
What is Lycopodium lagopus? 
- and other rare clubmosses 
Andy Amphlett 

A new (4th site) found in 2015 



  Lycopodium lagopus  A' Mharconaich (E. of) vc96 - 820m AOD - 16/8/2015 
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L. clavatum 

L. lagopus 

Peduncle length (cm) 

10th percentile 90th percentile n (populations) 

L. clavatum 2.5 6.3 100 (13) 

L. lagopus 0.9 2.7 50 (1) 

Rumsey:  0 – 1.2cm (range of values atypical?) 
Flora Nordica: (0) 1-3 (4.5)cm – as L. clavatum subsp. monostachyon.  Range of values 

matches A' Mharconaich plants. 



Ian Strachan (L. lagopus vc97) Ian Green (L. lagopus vc96) 



Typical appearance of Lycopodium clavatum (vc95) 



Diphasiastrum complanatum (D. x issleri) 

Other rare clubmosses 



Diphasiastrum complanatum (D. x issleri) 
 
Lateral and under-leaves on last year’s 
shoots diagnostic 



Diphasiastrum alpinum – aberrant 
colour form.  Normally blue-green. 
 
Under-leaves on last years shoots 
with petiole, diagnostic. 



Huperzia selago subsp. arctica.  Yellowish colour, erect leaves.  May be two rows of 
gemmifers per annual growth zone.  Under-recorded. 



Huperzia selago subsp. selago 
 
Green, bushy, leaves spreading. 
 
Only record subspecies when 
forms are well marked. 
 
Otherwise record as species. 


