>B

CONTENTS September 2021 No.148

FROM THE PRESIDENT / EDITORIAL 1 NOTICES
ARTICLES Notice of BSBI Annual General Meeting and
Dryopteris pseudodisj ; Exhibition Meeting; supporter survey; Mew Year
An:hgnr;n;igatr ochinct RiEnginc 3 Plant Hunt 2022; updates on field meetings
i - programme and atlas progress; Panel of Vice-
5"{‘“’9 Ob@e’.\’m'_‘-" on leaf phenclogy county Recorders; contents of British & Irish
Michae! Braithwaite 6 Botany 3:2 59
Native status and Mibora minima (Early Sand-  BOTANICAL NOTES
:rass} Jalm:{mmnl ima (L) Desv. Early " Short notes and notices on botanical topics 62
UbSpECIEs DOra mainima . \Eal
Sand-grass) in Britain Michael Wilcox 15 COUNTRY POUN?IJF‘S
_ 4 - Botanical news from around England,
b 2 O 2 1 I I A population of Mibora minima (Early Sand-
S e pte m e r Sa m p e SS u e g;:s}pin urban Thetford v.c. 28) — a first for \(l':{ales,HScotland and Ireland .
Noolk fan W ) 17 ompiled by Pete Stroh 65
Common problems with field identification - OBITUARIES
See inside for a selection of articles Sy Compled by Chris reson
. Bob Leaney 19 ”
REVIEWS
from BSBI News no. 148 and details e T e e ;
. o ax Coleman 23 .
of how to join the BSBI. Members Parning felork targeting vanshing e
habitats Geoff Toane 25
A puzzling unrecorded herbarium and some
receive three print copies of BSBI Apuzing uescrded hrbai
National Plant Menitoring Scheme: Spacies
News each year as part of the L teacions S oo 3
k .f b h' b f' ADVENTIVES AND ALIENS ) o
pac age O mem ers I p ene |t$ . Adventives and Aliens Mews 24 Cower image: Trifolium
Compiled by Matthew Berry 37 E&mhﬂ” {dsh:lph”' "
Rumex thyrsiflorus Fingerh, in Surrey (v.c.17) G,:::}Lodg: MeaﬂdL::gws
George Hounsome 45 5551, Northants (v.c. 32).

Pate Stroh (see England

Eremopoa persica (Trin.) Roshev. (Persian
roundug, p.&5).

Meadow-grass) re-found in Britain after a 60-
year absence Bob Leaney, Jo Parmenter &

Oli Pescott 47 Contributions for the next issue
Three aliens from the lsles of Scilly of BSBI News (no. 149} should be
M ° Rosemary Parslow & lan Bennallick 51 sentto the Editor, John Norton
B Ota Nnica l S odCli ety Notes on Pilosella flagellaris (Willd) PD. Sell vt
& C. West in the British lsles )

N\ of Britain & Ireland el [l

= All text and ilustrations in BSBI News are copyright and no reproduction in any form may be
f 5 - made without written pesmission from the Editor. The views expressed by contributers to 858!

Papar from
F5C

Botanical
Society of
Britain &

Ireland

masonaitla scuces | Nigwws are not necessarily those of the Editar, the Trustees of the BSBI or its committees. Printed
=== FBC*C008152 | by Blackmore Lid on FSC certified paper using biodegradeable inks,




In BSBI News, members report on botanical topics such as

plant conservation, new discoveries and much more...

Dryopteris pseudodisjuncta in England
ANTHONY PIGOTT
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Common Drolems with field identification — the

Polygonum aviculare aggregate

BOB LEANEY

A‘. defined by Stace (2019), this aggregate
includes four tea:
& Polygonmn defressum (syn. 1 arenastrum) — Egual-
leaved Knotgrass;
& Polygontn aviculare s.5. — Knotgrass;
& Polygonn boreale — Northern Knotgrass; and
& Polygonn rereagen — Cornfield Knograss,

The aggregate continues 1o canse prollems on
almost every meeting of the Nordblk Flora Giroup,
hoth in :it'p;lr'.llill!.: Fid n"rpn'.un-m Troam £ motenlare s.s.,
and also in attempting to recognise & rrvagen_ " The
former problem is made worse by the fact that the
mizin stem leaves subtending the branches, which are
needed to demonstrate heterophylly or lack thereof,
have usually fallen by the tme the diagnostic foral
and [ruiting characters are apparent; but there are
also frequent plants that seem inermediate and
cannet be assigned o the usual speeies concept.
Attempts o lind £ roreagan are virtoally always
fruitless, mainky 1 feel beeause this wxon, at least

nowadays, is actually very rare!

