Tools and techniques to keep your records clean, tidy and correct
before synching to the BSBI Hub / DDb

Andy Amphlett



*Check accuracy of grid references
*Choose suitable site name &
proximity indicator

http://www.cucaera.co.uk/grp/

Nudos

G

Record (field observation)

taxon

date
locality
recorder

attributes

notes

validity
references
source data set
status

external id

ddb row id
data source
last modified

Deschampsia setacea (Huds ) Hack. "Bog Hair-arass”

identified by A. Amphlett

10/8/2015

Milton of Nuide (NW of) YC96 NN732981
A. Amphlett and R.J. Amphlett

Mapmate status: Not recorded

quantity: 2

Mapmate:method: Field record / observation

Lochan. Only 2 plant on shore.

confirmed: 2015-08-24 by Andy Amphlett X
Amphlett. A. Field Notebooks

IMapiate centre 2dd (Andy Amphlett)
unknown

MapMate:record:of9542dd
2cd4p9h.c450ve#2cd4pIh.c450vd
Idaphdate (via provider IMaplhdate)

Mon, 24 Aug 15 14:11:24 +0100




Real world GPS accuracy

*On Garmin GPS units, the displayed EPE (Estimate of Precision Error) is the 50%
probability radius of the indicated location. So if the GPS gives an EPE of 5m (pretty good
reception conditions) then there is a 50% chance that the actual location is within 5m of
the indicated position, but a 50% chance that it is more than 5m away. The EPE is often
>5m, and when reception is poor, may be >10m.

*Therefore in practice, the more precise the grid reference, the less accurate it is:

*1m precision (10 figure) grid references are almost always incorrect
*10m precision (8 figure) grid references are quite often incorrect
*100m precision (6 figure) grid references are occasionally incorrect
*1000m precision (4 figure) grid references are almost always correct

*The best compromise between precision and accuracy, using currently available GPS units
isa 100m precision (6 figure) grid reference

| use a mix of 6 and 8 figure grid references and check every grid reference using
http://www.cucaera.co.uk/grp/



PrlnCQSS StOne .. | A case study in inaccuracy —

Juncus balticus on bank of the River

\ETO"‘“ : 7 Findhorn

Record (field observation)
Juncus balticus Willd. "Baltic Rush"
identified by A_Amphlett
date 1/6/2015
locality River Findhorn (M. side) WC98 NH934424

Where the plant actually was ... recorder A Amphlett

. Mapmate:status: Not recorded
attributes - - -
Mapmate:method: Field record / observation

Different Side Of the river & notes Patch ¢. 1m square, on sandy soil covered rocks close to river, in spate zone.
different 100m grid square! validity confirmed: 2015-08-21 by Andy Amphiett &3

references Amphlett. A Field Notebooks
source data set Mapldate centre 2dd (Andy Amphlett)
status unknown
external id MapMate:record:8tz712dd
ddb row id 2cd4p9h.c30gfp#2cd4p9h.c30giy
data source Maphate (via provider Maphate)
last modified Tue, 16 Jun 15 12:58:52 +0100

taxon




While ‘cucaera’ mapping is excellent, for greatest clarity of vc boundaries use
the DDb grid reference lookup tool ...

Ben More Assynt

Conival ™

(zarbh Choire

http://www.cucaera.co.uk/grp/
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MapMate vc boundaries are NOT very accurate!
(vc94 example — ) cf NBN vc boundary — (grey) - up to 1km mismatch

L Hectad & tetrad grids




MapMate F5 query — check vc of your records

All Records for 1 Valid Field [Date]...

EBEsu b 598y K 2] %] 44

| T auon [Vemacular

[Site: | Gridref

|vice County

Acer preudoplatanus Sycamore
Aconitum napelus

Adoxa mozchatelina

Adowa mozchatelina tozchatel
Adoxa mozchatelina tMozchatel
[Adoxa mozchateling | Mazchatel
— .

" =

Data Entry - Properties /

General] Training List  Defaults l Customize | Walidation

Default ta Sites in...

