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Cornish Biological Records Unit at 
Murdoch House (1972-1987)



The CBRU at the 

Trevithick Centre (1989-1996)



The millionth record
Sailfin Dory (Zenopsis conchifer)

caught off Looe 29/09/1995



CBRU

CWT/ERCCIS ERICA on PC

ERICA at Exeter Univ.



Number of records entered in ERICA per year
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Other taxonomic groups

Flowering plants and ferns

1987 – 1997 - 1,078,242 records entered

CBRU closure

Flora  of Cornwall published

Erica for Windows

introduced

Red Data Book published
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MASTER DATABASE

CORNISH BIODIVERSITY NETWORK

Validation & verification – V.C. Recorders
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ERICA for Windows
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Cornish 

Biodiversity 

Network
Cornwall is the most 

comprehensively and most 

intensively recorded region in 

Britain.

The CBN currently holds:

• 3,504,000 plant and animal records.

• 1,921,381 vascular plant records.

• 27,009 taxa.

•20,402 people have supplied records.

•14,868 bibliographic sources extracted.
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Changes in the coverage 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 12, 13, 14, 15 & 16.





Cornish Biodiversity Network
An over-arching, online database that is designed to 

fully meet the needs of the biological recording 

community.

It will overcome the inadequacies of ERCCIS by:

• Financially supporting the recording community.

• Improving the quality and quantity of recording – all data 

must go through the correct channels.

• Ensuring the recording community have free access to all the 

data.

• Providing data to a much larger audience – schools & 

colleges, general public, etc.

• Embodying new technologies – mobile phone and internet.


