


An annual friendly competition and training event for UG and 

PG botanists and plant enthusiasts across UK and Ireland.

BUC core aims:

1.Fostering student botanical community

2.Nurturing botanical knowledge for students

3.Inspiring the new generation of botanists

BUC supports the BSBI strategic plan: Goal 1 (the 
training goal), including “Trailblazing impactful ways 
of sharing stories and information to inspire a passion 
for plants”





• A record 126 students in 28 teams took park in the online heats

 

• 90 students attended the free, in person semi-finals, finals and associated 

Student Botany Festival in Oxford Botanic Garden and Arboretum

• 18 academic and industry experts delivered talks in four sessions

• Keynote speaker: Professor Alex Antonelli, RBG Kew

• Careers Showcase and 10 training workshops 



• Careers Showcase

• Careers outside of Academia

• First steps in Academia

Feedback showed:

• 91% said BUC highlighted new career pathways for them.

• 97% said BUC helped them grow their professional network.

• 79% said they believed attending BUC improved their 

employability.



Students were asked about any specific connections or 

collaborations that they’d formed through BUC 2024.

Answers showed the strong support network and professional 

network facilitated by BUC:

…



Feedback showed:

• 90% said participating in BUC 2024 increased the chance of 

them continuing to study / work in botanical related fields. 

• 97% said BUC had increased their botanical knowledge.

• 85% said they gained skills at BUC they hadn’t learned 

elsewhere.



@BUCBotany

@bucbotany.bsky.social

@BotanicalUniChallenge






	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10

