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BSBI News reports on the latest botanical
news and discoveries in Britain and Ireland.

Discovery of a second extant plant of Arran's False Rowan {Sorbus pseudomenichi

Discovery of a second extant plant of Arran’s False
Rowan (Sorbus pseudomeinichii Ashley Robertson)

ROBERT BLACKHALL-MILES

recent work visit to Scotland ook my panner
i Ben Ram) and o the Ile of Arran (ve 100)

tex wisit the collection held at Natonal Trust for

Seothand’s Brodick Castle and Goafell Nawre

reserve, Do aims of car visitwene 16 see revegetation
waork being done by the ranger wam in Glen Rosa

and w see all thiee of Aman’s endemic Sordus L.

micrspecies i Glen Catacol, o the north-west

of the island.
On 15 Seprember 2000 we visited Glen Caracol
with the sobe intenton of ohserving the whitcheams

and mowans growing in the valles: As the Glen Cagacol
i 'na‘tura| regene[ation’ approach to Wlld ﬂOWEI’ trail head there s a small enclosure planted with
meadow creation results in the appearance of

i : . . A leaf of m 1]
Helosciadium repens (Creeping Marshwort) in Arran Sorbus, This enclosure presented o perfect  peaiome 'h:.mw:wwfw,mu:lﬁoms
West Suffo]k opportunity to Gimiliase oursches with the axa

found in Glen Catacal: 8, am wparrie L. Rowan),  groeing This has kefi a single mature individuad on e
IAN WOODWARD & MARK WEBSTER L

the five taxa ivolved in the complex sequence of

hyhridisation in the evolution of the three endemi

& s Ml (e Whisahonmt U bcsdalimss crmnnmeiole of dha sl Buen aosl is mevmantalue

||| migh: fune N20, MW contacted IW abowt an Helosciadium repens (Creeping Marshwort) at
unbsellifer whitch s bcen Fonmed by o nember of his  Thetfond, Morfolic. Pete Seoh

ennservation voluntecr grougsin a ey oeated wikl

fi
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Resurrection of a Norfolk pond gem: Grass-poly Lythrum hyssopifolia

Resurrection of
‘ a Norfolk pond
| gem: Grass-

T poly Lythrum

| hyssopifolia

| CARL SAYER & JO

| PARMENTER

. Serapias vomeracea Burm. {. (Brig.)
! (Long-lipped Tongue-orchid): first
1 wild record for Britain and Ireland

I GEOFFREY KITCHEMER, DAPHMNE MILLS, SUE
| BUCKINGHAM, DAVID JOHNSON & STEPHEN
q LEMON

The neat five-petalled flowers
of Lythrum hyssopdfolia (Grass-
poly) that are barne singly in the

Close-up of a floret of the single plant of Serapias vomeracea in East plant's leaf axids. Rob Peacock

Kent {v.c. 15), 27 May 2020. Photographs by Daphne Mills,

n 23 May 2020, sharp-eyed Kem Botanical

Recording Group member Daphne Mills
spotted a single plane of what she recognised
as a Tongue-orchid, but an unfamiliar species,
Comsulumg otbers brough s view than dhis was Likely
10 be Sempuas vomeracen Burm. £ {Brig.) (Long=tipped
Tongue-orchid), as vet unrecorded in the Bransh
Lsbes other than as adeliberoe imiroduction. A visit

by L Denholm toits East Keit (v, 13) location

omby consistently agreed qualitative distinetion seems
o b the hairiness of the prosdmal hall’ of the epichile:
distinetly hairy in & pomerzces and subglabrous in
5. bergonit. As cleary seen in the photographs, the
Kent plant’s epichile is hairy in s prosimal half,
S0 pointing vo 8 sosteracar, The main quantitative
distinetion is supposed ta be the maximom width
of the epichile: 5 7.5 mm i S bergondd aned > B

it & peengees, 11 measured four of the flowers

O“ A wet winter’s day in February 2020, 5n agquatica (Fine-leaved Water-dropwon) (7 ponds
aged and comorted willow is heaved from  and the uncommon charophyies Talypella glomicratn
the muddy ground, exposing long-buried lavers  (Clustered Stonewort) (+ ponds) and Niteifn apeca

of earth once punciured by cloven hooves and  (Dark Stonewon) (1 pond) in particular, With the

churned by horse and mumbler: As the Norfolk Ponds — exception, of Nias svarina, which likel

m finishes one of its fiv

Projectt

restorations of the season in the village of Hevdon,  (Lansdown et al., 2006}, all the other aforementioned
the digrer leawes behind a newly opencdeup and  species were undoubiedly derved Trom long-lived

gemhy-shelving pond at the side of an armble feld  secdbanks distarbed during the restorations.

