BOTANICAL SOCIETY OF BRITAIN AND IRELAND


Appendix 1

Example of Field Meeting Information letter
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25 April 2013

Hello!  Thank you for booking on this meeting.    

BSBI Roslin Glen Country Park Field Meeting on Saturday 1st June 2013

Timing: We will meet at 10.15 (prompt) and will aim to finish between 15.30 and 16.00.  Please let me know if you cannot make the meeting place on time to avoid an unnecessary wait for everybody.  My mobile phone number is 0791 7152580.    

Meeting Place: the Roslin Glen Country Park car park at NT273628

Directions: At the Gowkley Moss roundabout on the A701, 4km south of Edinburgh Bypass, turn east onto the B7003 signed Roslin and Roslin Country Park.  Continue 1km and turn (second) right – again signed to Roslin Country Park.  Follow the road down, around hairpin bend, across bridge over the River North Esk and turn immediate left into the Roslin Glen car park.  Once in the carpark proceed straight ahead under a height barrier and park near the sign.

Route: We will take a short circular walk through the ancient woodlands on the banks of the River North Esk and past relics of the area’s rich industrial heritage and will return on the Penicuik-Dalkeith disused railway path and a minor road.  The round trip is about 3km and mostly on paths and tracks – some of which are a little rough and steep.
Aim: The emphasis on this field meeting will be on learning and fun!  So we’d prefer not to tell you what all the plants are - at least not initially!  Rather we would like you to work in groups using identification books to work that out for yourself.  After all, that is the best way to learn.  We will of course be on hand to help and confirm.

Introductory Talk: Alan Krumholds, the Site Ranger for Roslin Glen Country Park, has agreed to say a few words about the site, its history, habitats and management.

Equipment Checklist: here is a shortlist of some of things you should remember to bring.  You should check the weather forecast beforehand and adjust accordingly!

· Boots

· Waterproof jacket and trousers

· Packed lunch and flask or cold drink, etc

· Spare warm top (fleece or similar)

· Hat and gloves?  

· Sunglasses, sun hat, sun cream and lip sunblock?

· Mobile phone (fully charged)

If available:

· OS Map of the local area

· Plant identification books – The Wild Flower Key by Francis Rose is good for beginners.

· X10 magnification hand-lens 

· Notebook & pen

· GPS, binoculars, etc

Toilets: There are no public toilets in Roslin.  The nearest are

· 2B Station Road, Loanhead EH20 9RQ

· 5 Bank Street, Penicuik EH26 9BG 

Coffee: we would welcome you to join us for a coffee immediately after the field meeting in The Original Rosslyn Hotel in Roslin village, on the corner just before the lane to the Chapel.  The main road does a dog-leg at this corner (NT272632).  Needless to say, the hotel has loos.

Medical conditions: Please let me know of any medical conditions you may wish to make me aware of.

Insurance: Remember that, as usual on all BSBI field meetings, those attending do so at their own risk.

Cancellation: Please let Jane Jones know if you are no longer able to come as there is a limit on numbers and a waiting list as that will allow another to attend in your place.  

Leaders: We look forward to seeing you on the day, Barbara Sumner, BSBI Midlothian Recorder & Jim McIntosh, BSBI Scottish Officer

Cars: Here is a list of contact details of everyone booked on the meeting, so you can arrange to share cars.  

List of participants:

	Name
	Surname
	Email Address
	Town
	Mobile No

	Jim
	McIntosh
	Jim.mcintosh@bsbi.org
	Edinburgh
	07917152580

	etc
	
	
	
	


Appendix 2

HEALTH AND SAFETY GUIDANCE

Leaders are advised to consider the following points in order to satisfy the requirements of Health and Safety legislation:

1. Safety
It is important that members are made aware of what the hazards are and how to minimise their risks. General information regarding potential hazards should be sent to people planning to attend the field meeting and more specific and detailed information can be included in a Safety Briefing at the outset of the excursion.  Such a briefing should focus on the major or unusual risks and will normally take only a few minutes.

