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Why another atlas

Progress

What will it look like

Life after atlas



Victor Summerhayes (1951) Wild Orchids of Britain

Why another atlas #1?
we need to know where things are



1962 Atlas



Floating Pennywort, River Great Ouse, Huntingdonshire, 2018

Why another atlas #2?
we want to know how (and why) things are changing



North American

Recent arrival

Aggressive and bad for 
the environment 

We want to get rid of it!



River Chelmer
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Why another atlas #3?
recording plants is fun (and provides useful 
information for conservation and research)!
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PROGRESS: 40 million records



PROGRESS: recording effort

Major flora projects in 1990s 
- hard to repeat



PROGRESS: validation (checking the maps)
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Lobed Spleenwort



What will the Atlas 2020 look like?

https://www.brc.ac.uk/plantatlas/



Photographs

Maps

Habitats/traits

Change metrics

Other resources

Launch 2022



Mat Grass Nardus stricta
Occupancy

Pre-2000 = light blue
Post-2000 = dark blue



Mat Grass Nardus stricta
Frequency



Mat Grass Nardus stricta
Change

Grey = stable
Blue = new
Orange = loss



Other outputs

Our Wild flora

Country reports

Summary

Bloggs, J. et al. 2022. Recent changes in the abundance of vascular plants in Britain and Ireland: the 
relative contributions of land management, climate change and other major drivers.  Journal of….



Post-Atlas 
projects?



Thank you for 
listening