—

wrnved duc

farmland pond 1o dispersal by wildfowl from a local shallow lake




An occasional section is ‘Introducing My Vice-county’

where the BSBI Recorders highlight the interesting
plants and habitats of their recording areas.

Outer Hebrides (v.c. 110)
PAUL A. SMITH

he Outer Hebrides is the 15th largest vice-
county by land area, but it represents some

unicque challenges. The islands are in three main

inhahied groups (Lewis and Harris, which are a

single land mass; the Ulsts; Barra and Vatersay),
which therefore have transport links (ferries and
planes) to the mainland, But there are so many

outlving islands, island groups and fragments of

the main islands that it has the most hectads of any
vice-county: B9 and 2000l these are not accessible
from the inhabited isknds without a further boat
trip. 5o spare a thought for the recorders tnang
o gei some records from all the hectads during a
I0-vear date class — that’s not likely 1o be feasible,

However, it is undeniable that islands have a
particular draw and that people want to remember
and record their experiences when they do reach
therm Sothere are many anticles describing wips w
such places and giving species lists (olten very shon
for simall islands well offshore, so ot a day rip costs
many £ per species!), Indeed 5t Kilda is so much

an anraction that it must have more pages written
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Watery view of the south of North Ukst. Photographs
by the author.

about it than any comparably-sized area of Britain
and Trelanc, bur with a rather short species lisc (see
20107). Bo the |
v, 10 are in fact the parts of the main

Crawle

stowell-known parts of

inhabited
islands which are a long walk from the nearest access

particularly the central Lewis peatlands which do
not even have the atraction of a hill o walk up or
a coastline wo visit.

I got hooked by the Outer Hebrides (as other
prople have before me — there are lots of examples
of repeat visitors) following a BSBI field meeting
in 19, and after several vears of regular holiday
visits generating records 1 was invited 1o become
joint Vice-county Recorder with Richard Pankhurst,
Iater becoming sole recorder when he passed away in
2013, So for many vears [ have made solo wips and
family holidays, It's a fng way from Sowhampton

usually overnight with vwo drivers, though it
takes two days o drive on your own. But 1 find
the arrangement works well for me 1 focus on
recording full-time when 1 am there, and deal with

spreimens and recards in my spare time when I'm

(Moss Campion) can be seen
next w the foothridge in Ulg bay
NB 49334, but also in many
plisces rownd the coast, Savifrga

afesetifolin (Purple Sa

the extreme SW corner of
nia Clibhe (NB 079364). Both of
these flower carly in the botanical
in May. Loch Sgailler (NB
0835 is influenced by sand and

Ve

has Potamogeton gremrines (and an
old record for Fafamogefon crispues
|Curbed Pondweed], though this
has mit been seon bor many vears),
For the hardier, the Uig hills can
be approached along a track
helonging to the estate (only for
walkers), and there are interesting

species seattered among the lills,

including Seusswren alping (Alpine
Sawewort) and Brdus savafilis
Stone Bramble), though they are
not abways easy o find

The Chner Hebrides is a
faniastic, vaned vice county, and
whan the sun shines and the sea
is Iue it is incomparable. Though
[ confess, it does main every now
angd again... so do wrm up with
Tull waterproofimg, and [ hope that

v wiosn't meed i

Crawley, ML) 20017, 71 af
S1 Kilda, Mebwidean Notaralion,
Supplensent 1.

Paul A. Sr
Vice-county Recorder for Quter
Hebrides (we. 1101

8 Locks Road, Locks Heath,
Southampton 3031 6NT
pas.vel10@gmail.com

INTRODUCING MY VICE-COUNTY: Cuter Hebrides fve, 110

Saussurea alpina (Alpine Savw-wert), Rhodiola rosea [Rosercot) and
Cystoptens fragilis (Brittle Bladder-ferm) on a ledge on Tahabhal, Uig.

Silene acawlis (Moss Campion), Timsganry, Uig Bay.
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The ‘aliens’ section includes a compilation of recent

discoveries of the more interesting escaped and naturalised
plants, followed by short articles on non-native species.

