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Ellen Hutchins

• Ellen Hutchins (1785-1815) – Ireland’s first female botanist, born in 
Ballylickey on the shores of Bantry Bay

• Specialised in bryophytes, lichens and seaweeds – several of which are 
named after her e.g. Jubula hutchinsiae

• Catalogued the species in her neighbourhood, recording over 1000 species 
• Recorded the location of some of the rarer species e.g. Stag’s-horn 

Clubmoss and Dwarf Elder
• Begin recording and follow in her footsteps . . . 

www.ellenhutchins.com

http://www.ellenhutchins.com/


• Charity for everyone interested in the flora of Britain and Ireland!

• Founded in 1836; Irish branch founded ~55 years ago.

• Support botany – training, outreach, research, and RECORDING.

• One of the world's largest contributors of biological records, 
informing research and underpinning evidence-based conservation.

• Volunteer-led

• Find out more at BSBI.org!



What is today all about?

• What is a botanical record?

• Why are records important?

• What is needed for a complete record?

• What equipment is needed?

• How can you submit a record?

• How to get more involved?

Photo: Rory Hodd



What is a botanical record?

• A record is “... an account in permanent form, 
esp. in writing, preserving knowledge or 
information...” (Collins concise dictionary)

• In botany: an account of where a particular 
wild plant grew, when it was seen, and by who

Vaccinium oxycoccos
Cranberry



Why are records important?

• Protect rare plants

• Monitor changes over time
• Important for common as well as rare species!

• Track new arrivals

• Create a clear picture of the state of the environment

• To improve our knowledge and understanding of the ecology and 
habitats of species, & inform conservation

• To allow decision-makers, land managers, interested parties access to 
botanical information

Spotted Rockrose
Tuberaria guttata



Cornish moneywort
Sibthorpia europaea

St. Patrick’s Cabbage 
Saxifraga spathularis

Wildflowersofireland.net

Rare plant distribution Plants with restricted distributions



Bilbao Fleabane
Conyza floribunda

Tracking new arrivals 

2000 Atlas 2020 Atlas



Hawthorn
Crataegus monogyna

Creeping Buttercup
Ranunculus repens

Ph: Maria Long

www.aphotoflora.com

Ph:Zoë

But recording is about common plants too . . .



What is needed for a record?

Cover the Four Ws!

• Who – Name and contact details

• Where – Site name and grid reference

• When – Date you found it

• What – Scientific name of the species



Extra details for records

• Habitat descriptions and other 
species nearby

• Population size

• Photos and/or specimens to 
confirm ID (with caveats!)*

• Description of key features used to 
identify

• Detailed description of location for 
rare plants

• Status of species e.g. native, 
naturalised, planted

*BSBI Code of Conduct
Completing a clubmoss recording form, Knockboy. 
Photo: Clare Heardman

https://bsbi.org/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/BSBI-Code-of-Conduct.pdf


What do you need?

• A way to record what you find
• Notebook, pencils, recording card, app

• A way to identify the location
• Map, GPS, phone or online grid reference 

finders

• A way to tell what you’ve found
• Identification guides, plant keys, online 

resources, apps

• Tools to support identification
• A hand lens/magnifier, sample bags, camera Photo: Pat Lenihan

https://bsbi.org/get-involved
https://bsbi.org/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/BSBI-News-144-pp34-40-plant-id-apps-final.pdf


Clipboard 
(waterproof)

x10 hand lens

Ziploc sample bag

GPS 

Recording card

Discovery map



Advice on buying and using a GPS 
by Jim McIntosh (BSBI)

• https://bsbi.org/resources
https://bsbi.org/resources

https://bsbi.org/resources
https://bsbi.org/resources


Online grid reference finders

• https://irish.gridreferencefinder.com/

• http://www.gridreference.ie/

• www.biodiversityireland.ie (built in 
feature when entering records)

https://irish.gridreferencefinder.com/
http://www.gridreference.ie/
http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/


How to use a hand lens
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OUc_wtooHdA&feature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OUc_wtooHdA&feature=youtu.be


How to submit a record

• Submit directly to a monitoring scheme
• Garden Wildflower Hunt, NYPH

• Submit records to a local or national 
recording centre
• Biodiversity Ireland  or CEDaR

• Great for occasional/one-off records or when 
recording lots of species groups

• Submit plant records directly to BSBI
• Particularly important for rare/unexpected 

finds and systematic recording

New Year Plant Hunt, Glengarriff

Remember: Data quality is important ‘if in doubt, leave it out!



