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Daffodil cultivars by colour  

 

There are two distinct components to a daffodil flower: the petals and the trumpet (more strictly: the 

perianth segments or tepals,  and the corona).  These two components can be the same colour or 

contrasting colours.  We use a 2-letter code to describe this.  The first letter is the colour of the petals, 

the second letter is the colour of the trumpet.  So, an all-yellow daff would be Y-Y and an all-white daff 

would be W-W.   Most bicoloured daffs have white petals and a yellow trumpet (W-Y). The unusual 

pattern, with yellow petals and a white trumpet (Y-²ύΣ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ΨǊŜǾŜǊǎŜ bicolourΩΦ 

How many colours would we need to cover all of the cultivars ?   Well, fewer than you might think.   The 

petals come in just 3 colours: yellow (Y), white (W) or orange (O), and only W or Y petals are at all 

common.   

The trumpets are more variable:  Y, W and O are common, but we need to add pink (P), red (R), and 

green (G).   Most daffs need just two letters to describe them: here is Y-O 
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and here is W-P 

 

A few daffs have multi-coloured trumpets in concentric zones: this one (below) is green at the bottom, 

then mostly yellow, with a red rim at the top.   We write this as GYR (with no hyphens between the 

letters, to indicate zonation within one tissue type).  
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To describe the whole flower (p. 2, above) we put petal colour first, then a hyphen, then the zones of 

the trumpet in order from base to rim to get  W-GYR 

The other thing about daffs is that the general shape of the flower is highly variable, in particular the 

size of the trumpet and the width of the petals.   Here are two all-yellow daffs (Y-Y): the one on the left 

has a large trumpet and the one on the right has a small trumpet όΨǘƘƛƳōƭŜΩΣ ΨŎǳǇΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŘƛǎŎΩ (on the 

right) are used to describe progressively smaller coronas): 

 

 

Petal shape next.  Here are two white and orange daffs (W-O). The plant on the left has broad, 

overlapping petals,  while the plant on the right has narrow petals, producing a star-shaped flower. 
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When we come to naming the cultivars, later on, we shall have separate categories for star-shaped 

flowers (those with white petals and those with yellow petals) and for flowers that have zoned 

colouration to the trumpet (again, separating those with white petals and those with yellow petals). This 

means that the big groups of taxa that we deal with first, all have broad petals and single-coloured 

trumpets.  

 

²ƘŜƴ L ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ά¢ƘŜ .ƻƻƪ ǎŀȅǎ ΦΦΦέΣ LΩƳ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƻŦ ŘŀŦŦƻŘƛƭ-lovers:  

The International Daffodil Register and Classified List 2008 (1412 pages) published by the Royal 

Horticultural Society and compiled by the International Daffodil Registrar, Sally Kington.    

A really important on-line source of information on all things Narcissus-related is  

The American Daffodil Society. You can join at  https://stores.daffodilusastore.org/ads-membership/ 
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The 12 Daffodil Divisions are based on contrasting flower shapes and the number of flowers per stem 

Division 1 have trumpets that are as long (or longer) than the petals, when the petals are bent forwards 

(along the tube, until they touch the trumpet; below): 

 

Because this has yellow petals and a yellow trumpet, this is D1 Y-Y 

At the other extreme, the trumpet may be very small, and much shorter than the petals. To be more 

ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎΣ ǿŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ΨǎƳŀƭƭΩ ŀǎ less than 1/3 petal length.  This is Division 3.  

  

Because this has white petals and a white trumpet, this is D3 W-W 
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Other daffs have trumpets that are intermediate between the length of the petals and the very short 

trumpet of a Division 3 cultivar.   You will be relieved to learn that these are called Division 2. The 

trumpet is more than 1/3 petal length, but less than 100% of petal length.  Think of Division 2 as being 

half petal length, plus or minus a bit. 

Here is a typical Division 2 daff with a trumpet about half as long as the petals. 

 

Because this has orange petals and an orange trumpet, this is D2 O-O.  At this point you meet one of the 

biggest problems in naming daffs:   The book says that the petals are orange, but you might well say, 

άbƻΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ȅŜƭƭƻǿέΦ   9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ Ŏƻǳƴǘǎ ƘŜǊŜΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΣ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘǊȅ both 

D2 Y-O and D2 O-O, and look for the closest fit.  

Division 4 is easy: this is a catch-ŀƭƭ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά5ƻǳōƭŜ 5ŀŦŦǎέ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅΦ  ¢ȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ǿƘŀǘ 

has happened is that a mutation has arisen that replaces the trumpet with a dense mass of perianth 

segments (petals). The first letter refers to the colour of the outer segments and the second to the 

smaller segments towards the centre of the flower.  
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¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ŘŀŦŦ ǿƛǘƘ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ƻǳǘŜǊ ǇŜǘŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ ƛƴƴŜǊ ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ 5п ¸-O 

Division 5 contains the cultivars that are derived from the wild species Narcissus triandrus (below): 

 

They are often white or very pale lemon yellow, but they can be bicolours like this 
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Because this cultivar has white petals and a yellow trumpet it is D5 W-Y 

 

Division 6 contains the cultivars that are derived from the wild species Narcissus cyclamineus 
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They are often all-yellow, but some are bicoloured 

 

Because it has white petals and a yellow trumpet this is D6 W-Y.   As you can imagine, it takes 

considerable experience reliably to tell apart D5 W-Y (p. 8) from D6 W-Y (above), but trumpets are 

longer in D6 and the petals are more strongly bent backwards (reflexed).  

