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Å Higher plant botany has become a very restricted knowledge base.  
 

ÅWhen I started identifying plants at the age of 5-6 most primary 
schools in England had been  issued with a copy of MacGregor 
Skene's 1935 "A Flower Book for the Pocket". It covered 844 
flowering plants including 501 rushes and sedges in colour and 24 
grasses in B & W and 315 more in the text. 
 

Å The first 95 pages had wonderfully simple keys to the genera.  This 
was far in advance of the later "Observers" series produced in the 
1960s and was at just the right level to stimulate a primary school 
child into critical I.D.  
 

Å Driving a tractor at the age of 7 and a combine harvester at 11 I was 
enthralled by the chocolate & yellow Fluellens and purple and  
yellow Lesser Toadflax I found among the stubble.  
 

Å And they were in my flower book. 
 



Notice the succinct but adequate 
diagnoses for each species. Notice that 
each illustration and each description 
had a number and name for quick 
matching, and an inverted comma to 
denote the hard inflexion on the 
previous letter. 





ÅOne of the irritating aspects of FSC courses is that 
headquarters insist on deciding whether a course is for 
beginners, is intermediate or advanced.  
ÅAdvertise a course as one of these and you get perhaps 

half a dozen takers, cater for all three and you can fill the 
course with 15.  
ÅSo I always try and cater for all three by providing plenty 

of original handouts that will appeal to all three. For lab. 
work I try and pair up beginners with the more advanced 
and they enjoy helping each other. And all three 
categories come back for more!  
ÅThese days the beginners are very often at the former 

primary school level and know virtually nothing about 
plants. 
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