'vC34

Default ta Taxa in...

|‘v’ascular Plants [microzpecies] and Charophytes

Mate: Default Sitez and Taxa are used far all _
data entry and analyziz. Chooze definitions Save Favourtes |
that best match your interests.,

Ensure that options are set to ‘Default to Sites in ALL

5.E. of Aikerway Ca|MJ233503
5.E. of Aikerway Ca|MJ233503
Aikermway (S, of] MHJ25149
Atkermvay Castle MJ292507
Adkerway [S. of] MJ230430
Aikerwan [S. af] M.J290495
5.E. of Alkenwayp Ca|MNJ295501
5.E. of Aikerwway Ca|MJ234502
0ld airfield, Bogrmoor | MJE3563

5.E. of Ailkenway Ca|MJ235501
Boat o' Brig MJ318517
S5.E. of Alkenway Ca|MNJ238500
Upper Dallachy, disu|MNJ3E0623
Track, E. zide of Aik,MJ291507
5.E. of Aikerwway Ca|MJ293503
pper Dallachy, disu| MJ360628
b oor af Dallachy M.J 366640
pper Dallachy, disu| 360628
5.E. of Aikenway Ca|MNJ293503
S.E. of Alkenway Ca|MNJ293503
S5.E. of Alkenway Ca|MNJ293503
5.E. of Alkerwway Ca|MJ233503
pper Dallachy, disu| 360628
5.E. of Aikerway Ca|MJ233503
5.E. of Aikerway Ca|MJ233503
pper Dallachy, disu| 360628
5.E. of Aikenway Ca|MNJ293503
S.E. of Alkenway Ca|MNJ293503

34
34
34
94
94
94
94
34
34
34
34
94
94
94
94
34
34
34
34
94
94
94
94
34
34
34
34
94




MapMate F5 query — check vc of your records

TemporaryQuery
E B su » 9By e K 2] %] 4 oM &

Code | Tamon [Wernacular [Site | Gridref [Wice County
Ahiez nordmanniana Caucasian Fir Cluarry Wood MJ18BBEZY 95
Acer platanoides Manway kMaple Bridge of Findharn(E.| MJ019583 95
Acer peeudoplatanus Sycamore S.E. of Aikerwway Ca | MJ233503 94
Acer pseudoplatanus Spcamore Bridge of Findhom(E.|MJI01 7582 95
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamare St Mams [SE of] MJ 328549 95
| Aconiturn napellus | b onk's-hood |5.E. of Aikerway Ca |MJ233503 94
i - MJ 328550 95
Data Entry - Properties _ M2 45 g4
MJ 328543 95
General ] Training List  Defaults | Customize | 4 alidation MJ 320637 935
MJ319534 95
MJ 331556 95
MJ 230430 94
|g|| MJ319536 95
MJ 2304395 94
Default to Taxain... MJ 232507 94
MJ31:3533 95
|"v"as-:u|ar Plantz [microspecies] and Charophytes i MJ0135282 95
MJ 332057 95
MJ024530 95

Mote: Default Sites and Taxa are uzed for all MJOT3582 35
data entry and analysis. Choose definitions Save Favourites | MJO40645 95
that best match wour interests. MJ328543 a5
M0 7624 a5
HJOZ20E28 a5
Help [u] MJOT9EZ7 95
HJOZ0E28 a5
[EliEna petiolata [Garlic Mustard [Haugh Izland MJ319534 35
Allivm carinatum F.esled Garlic By River Findharn | WJO20531 95
Allium paradosum Few-flowered Garlic Bridge of Findhom(E.|MJ013583 935
Alliurm paradoxum Few-flowered Garlic St Marys [ME of] MJ 33155 95

Default ta Sites in...

.4

Ensure that options are set to ‘Default to Sites in ALL




F9 query is customisable eg. include vc, hectad and tetrad in results

' - e
D.Jf Data Entry: New Record - Vascular Plants (microspecies) and Charophytes in A.. e |

Records Fields | Query | Help

Records for All valid fields.

00N
Cusantity
=T L]

Date
Recarder
Method
Refetence

Comment

Sites for All vahd fields...

Taxa for All vahd fields...

Events for All valid fields...

Quick Species Summary...

Records in Export Format...

Records Custom Query...

Configure F9 Custom Query...

-

F9 Custom Configuration

Taxon

Wernacular
Authority

Taron and Authority
M ational Statuz
Code

BRC Mumber
Alphab

Taxa Sart Order
Genus

Chooze items above and then

‘add' them to output list,

Yice County
T axan

Site Mame
10k Squar
2k Square
Gridref

R ecorder
Admin Area
Year

Dray Month

TEmove |

<]

up | down |

[1]4 | Ear‘u:e||

Yice Counby

| Taxan

| Site Mame

|Recarder

| &dmin Area |Year

|Day Manth |

b orap [Elgin)
karay (Elgin)
Banffshire

b cray [Elgin)
karay (Elgin)
Banffzhire

karay (Elgin)
Banffshire

b cray [Elgin)
karay (Elgin)
b orap [Elgin)
karay (Elgin)