Hazards to consider include:

· Traffic

· Slippery surfaces

· Boggy ground

· Stony or uneven paths or routes

· Steep banks

· Cliffs

· Falling branches or boulders

· High winds

· Treacherous weather – storms, blizzards

· Sunstroke, sunburn

· Cold

· Puncture wounds (barbed wire, thorns)

· Adders and other venomous creatures

· Biting insects

· Ticks and Lyme disease

· Weil’s disease if near water

· Unfenced waterways

· Tides

2. Risk Assessment

Provided that the hazards associated with the Field Meeting are no different to those that would be encountered during a family walk in the country, you may use the Generic Field Meeting Risk Assessment.  You should advise all members of the party to wear appropriate footwear and clothing and to bring sufficient water, food, sun-block, insect repellent, medical or other essentials etc.  They should notify you of any relevant medical conditions that require due consideration.  If additional or unusual hazards are present you should carry out a formal risk assessment prior to the meeting and may need to carry a first aid kit and have a first-aider in the party. 

3. Safety Briefing

At the start of all meetings, the leader should give a safety briefing, in which members should be reminded and given more detailed information about known hazards and how to deal with them.  The risk assessment should then be reviewed in the light of conditions on the day, and the actual ability of members of the group.  An assistant must be appointed when the group contains more than ten members for meetings in mountainous, boggy or aquatic habitats and especially tidal zones, where conditions could be difficult. The safety briefing should include details of grouping arrangements. It may also be advisable to split the group up if there is a wide range of ability.

4. Contingency Plans

The leader should prepare a contingency plan for the meeting in case the weather is unsuitable for the intended route and be prepared to alter arrangements if the weather deteriorates during the course of the meeting.  It is worth having clear directions to the nearest hospital with A&E available as occasionally things happen that require a participant to get emergency medication.  If an accident does occur, take appropriate action and later report the details to the Hon. Field Meetings Secretary on the Field Meeting Summary Report (Appendix 4).

For most meetings members will arrive by car, so that back-up transport will be available in the event of an emergency, poor weather or other contingency.  When coach travel is arranged consideration should be given to the availability of shelter or transport should any member need to return to the starting point.

Appendix 2.1

Field Meeting Generic Risk Assessment Form

The activities being conducted during the meeting are assessed as being broadly comparable to those that might occur during a family walk in the country.  No hazards capable of causing more than minor injury are reasonably likely to be encountered by any member of the party.  Those attending will be advised to wear appropriate footwear and clothing, to bring sufficient water, food, sun-block, insect repellent or other essentials etc.  This generic assessment will be reviewed in the light of conditions on the day, and the abilities of individual members of the party.

If significant hazards are likely to be encountered then the full risk assessment form in Appendix 2.2 must also be completed.  

Reviewed and found suitable.

Signed 
….……………………………….     Date…………….…….

Place of Field Meeting


…………………………………………………….

Appendix 2.2

Full Risk Assessment Form

For identifying the possibility of harm to attendees at Field Meetings

	Identify significant hazards
	Likelihood
Yes or No:
	Measures to reduce risk

	Slips, trips and falls:

Steep ground / banks

Rough / Uneven ground

Slippery ground
	
	In the advert, state whether the day will be easy, moderate or strenuous and the nature of the terrain, whether it is rough or steep.  If you describe a meeting as for beginners then the expectation is that it will be fairly easy.  If people need to be particularly fit to attend your meeting then say so.  
In the information letter, state the distance, amount of ascent, nature of terrain.  Include guidance on suitable footwear.  E.g. list “strong boots” in equipment checklist.  On the day check that participants are wearing the appropriate footwear.  
In the safety briefing remind participants that the most frequent cause of accidents are simple slips and trips and that those attending BSBI field meetings are particularly prone if looking at plants or books and not paying attention to where they are putting their feet!  Mention the risks of slippery wet rocks & grass, steep, rough or uneven ground, unstable rocks, banks, cliffs, etc.  Include mention of the nature of the site and route.  

