i r l i n g s h i r e )

J. BEVAN Hark{eeds in Scot land in 1985.
M. BRAITHWAITE }Jlr i tadder WaLer survey (Berwlckshire)
R. l , l .M. C0RNEn New records froo Roxburghshire

Flonering Plants and Ferns of S€lkirkshire
&  R o x b u r g h s h i r e  ( N e w  p u b l i c a t i o n )

J,H. DTCKSON & C. STEVEN Lale Glacial  Plants now exLinct
in Scot land.

n ,  H. NOLTIE & A. WALK0n Recording the Flora
c l a s a o w ,  1 9 8 5 -

L .  F A R R E L L  0 u i n q u e n n l a l  R e v i e w  ( N C C ) .
C .  F E n l l E I n A  R a r e  . j \ r t . h e r l a n d  s p e c i e s . e c o r d e d  i n  1 9 8 5 .
c. HALLTDAY Distr ibuLion naps of recent Curnbrian recorda,

including br"ambles .
C .  J E R M Y  P i l u I a r i a  i n  S c o l l a n d  ( m a p  d l s t r i b u t i o n )
R.E. (EMP -FEoi6fr5ptrs 

of Fungi - mainly scottish coprinus.
C .  L E C o  S e d a e s  m a d e  e a s y  w i t h  a  B B C  c o m p u t e r .
M .  L l T T L E  A n  i n t e r e s ! i n g  h y b r i d  s w a r n  o f  V i o I a  t r i c o l o r

x arvensis (  VC80 )
D. MccoSH l i i i i l l i  lu t ion of some Hieracia in south scot land.
D . R .  M C K E A N  T w o  n e w  n a m e s  f o r  l n s i n c k i a  m e n z l e s i l  a u c ! ,

0verlooked taxa in Parnassia and Odonti tea-
Neu and over. tcokeo reco.ds from L;; l ; : -
s o m e  i n t - A r e s r i n S  f i n d s  i n  t h e  L o t h l a n s .

A. RUTHERFORD Establ ished garden escapes (and sone olhers).
N .  S T E W A R T  &  H .  S T A C E  P l a n l  r e c o r d i n g  i n  P e r t h s h i r e  ( V C 8 7 )

0.M. STEWART Some scot, t lsh records and f lower painl lngs.
A.McC. STIRLING Recent plant recorda for Dunbartonahire.
A .  I t A I , K E R  T h e  F S B I  I s l a y  n e e r , i n a ,  J u n e  1 9 8 5 .

lhp Bl i f l  Scot. t ish Reglonal Acv occupied a ful l  hour,
much of l  i t  devoted to discr lssing conser"val ion probfems.
AdvanlaSe ras Naken of l the presence of one of the Watsonia
e. l iNors to lalk about i ts contents. Tr lbute l , las paid to
t i l izabe|h Conacher vho deoit ted off ice after 14 years as
Meel ings organiser.  Thanks were also exlended to Richard
T h o n a s  c n  h i s  r e t i r a l  a s  C h e i r n a n .

Aft .er tea Dr Jim Dickson Save an address on I 'Addit lons

t.o Lhe late and pos|-glacial  f lora of Scot land'r  in which
he templed us vi th a nunber of alpine plants which have
d i s a p p e a r e d  f r o n  o u r  f f o r a .  T h e  c o l d  p e r i o d  o f  I  1  , 0 0 0
r a d i o c a r b o n  y e a r s  a g c  w a s  p a r t . i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s l i n g ,  w i t h
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.  a number of species more typical  cf  t -he steppes and Creerj
.  .  l a n d .  N o t a b l e  p l a n t s  p r e s e n !  l h e n  i n c l u d e d  i h e  P o l a r  W i l l o v r
.  and Arcl ic Branb]e.