ADVENTIVES AND ALIENS: Adventives & Aliens News 22

Euphorbia serpens, Gospon, South Hampshire
fwe. 1), Top: plant in situ; bottom: underside of
shoot showing capsules and flower. John Morton

Salvia forsskaoler, Studland, Dorset (v.c. %), David
Leadbetter

are ¢, 3.5cm across (dark pink and ¢, 2em across in
€ bumger) and the winged inflated calyvees {unwinged
and short-tubular in £ bunger). Both have foctid
subopposite leaves and sucker freely. See Adventives
& Aliens News 18, ve, 17, Most/all British material
is var. farpest.

Salvia forsskaolei L. Woodland
Sage). Studland (SZ0369381564), 7/7/2020,

13, Leadbetter: one plant by grassy path at south end

of Glebeland Estate, A garden |1|.'|1u (Lamiaceae)
native o Bulgana, Greece and Torkey. A glandular
hairy, lithe branched perennial up to 100cm tall. The
fowers are violet-Blue with white or yellow markings
on the lower Lips and decply divided upper lips. The
leaves are relatively large, ovate and with cordate
bases. It is in the same section as 5. glefirasa (Sticky
Clary). There is only one other record in the BSBI
Distribution Database (DD, for ve. 19,

.11 (5. Hants)

horbian serpens Kunth (Manted Sandmat). Gosport
(SUG053000197), 12/9/2020, |.A. Norton & DLR.

Allan (conf. E.J. Clement): ac. B0 % 20em patch on

tarmac pavement, outside just one house on Pelham
Road, plus small plant nearby on road kerb, New
tove, | LK senpens is glabrous (including capsules),
roots at the nodes, has more or less smooth seeds and
entire, suborbicular leaves. John Norton recognised
it immediaely being familiar with it in the Arak

Gulf, where it is a common species in big cities in

sl flower beds. A native of ropical America,

it 15 most likely as a ‘container alien’ (particulardy
potted olives and palms from southern Europe),
but has also been associated with bird-seed and

wonl waste 'slmd(l}'_l_ There is a fine account of

nine different species of’ “sanchms [sym. I".'.l'mmﬂa_]'rr 1,

including E. serpens, only five of which are curvently
known for Britain and Ircland, in Eex Botany No,

10, Winter 2009, pp. 12-18,

V.c.12 (N. Hants)

Eupharbia corallivides (Coral Spurge). Littleton
(SU454329), 13/4/2020, InJ. Pearson {comm.
AL Mundell): in Church Lane. The second ve. 12

recortd, the fivst being for 2000,

Glyceria grandis (American Manna-grass) in Surrey

Glyceria grandis S. Watson (American Manna-grass)

in Surrey

GEORGE HOUNSOME

A super problem with the naming of British

Rhododendrons
RICHARD MILNE

,‘__\y'ml’ur.frm.fnm lfm.u.l‘faum has been, famously, a
conservation headac

in Britain for many
decades. Recently, however, a new and whaolly
avoidable problem has arisen with this specics: one
of naming, The problem sterms from Cullen's (2001)
decision to name hybridized British matenial of this
species as ‘K. % spegpornticem’. Unfortunately this
unhelpful name has increasingly found its way into
the literature, and even Stace (2019) felt compelled
w0 include it

To see the trouble this has caused, simply read
the article on botanical *thugs” by Pearman et al,
(2019) in BSBT News 142, Here, lan Bennallick lisis
*Rfwdodendron ® superponticum’ as an invasive pest

for Cornwall, whereas Bryan Edwards states that
invasive Rhodies in Dorset are Riedademdron ponticum.
Anyone not familiar with our Rhododendrons
would come away concluding that Dorser and
Cornwall have different taxa there, whereas in fact
both countics contain an inseparable mixture of
hybridised and non-hybridised Rhodvdendron poniicam
plants. Neither worker can be faulted, because these
are not consistently distinguishable, and so each
warker had to make an arbitrary choiee to call them
one thing or the other, OF course, its not just Dorset
and Cornwall, The BSBI database map for “R, *
superparniicum’ (Figure 1) misleadingly shows the plant
as present only in sirangely discrete patches around
Britain, for example in West Wales the map shows
it as abundant south of the river Dovey but absent

to the north, which would come as a considerable

surprise 10 the conservationists in Snowdonia who
hawe spent decades keeping the plam in check there,
Western Scotland has no reconds either. ' The patches
on the
have decided to use the name “supepoatioum’, and
have no biological meaning:

map reflect the locations of recorders who

As we'll see below, seme individuals can be
igmed to R X superponticum’ (though
retches the rules of taxonomy o near

confidently

only if one
hreaking point), while for other specimens it is simphy
impaossible. It is a name mired in chaos.

