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BSBI News reports on new plant finds, from mountain
tops and tower blocks to coastal woodlands

New altitudinal records on Ben Nevis and

Ben Macdui
JIM MCINTOSH

rl There have been several visits 1o our highest
summmnits o st her alnmdinal records of visenlar
plants, Ben Newvis (L343 mi), the highest moumain in
the Briush Lsles, or example, has previously been
visited in 2002 by Gordon Rethero, in 20142016
by & weam of North Face Survey botanists led by
Tan Swrachan (Skyring, 201 7: Strachan 2017), and
by the anathor inc 2008, The summit o of” Ben
Mlaccui (1500 m), the second lughest mowntain in
the British Isles, was systematically recorded in 2010
lv a0 BSBI party that Lwas part of (Table 1.
According 1o the most recent Altiiudes
\E11'¢':|||-|I|'|'I Pearman, 2023, Ben Macedo holds
23 alttudinal records and Ben Nevis has 26, Given
that 42 heetares of Ben Nevis's summit plaeaw are
higher than the summi of Ben Macdwl, one mighn
expect many more taxa o be at their alatwdinal imn
on Ben Nevis than on Ben Macdui, even allowing
[or Ben Nevas” more sparsely vegetated summit. 5o,

I decided 1o investigaie.

Dan Watson and Lewis Donaghy measuring the
altitude of Alchemilla alpina (Alpine Lady’s-mantle)
with & weighted length of string, Ben Newvis,
Septembaer 2023, Sarah Watts

Method

I visited the Ben Nevis summit plateau, via the
Cirn Mde Dearg Avete, on 14 August 2022 and
8 September 2023 and searched systematically
for vegetation above 1300m. 1 chose days with
exceptiomally: good weather, as conditions can
make surveying at extreme altiindes particulardy
unpleasant and consequently unproductive, Much
of the plaeau is indeed devoid of vegetation;
hewwever, | discovered sprarse \rui':;“iﬂn at the Leyy
of the north face gullies and chilz, around the Ben
Nevis summit and s subsidiaey summits, and along
the Chorn Mor Dearg Arvere; and there were isolaed
patches of vegetaton amaongst boulders high above

Cloire Lais.
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Herniaria glabra (Smooth Rupturewort) as a
pavement weed in Surrey ... on the 7th floor!

JONTY DENTON & MOLLY CROOKSHANK

Ty 0 7 May 2021 whilst carrying out invertebrate
()H]!‘\'["_\'ﬁ on the green rools on the roof of
the Dirake Building, a T-starey lower hlock in the
Trafalgar Place development, Elephant & Castle,
Surrey (ve. 17) (TQ322787) JD noticed a sprawling
patch of what he suspected was Hernmana glabra

arventse [Hare s=loot Clover), but with none detecied

in the adjacent artificial substrane,

The tll{gi]uﬂlf' this scarce |=|:||1I are unkiown, ba
it is perhaps telling that it ocours close 1o an anea
with abundant Ty serppffium (Breckland Thyme)

which was also much reduced during the post-20022

B ,-"ﬁ__‘r . :1_"“

New naturalisations in coastal woodland of Exmoor

(v.c.5)
GRAHAM LAVENDER

]:‘ smoor National Park (ve. 3] has an almost
dunbroken strip of coastal temperate oak
woodland from the Devon/Somerset boundary in
the west to Porddock in the east, stretehing a distanee
of more than Y km. Although much s north-lacing,
the steepness of’ the wooded strip and the proximuty
1o the sea, create a microclimae which has linle or

no frosts, This amicle is to draw atention o four
naturalisations within the coastal woodland noted

over the past few years, all of which seem 1o be

Mourishing.