	Traffic
	
	Avoid routes along or over roads as far as possible.  In the safety briefing warn people about traffic.  When necessary, the walk leader and “back” and “front” markers to wear high viz jackets.  Guide walkers across roads etc.  Walk on right hand side of road to face oncoming traffic.  Wait for farm vehicles to pass if agricultural work is taking place.

	Cliffs
	
	In the safety briefing, warn people NOT to climb cliffs (like those on Arthur’s Seat).

	Falling objects
	
	Wear hard hats, if necessary, when walking close to cliffs.  In the safety briefing remind participants that care must be taken to avoid dislodging stones, and if this does happen, what to do (shout warning!)  (Particularly relevant to sites like Arthur’s Seat.)

	Contact with branches or twigs
	
	Brief walkers on the risk to eyes from twigs, and of possible allergic reaction to puncture wounds e.g. from Blackthorn.  Take care passing such bushes.  Assess danger from falling branches.  

	Scrapes or abrasions
	
	Warn when crossing barbed-wire fences and appoint a minder if needed.

	Personal attack (by assailant or animal)
	
	Leave no-one isolated.  Lock personal valuables out of sight.  Be aware of the movement of farm animals.  Carry a mobile phone.

	Infection (especially diseases carried on faeces)
	
	The safety briefing should remind folk of the risk (which includes Weil’s disease).  Ensure cuts are protected and instruct all to wash/clean hands before eating and drinking.  You may want to take a supply of antiseptic wet wipes.

	Contact with poisonous plants or fungi
	
	Take care in the vicinity of any hazardous plants or fungi, particularly Parsnip and Giant Hogweed

	Adders
	
	Do not disturb any Adders you find.  Wear sturdy shoes and thick socks

	Ticks (Lyme disease)
	
	The information letter’s equipment checklist should include long trousers / long sleeved shirts and the suggestion that where possible trousers should be tucked into boots so as to reduce risk.
The safety briefing should give advice on ticks, how to minimise bites and safe tick removal and the symptoms of Lyme disease. 
Closing talk should mention the need to check for (and remove) ticks at first opportunity.  You can pick them off, but special tick snares to remove them are available on the market.



	Sunburn / sunstroke


	
	Advise participants to bring adequate drinking water, wear a sunhat and long-sleeved shirts and put on sun protection cream including lip block, re-applying sun-screen as required during the day.

	Bad weather:

Exposure / Hypothermia / Discomfort
	
	In the information letter include guidance on suitable food and clothing.  E.g. include “lunch, flask, warm clothes, waterproofs, hats & gloves” in equipment checklist. 

Brief those on the walk and advise them to wear suitable clothing, particularly in cold or wet conditions.  Be aware that weather conditions can change rapidly.  

The Leader should check the forecast carefully and be prepared to alter plans if necessary.



	Bad weather:

Getting lost
	
	The information letter’s equipment checklist should include maps, compasses, GPS and mobile phones (where available).  

Arrange to have small groups (i.e. plenty leaders).  Ask group leaders to keep tabs on numbers in their group.  Appoint back markers.

Each leader should take a full list of names and mobile numbers of those in group.  

Each leader should take map, compass, whistle, phone & GPS and be able to use them competently.  

Safety briefing should stress importance of the individual groups staying close together and within sight of each other.  

	Water hazards
	
	Wear buoyancy aid if appropriate.  Assess tidal situation prior to meeting and ensure that safe access is possible.  Assess water levels and do not walk close to rivers in spate.  Safety briefing should include appropriate warnings.

	Minor injuries
	
	Take, and recommend others take, simple first aid kits and blister treatment packs.

