Plants on the move: £02 St Andrews

Botanic

surveying urban greenspaces in Fife u\J# Garden

During June 2023, St Andrews Botanic Garden staff surveyed 19 greenspaces in urban parts of north-east Fife

- including Glenrothes, Cupar, Ceres, Tayport and St Andrews. This small study
demonstrated the botanical
value of some urban

Method Results . . . . greenspaces in Fife.

A total of 164 species were recorded. The diversity of the sites ranged from 6 Management  (particularl

In each urban greenspace : : . : S P y

the  ofmem e of species on closely mown sward in a cemetery, to 26 in damp neutral grassland in mowing height and

grassland  habitat  were a park in Glenrothes. Two sites had 27 species recorded from one quadrat, both frequency) varied and had a

identified, and a 2m x 2m with some form of disturbance - in one case a large Impafct on thfe nucrjnber

quadrat was recorded in each recently fallen tree, and in the other, wildflowers il and type of species found.
one. 38 quadrats were had been added into the existing sward. 2 S NS were observed in seven

recorded in total. The habitat
description followed the fine

categories of the NPMS Native species were recorded more frequently

(NPMS G“icl'snce ?Otis’ than neo- or archaeophytes (Fig 1), and were
2015). A walkover of the more abundant.

whole site was also carried
out to identify any Invasive
Non-Native species (INNS).

of the greenspaces, including:

* Reynoutria japonica
(Japanese Knotweed),

* Heracleum
mantegazzianum (Giant
Hogweed),

* Rhododendron ponticum,

* (Cotoneaster sp,

* Leycesteria formosa

120

_ e (Himalayan honeysuckle).
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