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RIB
Group RIB — Ribes subgenus Ribesia. Subgenus Grossularia (R. uva-crispa) keys out in AB.
Twigs usu mod slender ((1)2-4mm diam), not zig-zagging, round lenticels absent (but minute
tubercules in R. sanguineum); bark soon splitting, peeling in longitudinal strips (esp branchlets in
2nd yr); pith c% diam, white or green, occ turning brown, round or obscurely 5-angled, soon
fragmenting. Branchlets often with short twigs, occ with woody spurs. Terminal bud sessile, often
surrounded by cluster of lateral buds at tip or at end of previous yrs growth; scales obtuse, weakly
3-keeled (3-veined: mid-vein strongest and usu ending in dark brown apiculus). loose. Lateral
buds soon _sh talked; lowest large scale often directly over If scar but often 2 smaller smaller
scales either side of If scar forming V-shape. Lf scars spiralling, not or weakly raised, narrowly
crescent-shaped, >> lateral bud width (up to % way around twig), occ weakly narrowed between
bundle scars, shortly decurrent down twig; bundie scars 3, along upper margin. Shrub, occ
suckering. © Buds 10-15mm. @ Buds >2.5 x as long as wide (2 spp). © Twigs and/or buds
aromatic with disc-shaped sessile glands (2 spp)
mBuds green to reddish-purple, often multicoloured. Twigs usu minutely hairy
Buds 10-15mm
Buds single, spindle-shaped, acute; scales 5-7, green to reddish-purple, often multicoloured,
hairless, glandular-ciliate; inner scales with colourless to reddish sessile round glands, with
fruity odour. Lateral buds adpressed, short-stalked to 2mm, with lowest scale directly over If
scar. Twigs 2-3(4)mm diam, reddish-brown, minutely crisped-hairy, minutely rough with
scattered tubercules; pith usu green. Bark reddish- to greyish-brown, splitting longitudinally to
reveal vertical rows of horizontal lenticels. Early bursting. ©©6. PL xx
Flowering Currant Ribes sanguineum

is <10mm
ds with strongly aromatic sessile yellow glands, single or clustered (3-5) at tip or end of
kvious yrs growth, 3-8mm, ovoid,  obtuse to + acute; scales 3-6, yellow-green to purplish,
brown, sparsely white-hairy, usu ciliate. Lateral buds weakly spreading, short-stalked to
with lowest large scale directly over If scar; Twigs mod (3-4mm diam), purplish-brown to
own or grey, minutely crisped-hairy, occ sessile disc-shaped yellow glands nr tip; inner
jorous; pith white. ©. PL XX. ......Black Currant Ribes nigrum
out glands, single or clustered (2-3) at tip or end of previous yrs growth (short twigs
ient than other Ribes), 5-7mm, narrowly ovoid, + acute; scales 6-7, reddish-brown,
h, sparsely white-hairy, not glandular-ciliate, ciliate. Lateral buds weakly spreading,
d to 2mm, with lowest large scale of over If scar. Twigs mod (3-4mm diam),
, minutely white-hairy at least nr tip; inner bark not or weakly odorous; pith white
Buffalo Currant Ribes odoratum

kish or pale brown, <10mm. Twigs hairless
spindle-shaped, v acute; scales 5-9, hairless, minutely ciliate, often
eral buds adpressed, stalked to 1(2)mm, with lowest large scale of over If
{1-3mm diam), whitish to pale grey-brown; inner bark not or weakly odorous;
bce purplish-brown. ©. PL XX Mountain Currant Ribes alpinum
pwn, <10mm. Twigs hairless
at tip or nodes of each yrs growth, 3-7mm, ovoid to shortly spindi
7, minutely white-hairy to () hairless. Lateral buds weakly spreading, v
lowest large scale usu not directly over If scar. Twigs mod (3-4mm
oce dark purplish-brown; bark finely fissured; inner bark weakly
s dark purplish-brown
eins sparsely hairy below. PL XX.........Red Currant Ribes rubrum
sides. Usu limestone habs, N Br, VR. PL xx
. S .Downy Currant Ribes spicatum
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The Field Key to Winter Twigs

a guide to native and planted deciduous trees, shrubs and
woody climbers (xylophytes) of Britain and Ireland
(inc. taxa from Europe, N America, SE Asia & beyond...)

John Poland

This guide hopes to make winter botany fun! Identifying trees and
shrubs once the leaves have dropped might seem impossible but is
actually much easier than you think.

Twigs have a suite of unique characters; from leaf scars resembling
monkey faces to buds wearing hula skirts - the variation is phenomenal.
You may need to use all your senses to hear the audible snapping of
crack willow, feel the roughness of sweet chestnut, experience the
odours from mice to perfume and the taste from aspirin to rosewater.

We have a significant number of species thanks to our Victorian plant-
collectors who brought back numerous new and exotic species from the
four corners of the world. Even just a walk around your local streets,
cemeteries and parks should yield 50+ species so this is really
something that can be done on those otherwise dull winter days.

This book will be invaluable to all amateur and professional botanists,
ecological consultants, students, foresters, horticulturalists,
dendrologists and naturalists. It is a fully illustrated A5 softback with
stunning full colour photographs and diagnostic B&W line illustrations.

Publication is imminent. To register for an exclusive pre-publication
offer (including postage) for BSBI members, please email your name
to twigkey@hantsecology.co.uk and you will receive an update once
the offer announced (please note your email will not be used for any
other purpose - we respect your privacy).

It will subsequently be available full price from Summerfield Books
www.summerfieldbooks.com (tel: 01768 210793) at c£15-20 plus p&p.