Polygonum depressum (Equal-leaved Knotgrass):
Low, decumbent form with all small, dark green,
elliptic, blunt-tipped leaves. Bob Leaney

I e no experience of £ bareale, which s confined
1o Scotland, sowill not deal with this taxon. It differs
from the other three taxa within the complex mainly
in having obovate keaves with quite long petioles tha
are well exserted from the ochreae (fused stipules).

Our usual nomenclatore and identilication
characters derive from a large morphometric study
ago (Styles, 1962, He

by Styles almost GO vears
recognised & aorendare 5.1, as being comprised of the
four r'.]u'rin.'r'- listed above, and considered :&P['('.lf'&
status for £ avicelare and £ dypression as being “beyond
doubt’. However, he was less sure of the specific
status for B revivagan, and experienced considerable
difficulty in tracing populations, cither in the Geld
or in herbarum collections. Styles” study suggests
than & morragnme was very scarce even in his time,
and confirms the supposition that the species is rare
rather than under-recorded nowadays,
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BSBI News features regular articles covering the

identification of common species in a non-technical way.

Commen problems with field identification - the Polygonum aviculare aggregate

POLYGONUM AVICULARE 5.5. POLYGONUM RURNMAGLUM

* Procumbent to erect * Usually ascending to

* Leaves lanceolate, paleish erect; occasionally @
protuberant

grey-green, acute tipped,
* Leaves linear to linear-

some large
. H ol lancealate; some over 25mm
eterophyllous leng and =4mm wide
Achene hardly
protuberant; * Heterophyllous 5 pene slightly protuberant;
p-eta_ln-d perianth segments narrow at
margins of tips, not overapping
i;"::;t‘s Perianth dissected to ¢.2/3
expanded Ochrea teeth
\ /Iang {c. 10mm)
Perianth
dissected
1o .23
= Fruit length 2.5-3.5mm ‘
y ; ) =~ Fruit length 2.5-3. 5mm
Main stem
leaves
often lost
lapplies to Heterophyllous
all spp)
AN
Heterophyllous Main stem

Main stem

leaves leaves
POLYGONUM DEFRESSUM
+ Denselyl with short . ) . Oxhrea teeth
irnemnz:fr Perianth dissection short (c. 3mm)

o ¢ ¥z way.
* Plant usually procumbent or low

Fruit length

<2.5mm

* Leaves elliptic, dark green, blunt-
tipped,

* Leaves all small; main stem leaves
same size as those on branches [but
usually lost) (isophyllous).




The ‘Adventives and Aliens’ section features vice-county

roundups of recent discoveries of escaped and naturalised ADVENTNES AND ALUENS: Ermopos persics re-found in Briesin sfter § 50-year sbasnce
plants, plus other articles on non-native species.

Eremopoa persica (Trin.) Roshev. (Persian Meadow-
grass) re-found in Britain after a 60-year absence

BOB LEANEY, JO PARMENTER & OLI PESCOTT
ADVENTIVES AND ALIENS: Adventives & Aliens Mews 24

n December 2020, a single plant of a myvstery grass )

ADVENTIVES AND ALIENS el o o \%\r*

historic quaysice, by Bob Leaney and Jo Parmenter.

