Kirkcudbright Botany Group (the KBG): report for 2017
Out of 13 meetings proposed, 13 actually took place, though not always where and when proposed, including one cancelled in 2016 due to unexpected circumstances.  Again the weather hasn’t always been on our side this year, with cold winds, showers sometimes heavy enough to cause early finishes (Cairnsmore - yet again, Knowetops Lochs and Loch Urr).  The meeting to Loch Moan was a last minute decision but produced several good records despite being mainly commercial forestry.

All visits are covered in detail in the individual reports but the highlights, for me, were:

Dalbeattie Forest & Rounall Wood: enchanter’s nightshade Circaea lutetiana; and how management of Rounall (clearing undergrowth) has impoverished the vegetation of the wood since I last saw it around 15 years ago!

Wood of Cree: Wilson’s filmy fern Hymenophyllum wilsonii; common cow-wheat Melampyrum pratense; slender speedwell Veronica filiformis; marsh hawksbeard Crepis paludosa

Hannaston Wood: Townhall clock Adoxa moschatellina; intermediate lady’s mantle Alchemilla xanthochlora; smooth-stalked sedge Carex laevigata; wood horsetail Equisetum sylvaticum; yellow azalea Rhododendron luteum; dewberry Rubus caesius

Kirkconnell Flow: yellow azalea R. luteum; cranberry Vaccinium oxycoccus; bog rosemary Andromeda polifolia; white sedge Carex curta

Knowetop Lochs (SWT): cranberry V. oxycoccus; petty whin Genista anglica; bog rosemary A. polifolia; smooth lady’s mantle Alchemilla glabra; white sedge C. curta

Fern day at Kirroughtree: the very wide range of male, scaly male and buckler ferns Dryopteris species

Mersehead: marsh fern Thelypteris palustris; greater tussock sedge Carex paniculata; brown sedge C. disticha; mugwort Artemisia stelleriana;  wild pansy Viola tricolor; Isle of Man cabbage Coinzya monensis subsp. monensis; hare’sfoot clover Trifolium arvense; viper’s bugloss Echium vulgare; goat’sbeard Tragopogon pratensis

Cairnsmore of Fleet: Lesser clubmoss Selaginella selaginoides; dioecious sedge Carex dioica; tawny sedge C. hostiana; starry saxifrage Saxifraga stellaris; mossy saxifrage S. hypnoides; Phegopteris connectilis; fir clubmoss Huperzia selago

MOD Dundrennan:  lesser hawksbit Leontodon saxatilis; hybrid woundwort Stachys x ambigua; crested hairgrass Koeleria micrantha; Scots lovage Ligusticum scoticum; common sea-lavender Limonium vulgare; rock samphire Crithmum maritimum; knotted pearlwort Sagina nodosa; field madder Sherardia arvensis.  This has to be the richest area in the whole of the VC with 430 species to date.  Says a lot for military occupancy!

Loch Urr: slender sedge Carex lasiocarpa, tall bog sedge C. magellanica, cranberry Vaccinium oxycoccus, blunt-flowered rush Juncus subnodulosus, water lily possibly Nuphar pumila (to be checked this year)

Loch Mannoch cranberry V. oxycoccus; Smith’s cress Lepidium heterophyllum; red pondweed Potamogeton alpinus; western gorse Ulex gallii; and a mystery plant 

Overton Merse: mugwort Artemisia vulgaris; common centaury Centaurium erythraea; seashore centaury C. littorale; brown watercress Rorippa microphylla; scarlet pimpernel Anagallis arvensis; a liverwort Riccia

Loch Moan: crowberry Empetrum nigrum; climbing fumitory Ceratocapnos claviculata; black medick Medicago lupulina; and another mystery plant still not id’d.

During the spring we tried a single species survey, the easily recognised snowdrop Galanthus nivalis, which resulted in a veritable deluge of records and achieved excellent coverage in the central and southern parts of the VC

[bookmark: _GoBack]But of course the highlights will be different for everyone.  If anyone missed any of the reports and wants one, or the species lists, please let me know.

In all, the group again accumulated over 1000 records in what was not the best season for field work.  As a group we covered 25 monads (1x1km squares), with species numbers ranging from 25 to 180 per monad.  Some of the group let me know of many records from their individual outings, including the re-finding of thorn-apple Datura stramonium at the same site as in 1897 when last seen.  Individual searches for tasselweed at other previously known sites (Overton Bay, Carsluith Merse and Fleet Estuary) unfortunately drew blanks.

Thank you all for your support and for the photographs of plants, people and scenery during the year.  Part of my problem is that I rarely have time to take decent photos during the meetings and I hope that members of the group will provide some which I can include in future reports after each meeting.  I’ve enjoyed the outings and hope that many of you will be able to join me for yet another year’s further ventures into little explored parts of the vice-county.  

· Previous identification days have proved popular, so I’m going to arrange one, perhaps two, part indoors, part outside: one on ferns – again - probably in May when many are at their best; the other as yet undecided but possibly rushes.
  
· By unanimous acclaim, the MOD site is to be visited again, in Aug 2018, to a different part.

· .I’m suggesting perhaps a second “blitz” on a different species in 2018.
  
· I am also proposing, yet again as it didn’t come off in 2017, a long, and probably strenuous, weekend meeting in the hills, esp. areas which are relatively un-surveyed or rarely, if ever, visited. It will be advertised initially for BSBI members, but any of the more active KBG would be very, very welcome.

Any other suggestions for venues or improvements are always very welcome.  I hope to produce a summary of your suggestions a bit later on.