.  The evening,s buffet  supper was fot lolred by a good
v a r i e l y  o f  c o l o u r  s l i d e s ,  s e v e r a l  d e p i c t i n g  t h e  1 9 8 5  f i e t d
neet ings. These included numerous transparencies of lhe
Beinn Udlaidh and CreaS l , lhor excursions (Fessers Lang,
Brai lhwaite,  Slack and Thonas),  ancl  Is lay (Messers Slack
and St i . r l ing).  Ot,her out ings leatured uere Dunfr ies-shire
( M .  B r a l t h w a l t . e )  a n d  t h e  a n n u a l  h a w k u e e d  h u n l  ( J .  B e v a n ) .
Orchids fealured in several  contr ibut ions, espec. ial ly
O r c h i a  n o r i o  ( A y r s h i r e )  a n d  A n a c a m p t i s  ( I s l a y ) .  T h e  B o r d e r s
I,ere covered by Rod Corner and M. Li l t le,  both of whom
parl icular ly hiAhl ighted Snai lholn Craig. The evening
c o n c f u d e d  w i l h  r r T h i n g s  t h a t  A r o w  o n  t h . i n g s ' r  -  r u s t s ,  g a I l s ,
s n u t s  a n d  s o  o n ,  b y  J .  M u s c o t t -

CRITTCAL AIRA SPECIES OLCA I.,1. STEI.IART

A t  t h e  E x h i b i t i o n  M e e L r n g  i r  E d r n b u r g h  a n d  a !  t h F
Eri t ish Museun in November 1985, Mr Len Mar8eits and I
exhibi ted var lous speclrnens of l  the Aira caryophyl lea agg-
regate. Anon8 them l las one of A- armoricana Albers lound
by Len Uargetts in June 1976, on a cl i f f  top near Portreath,
l . Iesl  Cornvaff ,  VC 1. Lhen he f l rs l  found i t  he could no|
assiSn i t  to ei ther A, caryophyl lea subsp. caryophyi lea or
s u b s p .  m u l t . i c u l m i s .  T h e  l a t e  D r  C . E -  H u b b a r d  i h o u g h N  i t  w a s
referrable to the lat ter,  but senl seeds tc Dr Albers of
Kiel ,  who grew them on. The plants proved lo be the same
a s  o t h e r s  f o r r n d  l n  N . W .  F r a n c e ,  a n d  i n  1 9 ? 9  ( l ' / i l l d e n o w i a
g:283 - 284) Dr Albers publ ished the new ta xi i - l l l i -
a r r n o r ; c a n a .  A  s a c o n d  s i t e  u a s . o u n d  i n  a  s i m i l a r - I ; E i i a t- i n  

V C  2 .  S o  f a r  i L  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a  p l a n t  o r  C o r n w a i l ,  a s
specimens in the BM, also fron VCs 1 and 2 have been det-
e r m i n e d  a s  l h e  n e w  t a x o n .

A. ar inor icana haa a branched Danicle with f lowers larcer
l h a n  L h o s e  o r  A .  c a r y o p h y l l e a ,  ( l - 0  -  l - 5 n n  a s  o p p o s e d  l o
2 . 5  -  3 . 0 m n ) ,  a n d  $ , i t h  v e r y  a h o r t ,  p e d i c l e s ,  u s u a l l y  m u c h
shorter that the lenSth of the sp. lkelets.

T h c  l w o  s u b s p .  o f  A .  c . r y o p h y L l e a  a r e  v e r y  d i f f i  u L r . ' o
dj . f ferent iate. Aa Dr Hubbard wrole to ne - i l l  is very
dif f icul t  to dist . lnSuish between the l l , r 'o subspecies except
w h e n  o n e  c a n  c a l l  u p o n  a  c y t o l o g i s t .  A c .  h a s  2 n  =  1 4  a n d
A.n- has 2n = 28 chrornosomesr ' ,  (A. armoricana afso has
2n  =  281  ,  A .  muL l l c l l 4 j . s  has  g re ; te r  s l t ; ; ; a  l us le r i ns



o f  l h e  s p i k e l e t . s  a t  l h e  t i p s  o f  t h e  b r a n c h e s r , .  f n  t h e
Edinbur8h herbariun there are Lwelve or so specimens
r d e n r r f r e d  b y  h i m  a n o  a g r e e i n a  H i ! h  i h r s  d e s c r l p t l o n .
They alsc have their  branches dlrecled upwards at 35
to 20 degrees from the ver l ica].