Dicksonia antarctica (Australian Tree-fern)
wats recarded in 2021 as 12 plants o 2m in height
on the edge of woodland in one location. It has

Dhexsonia antarctica (Australian Tree-fern), December
2022, Photographs by the author

scattering of 1) antarchien throughout the UK and
Ircland, but the only concentration of reconds is
in the southermmast ﬁp of Cornwall', Given the
numbsers and vanation in size of plants inve. 3 icis
possible we ane seeing Dicksonta anfardica establishing
as part of the Hora in this pant o Somerset
Hoheria sexstylosa (Long-leaved Lacebark)
seems to be established m the oak woodlind above
West Pordock where there are 17 trees, all between
2m and 3m iall with a few small saplings. This
species s also likely o have spread [rom nearby




Discover the latest evidence on how
flowering times are changing

Flowering periods are getting longer: a 15-year
study from a grassland-dominated common on the

western border of Surrey
DAN BOSENCE

K 1 This article describes the resulis of 15 Vs

of weekly recording ol lowering times on
Bealeswood Common in western Surrey (ve 7).
Just under 200 species have heen recarded as firs
Mowernng dates, last Bowering dates and lowering
pennds over the 52 weeks of the year. The wotal
pumbers of specics in bloom for cach week ol the
vear shows the expected trend of inereasing numbers

through the late winter and -.pTin.-;; o i mid summer

I'he length of
this midsummer peak lowering ties inwith weather

masinmum off between 40-80 speci

records and is cut short i the recent hot aned dey

summers. Numbers then tai 1o the eary winter

liw,

A mare detailed analysis of 100 frequently
recorded sl‘n': ies shows that the most common
pattern of Nowering times is ol inter-anmial

variability, frequemt non-lowering years but no

overall wrends. However, one qllal‘lﬂ'nl thiese \[Jl’l'i.l.‘\

show, on average, a trend of inceeasing Howering

periods over the past 15 vears. This & accounted

Dry grassland community at Bealesweod Comman,
Surrey (w.c. 17) including Conopodium majus (Pignut)
and Centaurea nigra (Common Knapweed),

[Dan Bosence

for by progressively later Last owening dates over

the study period, mither than the more commaonly

cited trend of cadier Howenne dates recorded in the

literniure. Longer-term suudies throughou the TTK
ez Bintgen et al., 2022) Feporn first Aowering dates

are one month carier than in dhe 19305 aned that

this correlates with ke winter w spring maximam
lemperatures,

It is hopred that this study will bead 1o comparisons
with other similar collections of records that may

lead 1o an nnderstanding of the undedving canses

of such wrends and paterns in lowerng,

Bealeswood Common

Bealeswood Conmon is an approsimately d=hectaore

just under 10 acres) site on the western fringe of

Surrey, noted for its ancient grasstands. [eis elongate
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Mew Year Plant Hunt 2024

New Year Plant Hunt 2024: thousands of participants,
many taking their first steps in botanical recording

LOUISE MARSH

P he BSBIs thivteemh New Year Plam Hum

NYPH) took place between Samurday 30
December 2023 and Tuesday 2 January 2024, Tn
atrracted a record numbaer of particiy

R I‘JlllJll('l'l"\ \\1!” ll_‘ﬂ'll NI]ill'llI}illJll'h Ellltl il IFlllji“'

recording [orm o submit lists of native and non-

native plants found in bloom in the wild dunng
a three-hour walk at locations throughout Britain
and Ire
O
sl

assiduous searching a altitude and/or in incdement

ancl, ITn toal, 2,205 lists were submited,

g 21,006 records of 629 plant speeies in

it This total exeludes 40 lists where, despite

weather, H vielded no records of planes in fower.

Full breakdowns and analvses of resulis from

this and previows vears” Hunts, along with the
miethodology, press coverage, ete. can be found ai
bl org e year-plant-faent, You can also visi the

NYPH micro-sive ansnglr bsbiong where vou will find

an eracuve map - ol & o i macker will bring
upr i listof the species recordeed an that bocaion, The
migr-site also feaures a Resulis page where vou

can see e a glanee the Top 200 Longest Lists and

Muost Frequently Recorded Taxa.

The aim ol this anicle, however, is wo look a the
differences and similarities between 200245 resuls
and those of previous vears, and wo consider wha
the underying reasons might

Similarities to previous years

I 2024, as in proviows vears, more specics wene

flowering late (533% her than eardy (27%), as
u|11m‘rl o 20 which would cither be t'.\'l]l't'll'll 10
flower at New Yearor are typical “all-vear-rounders”,
These proportions of species lowering eardy, lae
or as expeeted were broadly similar o previous
years, suggesting thar the majority of plant species

Howering ow of season are “autumn stragelers’

such as Aokilen waflefolmm Yarrow), fucobasa oulgaric

Members of Grow Community, Sopwell, 5t Albans,
with Senecio squalidus (Orwford Ragwort). Image
courtesy of Grow Community = Sopwell

Commen Ragwort) and Laminnr allaen (Whiie Dead-
nettle), that comtinue to flower in the winer,

The three most [requenily recorded species were
also the same as in previous years: Bellis peremis
Dhaisy), Senecio onl

foerrts (Groundsel) and Taravacen

spp (Dandelion ).