 

Division 7 contains the cultivars that are derived from Jonquils and Apodanthi. They have multiple 

flowers per stem, fragrant flowers, and often narrow leaves.  This (below) is D7 Y-Y  
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Division 8 contains the cultivars that are derived from Tazettas. They have 3 -20  flowers per stem, 

fragrant flowers and non-reflexed petals.  Telling D7 from D8 requires lots of experience. 

 

This is D8 W-Y (but fading to D8 W-W) 

5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ф Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ tƘŜŀǎŀƴǘΩǎ-eye (the Poeticus Narcissi) . They have 

a single flower per stem, with very small coronas that have multicoloured zones. Note that the species 

N. poeticus (below) has only 3 anthers showing at the mouth of the corona.  
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¢ƘŜ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǊ bΦ Ψ!ŎǘŀŜǘŀΩ όōŜƭƻǿύ Ƙŀǎ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ǇŜǘŀƭǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ. 

 

This would be described as D9 W-GYR. Note the prominent white points to each petal.  These are called 

mucros. All 6 anthers are showing at the mouth of the corona (just 3 in N. poeticus). 

Division 10 contains the cultivars that are derived from the species Narcissus bulbocodium: 

 

Note the tiny perianth segments (more like sepals in D 10) and the relatively huge trumpet.  This would 

be D10 Y-Y. 
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¢Ƙƛǎ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ψbȅƭƻƴ DǊƻǳǇΩ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ 5мл ²-W 

Division 11 contains the very curious-looking cultivars known as Split Corona daffodils. Once known, this 

Division is very easy to recognise. 

 

They typically have an outer row of normal petals (white in this example), then the trumpet is mutated 

to another layer of perianth segments (yellow, here) pressed more or less firmly on top of the outer 

ones.  So this would be D11 W-Y 
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Division 12 is pretty useless as a guide to identification, ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

fit in anywhere else.   !ǎ {ƻŘΩǎ [ŀǿ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘΣ ƻne of the commonest of all cultivars falls into this 

Division.  It is N. x cyclazetta 'Tête-à-Tête'. 

 

The book says this is D12 Y-Y, although you might think that D5 Y-O would describe it better. 

Division 13 is different because it contains species, not cultivars. So N. hispanicus, N. tazetta, N. 

cyclamineus, N. bulbocodium, N. obvallaris, N. triandrus, N. poeticus, etc. all go here.  

So those are the definitions of the 13 Divisions.  I think you will agree that it is much easier to describe 

the colour (e.g. Y-O or W-P) than it is to select the correct division (e.g. is it D2 or D3;  is it D5 or D6; or is 

it D7 or D8).  So for this guide, we begin with an example from each Division of each colour combination.  

²Ŝ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ΨDǊƻǳǇǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ф DǊƻǳǇǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿ όǇΦ мпύΦ  

 

You use it by making your best guess at the colour combination (e.g. Y-Y) then going to that Group and 

browsing through each of the Divisions (in numerical order, 1-11). Not all Groups have representatives 

from every Division.  Doubles (D4) and Split Coronas (D11) are easy, and essentially pick themselves.  
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Begin by picking your Group: 

Group 1:    Y-Y    p.15 

Group 2:    Y-W    p. 24 

Group 3:    Y-O    p. 29 

Group 4:    W-Y    p. 38 

Group 5:    W-W   p. 43 

Group 6:    W-O    p. 48 

Group 7:    W-P    p. 54 

Group 8:    Y-zoned trumpets  p. 176 

Group 9:   W-zoned trumpets  p. 185  

 

Now go to the relevant Group (at the page number listed above) and browse through the Divisions to 

pick the one that is closest to your specimen.  Remember you may have chosen the wrong Group: e.g. Y-

O where the book has W-Y.  The common problems are selecting Y when the book says W (e.g. for pale 

lemon yellows) and selecting O when the book says Y, or R when the book says O (dark orange is as close 

to red as most daffs ever get). The closest to proper red is the narrow outer rim of Poeticus (D9 on p. 

10). 

In the following lists, there may be several examples within a given Group and Division, where a wide 

range of morphology is exhibited.   

Once we have both the colour Group and the Division, we can begin to start thinking about finding the 

name of the cultivar (see p. 60 et seq.) 

The Division and the cultivar name of the selected example appear above the image in all the following 

lists.   5ƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƴŎern yourself with the cultivar names at this stage, unless it is so obvious that you have 

found the perfect match, so that can call a halt to the naming process at this point.  
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GROUP 1  Y-Y    (all-yellow daffs) 

D1  Akala 

 

D2  Bulbarrow 

 