Len Margetts has specimens fron Uplon Towans, VC2
w h i c h  h e  c o n s i d e r s  t o  b e  s u b s p .  m u l t i c u l n i s  ( a ] s o  i d e n t -
,r ' ;co by Dr i lubbard as sucn),  ur-r  r- i l? i i - f iE very di f ferenr
from lhe naler ial  in Edinburgh. Those frolo Upton Towans
are very short  -  nol  nore than 15cm high, very upri8hf,
the br.nches at 10 Lo aboul 15 degrees fron the vert lcal ,
with the f lorels about 3nm. They are dlst inct,  never tal l
and alr{ays tuf ted. There is one sheet at Edinburgh si th
9 specinens on i t ,  t .hat were col lected on Arthurta Seat
in t-he early 1900s, which are simi lar to the ones fro| t l
Upton Towans, bu! f  have not been able to ref ind any there
l i k e  t h e m .

Another
near Mui r

f rom both
h i g h ,  v e r y
(  A l l  o t h e r

variety of A. caryophyl lea that I  found in 1985
o f  O r d ,  V C 1 0 6 ,  w a s  g r o r r ' i n g  a l l  o v e r  a  b a n k  a n d

by a dam by ihe Fa116 of Orr in.  I t  di f fered
subspecles by l ts slender gror lh,  25 -  30cns

djvar icate brancheB, and f lorets onLy 2 -  2-5nn.
Aira specinens that I  have measured xere 2.5nm

Having looked at the mat,er ial  in the Edinburgb herbar-
i u m  a n d  s e e n  t h e  g r e a t  v a r i a t i o n  i n  l h e  A .  c a r y o p h y l l . e a
comprex! obvrousl,  rhere is a great oea l-6T-i i i I - iE-T-
done. I  rculd be very interesled to know i f  anyone has
i t u n d  e i L h e r  c f  l h e  l r J o  l a t t e r  v a r i e l i e s  i n  p l a c e s  o t h e r
*-han those mentioned above, and also i f  they have not iced
much variaLion in A. subsp. 93I_Lo_pI4lSg. I r.,outd be
Srateful  lo hear fron them and would repay Lhe postage.

D i f f e r e n t -  n a m e s  f o r  t h e  s a m e  p l a n t  w i l h i n  B r l N a i n ,  a n d
indeed elsewhere in Lhe wor]d. can cause some conlusion
w h i c h  i s  e a s i l y  a v o i d e d  b y  i n d i c a t i n g  L h e  p l a n t r s  a c i e n -

A n  e x a m p l e  o l  t h i s  i s  E n d y m i o n  n o n - s c r i p t u s  ( L .  ) C a r c k e
which has been adopted aa the emblem cf Lhe BSBI. Thig
att . ract lve woodland plant,  conf. ined in the wi ld to N.I{ ,
Burope, is knoHn in Enaland (and probably in l , la les, t ,hough
there is nc doubt a Welsh nane) as Bluebel l .  In Scol land
however,  lhe ndme B]uebel l  has been Bi.ven in the paat to

BLUEBELLS IN ENGLAND AND SCOTLAND I i .T. HUNTEN-ALAIR



C a m p a n u l a  r o l u n d i f o l i a  L .  w i l h  i t s  e q u a l l y
f loser,  found in dry Brassy pfaces, and on f ixed clunes,
widely bhrou8hout North Teftperale re8ions.

fn Scot, land E, non-scr iptus has been knorn as Wild
Hyacinth whi le the conmon nane Harebel l ,  used in EnSland
fo" 9-,_@, has I  lh ink never been greal ly used
ln Scol land. I , I i th the increasinA, almost off ic ial ,  use of
Bluebel]  as lhe cotnnon name for E. non-scr ipLus, the nane
Wild Hyaclnth for i t  is probably heard less than before in
S c o t l a n d .

However,  lhe use of the nane Bluebel l  for Campanula
rotundifol ia remaina frequent 1n Scot land- T have a colour-
ed card ent i t led IHarebeI la,  or Scdtt ish Bluebel ls" r . {hich
ls plrbl ished by the Natural  HisLory Cenlre, Ardnarnurchan,
Arayl l .  And doubt less Harry Lauder 's song aboul "Mary, my
S c o t s  B l u e b e l l "  i B  a l i l l  s u n g .