Onexamining the Top Twenty Longest Lists on

the NYPH website and comparing them against
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Articles on how to get involved, from citizen

science projects to local botany groups

Local groups and their contribution to BSBI

TONY MARSHALL

'l'\\.'rin' from the perspective of one local group,
that ol the Ce

al Chilierns of '|§|I|'|xi|||;]| amishine
(v, 24 in part), The group was started in 2021 and
it has a programme of lornighily Geld meetings
through the green summer period and others less
frequently in the brown time of year The original
group were all resiclent in the arca west from Grean

Missenden o Speen, north of High Wycombe. The
meetings were led by one or, almost always, two
members who could nretend 1o some knowledme

this gap and also allows more in-depth learning of
the botany of a |1-.|||i| ular arca and climate, Some
events are mainly for enjovment. Each year, [or
instanee, we now have one event in which members
are challenged w lind, noa lmied area, as nuny as
possible of plants mentioned in a particular poem,
starting in 2023 with the Fumous lines fom Oberon's
pocm in A Midsummer Night's Dream heginning °1
know a bank whereon the wild thyme blows®, (Not
onlv did members find all the fowers meniioned.
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Great Seagrass Survey 2024

Great Seagrass Survey 2024 SEAW”-Dh NG

KATHERINE KNIGHT

Srﬁm'mﬂ otherwise known as eelgrasses, are
bt Mowering plans living fully within the nrine
CIV IIU“ITII. nt, \‘lel'll.l' JI'H-'FJ-’HJ E A Ij_.J %% \.\ll
usually found subtidally, and Jostera moitd (Dwarl’
Eelgrass) which lives in the intertidal zone, can be

found in sheltered hays and esmarics around the TR,
Seagrasses may be diminutive plants, often living
hidden from view, bt by providing a 3-dimensional
structure in an otherwise barren marine landscape,
they create extremely val
1o the Ovcan Conservation Trust, a singhe heetare
aort B0, 000 fish aned 100 mallion
3! such as molluscs, shrimps and

Bile habatats, According

uf "I'JIKI;'L\\I"‘I
small
marine worms.

werich

The benclits don't stop there, Scagrass pumps

oxygen into otherwise a ic marine sedimenis,

making therm sdeal For abundang anmal 36 w drme,
Diuse 10 their aguatic lecation, much like peatlands,
SUTLETSS hexls are ||i:|;||i.v effective earbon stores®,
Omne hectare of JJ mardae may contain up 1o 380
womnes af G, Seqgrass acoounts [or 10% ol the
ocean’s capacity 1o store carbon, despite occupying
only 0.2% of the sea floor. I is thought 1o be able
to capture carbon from the atmaosphere up to 35
times faster than tropical rainforesis®. As wel
this, seagrass meadows disspate wave enerngy, @
coastal protection and absorh nitrogen from ihe

water column,
Like s
vnder threar. It is estimated thar since the 19805,

Iy CCOSVELCINS, JCATTAss meadows are

Community-led Marine Habitat Restoration

Seagrass (fostera) exposed at bow tide. Seawilding

that we know so little about its location and extent.
The BSBI holds some of the most comprehensive
reenrds of seagrass in the UK batmore information
om the current distribirion of seagrasses is required

o en

re adequate understanding and proteciion.

