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Daffodil cultivars by colour

There are two distinct components to a daffodil flower: the petals and the trur(mpete strictly:the
perianth segments or tepalsand the corona). These two components can be the same colour or
contrasting coloursWeuse a 2etter code to describehis. The first letter is the colour of the petals,
the secondetter isthe colour of the trumpet. So, an alellow daff would be ¥ and an aflvhite daff
would be WW. Most bicoloured daffs have white petals and a yellow trumpet-§/The unusual

pattern, with yellow petals and a white trumpet-€Y0 = A & 1 Y 2 bigblohsd WNB OGS NEHE S

How many coloursvouldwe need to cover all of the cultivars ?  Well, fewer than you might think. The
petals come in just 3 colours: yellow (Y), white BM)range (Q, and only Wér Y petalsare at all
common.

The trumpets are more variable: Y, W and O are common, but we need to add pink (P), red (R), and
green (G). Most daffs need just two letters to describe them: here-®Y




and here is AP

.

A few daffs ha@ multi-coloured trumpets irconcentriczones: this onébelow)is green at the bottom,
then mostly yellowwith ared rimat the top. We write this as GYRith no hyphens between the
letters, to indicate zonation within one tissue type).




To describehe whole flower(p. 2, aboveyve putpetal colour first, then a hyphen, then the zones of
the trumpetin order from base to rinto get W-GYR

The other thing about daffs is that the general shape of the floweigislyvariable, in particulathe

size of the trumpet and the width of the petals. Here are tweyellow daffs(Y-Y} the one on the left

has alargetrumpet and the one on the right hassmall trumpeté Wi KA Yo f SQZ(on#@dzLJQ | YR
right) are used talescribe progressivelmaller coronas)

Petal shape next. Here are twdhite andorangedaffs(W-O). The plant on the left hasroad,
overlapping petalswhile the plant on the right hasarrow petas, producing atar-shaped flower




When we come to naming the cultivatater on, we shall have separate categories for-staaped
flowers (those with white petals and those with yellow petals) and for flowers that have zoned
colouration to the trumpet (again, separating those with white petals and those with yellow perais)
means that the big groups of taxaat we deal with first, alhave broad petals and singt®loured
trumpets.

The International

Daffodil Register “ 8
and Classified \’{
List 2008 -

2 KSYy L YSyilAzy a¢KS . 221 ale&a-dwespé sy LQY NBFSNNAyY3

The International Daffodil Register a@tassified List 2008412 pageppublished by the Royal
Horticultural Society and compiled by the International Daffodil Registrar, Sally Kington.

A really important odine source of information on all things Narcissakated is

The American Daffodil Society. You can joimtps://stores.daffodilusastore.org/adsmembership/



The 12 Daffodil Divisionare based on contrasting flower shapes atite number of flowers per stem

Division 1 hge trumpets that are as long (or longehan the petals, when the petals are bent forwards
(along the tube, until they touch the trumpeibelow):

Becausehis has yellow petals and a yellow trumpet, this is P4 Y

At the other extreme, the trumpet may be very small, and much shorter thapé¢itals To be more
ALISOATAOI ¢ SlesitBaf M/3/pbtal ¥rgiThis fs Divisiod 3.

Because this has white petals and a white trumpet, this is B& W



Other daffs have trumpets that are intermediate between the length of the petals lamdéery short
trumpet of a Division 3 cultivar. You will be relieved to learn that these are called DiviSioa 2.
trumpet is more than 1/3 petal lengthbut less than 100% of petal length. Think of Division 2 as being
half petal length, plus or minusbit.

Here is a typical Division 2 dafith a trumpet about half as long as the petals.

Because this has orange petals and an orange trumpet, this is@2ADthis point you meet one of the

biggest problems in naming daffsSthe book saythat the petals are orange, but you might well say,

Gb2d ¢KSe& IINB &Sftf26é¢a OELISNASYOS A& obisthii O2dzyi
D2 YO and D2 dD,and look for the closest fit.

Division 4 is easy: thisisacatcd f OF 6 S32NE F2NJ 0KS a52dz0tS 51 FFae
has happened is that a mutation has arisen that replaces the trumpet with a dense mass of perianth
segments (petks). The first letter refers to the colour of the outer segments and the second to the

smaller segments towards the centre of the flower.
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Division 5 contains the tivars that are derived from the wild speciBgrcissus triandruelow):

They are often white iovery pale lemon yellow, but they can beolourslike this



Because this cultivar has white petals and a yellow trumpet it is B5 W

Division 6 contais the cultivars that are derived from the wild spediarcissus cyclamineus




They are often alyellow, but some ee bicoloured

Because it has white petals and a yellow trumpet this is P6. WAs you camaging it takes
considerableexperience reliably to tell apart D5-W ¢. 8) from D6 WY (above)but trumpets are
longer in D6 and the petals are more strongly bent backwards (reflexed).