The lesson to be learned fron the si tual ion is probably
Lhat i t  is besl  to Lrse the Lat ln or scienl i f ic name $,here
t h e r e  l s  a n y  p o 6 s l b l ] i l y  o f  d o u b t .  D o  o r n i t h o l c g i s L a  I
$onder,  who rarely seen to use Nhe Lat in names of birds,
f i n d  t h i s  c a L r s e s  d i f f l c u l l l e s ?

(El l is -  Flolrer lng Planls
Co8 aB the Welsh nane for

o r  w a l e s -  r v o J ,  g r v e s  L l y c n a u  r
E .  n o n - B c r i p t u s .  E d .  )

att,ractive bl ue21
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T h e  a b o v e  a r t i c l e ,  " B l u e b e I I s  i n  E n a l a n d  a n d  S c o t r l a n d "
has proved lhough! provoking and Bt imulated act ion on ny
parl .  The aulhor sug8esls Lhat confusion in plant nonen-
clature could easi ly be avoided by the use of scienl i l lc
names. To be contraveralaf,  iL -Ls ny oplnion that anyone
wiLh auff ic ient knorledSe !o refer to Endyf i ion non-scr iptus
r{ould knolr  tha! i t  ref fered to Bluebel l  and not Harebel l -
Also, I  do not tblnk Nhere is nuch chance of Sel l ing mem-
bera of the general  publ ic to use a scient i f ic rather thal
a connon name- I  rould go further and sLate Lhat any al tenpt
Lo make young people use only the Lat, in nanes would reduce
conaiderab. l ,  the chance of their  beccminA inleresied in
Natural  Hlstory. The use of a acienNif ic nane is no!,
unf i r tunately,  lhe def ini t ive lasl  uord as lhese nanes chang
not infrequent ly,  even in the example quoted. E, non-
scriptus has buen ]llSg!!&l!S!_j9l:j9!ig!gg, scilla non-
sctiDtua and S. nuians,



22
ornithclogisls do noD have diff iculties because the nanes

of blrds ,  v, j th fel ,  excepi ions, are the sane in alL parta
of lhe tsr j l ish fs les and I  cannot t ,hink of any case where lhe
saoe name is used for di f fernet,  specjes. In contrast,  each
comnon plant has been di f ferent ly naned in many parts of
B r r : r i n  ( e . 9 .  L c t u s  c o r n i c u l a t u s  -  C o m m o n  B i . r d ' s - f o o l  T r e -
foi l  has had at-  leasl  82),  and in many cases the sane nane
has been used fcr di f ferent species (Crigson, 0- 1958 The
E n g l i s h n a n ' s  F l o r a ) .  l { h i l e  r e g r e t - l i n 8  t h e  l o s s  o f  l o c a l
names, lo avoid anbigui ly,  bul  to mainlain general  ldterest
in wi ld f lowers, I  lh inki t  woulcl  be bet ler i f  each cones to
be knorn by only cne namer and to thls end I  relcome the
.i ncrea s i ns r.,se o f 3!gL!e[_lj9I9!_!.]!_MLll9!9Ig ( Dony,
P e r r i n g  a n d  R o b ,  1 9 7 4 )  a s  t h e  s t a n c l a r d .

I  have always t-hought- i :  to be a nisconcept ion of sone
Engl ish aut.hcrs cf  popular f loraa Nhat people in Scot land
wor.r ld more commonly na.ne Canpanula rotundifol ia iBluebel l !

t 1 . , .  I , l c u l d  n o n - b o t a n i c a l  p e o p l e  l n  E n g l a n d ;  h o w e v e r  I  h a v e
shcu,n a pholo8raph of C. rotundifol ia to cot parable groupa
i n  t h c  t w .  c o , r n L r i e s  w i t h  l h e  f o l l o v r l n a  r e s u l t s  : -

SccLland

England

Dcn rt know

30%

31%

Harebell
25%

57%

Bluebell
45X,

12

T h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  s t a t i s l r i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n ! ,  s o  I  h a v e
oeen proveo urong.

