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Number 5. April 2018

Welcometo the fifth newsletter for those interested in plants and botanical recordingin South
Aberdeenshire Theyare producedoccasionallyto stimulate botanicalwork and seekhelp for BSBI
recordingprojects Pleasecontactme (addresselow)with queriesand especiallyanyplantrecords!

Plantrecordingin SouthAberdeenshire2018
For this year and next, the priority is still to
gainrecordsfor the next UK plant atlas 2020,
coveringthe period 20002019 | would very
much appreciate your help in this as there
remain numerousareaswhich require survey
The map overleaf shows where we are with
coverageto the end of 2017. Therehasbeen
some good recent recording progressin the
lasttwo yearsbut the remaininggapsare clear
andyour helpin filling them is needed Please
getin touchandhelpwith this during2018

Antennariadioica Mountain Everlastlngoia lanFrancis
Recordingprogressto 2017
Themaindevelopmentin 2017wasthe import of the veryimpressivetotal of 128000 recordsfrom
the North-EastScotlandBiologicalRecordsCentre (NESBReCgpveringalmost the entire current
atlas period to date. Thiswasthe culminationof discussionsbout exchanginglata between BSBI
and NESBRe@MIESBRe6as been very active sinceits foundingin 2000, and a major project has
been surveysof much of easternAberdeenshire- often areaslikely to be subjectto development
pressure- and usingthe WL y (i SHaNdat§ §ARIZy@nawith target notes Thesesurveyswere
carriedout by botanistsincludingseveralcurrent BSBVice county recorders,and the data quality is
high. Surveysalso extendedinto the adjacentvice counties 91, 93 and 94. Theserecords from
NESBReflave made a very significantcontribution to the entire total for the atlas nationally | am
very grateful to those who facilitated this - Tom Humphrey,Andy Amphlett and Jim McIntosh,and
GlennRobertsand KonstantinosSiderosat NESBReT hisvery good progresshasled to the situation
whereit might be possibleto obtain recordsfrom all tetradsin the vice-county before 2020 (though
certainly not every 1x1km square- monad) | will take stock of this at the end of the yearto see
which are the priorities for targeting in the last year of the atlas Targetareasfor recordingthis
comingseasorare shownoverleaf
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Thelarge map below showsthe numbersof plant
taxa (species/subspecies/aggregate&) recorded
in each 2x2km tetrad as at 23 March 2018 so
- _ i coveringto the end of 2017. The small map left
o By showsthe sameas it was two years aga Both
. mapswerekindly producedby AndyAmphIett
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Anywhite tetrad is a priority for recordingin 2018 especiallythose without a border, which have
no recordsat all! Theremaininglesswell-recordedtetrads will be targetedin 2019

Targetareasin the south and west uplandsare clear
(including,surprisinglyLochnaga) so pleasemakea
special effort to visit these if possible But paler
shaded squares around Newmachar and in the
TorphinsTarland areas are also important to cover
Within each 2x2km tetrad | would prefer to receive
records based on a 1xlkm square within it, rather
than for the whole tetrad. Within a 1x1km square,try
to range widely over varying habitats, to help make
up a composite list for the square If you find
interesting speciesor habitats, pleaseuse a GPSto
record these accuratelyand note any details Any
extraspeciedor the tetrad outwith the 1x1km square
canbe addedwithout startinga completelynew list.

Orthilia secunda Serrated Wintergreen, Birse,
2 RodBegbie 2017



2016and 2017update

Ascanbe seenfrom the precedingmaps,very goodprogresshasbeenmadeto the end of 2017. This
was despite the fact that the level of recordingeffort was substantiallyreducedfollowing the sad
death of Eric Meek, who annually visited many areas in V®2 and submitted many records
Neverthelessnumerouslocal botanistswere active over the pasttwo years,and just under 14,500
recordswere loggedfor the two years Theseincluded 41 speciesof conservationconcern (e.g.
NationallyScarce\Vulnerable NearThreatenedand Endangered) Thelatter categorywasmadeup of
just one species¢ Gnaphaliumsylvaticum(Heath Cudweed)¢ with 10 records,an impressivetotal.
Other speciesof conservationconcernwith good totals included Genistaanglica (Petty Whin, 18
records),Linnaeaborealis(Twinflower,8 records),Lycopodiunannotinum(Interrupted Clubmoss,16
records), Pyrola media (Intermediateleaved Wintergreen, 21 records), Spergulaarvensis (Corn
Spurrey 27 records),Violatricolor (Wild Pansy,17 records)and the Scottishscarcespecies Juniperus
communigJuniper40records)

Juncusffusus(Softrush) 150 Themostfrequentlyrecordedspeciesn
DeschampsiaespitosgTufted Hairgrass) 134 201617 (top 10) are shownin the box,
Callunavulgaris(Heather) 131 alongwith the number of records In
Anthoxanthumodoratum(Sweet Vernal Grass) 127 total, 709 different taxa were recorded
Rumesacetosa(Sorrel) 125 in V®2 over the two years, with 168
Trifoliumrepens(White Clover) 120 haV'”Q only one record Recordswere
Cerastiunfontanum (Common Mousesar) 119 submitted from Februaryto December,
Sorbusaucuparia(Rowan) 119 but as shown in the graph from 2016
Ranunculusepens(Creeping Buttercup) 118 m0§t people did not really get going
Poaannua(Annual Meadowgrass) 117 until the end of May and were largely
finishedby the end of September!
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Narthecium
| ossifragum
| BogAsphodel,
Banchory, lan
Francis2016

Salix phylicifolig Tealeaved Willow, Glen Callater,
Marion Moir, 2017




Pyrolaminor, CommonWintergreen,Dinnet,lan Franci2017 Armeriamaritima, Thrift, in flushes,Glenkindie JanFrancis2017

Betula nana, Dwarf Birch, Ballochbuie,
DavidWelch,2017

Howto submitrecordsin 2018

To help with field recordingand submission,a customised
recording card is available on the BSBI website at:
http://www .bsbiorg.uk/V®2.pdf. | am happy to receive
theseand will enter the data. Anotherusefulway isto send
me an Excelspreadsheefor similar) Pleasemakesurethere
is one species per row, and the columns include date,
location, grid ref and comments as a minimum. Andy
Amphlett has developed an Excel spreadsheet which
automatically checks speciesnames and formats records
accordinglyThiscanbe downloadedfrom the BSBivebsiteq
please contact me for details Otherwise,any emails with
lists of records would be fine. | receive so few that
convertingthese into a more useableformat will not be a
chore | hopein this way to make sendingin recordsaseasy
aspossible!

Many thanksto all below for their recordsand help in 2016 & 2017 (with sincereapologiesfor any omissions) Andy
Amphlett,R Amphlett, DavidBale,BrianBallinger,DaveBatty, Pat Batty, RodBegbig SusarBowden Alister ClunasJudith
Cox,DavidElston Dundeeb I (i dzNJSdcigtykiathyBallowfield Barry Foster,ChrisFoster,Don French,lan Green,Tom
Humphrey EricJensenGlynJones AngusLewisSmith,AnneMarquiss,Mick Marquiss,RichardMarriott, JillMatthews, Jay
MacKinnon,S McBirnie Jim Mcintosh, Aileen Meek, Eric Meek, BelindaMiller, C Miller, Ruth Mitchell, Marion Moir, S

h QY }RgldnPayne NickyPenford,DavidPlant,D.S RamsaidhShailaRao, T.C.G. Rich,GlennRoberts HelenRowe Kostas
SiderosMike SmedleysStewartTaylor,Mark Tulley A. Upton,DavidWelch,P. Wortham..
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