Ahiez nordmanniana
Acer platanoides
Acer pzeudoplatanus
Acer pseudoplatanus
Acer pzeudoplatanus
Aconitum napelluz
Aconitum napelus
Adoxa mozchateling
Adoxa mozchateling
Adoxa mozchateling
Adoxa mozchateling
Adoxa mozchateling

Cluarny Wood

Bridge of Findhom(E. of]
S E. of Alkerway Castle
Bridge of Findhom(E. aof]
St Mays [SE of)

S.E. of Alkervway Castle
St Mays [SE of]
Alkerway [S. af)

St Mars [SE of]

Haugh lzland

Haugh lzland

St Marys [ME of]

[10km Square | 2km Square | Gridref
MJ1E M

MJ05
MJ25
MJ05
MJ35
MJ25
M35
MJ24
M35
MJ35
M35
M35

J1EW
MNJOSE
W25
MJOSE
MNJ35H
W25
MJ35H
NJ242
NJ35H
NJ 350G
M358
MJ35H

MJ188627
MJ019533
hJ233503
K071 7582
MJ328543
hJ233503
MJ328550
291491
MJ328543
MNJ320537
hJ319534
MJ331556

Green, lan F.

Amphlett, &, Green, lan P. & Moray Batany Group
Amphlett, & & Amphlett, E.C.
Amphlett, 4., Green, lan P. & Moray Batany Group
Armphlett, &, & Amphlett, E.C.
Amphlett, &, & dmphlett, E.C.
Armphlett, &, & Amphlett, E.C.
Amphlett, & & Amphlett, E.C.
Amphlett, &, & Amphlett, E.C.
Armphlett, &, & Amphlett, E.C.
Amphlett, &, & dmphlett, E.C.
Armphlett, &, & Amphlett, E.C.

bdoray
karay
aray
b oray
karay
bdoray
kiaray
aray
bdoray
karay
bdoray
kiaray

26 [24 Feb
2ME 26 Mar
2ME6 (25 Mar
2ME 26 Mar
2ME 27 Mar
2ME (25 Mar
2ME (27 Mar
2ME6 (25 Mar
2ME 27 Mar
2ME 27 Mar
2ME 27 Mar
2ME (27 Mar




MapMate gridref x vc
mismatches (7/4/2016)




-

n
D'} Diata Entry: Mew Record - Vascular Plants (microspecies) and Charophytes in A |t |

Records Fields Query Help

(Date) > Show all related > Taxa

T axon
Quantity

Sibe

Lock Dabe
Clear
1ol et
Aafere

Coomn

Show All Related

Shatus

[ estissrmires

Records
Taxa

Sates

Cancel this menu

Recorders
Methods
Habatats
References
Events
Photos

Sete Details

All Taxa for Date = 27 Mar 2016...

*Did | see all these taxa on this date?

E 8 sm b 5Bk 2] 5l #

e

M &

5 @

[Wemacular

|Parent

| T axon Status

Acer pseudoplatanus
Aconitum napelus
Adoxa moschatelina
Aegopodium podagraria
Alliana petiolata

Alliumn paradoxum

Allivrn urginum

Alnus glutinoza

Betula pendula
Chmsosplenium altemifoliurm
Caonopadiurn majus
Daranicum pardalianches
Fallopia japonica

Ficaria werna

Galanthus nivaliz

Luzula syleatica
Mercunialis perennis
Marcizzus agg.
FPentaglottiz sempervirens
Petasites albug

Scilla luciliae

Stellaria nemaorrm
Symphybum tuberozum
Ulex europasus

Sycamore
Monk's-hood
Mozchatel
Ground-glder

Garlic Mustard
Few-flowered G arlic
Ramsong

Alder

Silver Birch
Alternate-leaved Golden-zavifrage
Fighut
Leopard's-bane
Japanese Knaotweed
Lesser Celandine
Shiowdrop

Great Wood-rugh
[og's Mercum
Cultivated D affodil
Green &lkanet
‘wihite Butterbur
Boizsier's Glory-of-the-snow
‘wiood Stitchwort
Tuberous Comfrey
Gorse

Aneraceas
Ranunculaceas
Adovaceas
Lpiaceas
Brassicaceas
Liliaceas
Liliaceas
Betulaceas
Betulaceas
Sarifragaceas
Apiaceas
Asteraceae
Palygonaceas
Ranunculaceas
Liliaceas
Juncaceas
Euphorbiaceas
Liliaceas
Boraginaceas
Asteraceas
Liliaceas
Carpophyllaceas
Boraginaceas
Fabaceas




If you receive lots of records in a spreadsheet, use the DDb ‘gridref parser’ to run a check

