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The Value of Seed Banking

UK Flora Seed Collection Project Aims

What is Involved?



Å An insurance policyagainst threats 
to plants in the wild. 

Å Opportunities to developskills, 

knowledge and data to support 

ecological restoration and 

sustainable utilisation

Å Optionsfor the future survival and 

use of plants

Long-term, relatively low-cost 

conservation

The Value of Seed Banks
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Making Collections Available

MSB Seed List

Small samples available for 
research, education and 

conservation. 

Register & MSA signed. 

Free of charge. 

UK Native Seed Hub
Larger quantities of seeds or 

plant plugs to support 
conservation and restoration 

programmes. 
Charged on cost recovery 

basis
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Use of Collections
Research, Education, Conservation

Å 43 samples provided to CABI 
from related UK taxa on their 
Test Plant List

Å In 2015, 235 samples from UK 
flora collections supplied for 
research, education, 
conservation purposes

Psyllid, Aphalaraitadori

Japanese Knotweed Bio-control Programme (CABI)
άWŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ YƴƻǘǿŜŜŘ costs Great Britain an estimated £165m every ȅŜŀǊέ (Williams 
et al2010) 

Copyright © 2016 CABI

http://www.cabi.org/Uploads/CABI/Japanese Knotweed Alliance/JK costs - Williams et al..pdf


Ranunculusophioglossifolius
!ŘŘŜǊΩǎ ¢ƻƴƎǳŜ {ǇŜŀǊǿƻǊǘ

Phyteumaspicatum
Spiked Rampion

Criteria: Projects collaborating 
with country agencyand 
appropriate on-site 
management in place

Use of Collections
Research, Education, Conservation
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ά¢ŀǊƎŜǘ 8: At least 75 per 
cent of threatened plant 

species in ex situ 
collections, preferably in 

the country of origin, and at 
least 20 per cent available 

for recovery and restoration 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎέ

© Plantlife(2014), Global Strategy for Plant Conservation: A ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ нлнл

Global Strategy for Plant 
Conservation



UK Flora Seed Collection Project 

ÅTo date almost 95% ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ 
storable native species 
conserved 

Å~6000 collections conserved of 
varying quantity & quality

ÅPreviously infraspecifictaxa, 
archaeophytesand neophytes 
were low priority
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