T acddress this kack of data, the marine habiat
restoration charity, Seawildi nd the British Sub
Acqua Cluls, [BSALY), have o ol up 1o ereate the
Careat Se

st Survey, They would like vou 1o visil

sheliered areas of coastline and cstuaries and recond
vour scagrass findings. The project has a web-bascd

recording form where you have the options o recond

ADVENTIVES & ALIENS: Using Plant Alert as part of a gardener engagement project in Morth West Wales

Using Plant Alert as part of a gardener
engagement project in North West Wales  Plant[Mert

TOMOS JONES, LISATOTH & KATHARINA DEHNEN-

SCHMUTZ

r 1 Throughout 2023, Plant Alert was the [beus of

a project called Garder |':srup|'rs, ['ngilgiug

directly with gardeners across North West Wales
with the aim to identily and prevent future invasive
species, This project was co-led by Covenury
University and North Wales Wildlife Trust (NWWT)
and funded as part of the Resilient Communities

(;r'llll programme ]I!. N':lllll"(ll Rl'h[lll"'{'!i 1\‘;1[['5.

We focused on three target areas (shown below)
across North West Wales (Yoys Mon, Conwy and
Gwynedd). The process of choosing the target areas
considlered the following main criteria:
® Distril
ones listed under long-term management in
the Wales Invasive Priority Species for Action
Tist (see below),

tion ol nvasive specie ally

, specil

Key

& Tapet area
Chesry Laured (Prums Lauwrocenssus)
Japanese: knotwessd | Reynoutrss Japonics)
Cury wakerweed (Lagarosighon major)
Gant hogwied (Heradeum mantegazzianum)
Mimalayan balssm {Impatiens glandubfera)
Jepanese rose [Rosy rugosa)
Aurstralian svsamp storecrop (Crassula heimei)
Parmots feather (Myriophyllum aquaticum]
Rhadodendeon [ RROAcENCIon pontioum)
Sea buckiborn (Hippophae rhammcides)
Skunk Cabbage (LyShaon SMErHanis)
water fem {(Azolly Aliadodes)

on (20011 census data),
® Protected sites such as 3551 and Evri National
Park nearby: We also looked at NWWT reserves,
Although the ecriteria were set up to be

L ] hli‘lil] FL A [Jr I![]I)lll'

systematic in choosing the target arcas, thene was
also an element of expert judgment (e.g gardening

intere: To engage with gardeners in these arcas

W O .‘il'tl'\\'[)lli_‘il]!l-lh aned cone I'I I.l'll'(l OriEunent Lll

plant inventories in private gardens,

Gardeners' workshops
We delivered six imeractive workshops engaging
with 78 gardeners. The workshops involved: an

introduction to invasive species and solutions For
gardeners through the Be Plam Wise campaign of
the GB Non-

tive Species Secretanat and Plam

Map of Morth West Wales showing distribution (2010-2022) of long-term management invasive plants and the
three target areas. Contains public sector information ficensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0 and

National Biodiversity Atlas (WEN) Atlas occurrence data.
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Other regular sections include book reviews, news and

announcements from BSBI and a round-up of plant

records from across England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales. It has never been easier to jOin the BSBI!

Simply go to bsbi.org/join-us, select your payment option
and complete the online membership form. You can now
choose to receive our publications in print or go digital.

CREVEWS

Compiled by Clive Stace, Book Reviews Editor
Appletree House, Larters Lane, Middlewood Green, Stowmarket, IP14 5HB
catace@btinternet.com

BSBI caters for all botanical tastes and skill levels,

FRUSTRATING
N7 FLOWERS
e & @Y
PUZZLING = &
¥ % ¥ PLANTS

IGENTIFYING THE DEFCUL SPECIES
CIF BRITAIN AND IRILAND

BHE =

P AR

23 chapters attempts to explain
why a particular group is difficult;
this is then broken down inte
smaller groups with tabular keys
and somatimes thumbnail fing
drawings of selected plant parts
and shart descriptions, Some
historic context and cuttural
information is green, followed
by recommendations of haw far
to split each group. Therais a
wary short glossary and an index

Thara is no bibliography but soma

references are cited in full in the
rext, It does nat claim to cover all
difficult groups and some, such

the narthern European treatrment
of apomictic Hieracium and that
of central Eurape is that the lattar
attempts to explain the angins of
taxa whaoreas tha former does not;
Higracium taxoncmy has never
been a particular compulsion in
Britain alona, and has nothing
to do with Brewt (o was that
supposed to be a joke?)

The second frustration arises
from the oversimplification
of botanical terminalogy,
presumably to meke characters
more accedsble to novices,
and Wamen often makes up his

from absolute beginners to national experts.
Membership benefits include:

e Three issues each year of BSBI News.