Adventives an d AI iens N ews 24 .-\.I'Ii'r.'lll 3 |'!r||1|.\-|u Btll-'ﬂ-liﬁ.: aileel, the 1_|'H'I'il|'|l"|'l g
wans sent to the referes for alien grasses, Ol Pescot.
The general morphology and appearance -
Compiled b:.-' Matthew Bf_‘i’."}n‘ initially suggesed an Enggoiis, although our plant p
Flat 2, Lascelles Mansions, 8-10 Lascelles Terrace, Eastbourne BN21 4B |-t1rkF'cl Itlhl' fringe of h:i“ l|||1l'ic:|_ very ofien :t:crm- '
m‘henﬂ51mbﬁmnmhmm e Degruaber o oy powegaelaers ol Chies g, sodh e
woere same other unusual features: OF observed

that our specimen had long anthers at c. 1.4 mm,
I 1 pick out a few records from what follows, it is

b way af an introduction and should not be seen
to detract in any way from the other records, all of
which have their particular interest and imporance.
o

thus ruling out the maost commanty found annual
Eragrastis species isted in Cope & Gray (2000 this
feature also appeared o be somewhiv atypical for
the whale gens, @ least for those o 90 members
that hiave been found in western Ewrope (Porwal

MNeverthele . " T Al o st A .
Nevertheless, T trust members will be fasci & Duhem, 2002, Insally o, our specimen was

to read about the oceurrence of two unfamiliar thought 10 have only two anthers, again, a less
comimoen state in European Eragestis, and indeed
in grasses generslly (Choros, 1990},

¢ pvoor anthiers was

Himalayan species, one woody and one herbaceous,
which have been found in “wald” situations, both in

Scottish vice-counties (see viee. 96 & M) and a 8. Phe ismc with there I'r'"”f by
Afidcan grass secn flowering remrkably arly in the eventually resohved by dissecting a number of other
s # WSS S s H + f i "
year in vec. 17 and 21, and with which we might
like to familiarise ourselves in case it becomes more
widespread. L have also included some more of Paul

Stanley’s remarkable alien finds from the farmed

Horets, which showed that at least some liwd three
(50, some Horels had undevcloped anthers, which
is apparently not uncommeaon in hay Sorcng o al.,
20205

landseapes of ve 10, Many thanks,

Vie.4 (N. Devon)

Verbena ncompia W, Michael (Purpletop Vervain).
Northam (554500227855}, 4/1/2021, R.1. Kirby:
one .2 m tall plant growing at side of green wack,
Hanson Park. The first county record. See ve. 5.

V.c.? (Dorset)
Nemofhila menziesii (Baby-blue-eves). Swanage
(RZ0210879409), 1752021, I). Leadbeter: three
plants on verge south of sewage works, likely where
soil had been imported the previous vear, See
Adventives & Aliens News 21, vie. 14

Colltrsii ﬁﬂ’mf!@l#ﬂ Bauist ex Graham (Chinese-
houses). -‘i\\'ull;h_t_:r (SZO2 1077940090, 16/5/2021, D
Leadbetter: :

Calandrinia menziesii grawing in fallow feld an 5t Mary's, lsles of Sally Left: Tim Harrizor, middle, right: Liz Asking

qeite alivergedd from the trogpical monntain € etlinta, and, just i 15 treely natuwralized on Seilly. There ave collsctions of this
s imperdantly, mverzient i mone closely relafed fo C brewen ghectes from several focalities in Furope, inclvding Ceckin
e it o5 fo € enlint. This &5 wohy § vecngmized menztessi  aud Finland, AN of these reconds seen to be axsoctated with
: : o 3 2 ’ as a disiined species from ciliata.” Cafaudringa menziesti 15 ornamental gardens, raber S soith natiral or agricalwed
An annual (Plantaginaceac) native 1o California included under € afiatain Clement & Foster (19, areas. Bul of does nol apprear be naturalized anyichere in
sometimes grown as a garden plant. The two- Nemophila menziesi (left) and Collinsia heterophylla Intcrestingly, Calandrinia umbellata (Ruiz Lopez &  Exmpe, nat cven in the Meditersanean region, cohich is its
]ippﬂl flowers have an unusual structure with a [-'Ight:l, Surnage, Doret v.c-51 Dovid Leadbetter Pavan) DO, is also listed in Clement & Foster (1994 native climate and pliysiommany, §t would be necessary to
for Scilly, This was apparently recorded from a ficld — examine the site for a feo vears and ke expecinlly whether
on 5t Mary's in around 1983 by Clare Harvey, the  there are mowe or fraver or no plants,”

imber of plants on verge south of

sewage works, At a somewhat later date 20 planis

were seen in flower (1 Leadbetter pers. comm.).




