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BSBI News keeps you updated on the

latest technology for plant recording
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The new BSBI Recording App

SARAH WOODS

Tollowing two years of development and testing

by BSBI stall ane recorders, the BSBI is happy

to announce the availability of a new recording
applic

ier submission of
hotanical records to the BSBI's central database
(the Distribution Database or “DDRB), The app is
available 1o BSBI recorders and members — see
the end of this article for details on how 1o aceess
it. 8o far over 210 individuals have used the app,

sending over 100,000 records. About 12% of recards

on that allows for «

subimitted so far this vear came via this route.

The app allows for the rapid entry of records on
a smariphone or tablet in the Geld, with locations
heing recorded automatically and accurately using
the deviee’s inbuilt GPS. Records can also be input
or amended on a deskiop computer ar hame. The

app 15 mobile-lrendly, and we will be makir

[recly available for Android and 105 from Google
Play and the Apple App Store (we will notify all

members when they can download §
The app can be used for “square-hashing’ at
monad or tetrad level or for recording site liss, as

well as lor one-ofl {casual) records. II vou have yet
to take a look at it, we would encourage vou 1o do
so, You will also fiind support, an FAC) and options
for providing feedback via the links below,

One of the benefits of using the app is its
location capabilities. With the GPS enabled, i will
aomatically detect your location inchiding the grid
stquare vou are in and provide audio warnings when
you leave the square. In this mode the app will also
create a new ‘survey” when you enter a different
suare, “- you Te-enler a I)H!\"l[]IIS Tl“'lllll[] ll'll'll the
survey should switch back automatically, When used
in the field, if the GPS is active, most records will
he assigned a GPS location avtomatically [provided
AGPS fixis
aphowgraph
ken. The given GPS-derved grid

that the survey uses the current date
assigmed when a record is added and if

I

CICICE G
be manually overnrdden. 15 no location x s possible
then occurrences defaul 1o the survey grid seuare.

An additional benefit of the app is the ability
to submit photographs alongside records which
should make verlication of records much more
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The new BSBI Recording App

Record a plant Resume survey
Add a'ene-off find Continue {unlocalized)
quickly. today

Start a new survey  Add a set of

Enter records for a casual records

single site. Enter a mixed set of
records from several
locations or dates.

The app start-up screan.

straightiorward. Various additional information
can be added w cach record [rom standard lisis

ol lwlds such as o 15 (e whether introduced

inte
individuals and abundance, growth stage and
habitat as well as more general comments, You
can also add null records by choosing "absemt” from
the abundance ficld menu. Context help screens

onally or accidentally), the number of

provide casily accessible information o assist with

g the app.
The data that vou submit via the app will
synchronise automatically between devices that vou
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(unlocalized) today (B ~

Recorders

full name

Place-name

HMearest named place

Please enable G
Survey grid-square
Q, Grid-square

unit  Monad (1km square) w
Vice-county  Assign automatically
Date  30/08/2024

Surwey date, that will be assigned to all records from this
survey

VO gUEEy !

Locality noles

A new blank survey before any data has been added.

are logged in o le.z between PO web browser and
miabile use of the app), meaning th;

|'I\'Dll can record

the held and then review and edit your records
vou are hor
records as TECESSAry

as well as adding addivonal
including null records, Il using
the app without a network connection, you will need
tar be sure to open it again once you have internet
aceess. That should trigger a data syne automatically

(bt it wion't happen until the app is opened).

Initially, records from the app go into a separaie

workspace in the DDb, where they will await
validation by the Vice-county Recorder, who has




All the latest news about notable plants
and their habitats across Britain and Ireland

Surveying Yarrow Broomrape (Orobanche purpurea)

in Norfolk
MIKE CREWE

‘- Tarmonw Hmnmmpr-l'Jn.-l‘f.r.'mh"fmr{mrmj;qu_' is
an obligate holoparasie” of Common Yarrow
(eheleilien millefiliuone 1) ocourming thronghowt mach

of the Western Palearctic region, from the Canany

Islands to the Cancasus (Totin et al,, 19735 and
n region (POWO,
2024, Despite this wide distribution, it appears 1o

eastwards o the wiestern Himala

b velanively uneommen thiroughout s sange, which
seems o be st odds witl the Guer that is host s
an abundant species. Inthe UK small populations
occasionally appear at seemingly random locations
and are largely considered 1o have been accidentally
introduced, Such !::|J|L|-lli||l'|-\ are ofien shan-=lived,
bt can eccasionally be more permancnt, such as in
Cumbria Stroh et al., 2023: Preston ot al.: 2002,

