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2015/16: a particularly successful lecture programme 

Best lecture 
programme 
ever, at BSS 

Thanks to Maria Chamberlain 



Summer Programme of 
Field Meetings, sometimes 
joint with other Societies 
Also numerous ad hoc meetings 

Thanks to Maria Chamberlain 



Perth urban habitats around the River Tay with the Perth Society of 
Natural Science, Saturday, 19th March 2016..  Bryophytes 



Most highly cited 
article so far, n=187 

The Society’s academic journal, Plant Ecology and Diversity 
Edited by Laszlo Nagy, published by Taylor and Francis, six issues per year 

New in 2016, The Grubb Reviews 

Articles with Scottish 
flavour 

Impact Factor  
Plant Ecology and Diversity 
 has seen an increase from 
1.766 to 2.349 



The Urban Flora Project – about 19,000 records so far 
 
But more recorders needed! Are you going on holiday to the western parts of Scotland? 



Urban Flora: let us focus today on 
some of the rarer plants   
 
(..rare in Scotland, sometimes 
common in England and Wales) 



Senecio inaequidens@ Granton, Edinburgh 

Atropa belladonna@ Edinburgh  

Conyza canadensis @ Leith, Edinburgh 

Festuca arundinacea @ Bo’ness 

Galinsoga quadriradiata @ Edinburgh 

Polypogon viridis @ Granton, Edinburgh 

Saxifraga granulata@ Cramond Island, Edinburgh 

Allium carinatum @ Dundee 

Epipactis helleborine@Bo’ness 

Lilium martagon@Blairgowrie 

Olearia avicenniifolia x moschata@ Ayr 

Carpobrotus edulis@ Portpatrick 

 

 

List of southerners we’ve found 



Isotherms 
moving 15 km 
north per year  
(Beniston 2013) 

Warming brings southerners to the north 



Biogeographic zones and species density 

Preston et al (2003) CEH Report 
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Far more of them in the south 



Buddleja davidii (Butterfly-bush) 
An Edinburgh street 

Species often map by summer temperature 
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Different patterns expected in urban environments 

Human activities produce heat, little evaporation 
 from concrete surfaces so little cooling  

Hypothesis: we will find southern species in our northern towns and cities 
 



A southerner comes north 

Found in Edinburgh streets and allotments, many sighting this year 
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Senecio inaequidens (Narrow-
leaved Ragwort) found at Granton 
 

Another  southerner comes north 
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Carpobrotus edulis (Huttentot Fig), Cliff at 
Portpatrick 

A sea-side southerner 



Epipactis helleborine (Broad-leaved 
Helleborine) in a wood at Bo’ness 

A woodland example 

“said to be more common 
in Glasgow than anywhere 
else in Britain (Allan & 
Woods, 1993)”. P
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Saxifraga granulata (Meadow Saxifrage) 
Crammond Island, Edinburgh 

Spreading in the North-East 
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WWII fortifications at 
 Crammond Island 



Pyrola media  (Intermediate Wintergreen) 

In a wood at Bo’ness 

Are northern species absent from (warm) cities? 
(the converse hypothesis) 
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Galeopsis speciosa (Large-flowered Hemp-
nettle), Edinburgh allotments 

But some species are evidently temperature-insensitive 



Olearia avicenniifolia x moschata (O. x 
haastii) (Daisy-bush) Ayr 

Oliver Cromwell’s Citadel, Ayr 

Not a southerner but a kiwi, relation to 
temperature unclear 
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The End 
Many thanks for listening 