Submit directly to a monitoring scheme
• New Year Plant Hunt or Garden Wildflower Hunt 

• Native or naturalised: flowers, trees, grasses, sedges, rushes and ferns.

https://bsbi.org/garden-wildflower-hunt

https://bsbi.org/new-year-plant-hunt
https://bsbi.org/garden-wildflower-hunt
https://bsbi.org/garden-wildflower-hunt


Submit records to a National data centre

• National Biodiversity Data Centre(NBDC)  
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/

• Centre for Environmental Data and Recording (CEDaR) 
www.nmni.com/CEDaR/CEDaR-submitting-records.aspx

• Great for occasional records or recording multiple types of 
wildlife

records.biodiversityireland.ie nmni.com/CEDaR

https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/
http://www.nmni.com/CEDaR/CEDaR-submitting-records.aspx


NBDC online recording form



Submit records to BSBI

• Online “Record a Plant” form 
• Best for one-off records

• bsbi.org/record-a-plant

• Send to county recorder or country 
officer
• Best for systematic recording

• Can use recording cards or spreadsheets

• bsbi.org/local-botany

https://bsbi.org/recording-cards
https://bsbi.org/recording-software


Systematic recording
• Species distribution mapping e.g. Plant Atlas 2020

• Visit all the main habitat types in an area

• Visit geographical features e.g. cliffs, lakes, coast, etc.

• Don’t forget carparks and ‘wasteground’!

• Site surveys e.g. of a local park or nature reserve

• Specific plant groups e.g. aquatics

• Habitat survey and monitoring 

• Rare plant surveys

Remember: it’s always worth talking to your 
VCR to see where effort is needed



Systematic recording – BSBI recording cards

9 9



x

https://bsbi.org/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/How-to-use-Recording-Cards.pdf

x x

https://bsbi.org/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/How-to-use-Recording-Cards.pdf


Grid reference tip: crawl before you walk! https://www.osi.ie/education/map-reading/how-to-use-map-scales-and-grids/

https://www.osi.ie/education/map-reading/how-to-use-map-scales-and-grids/


Vice county system & DDb

• https://database.bsbi.org/

https://database.bsbi.org/


e

Remember you can also view species distribution maps via https://bsbi.org/maps

https://bsbi.org/maps


Summary

• What is needed for a complete record? Who, Where, When, What

• What to record? Native and naturalised plants

• Where to record? Anywhere – it doesn’t have to be a ‘good’ 
habitat!

• Submitting records is important! Make use of the BSBI and/or your 
national data centres

• How to get started? Taking part in a monitoring scheme like the 
Garden Wildflower Hunt is a great way to begin your botanical 
recording journey

• Help is available! The BSBI website is full of useful resources



Where to find more information 
about recording?
• BSBI Resources page: taxon lists, code of conduct, recording strategy, etc

• BSBI Beginners Guide To Recording

• Videos from CEH & FSC on the BSBI Biological Recording Playlist

• Safety in the field, Recording cards, Spreadsheets for records

https://bsbi.org/resources
https://bsbi.org/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/Atlas_2020_beginners_guide.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL1PYIj03XG4DU1M3_hp_YNXFR0mm-nBCG
https://bsbi.org/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/SafetyInTheField.pdf
https://bsbi.org/recording-cards
https://bsbi.org/recording-software


How else to get involved?
• Join BSBI – field meetings, training 

courses, and more!

• Join a local group
• BSBI Local Groups: Clare, Cork, Dublin/East 

Coast, Galway, Kerry, Leitrim, Ulster and 
“Rough Crew”

• Natural History Societies: Dublin Naturalists 
Field Club, Belfast Naturalists Field Club

• Other nature/environment groups: Irish 
Wildlife Trust, Cork Nature Network

• Follow BSBI on Facebook & Twitter

• #wildflowerhour

The BSBI Rough Crew, Galtee Mountains

https://bsbi.org/subscriptions
https://bsbi.org/ireland
https://dnfc.net/
http://www.bnfc.org.uk/
Irish Wildlife Trust - Home
https://corknaturenetwork.ie/
https://www.facebook.com/IrishSectionBSBI/
https://twitter.com/BSBI_Ireland


Ready, steady, record!



Give it a Go!
1. Work out a grid reference for your home area (online 

or using instructions on your map).

2. Enter that into the BSBI Database's Grid Reference 
Lookup Tool (Tools> Grid Reference Lookup).

3. It should tell you which Vice-County you are in and 
bring up a little map showing the tetrad (2x2km) 
square in which you live.

4. Then click the "View Taxon List for tetrad...." link to 
bring up a list of all the species in your home square.  
(If there are none listed you might want to choose an 
adjacent tetrad by working out and entering a grid 
reference 2km away.)

5. Download a customised recording card for the Vice-
County you live in and print it off. See 

6. Go out see what you can find! Complete the recording 
card following the Guidance.

7. Finally, scan and send it to your Vice-County Recorder 
(Contact details on the Local Botany page) or to Sarah, 
the BSBI Ireland Officer.

Or try out the Garden Wildflower Hunt!

https://database.bsbi.org/
https://bsbi.org/recording-cards
https://bsbi.org/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/How-to-use-Recording-Cards.pdf and in this presentation
https://bsbi.org/local-botany
mailto:sarah.pierce@bsbi.org
https://bsbi.org/garden-wildflower-hunt

