
Validation tools in the DDb
• grid-ref place/vc inconsistencies

• outliers (spatial and temporal)

• visualisation tools

• comparison with accepted distribution

• duplicate finding
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Editing or rejecting

• don’t make changes for the sake of consistency

- the original record should usually stand

• if editing, make the minimal change possible and 
always reflect the intent of the recorder.

• if the record is wrong then reject it – don’t try to 
make it ‘right’



Accepting records

• often easier to work out which records to accept 
than which to reject

• The problem will increase as more data reaches the 
BSBI from diverse sources (e.g. iRecord)

• If you can, then prefer to accept records – even if 
they duplicate existing data and don’t appear to 
add value.
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Strategies for data validation

• Prioritise rare and scarce taxa

• Stay on top of new data

• Follow-up anomalies