When lhose who had ans!, ,ered nBluebel l r  were asked tc nane
the plants ! , j th blue f lowers which carpeled eoodland in
s p r i n g ,  m o s t  l o o k e d  a  I i t l l e  p u z z l r l  a n d  t h e n  r e p l i e d  8 l o w l y
a B , u F o e l  r s " .  0 n I y  o r , e  s a : d  ' 0 f  c o u r s e ,  r h e  o L h e r  i s  ' h e

"Scctt . ish Bluebel l"  and ncne repl ied "Wild Hyacintht-  The
photograph was fron Nhe calendar cf  a Norwegian clrug f i rm
a n d  i h e  c a p t i o n ,  w h i c h  I  h a d  c o v e r e d  u p ,  r e a d  ' B l a k l o k k e r

-  B l u e b e l l s " .  T h i s  p r o b l e m  o f  n o r n e n c l a t u r e  i s ,  i h e r e f o r e ,
n c t  c c n f i  n e d  t o  B r i L a i n !



SOME CONSERVATION ISSUES

Al lhe November ACM a considerable porl ion ol  my
report  aa Chairnan l" las devoted to an accounL cf some con-
s e r v a t i o n  i s a u e s  d e a l t  w i t h  b y  y o u r  S c o N t . i s h  C o m m i t l e e
dur. ing the previous year.  The main oulstandin8 issue was
lhe appl ica| ion by a pr ivate forest.ry company lo afforest
sorne of Creag Meagaidh's lol ler s lopes. My enquir ies aboul
Lhe statua of this appl icat ion were in facl  answered by
t! ,o reporls I  read in ,The Times' -  lhaN lhe appt icat ion
had been approved, and that the NCC had purchased a large
acreage of these slopes, ai  a considerablc + t .o them-
sefves and an unearned prof. iL for the foresLry conpany.

Al the 1984 ACM a nember had broughi lo my at lent ion
an out l ine planning appl icaLion by the Glenshee Chair l i f t
C o n p a n y  l o  e r e c !  a  p u n a  s k i - l o w  i n  a  c o r r i e  j u s t  N . W .  o f
Clas Maol,  at taining the L,atershed and also encroaching
on the Caenlochan NNR - an NCC Crade I  s i te.  ObjecLions
had lo be lodged wlth the Kincardine & Deeside Distr ict
C o u n c i t  ( K .  &  D . D . C . )  w i t h i n  a  f e w  d a y s !  I  i n m e d i a t e l y
sought.  bolanlcal  lnformat. ion, hich was swif t ly and comp-
rehensively prov- ided by l l r  Sandy Payne who conf irned the
f l o r l s t i c  r i c h n e s s ,  n o l  o n L y  o f  l h e  g e n e r e l  a r e a  b u l  a l s o
of the ski- to$ corr ie and s. i le iLself .  I  also connunicaled
with the Chairman and Secrelary of lhe BSBI Conserval ion
Connl l tee who considered i l  nore appropriate for Lhe
Conservat ion Conoit tee (ralher than the Scott ish Commit lee)
No deat with lhreals to Grade l  s i tes. The BSBI thereuDon
jcined with a number of conserval ion bodies, lncluding
N C C ,  R S P B  a n d  S W T  i n  o u t r i S h t  o p p o s i t i o n  l o  t h e  a p p . l i c a t i o n .

T h e  K . & D . D . C ' s  P l a n n r n g  C o m m i t L e e ,  a n d  - t a t e r  i t s  f u l - L
C o n m i l t e e ,  a p p r o v e d  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  w h i c h  w a e  t h e n  s e n t
io the Secretary of St.ate for Scot land. At Lhis slage lhe
BSBI Cooserval ion Cof lrnl t tee reached an agreement ui th the
S c o t t i s h  c o m m i t l e e  r h a L  w e  u o u l d  b F  b e t t e r  p l a c e o  l o
handle conserval ion issues in Scol land, A lelLer I  wrote
t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  e l i c i t e d  i h e  r e p l y  t h a t  t h e
planning appl lcat ion had been ret.urned to Lhe K.& D-D-C-
f o r  f u r t h e r  c o n a i d e r a t l o n  a n d  c o n 6 u l t a l i o n ,  b u t  m y  l e t t e r
lo the lat ler body request inS al l  further corfespondence
with the BSBI to be addressed Lo myself  ei lher did not
a r r i v e  o r  g o t  l o s t  w i t h i n  K . &  D . D . C . ,  f o r  t h e y  c a l l e d  a
si le meel ing of al l  ln lerest,ed parl i ies on 2nd t tay to l rhich
B S B I  w a s  n o N  i n v i l e d !  ( I t  l a l e r  e m e r A e d  t h a L  ( . &  D . D . C .