Other regular sections include news and announcements from ) . .
It has never been easier to join the BSBI

BSBI, short notes and articles, a round-up of plant records from
England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland and book reviews.

"MOLLY HAS HAIRY KNEES'
AND OTHER CURIOUS WAYS TO
REMEMBER PLANTS

or the beginner, whether on 3 university course,

training day or group excursion, leaming
baotanical identification can semetimes feel like an
averwhelming challenge. So many characteristics to
remamber and each must be linked to the correct
scientific andfor commen name! In teaching botany,
we strive ta impart the most knowledge possible
during our always-tog-short time together in the
field. Learning to key out an unfamiliar specimen is
crucial, of course, but we also want to remember
many plants without locking them up (again!) and for

aur t

W WALES
aff-th
DO In Maonmaouthshire fv.c 35)
namj some wonderful meadows
men have been discovered whilst
aany undertaking surwey work for
and | the Monmaouthshire Meadows
proy Group, and at least six warrant

——bigy Local Wildlife status, if not 551
status. In one meadow Genista
tinctoria (Dyer’s Greenweed)
was abundant, and a total
of 35 good indicator species
of unimproved species rich
grassland were present. [t must
be amaong the very best in the
county. At Blaentrothy meadows,
an 3551, eleven species of sedge
TP TN I AR S

el
Tway

BOTAMNICAL NOTES

fern pinnules are nearly entire. Hence, male ferns
have balls and lady ferrs are Frilly.

Sketches are even better, since looking at the
characteristics of plants lends itself to visual memory
(see illustration for a further example). As you can
see, minimal or no artistic ability is required!

We have made up many of these over the years
but many of you must have done likewise or come
across examples. If you have any aids that help you
remember plants and would like to share them,
please email them (sketches can be photographed
and emailed as image files) 1o Kathy Velander or
Jay Mackinnen, or post to Jay Mackinnon lcontact
details below). Please include your full name and
the source of the meme (if known, and not yourself) L

the
mea
@ huf

Compiled by Clive Stace, Book Reviews Editor

Mau Appletree House, Larters Lane, Middlewood Green, Stowmnarket IP14 5HB

Oen cstace@btinternet.com
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Foraging Pocket Guide
Marlow Renton & Eric Biggane
‘WildFoodUK, in association with

Crherwise, Byford, 2019; pp. 351,

numerous photographs; pbk,

paragraph is given far each edible
spacies,

Ore assumes that the authors
activities are mainly inland; widely
collected martime species such
saa beet (Beta vulgaris subsp.
mavitimal, glasswort {Salicomia
spp.) and sea-kale {Crambe
maritima) are omittad. There is
some incorect information. Small
leaved lime cannot be ‘easily
identified by the dense clusters
of suckers or ssde shoots', and a
forager hoping to find shepherd’s
purse in ‘woodland’ would have a
lengthy search, and find it much
easier 'almost everywhere' else.

What value s this book to BSBI
members? As the division inte

emilraerfirfolorr

according to their blurk ‘specialise
in turning infarmation and ideas
inta compelling, beautiful books'

Roy Vickery

-

Herbarium H_f
BT e o

Herbarium. The Quest to
Preserve & Classify the
World's Plants

Simply go to bsbi.org/join-us, select your payment option
and complete the online membership form.

BSBI caters for all botanical tastes and skill levels,
from absolute beginners to national experts.
Membership benefits include:

* Three print issues each year of BSBI News.

e Exclusive access to 100+ expert plant referees to help
you identify difficult plant groups.

e Discounts on BSBI publications, including our series of
identification Handbooks.

* Members are favoured if there is competition for BSBI
Training Grants and Plant Study Grants.

* A membership welcome pack which includes three
most recent issues of BSBI News, print copies of the BSBI
Yearbook, BSBI Code of Conduct, our booklet ‘So You Want
to Know Your Plants’ and a BSBI bookmark.

* Your password for the members-only area of the BSBI
website where you can access scientific papers published in
New Journal of Botany, view electronic back issues of BSBI

News 2015-2021... and much, much more.

¢ Botanical Society
N of Britain & Ireland


http://bsbi.org/join-us