* Exclusive access to 100+ expert plant referees to help
you identify difficult plant groups.

 Discounts on BSBI publications, including our series of
BSBI Handbooks.

Frl.lstrating Flowers and as grasses and sedges, ane not own terminclogy. This results
PLEZ“II’ Plants induded at all in undefined terms such as . oy . .
oo . Waren » <2 o NS o1t O * Members are prioritised in the selection process for BSBI
elagic ing, Landan, laoks tempting an ible, ik 7 o llal' I 22
5:23]- o These mmhodszn s:rc-:::lfu — e rT— :u::t:uled list oEth;::haractar_s Tralnlng G rants and Plant StUdy G rants'
it affect later destructiva tissue usa, _'-' Woodrushes (including plenty of precise
drawings & chan far instance in ph hemistr 2 uramants), foll d by . . .
TBVBZIING 1) NS oralas, s 1 s : R e ention bints, e A membership welcome pack which includes the three

practices ane used now, sheets taxonomic nates, and distribution

most recent issues of BSBI News, the BSBI Yearbook, BSBI

o5t botani should be annotated to record and habitats (with dot maps of the
the eaze w treatments, | would like to have British Islesh. The text is illustrated 1
can bae identifie sean rather mare warming to by clear line-drawings and by COde Of Cond L'IC:tl our bOOkIet SO You Wa nt to Kn ow You r
simpla to difficy specimen wsers than to simply many coloured photoagraphs /]
groups. Frustral wash their hands after wsing depicting evarything from habit/ Plants and a BS BI bOOkmark°
and Puzzling Plg spacimens habitat to close-ups of seeds, etc.

*explain why sor | was pleased to see that the
plants are comp book deals with the subject of

Tha photographs are well chosen,
but their reproduction in several

* Your password for the members-only area of the BSBI

prplexing’, oy leans and indeed the whabe cases is poor, being too dark or . . o[
:l':cfti;:to hy business of moving specimens 2 with ma:ﬁequas.e c:nirast. liis WebSIte Where yOU can access a” the SCIentIfIC pa pers

i 1o be 8 "gqui i tional borders. o el father this is du i 4
sty Ittt el v i o e, published in New Journal of Botany 2011-2017, hear about
novice botanists information in the handbook will Tirm C.G. Rich Tha anly taxcnomically

exciting volunteering opportunities for BSBI members... and
much, much more.

those with a bt
to tackle unfami

help stop dlegal acts

Seif.published, 2024. Obtainable cantantious taxa are what Rich
| was surprised that so little

from the authos, tim_rich@sky.com, calls the L. multifiora group, which

There ane fre mantion was made of bryephyte, Pp. iv + 74, with many drawings, he interprets as L. multfiora,
GROUEANG taKa W lichen and fungal collectons, |was  maps and coloured photos; pbk cantaining two subspecies,
similar idantifica also once responsible for these. £10, Kindle edition £7, No ISBN and L congesta, which is often
= apemicts, hyly Readings extensive bryaphyte treated as another subspacies of
polyploids and | callections were filed in packets Wuadlu:hm ({Luzula DC ) are the kast, The fact that in Britain
with lots of spec in metal drawers designed for & an easily recognised genus  the distributicns of L multifiora

76 BSHINEW
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® 4 inch index cards (fallowing
tha tradition at the Manchestar
Museum) rather than mounting
six of mone packets on a
standard herbarium sheet {and
perhaps having the need to out
the sheet up later fellowing a
radetarmination),

It is neceszary to use the good
indax to find your way arcund
this handbook; although there

and contain fow difficultios in the
identification of our nina native
and two alien species, one extra
subspecies and two hybsrids,
Mevertheless, mistakes are often
mace by beginners, and alsc by
those mose experienced botanists
whao fail to examine their material
with suflicient care, =0 this slim
volurne is a welcome addition 1o
our literature.

subsp. multiffors and L congesta

concide vary closaly suggests that

mora wark would be welcome
on thelr genete ralationshep.
This view is reinforced by

the widespread presence of

L. cangesta in lreland, where

L. multiflara is representad only
by subsp. hibarnica. At preasant
the relationships of these three
taxa (and the cther four forsign

¢ Botanical Society
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