" Grid-ref parser (bulk) x

&« c

bsbidb.org.uk

r Distribution Database = Grid-ref parser (bulk)

Botanical Society

\\ of Britain & Ireland
Gridref parser

Upload a delimited file containing a column of grid-references. Output consists of the uploaded file with additional columns showing the formatted gridref and corresponding vice-county and highlighting problems.

ools v  New search search history

file | Choose File |No file chosen required, comma or tab-delimited text file
format of references | grid-reference

column number for grid-refs |0
vice-county bias
input file delimiter
output file-format

required, 0 is left-most column

tab-delimited (TSV) v

comma-separated-variables (.csv) v
include guadrant column (only if co-ordinates are exact multiple of 5km)
easting/northing (metre co-ordinates) of grid-square SW corner
easting/northing (metre co-ordinates) of grid-square centre point

A2 - 2
A B C
parsed gridref  vice-counties

optional output columns

New grid ref
NH2576585394-NH2580985452
NGB50426@c

NH02255551508

NGB4/NGE3

MH912914

MHS953908

MH953908

NG947897

gr errors/warnings

failed to parse gridref
failed to parse gridref
failed to parse gridref
failed to parse gridref
NH912914 no counties matched
NH953908
MNH953908

NG947897 VC105

no counties matched
no counties matched

1
2
3
4
3
B
7
3
9

NHO056048665 VC105
NHO039048554 VC105

NGE2 VC105VCa7vC104
NGE83032753  VC105

NH932304 V35

NG3749 VC105

NH932304 VC35

NH930304 VC35

NHO056048665
NHO039048554
NGE2
MNGB3032753
NH932304
NG9749
NH932304
NH930304




If you don’t use MapMate or receive records from non-MM users, use a pre-formatted
spreadsheet available on BSBI Resources webpage for entering records, eg.

C D E F H | i
Taxon Common name Site Gridref Check GR length Recorder Determiner Date

1055 Juncus balticus Baltic Rush W. side of R. Avon (Na Tri Chaochain) |NJ160119 Amphlett, A. & Green, I.P. Amphlett, A. & Green, I.P. 26/06/2009

506 Chrysosplenium oppositifolium Opposite-leaved Golden-saxifrage |Deskford: Linn Burn N1512617 Amphlett, A. & Amphlett, RJ. [Amphlett, A 20/04/2011

1912 Sherardia arvensis Field Madder Boyndie Airfield N161706392 Amphlett, A. & Green, I.P. Amphlett, A. & Green, I.P. | 17/04/2011

1437 Parnassia palustris Grass-of-Parnassus Ailnack Gorge NJ145149 Amphlett, A. & Rothero, G. Amphlett, A. & Rothero, G. | 25/08/2007

555 Ceratocapnos claviculata Climbing Corydalis

444 Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed
569 Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn

891 Genista anglica Petty whin

i #N/A #N/A

#N/A #N/A

H#N/A #N/A

HN/A #N/A

r

r

r

] K L (o]

Date Quantity (Method Stage Status Comment

26/06/2009 Field record / observation Mot recorded Mot recorded (2 clumps.

20/04/2011 Field record / observation Mot in flower Mot recorded |Basal leaves only.

17/04/2011 Field record / observation Flowering Mot recorded |Several good sized plants, with a few flowers open, most still in bud.

25/08/2007 Field record / observation Flowering Mot recorded |West side of river.
Field record / observation
Field record / observation
Field record / observation
Field record / observation
Field record / observation
Field record / observation
Field record / observation
Field record / observation

Mapmate Importing Sheets

s (xlsx format) were created by

st 1n importing data to f-.[ﬂptlate

C C C C CcC Cc Cc Cc|lc Cc © C

JB)

» Species names sheet (Treland)

B
IMPORTANT PLEASE READ THIS - notes for using the 'Recording sheet for Mapmate Import (using BRC codes)' file

http://www.bsbi.org.uk/resources.html




In Summary

*Make sure you set your GPS to give the most accurate readout possible; that is with WAAS
enabled and using both GLONASS and GPS satellite systems (if available on your GPS).

*Enter records to MapMate / spreadsheet / database as soon as possible after making the
records. This ensures the greatest accuracy of records, as still fresh in your mind.

*Sync MapMate records to the BSBI Hub regularly. Do not wait until end of the year.
MapMate records are uploaded to the DDb every 2 weeks.

*Correct any errors in MapMate and send a sync to the Hub there and then.

*Watch for newly added records to appear on the DDb.

*Because you will © have submitted clean and tidy records, few errors should reach the DDb.
Validate records as they arrive on the DDb (only takes 5 minutes every 2 weeks).