Colony of Yamow Broomrape (Orobanche purpursa)
in cliff-top grassland, Sidestrand, Norfolk fue. 27),
June, 2024, All photographs by the authon

Rawrsey & Jury (1991 also give a uselul overview

of these ocourrences and discuss the possibilivy off

misidentifications for some repo

Populations considered 1o be native oceur quite
witlely in the Channel Isbnds (ve, 113 onthe Isle
v 10 (rmostly on the cast coast and in

Ak (e 2700 Presumed native, remnant
populations are also known [rom Dorset (v 9,
North Hampshive (e, 123, East Kent (ve. 130, West
Sullolk (v, 26}, Pembrokeshine (ve. £3) and North
Lincolnshire [ve, 34,

I Sorme recent publcatsons follow Sojak 19720 m plecing Yarmow Broommgs: in the genus Pelpanobe, Species in this genns

e recogkised i

1 the base of cach flower,

ally parasic species tha by

5 fromay other species,

oane which I no chaoice et to parsue dhis Tifiesavbe

s ¢ hloroplal i

Iy by tappang inie their vascular sypaem. An obligaie hologars

v aliffierent froamn Crebanche in haning mosdy parplish ilowers and sems and baving svo bracteales G well

uw of its parts and therefore needs w obiain
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Hammarbya paludosa (Bog Orchid) in rich fen on Hoy, Orkney (we. 111)

Hammarbya paludosa (Bog Orchid) in rich fen on

Hoy, Orkney (v.c.111)
JOHN CROSSLEY
anamearlva feludosa (Bog Ovrchid) s known in

Biri

mires, where it usnally emerges from a carper of

an andd Ireland as an inhabitant of acidic

.\‘fﬂmgmjm maoss, It is olten found on the edge of a
runnel through peat, theugh there is some varation
in habitat. A [ull aceount of the specics is given
in the *Biolomcal Flora® series (Tasuenko et al.,
2022, where it is noted that in other pans of its
widle geographical range the species is not imited

to acidic conditions; the substrate may be neutral

af small, drier ‘islands” within the fen and of the
surtounding heathland,

W hael two eight-figure grid relerenees, recorded

I Erae Meck i 20008 A the Gest we dres s blank,
then searched more wiclely alang the edges of nimnels
fanceel through peanwitla cover of dvy Caffne heath.
The runnels held M. imfoliaa, €. rstrafa and paches
of € fmes and were cdged with Spfagra: perleet

hahitat, we thought, This oo was unsuccessiul b

at the second reference we immediately came on
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A second British
site for Crepis
praemorsa
(Leafless Hawk's-
beard)

GARY LAWRENCE &
JEREMY ROBERTS

A erendipaty is olicn imvoked i the Giekd of botaim

as some cxplanation for an unexpected [od.
There was more than a whill of this on 18 _June
2024 as, prostraie on the damp ground ai Tarn
Muor, Cumbria, GL atempied w capaure images

of Koelerter smarrarthe (Crested Hair-grass) Just befi

him, and at eve-level, was a composite with a wll
erect lealless scape and some vellow capitula o a
compact head,

O regaining the venrical, four stems were soon
e, o Bruiting with sibverv-white pappas
ceriainly this wirs o Feermeenm with bl s,

There were scattered loose roscties over i ar

"
not Hieractum the planis did look wmptingly Cges-
like. .. but which?

By coincidence GL bad in revent diys baeen

of a tew square metres, and litde else to go on.

reading up about the Cumbrian specialivy Crepais
fraemursa (Lealless Hawk's-beard), and it could
seareely be doulsted than this plam matched i

Creps prasmaorsa [Leafless Hawk's-beard), in species nch
mire at Tarn Moar, Curmbria (ve 89). Gary Lanrence

the colony was relocated and rdentiy conlicmed.
(There is thar Familia 1"\i|s'|'is'lu e where vertical