R .  E .  T H O M A S  2 '
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d i d  n o !  c o n s i d e r  i L  a p p r c p r i a t e  t o  n o t i f y  l h e  B S B I ' s
Conservat icn Conmittee as i ts address \rras in Hunt lngdon,
Enaland).  Fort ,unale. ly,  Sandy Payne lras presen! uearinB
anot.her hal and cl id a good Job answering host i le queet ions.
F o l l c w i n g  t h i s  s i l e  n e e l i n a ,  K , &  D . D . C .  p r o d u c e d  a  n e l r
set cf  planning condl l ions to be inposed, on l rhich they
invi ted comment to be passed back to the Secretary of
State again. This neo set represented a considerable
inprovemenl on the alnost la issez-faire or iginal .  I t  re-
s ' r i u f e o ' n e  C n a i r l i f t  C o m p a n y  i n  i r s  m e t h o d s  o f  s k i - ! o w
const,ruct ion, Line of t ,he year for totJ use, use of
v e h i c l e s  i n  n a i n t e n a n c e  e l c . .  b u t  s t i I l  f a i l e d  t o  a n s w e r
the fundament,al  conservat ion objeci ions that ski  access
to the walershed would open up a large area of sens. iLive
b o t a n i c B l  i n l e r e s t  o n  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  r i d g e  t o  l h e
e f f e c t s  o f  s k i i n g ,  o l  w h i c h  e r c s i o n  a n d  l i t t e r  a r e  l h e
m o s t  d e . l e l e r i o u s .  S o  I  e n t e r e d  a  r e n e w e d  A e n e r a l  o b j e c t -
icn on behalf  of  the BSBI, adding a clause that in ! ]y
o p i n i o n  p l a n n i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  a n y  s e n s i t i v e  a r e a  s h o u i d
provide for open, independen!,  aulhori tat lve and regular
(annual?) ecclogical  assessments backed by legal sanct-

Only one thina has happened since - a 'Timesr report
thal  the Secreiary of Slate had decl ined to rcal l  in '  lhe
a p p l i c a t i o n  a n d  h a d  r e t u r n e d  i t  t o  l h e  ( . &  D . D . C .  t o
determine; vrhich act ion effect ively destroted the incent-
; v e  f L r  ! h e  C h a i r l i f l  C o f l p a ' l y  L o  c o n c l u o e  f u r l h e r  c o m p -
ronises in discussions which were then current!  The
( . &  D - D . C -  n a s  ^ o n f i r n e d  i l s  a p p r o v a l  o f  l h e  a p p l i c a t t o n ,
denons|ral ing clear ly Lhat NNFS are not lnviolate. IL
seems lhat.  I ike Duich Moss. Lhis one too has been ]oslr .
o t . h e r s  a r e  s l i l l  l o  c o m e  p e r h a p s ;  e . g .  s k i i n g  a t  D r u m -
cchter and on l ,he Nevis ran8e, nining at Crussa Field ln
S h e l l a n d  h a v e  r 1 1  h e e n  p r o p o s e d .

There are sooc -opcrtant Lessons which are gradual ly
be j  ng learned :  -

I  )  The Scolt ish Conmittee nust be t .he acl ive body in
Scot land. Not,hing raises every 1ocal author. i t ,y hack]e so
much as r foreigners fron Englandr seeming to interfere
j n  p o t e n t i a l  e n p l c y m e n t ,  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  l n  t b e  e c o n o n i c a l l y
i n p o v e r i  s h e d  I l i g h  l a n d s .