Division 7 contains the cultivars that are derived frdomquilsand Apodanthi They have multiple
flowers per stem, fragraritowers,and often narrow leavesThis (below) is D7-Y




10

Division 8 contains the cultivars that are derived from Tazettas. They h&@ 8owers per stem,
fragrant flowers and nomeflexed petals.Teling D7 from D8 requirdsts of experience.

This is D8 W (but fading to D8 YW)

S5APGAAaAA2Y ¢ O2y Gl Aya GKS O dz-aye\ (e Pedtus Nakcissl) THe\Ndave R S NR @' S
a singleflower per stemwith very small coronas that have migbloured zones. Note that the species
N. poeticugbelow) has only 3 anthers showing at the mouth of the corona.
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This would be described as D9GWYR. Note the prominent white peénto each petal. These are called
mucros. All 6 anthers are shawgat the mouth of the corona (just 3 . poeticus.

Division 10 contains the cultivars that are derived from the spedasissus bulbocodium

Note the tiny perianth segments (moré&di sepals in D 10) and the relatively huge trumpet. This would
be D10 Yv.
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Division 11 contains the very curielmoking cultivars known as Split Corona daffodils. Once knowm, th
Divison isvery easy to recognise.

They typically have an outer row of normal petals (white in this example), then the trumpet is mutated
to another layer of perianth segments (yellow, here) pressed more or less firmly on top of the outer
ones. So this woulde D11 WY
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Division 12 is pretty useless as a guide to identificaio O dza S A G O2y (il Aya |
fitinanywhereelse.! & { 2 RQ&a [ | ¢ nedthzicdnmadbisBarall Quiizafalid into this
Division. Itis Nk cyclazetta 'Téta@-Téte".

The book says this is D12'Yalthough you might think thatDr-O would describe it better.

Division 13 is different because it contains species, not cultivafd. Bigspanicus, N. tazat, N.
cyclamineus, N. bulbocodium, N. obvallaris, N. triandrus, N. poeticusll go here.

tt

So those are the definitions of tHe3 Divisions. | think you will agree that it is much easier to describe

the colour (e.g. YO or WP) than it is to seledhe correct division (e.g. is it D2 or D8;it D5 or D6; or is

it D7 or D8).So for this guidewe begin withan example from each Division of each colour combination.
2SS Olftt GKS O02f2dz2NJ O2YoAyl GA2ya WDNRdzZLIJA QP ¢KS

You use it by making your best guess at the colour combination (¥.)pthén going to tat Group and
browsingthrough each of théivisiongin numerical order1-11). Not all Groups have representatives
from every Division.Doubles (D4) and Split Coias (D11) are easy, and essentially pick themselves.

2 ¥

¢ D
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Begin by picking your Group:

Group 1. ¥ p.15
Group 2. YV p. 24
Group 3: YO p. 29
Group 4. WY p.38
Group 5: AW p. 43
Group 6: \AO p. 48
Group 7. WP p.54
Group 8: ¥oned trumpets p.176
Group 9: \Wzoned trumpets p.185

Now go tothe relevant Groupdt the page numbetlisted above) and browse through the Divisions to

pick the onehat is closest to your specimefRemember you may have chosen the wrong Group: e.g. Y

O where the book has W. The common problems are selecting Y when the book says W (e.g. for pale
lemon yellows) and selecting O when the book says Y, or R when the book says O (dark orange is as close
to red as most daffs ever gefThe closest to proper red is the narrow outer rim of Poeticus (D9 on p.

10).

In the following lists,hiere may be several examplegithin a given Group and Divisiowhere a wide
range ofmorphologyis exhibited.

Onrce we have both the colour Group and the Division, we can begin to start thinking about finding the
name of the cultivafsee p.60et seq)

The Division and the cultivar naroéthe selected examplappearabovethe image irall the following
lists. 5 2 y Q (ern @oirgedwith the cultivar names at this stage, unless it is so obvious théiayeu
found the perfect match, so thatan call a halt to the naming procegsthispoint.



GROUP 1 -Y

D1 Akala

D2 Bulbarrow

(allyellow daffs)
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