Let me summarise the background o this.
Rhododendvon ponticem belongs to the subgenus
Hymenanihes, within which every one of the > 200
species seems o be highly interfertile with every
other, As a result of both deliberate and accidenial

hybridisation in cultivation, mostly during the 15th

century, some British material of & pantiem acquired

——




Other regular sections include a round-up of plant records
from England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland; BSBI and
member’s notices and book reviews edited by Clive Stace.
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An updated List of Members will be available
so0n an the members only section of the B3B!
website (bsbi.org/members [password protected]),
correct to the end of 2020. If any member without

Britain's Ferns. A Field-
guide 1o the Clubmosses,
Quillwerts, Horesetails and
Ferns of Britain and Ireland
James Menrpeeather

Prircaton Univorsty Press,
Wioadsteck, 2020, pp. 260, with
many coloured photographs and
maps: sbk, E20.00,

FSBN 97E0471 180377

‘ern books are a rare
| commodity, but are a feld
o whech Britaen is known, and
which it has at least two centunies
of sound and respectable history,
This new and exciting book is
therefore a successive milestone
James Mampweather has gone
toa ot of steady, careful and
exparignced effor to illustrate the
matesial well, from colow phatos
of whole plants in situ to close-ups
of sori and frond structure

Thix lead-mn text of the book
deals excellently with the
definition of pteridophytes. It then
with comparsons of the
four rmain greups (dubmesses,
qualiworts, harsetails and farrs)
and the key features in their
overall recognition. Ths is then
Tallewed by spacies sceounts
Thie book is rounded-off with
discussions of field seasonal
aspects, wrban habitats, vanatons

three - alittle good news in such
a troubding year

Keeping cur feat wet and
the plants dynamic, Lvthoum

B
analysing the results, a summary of which will appear

n the April issue of BSBI News. The full analysis and
the press release will be available here: wwwbshi.

narthumberiand. Whilst recording
a water meadow at Shalford

in Surrey, Bill Starworth, David
Streeter and Ann Sankey found

. side from th
M Adiscovery o

FROM THE MEMBERSHIP NEW YEAR PLANT HUNT

y the time you read this, cur tenth New Year
Plant Hyurit will be aver and we'll be hard at work

sean in fems, and some ron
natiee species (to cover all of
these would probably meed

another book)

Tha spescies accounts, which
form the mam bady of the beok,
ara excellant threughout. The tewt
for gach, however, i surprisingly
brief, gning only general
idernification overviews for each
speces, Features of each that ane
especially usehd in identification
are emphassed, and tips 1o
note for each species sne further
hedzful in determining particular
idertities. All the text also stresses
keery faatuves which are of sasily
visile size, and which therefora
make this book genuinely
faelcd-Lsable. High quality in situ
esiour habitat phatographs ae
presented for each species. Each
a0 has a single frond-silhoustta,
which can be of encemous further
hel in drawing comparisons
between species and in
confirming identifications, These
are impartant, since such details
i frond dissection and marginal
STALONS ang 50 Much more
clearly comeyed in photographs
than in words. The frond details
afe wsually se1 agairst black
backgrounds, an excellent
chaice as it shows details of
frand and especally pinna and
nanggng vary clearly, Each
SpeC also accompanied by
a general thumbnad range-mag

of its general presence pcross
Beitain and keland, This 2
makes this bock very much an
idertification manual, which is
probably as imended remit. The
rrain cmission seems to ba that
maost hybeids are not included.
This is my only disappaintrment.
simce recognition af hybrids in eur
preridophyte flora 5 somathing
in which Britain and kreland lead
the world

Lasthy, this attractiwe book,
which is highly recommended,
has a further impartart role 1o
play. The flora of Britain and
Ireland i probably the best
dacumented of any flora. We
know a lot of datad, but there is
abways more 1o bo uncovared.

It is thus immensely important
that we have good, readalsle and
cations svailable
nowledge so
Far, set ba d, especialy
impartanthy, help then
general interest in an otherwise
specialist topic, This abaays helos

stirmulate orand swarensss and
pathags further study fior the
future.

A Flora of Cornwall

Colin French

‘Whaal Seaton Pross, Cambome,
2000 pp. b + 544, coplous
duvtrations and maps; hok, £20.00
ISBM F780953461 332

T he last twenty years has

| seenan Emerpng WA on
of eegional Floras. as lange,
|:|I.1m;u'r;u1 oples: B this
table top; the ane follows and
develops that trend. Given just
21 years sance the last Comish
Flora appeared, some potential
resders may wonder whether it s

(4]
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transfer), fill in a membership form and send it to us.
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help you identify difficult plant groups.
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much more.
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