	Manual handling
	
	Manual handling should not normally be a requirement for participants on field meetings.  Consider whether members who advise of a medical condition need help to view specimens.

	Site specific hazards (complete as necessary)
	
	


Appendix 2.3

Field Meeting Risk Review

This should be completed before setting out and if necessary sent to the Hon. Field Meetings Secretary, together with a copy of the full risk assessment if this was required.

	CHECK
	YES
	NO
	N/A

	Have names of participants been listed?
	
	
	

	Have any medical conditions been advised?
	
	
	

	Have clothing and footwear been reviewed?
	
	
	

	Has age profile of participants been reviewed?
	
	
	

	Have weather conditions been assessed?
	
	
	

	Have deputy leaders been appointed and briefed?
	
	
	

	Has party been briefed on safety and staying together?
	
	
	

	Has the group been given the leader’s and deputy’s (if applicable) mobile number?
	
	
	

	Has the leader got directions to A&E and the number of the local Mountain Rescue Team if necessary?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Taking the above into account
	
	
	

	The intended route is still appropriate
	
	
	

	An alternative route has been chosen
	
	
	

	The excursion has been cancelled
	
	
	


Signed 
….……………………………….     Date…………….…….

Place of Field Meeting


…………………………………………………….

Appendix 2.4 - Confidential
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BSBI ACCIDENT REPORT FORM     

Return to: Hon. Field Meetings Secretary fieldmeetings@bsbi.org 

	Date and time of occurrence: 



	Location of occurrence: 



	Full name(s) of injured person(s): 



	Name of person reporting: 



	Name(s) of witnesses: 



	What was the injury, damage or nature of the near miss ?



	What first aid treatment was given (if applicable) ?



	Description of what happened (who, what, where, why, when and how), including possible immediate and underlying causes: 




Appendix 3: Field Meeting Feedback Form
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BSBI Roslin Glen Country Park Field Meeting


Saturday 1st June 2013

Feedback

How would you rate the following:     (Circle or tick: 5 = excellent / yes, 1 = poor / no) 

Have you enjoyed the field meeting?
5
4
3
2
1

Was it well lead?
5
4
3
2
1

Was it well organised?
5
4
3
2
1

Was it pitched at the right level for you?
5
4
3
2
1

How suitable was the site?
5
4
3
2
1

How suitable were the timings?
5
4
3
2
1

What did we do well?

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT  

What could we do better?  List at least one thing.  Comment on any score of 3 or less.

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 
Thank you and safe journey home!

Appendix 4

Field Meeting Summary Report Form
If there has been a problem of any sort at meetings listed in the BSBI Yearbook this information should be sent to the Hon. Field Meetings Secretary fieldmeetings@bsbi.org immediately after the meeting.  The details are needed to alert the Society to the issues that have arisen.  If applicable an accident report form (Appendix 2.4) must also be completed.

Report on Field Meeting 

at
…………………………
on 
        ………..………………...

How many applied?



………………………….

How many attended?



………………………….


Of which .................... were not members of the BSBI

How many dropped out?


.....................................

What were the problems? 
…………………………

……………………………………………………………..……………………………………………

……………………………………………………………..……………………………………………

Any other comments? 

………………………………

……………………………………………………………..……………………………………………

…...……………………………………………………
Leader

Appendix 5
A GUIDE FOR CONTRIBUTORS OF FIELD MEETING REPORTS

The following notes are intended to help authors prepare suitable reports of field meetings for inclusion in the BSBI Year Book. Authors should send material to Trevor James (contact details below) as soon as possible after the meeting to ensure inclusion and to allow time for any editing.  The latest date for inclusion is the end of October.  It may be possible to publish reports with additional images on the Society web pages.