]}!.I]“—Slt'm.‘i ane e

er tospet when booked memes al,
rather than dwan upon,

Twelve stems were evenadly locaed, i all suages
lrom fhwvering to fruiting o itten-ofl, the allest
o 25 3bem, typically with four or five capituly
arising close 0 the apex on on peduncles with
lnear-laneeolate e Soems were lealless, spewrsely
hairy, more densely wawards the hase, Involucral

bracts were in two ows in usual O b,

and very sparscly hairy on the midnbs only, Basal

roseie

carried few leaves (1-4) of a '|n|.'|i|| bt~

v im bocut-lashiomn,

shape’, some rather concave, ag
with a distinetly broad base and fGint retculaw
veining, unlobed bui the marmn undulate with a
[ Bbun ceeth, mosee promowneed in e loser half,
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A popular section is the county-by-county

round-up of noteworthy ‘alien’ plants

linde branched perennial (Apiaceac) to e [00cm.
The simple comvex umbels are 1.3 5em across
and surronnded by 12-20 conspicuous, lanceolate
bracteoles. The latier are whitish, green- or pink-
tinged, and with olwious cross-veins, The indiviedual
Howers are tiny and carried on distinet wiry pedicels,
The long-petiolate basal leaves are circular in outline
aned deeply cut into three, live or seven sharply
toothed segments, Five subspecies are recognisee,
o of which have been recorded ‘wild” in Britain
and Dreland, the majority of records perhaps being
referable o subsp. canndfiaca, (1. maxima might also
occur It s wernate, inely serrate husal leaves (also
lemg-petiolate ) and fewer (9123, larger (1-3cm vs

~2em

where it was growing; present here for several years,
New o ve, 95, A nasive perennial herb (Geraniaceae)
of the west Balkans and a garden/mockery plant
in Britain and Ireland, It s, crudely speaking, like
a smaller, more compact {n marrerhizum (Rock
Crane's-ball), The lesses af 6 delafienm are smaller

{up o e wide v greater than Fem), more deeply

dividled (virtaally 1o bise vs four=lifihs vo base or less)
o fewer lobes (5 s 71 and odowdess (s sirongly
scented), The beaves of the seed-sterile hvbeid, €. *
clerbirigersse, ane iermediate for adl these chameters,

Stee (20190 371,

Geranium dalmaticum, Grantown-on-Spey, Moray
(w.c. 95}, Andy Amphlen

V.c. 96 (Easterness)

Coaredetmfae perdapdytlon | L) Crante (Five-leafler Biner-

2008]: B4,

bracteoles with obscure cross-veins, Stace

L
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Cardamine pentaphylics, Newtonmore, Eastarmess
e, 26) Sue Thomas

Al praradsen v imwemmade Stearn (Few-Tlowered
Garlic), Ban Castle [NHBE9529), 7/5/2024, A,
Armphlett feonl PR Green): clump i patch ol waste
ground Between garden and Garm baildings. This
i5 the form of AL paredwaen that has indlorcscences
|-II.'1siIﬂ: bulbils. 1t is Very rarcly seen outside
culivation and for the odwious reason is much less
invasive than the form with bulbils. Tt looks ke a
rather feeble A. tagualrum but its epals Lack the bobd
green midhian vein of that species, New o Scotlancd.

ADVENTIVES & ALIENS: Orobanche alba on Thymus vulgaris in Caernarvonshire (w.c 45)

Orobanche alba (Thyme Broomrape) on Thymus
vulgaris (Garden Thyme) in Caernarvonshire (v.c.49):

a first record for Wales

MIKE FAY, CHRIS THOROGOOD, FRED RUMSEY, MARK CHASE &

MAARTEN CHRISTENHUSZ

I li‘ll‘ we repon the first sighung of Crafanche

alba Stephan ex Willd. in Wales. In 2022, we
MFEFF, MWC and MJMC) planced 7 kv cudgars
L. (bought ar a local garden centre) in our herb
garden in ve 49 (Trelfon, Gwynedd). In June 2024,
wie were surprised 1o find e shoois of 2 reddish
b mrape emerging in this pIJm;,

Given the colour and host plant, our putative
identification was @ alba (Thyme Broomrape),
and this was confirmed based on the evlindrical-
campanulate corolla with dark glands, reddish stigma
and the Faint clove-like scent, fllowing discussions
with CJ'T and FJI. According o the account for
this species in the BSBI online Plant Adas 2020
Foley & Rumsey, 2020) and BSBI Handbook No.
22 (Thorosood & RIII]!H('\.., 2021 this S.II[':'iI'.‘i has
noi previously heen recorded in Wales, alithoogh i
oceurs elsewhere in western Britain and Ireland.

