
What does a VCR do?



BSBI VCR Guidelines

These are not easy to 
find and are more about 
what to do than how to 
do it.

Are they too daunting?



Make records

A rather large 
proportion of the 
post Atlas 2020 
records in v.c.29 are 
mine. I do need to 
visit the fens more 
though!



The majority of my records go 
in through the MapMate 
interface. A few species not 
listed in MapMate used to go 
in through the DDb interface, 
but…..

Record entry





Some recorders do submit records in a spreadsheet, but only rarely are 
these in a standard format.  Other issues include using a mix of Stace II, 
III and IV names. I wrote a computer program to correct names and 
then check through records and show species that are either on the 
RPCC or are uncommon in the county. This last stage could be done on 
the DDb.

Spreadsheet records

UC: Dactylorhiza x grandis   15 Wicken Fen: Sedge Fen: Compartment 11: Spinney Bank 
north TL558709 29 Anon Somebody  16/06/2023      "2 tall 
spikes, annual cut area"  
RP: Juncus acutiflorus  Wicken Fen: Sedge Fen: Compartment 11: Spinney Bank north
 TL558709 29 Anon Somebody  16/06/2023      freq in fen 
meadow 

My local records centre has software that checks grid references against 
site names and this often throws up mistakes made by the recorder. 



In case you have not seen, there looks to be quite a few patches of 
Filago vulgaris (Common Cudweed) on the slope up to the Stapleford 
Parish Pit.  There are a couple of small plants as you go past no. 3 of the 
cottages, and then more as you go up the slope, here and there almost 
up to the Pit gate.  Most of it is near the middle, where people 
walk.  I’m attaching a few photos, which I thought good to have as it is 
listed as near threatened in Harrap’s guide to Wild Flowers, although 
locally common in E. Anglia.

Individual reports

Agrostis stolonifera x Polypogon monspeliensis  (a) Four plants, with 
both parents, on a disused area of agricultural hardstanding, north side 
of New Road, west of Delve Farm, Chatteris, TL4159.8662, 8 August 
2021, ACL (CGE);  (b) Three plants, with both parents, in winter wet area 
on former chicken farm, Broad Lane, Cottenham, TL4469.6860, 12 
August 2021, ACL (CGE).



Verify BSBI records

A lot of older records on iRecord are not acceptable due to use of a 
pseudonym or a mismatch between grid reference and site name.



I verify records for CPERC and then incorporate them in my database 
and the DDb, and also send records to them in return. CPERC has 
software that checks grid references against site names and this often 
throws up mistakes made by the recorder.

Exchange records with the
 local environmental records centre



Create and maintain a Rare 
Plant Register

The v.c.29 register is a relatively 
simple listing of all plants with a 
local or England threat status, or 
which are in significant local or 
national decline. It includes a 
few alien plants of local 
significance. There is also a list 
of invasive species, which are of 
conservation concern for a 
different reason.



The v.c.29 Register of Plants of Conservation Concern

The register gives species status, monad counts and dates of first and 
last occurrence.

Some of the plants here noted as in decline in England need revising 
following publication of Atlas 2020. NS and NR have been updated for 
the next edition. There may be additions, eg Lamium purpureum (Red 

Dead-nettle) is apparently in decline!



Write a Flora

Fortunately for me, my 
predecessor, Alan Leslie, 
who is now the emeritus 
recorder, completed a 
Flora in 2019.



Run a local group

I produce an annual 
newsletter and aim for 
roughly monthly meetings 
from March to October.



Run a national meeting

I usually run one every 
other year, though a local 
group meeting can be 
advertised nationally. I did 
this for our first meeting of 
this year and attracted a 
visitor from Skye!

The illustration is from a 
BSBI beginners’ meeting at 
which they found Trifolium 
ornithopodioides (Bird's-
foot Clover).



Check rare plants

The LORE project listed native 
and archaeophyte plants not 
seen in hectads since 2000. 
Some of these are still 
present in the original site, 
others move around. It is also 
sometimes worth checking on 
the health of really rare 
species, though these are 
mostly in well known and 
protected sites.

On one excursion we made 
an accidental find of Bromus 
arvensis (Field Brome) last 
seen 35 years ago.



Maintain a web page

Unfortunately, it is not currently possible for VCRs to maintain their own pages on the BSBI site, 
so mine is hosted by the British Antarctic Survey.



Sit on the 
Local Wildlife 

Sites Panel

Most sites are 
designated for 
botanical 
reasons, so 
having a botanist 
on the panel 
helps when it 
comes to making 
decisions.



I act as a tutor for an 
ecological consultancy 
and on a local level have 
taken Cambridge college 
garden staff around their 
sites showing them plants 
that they often overlook.

Trinity College Paddock, 
with a band of Ranunculus 
auricomus (Goldilocks 
Buttercup), specifically R. 
cantabrigiensis (Backs 
Goldilocks Buttercup)

Tutor small groups



Carry out site surveys

These may be on a 
voluntary basis or 
occasionally as a 
commercial contract. If 
the botany is a sideline for 
you, the BSBI can act as 
contractor, with you as a 
sub-contractor, which is 
easier from an insurance 
perspective.



Write papers

I analyse county plant 
records and publish the 
results in the local natural 
history journal.



I’m not very good 
at producing 
herbarium 
vouchers. Alan 
Leslie has his own 
material and also 
submits vouchers 
to the Cambridge 
University 
Herbarium (CGE).

Maintain or contribute to an herbarium



Go to BSBI meetings

From time to time there are 
meetings directed at recorders 
and this is one of them. In 
future we hope to organise 
more taxon oriented meetings 
for training in “difficult” taxa.

There is always something 
new to learn.
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