1. STYLE AND CONTENT

This is very much a personal matter and the Editor will not change the prose unless the meaning is ambiguous. You should include the name of the leader(s), if different from the author, and you should acknowledge specific help given in organising the meeting and, in particular, permission to enter sites or help with identification following the meeting. An indication of the number of participants should be included. If the meeting is held jointly, then this should be mentioned. Some background to the site, e.g. its ecology, ownership, history, conservation status etc. is desirable. Try to avoid long un-annotated lists of species in the report. It is probably better to name fewer species and to comment specifically on these, e.g. whether they were flowering or not, flower colour variation, habitat characteristics, etc.  If the leader is not the v.c. recorder, it would be appreciated if a separate full species list were sent to the recorder. Do not include too many details on the weather (which is usually awful!) or the gastronomic details of lunch or detailed travel arrangements.

2. LENGTH

The Editor does not wish to be too specific about the length of reports, but generally a one day field meeting should be reported in about half a page (350 words), a two day meeting in three quarters of a page and a week long excursion in one to two pages of the BSBI Year Book. As a rough guide, one typed A4 sheet, double spaced, contains between 250 and 300 words. Meetings to places of considerable botanical interest, or places overseas, may warrant more space. 

3. FORMAT AND SPECIFIC POINTS

a. Reports should preferably be Word documents.  If typewritten, they should be double-spaced with wide margins. If typing facilities are not available, hand-written reports are acceptable but they must be legible and all species names and all place names must be written in upper case to prevent mistakes. 

b. Title: This should include, in the correct order:  Site name, vice-county name and number, date(s), e.g. BEN HOPE, WEST SUTHERLAND (v.c.108). 16th-17th JULY. The site name should correspond to the site name used in the Field Meetings Programme incorporated each year into the Year Book. The name of the author(s) should appear in upper case at the end of the report on the left hand side.
c. Species names: Latin names should be given priority followed by common names in parentheses e.g. Digitalis purpurea (Foxglove). The names should conform as far as possible to those in Stace, C. A. 2010. New Flora of the British Isles (3rd Edition). Cambridge., or Flora Europaea for those not listed in Stace. Special attention should be given to the spelling of species names particularly those which cannot easily be checked, e.g. species of Rubus, Hieracium etc. 

d. Place names: Whilst it is comparatively easy to check the spellings of species names, checking the names of places is much more difficult and authors should give special attention to these to ensure that they are correct. If possible, only use place names that appear on Ordnance Survey maps.

e. Distances: All distances, altitudes, lengths and heights etc must be in metric units.

f. Grid references should conform to the style used by the Ordnance Survey e.g. TL57, TL5570 or TL555705 for Wicken Fen.

g. References should be included in the text in parentheses and not listed at the end of the report, e.g. (Swan, G.A. & Walters, S. M. 1988. Watsonia 17: 133-138). Books should include the title and place of publication, e.g. (Trist, P.J.O. ed. 1979. An Ecological Flora of Breckland. Wakefield).

h. Photographs should be sent separately ie not embedded in the text.

Reports should be sent, by the end of October, to:
Trevor James trevorjjames@btinternet.com preferably in Word format 

Appendix 6: Example report

Farndon, Cheshire (v.c. 58), 1st April

JONATHAN SHANKLIN

Snow during the preceding week had left the Welsh and mid-Cheshire hills coated in white down to 100m, but fortunately the starting point for this meeting, lying mid-way between the two, was just 20m in altitude.  The meeting was aimed at teaching recording practices to beginners, and learning how to use vegetative keying.  The spring thus far had been the coldest for many decades so we were put to the test rather more than expected. 

A group of nine braved the cold to meet at Farndon church, where Jonathan Shanklin began by explaining the elements of recording.  We then went into the churchyard and began to put theory into practice.  For a relatively average churchyard we did quite well, managing to identify 87 species.  A creeping plant by the church tower was spotted, which we thought was Acaena novae-zelandiae (Pirri-pirri-bur), but decided that confirmation would be needed in the summer as this would only be the 5th county record.  Given the choice between a cold and windy picnic on the banks of the River Dee, or visiting the warmth of a pub for lunch, the group wisely chose the latter.  During lunch, a Speedwell was inspected, having been collected because “it looked a bit different”.  Although initially dismissed as a small Veronica persica (Common Field Speedwell), the fruits gave a clear diagnosis – it was V. polita (Grey Field-speedwell), scarce for Cheshire.  