Crolianche wiba 15 a monocarpic biennial or
perennial. I oceurs on a wider mnge of Lamiacese
in other parts of its range (Thorogood & Rumsey,
20213 Ivis a Buropean Temperate element of the
British and Insh fora, and its range extends 1o
Novth Africa and the Himalavas [POWO, 2024),
It mostly grows on base-rich rocky coastal slopes,
Bt it is also fund locally on vegetaned seree below
limestone outerops in northern England (Foley &
Rumsey, 2020; Thorogood & Rumscy, 20215, In
Britain, this plam is almost always strongly red-
tinted [ albe forma ribre (Sm.) Beck, originally
described as (0 mdra Sm.] and it oceurs on Tl
druced (Wild Thyme} in rocky habitats, especially sea
clitls (Thorogood & Rumsey, 20021,

Elsewhere in Britain, there have been three

discoveries o €2 alba in gardens since the 1970s,

In 1977 i was lound in a gacden in Lower Clena,
Worcestershire (ve. 370 It was thought that it must
have arrived with its host, plants of which had been
transplanted from the Burren (Ceo, Clare) some years

prrevicnsiy: a knowin hotspot for this species (Maskew,

COrobanche alba (Thyme Broomrape) growing on
planted Thymus vulgaris (Garden Thyme), Trefor,
Caernarvonshire (v.c. 47). Mike Fay
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Other regular sections include book reviews; news and

announcements from BSBI; and a round-up of plant
records from across England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales.

CREVEWS

Compiled by Clive Stace, Book Reviews Editor
Apgpletree House, Larters Lane, Middlewood Green, Stowmarket, IP14 5HB

catace@btinternet.com
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British & Irish Wild Flowers

the bock covers, or the taxenomy
and nomenclature fallowed. A
selection of grasses, sedges,
rushes and farns is inchuded. Each
species entry has an extremaly
briof description, and a (timy)
distributicn map constructed from
data provided by BSBI. There are
a few odd choices for a guide
aiming at beginners, e.q. why
atternp! some Alchemdlas when
perhaps the key thing a beginner
neads to do is distinguish

A, mollis from native taxa?

So what does this book offer,
beyond portability? A strength is
tha introdustory section on batany
covering essential information

the ‘spokes’ join the stem, The
photegraphs do not show tha kay
information required, Assurming
| knew that my plant was not
wvalerian, | reached the carot
family quickly, but got confused
about how the keys work within
& plant family, A coloured banner
grouped species as ‘erect and at
least shortly hairy’ versus "eract
and hairless’; the first group

with cow parslay distinguished
by flowering time from Rough

Chervil (Chaeraphyllum temulum),

and Upright Hedge-parsiey
{Torils fspanica) - but what
about Hogweed (Heraclaum
sphandyfiumi? | did not
uriderstand haw the calaured
banners operate to key out the

and Plants, A Pecket Guide uzually omitted from field guides.
Rachal Hamiltan, Chris Gibson & Core botanical terminalogy is
:eb-rtsﬁuli g o introduced péctorially with a series
eton Univer =
nm; P 3;; | course in Scotland - » great
= ; .pﬂo'l;bd opponunity to put their budding
£12.99. 15BN 57 botanical skills to use for plant
conservation|
Fram Reodourghshire fv.c. 80), the
B”:“h & lngh discavery of Equisetum hyemale
and Plants, | {Rough Horsatail) by Cheis Gray at

well-known visu a third extant location for the vice-
WILDGuides sg county last yesr was significant,
ambitious atten with a small population fowund in
(500g) Bé field ¢ & basic flugh system on Bery Fall

beyond picture
avoiding dichat)
still organised b
lead author has
teaching botany
and the book =
by somecna int|
zort of things be
challenging

This hield guit
12 be comprehg
is o mention of
wera selected, b

Hill, Sharkend, Rod Corner and
Luke Gaskell revisited the site this

(Goat Willow) near Millbank
House, by Old Emity Pit. This

iz of particular significance as

tha only other vice-county site

at Manktonhall is now under
devilopment and the planm's
future there uncertain. Second
vica-county sites for Pevcedanum
astruthium (Mastervwort) and Vicia
orabus (Wood Bitter-vetch) wera
also discovered, by Sue Jury and
Dougles McKean and by Sue
respectively

Lychnis viscavia (Sticky Catchifly) being admimed by Lewis Donaghy from
MNTS (left) with Identiplant students and TCW Scotland staff. Matt Harding

plants, and this is not axplained in L

Paucedanum ostrrthium
(Masterwort), v.c.83. Sue Jury

Moving north, in upper
Daeside, whilst checking access
reutes for a peatland restoration
scheme Simon Thomas made
a fantastic discovery of 125
flowering spikes of Saxifraga
irzulug (Marsh Saxifrage) in 2
30m stretch of basic flush at 880m
altitude - bath an altitudinal
record for this nationally rare
species and a first South
Abardaenshire (ve 92) record
since 19791 Another major find
was the discovery by Andy

Amphlett of 8 Vulprs fasciculats
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