2 )  P l a n n i n g  a u t h o r i t i e s  a r e  s e n s i t . i v e  t o  t h e  w e i g h t  o r
o p i n i o n  e x p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  p u b l l c .  l , l e  m u s l  a l l  b e  m o r e
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a c l r l v e  i n  e x p r e s s l n g  o u r  o p r i , i o n s ,  a n d  s h o w  t h a t  p e o p t e
care about the countryside and i ts f lora.

ooooooooooooooooooo

Earl ier thls year Richard Thomas wrote lo ihe new
Secretary of Slate expressing our disquiel  at  the apparent
lack of concern of his predecessor for conservat ion
lnLerests where these appl ica! ions kere concerned. He also
iook the opporluni ty to express the hope that the change
of incunbent would also herald a change in at l i tude lo
representat ions by the conservat ion bodies. We would have
l i k e d  t o  i n c l u d e  l h l s  l e L t e r  a s  a  D o s l s c r 1 D t  t o  R i c h a r d , s
contr ibul ion, but this would have further extended an
already unusual ly fong lssue.

P-S. A lon8, but unconvlncing, reply has recent ly been
received from a Mr E.R. Robertaon of Nev,,  Si .  Andrews House.
Apparent ly,  because Lhe intrusion at Caerj lochan only
e n c r o a c h e s  a n L a  0 - 2 %  o f  t h e  N N R  a r e a .  i t  i s  n o t  s i a n i f l c a n t !

POTENTIAL FOR BIOLOGICAL CONTROL
f f iERAcENTs A .  P .  B E N N E L L

The stoloniferous hawkweeds, Hieracium spp. (nrcre
correct ly Pi losel la),  or iginate fron Europe and UK. Many
of ihe species have reached lhe stalus of weeds when inlro-
duced to other parts of Nhe world -  in part icular nouse-ear
h a w k w e e d  ( P i l o s e l l a  o f f l c i n  a g g .  :  H i e r a c l u r r  p i L o s e l l a )
in Neu Zealand and oraoge harkueed (P. aurant iaca :  H.
auarLiacun) in eastern t ' :ortn mer tca-! i i - lE!! i l - - [  ruEt
f u n g u s ,  P u c c i n i a  h i e r a c i i  s u b s p .  p i l o s e l l o i d a r u n )  c o n f i n e d
to these species has not yet spread to the weed affecled
countr ies. Fol lowinB the succeaalul  int ,roduct ion into
Austral ia of Chondri l la rust for the control  ol  their
int .roduced uroa?l l?av-ea weeds, New z-alancl is undert .aking
prel ioinary invest igat, ion of s ini lar conirol  of  Pi losel la
by 3g99i43_Il9lg9ii su bsp. p, I ose I I o i d. rum. lav'i?-Eo r-f
of orasslands Divlaion, DSIR, New Zealand wi l I  be baaed
at Lhe noyal Botanic Garden, Edinburah from Apri l  lo
oclober 1986 and would be grateful  !o hear of the locat lon
o f  a n y  s u b s t a n t i a l  c o l o n i e s  o f  P i l o s e l l a  s p e c l e s ,  e s p e c -
l a l ] y  w h e r e  l h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e  o f  f u n g a l  i n f e c t . i o n  o r  a p h i d
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c r  g a l l  i n s c . t .  d a m a g e .  P l e a s e  c c n t s c t  : -

l ) r  l ) i v  i d  l l r ' .  t  t
(  / o  H o y a . t  ! o l . , r i , r  U a r d c n
EDTNBURGH EH3 5LN

.ti{ 1. . r. 3 1 -452 -'7 1 7 1

{  T l  i : ;  t o  b , '  h o p e d  l - h a t  o u r  l l r i  t . i s h  r i  r o s e r t a  s p e c i e s  d o
r r . t  : , r l _ i - . r '  u n d u l y  f r o m  t h e  c o m b i n e d  r t t . . , n l  i L n s  c f  " : e
m i ! r L r - b i o r . r r  i r t . s  a r  I  L l g c i | l i a  h i e r a d i l  -  l . h e y  a r e ,  a l r e r
a 1 l ,  r l l r n c l r i v c  p l a r i l r , i  i ' . r 1 . l r e r  1 . h a n  l r o u b L e s o m e  w , . e d s  h c r e l