Fortified by hot chocolate the group set off for a walk along the River Dee.  We had not gone far when one of the targets for the day, Umbilicus rupestris (Navelwort) was spotted on an abandoned roof, with more on the cliffs above.  Passing through a wooded glade some ferns caught our eyes, and after some debate, the more mature specimen was identified as Polystichum setiferum (Soft Shield-fern).  Emerging onto flood meadows the skeletal remains of Brassica nigra (Black Mustard) on the river bank were identified by the apressed erect pods.  With time passing, the short version of the route was chosen to lead us back to a second site for the Navelwort.  Although it had looked un-promising from Google Earth, ground truth revealed the plant, and we even managed to find it in the adjacent tetrad.  Two of the party decided that it was necessary to check out a Sweet-grass in a shallow pond, with the Vegetative Key pointing towards the hybrid Glyceria x pedicillata, though as County Recorder, Graeme Kay wanted stronger evidence before recording it as such.  Now lagging behind the rest, the two passed a swamp with a tussock which looked a bit odd for Deschampsia cespitosa (Tufted Hair-grass).  Closer inspection showed that it was a sedge, which fortunately was just coming into flower to provide identification as Carex paniculata (Greater Tussock-sedge), a scattered species in Cheshire, and this apparently its westernmost current tetrad.  

Given the delayed start to spring, we had not expected to find much, but the total list for the day totalled over 150 species, and the challenge given at the start of the day to find 30 species in flower was just exceeded.

Note: This account is actually 500 words rather than the 350 requested and is shortened a little from the printed version.

Appendix 7: Developing your Wildflower Identification Skills - Handout     
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· Get The Wild Flower Key, Francis Rose (most recent edition) and invest in a x10 hand-lens.  www.summerfieldbooks.com
· Take your identification book and hand-lens with you whenever you are out.

· Stop and use them, whenever you see a flower you can’t identify.  Try using the keys.  Check the likelihood of that species being found in the area and at that time of year by reading the information on distribution and flowering period.

· When you are out, regularly remind yourself of the names of the plants you see and know.  

· If you haven’t already got a digital camera buy a super-macro one for taking very close-up shots. If you can’t identify a plant take a digital photo and e-mail it to Jim McIntosh jim.mcintosh@bsbi.org who is very happy to help with identification. 

· Join the BSBI! Everyone interested in wildflower identification and conservation is very welcome to join the Botanical Society of Britain & Ireland and go out on their field trips (you can even come along on these without being a member if you are thinking of joining and would like a taster). These are great fun – and a great opportunity to check your understanding is correct.  A number of field meetings are organised every year specifically for beginners and people who haven’t been on BSBI field meetings before.  For information about the BSBI, its field meeting programme and to join, see http://bsbi.org/ 
· Go out on wildflower walks organised by local Wildlife Trust groups, local Natural History Societies and ranger services.

· Go on a wildflower identification course: another great way to learn and a lot of fun!  The Field Studies Council runs a variety of courses.  See http://www.field-studies-council.org/individuals-and-families/natural-history/plants.aspx 
· Check the species distribution maps for the local area at http://bsbi.org/maps for the likelihood and significance of your botanical finds! Also see the Online Atlas of the British & Irish Flora www.brc.ac.uk/plantatlas
Happy Botanising!

Jim McIntosh, Scottish Officer, Botanical Society of Britain & Ireland (BSBI)

Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, 20A Inverleith Row, Edinburgh  EH3 5LR

jim.mcintosh@bsbi.org   0791 7152580
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