Scottish Bramble Project

The death of Rubus referee David Welch earlier this year and of George Ballantyne
two years before has provoked the bramble community to redouble efforts
to promote interest in these plants among botanists in Scotland

1. An illustrated Handbook of Scottish Brambles is in preparation
with guidance on identification, photos and distribution maps, a key to field ID,
notes on the history of bramble studies in Scotland, dispersal and distribution,

ecology, nomenclature, glossary and bibliography, etc.

Rubus ulmifolius schott Elm-leaved bramble Series Discolores

Sample pages from the
species accounts

We have just over 50 species
in Scotland

“enough to be interesting

without being daunting”

David Welch

Target publication: April 2025

2. We are setting up an accessible reference library of photos
illustrating the characters needed for identification of all Scottish species

3. We are appealing to everyone to send bramble photos for identification
A set of 4 or 5 photos is usually enough for successful ID
You get a good record and the photos join the library to help others
We all gain a better understanding of bramble distribution

Please send photos as email attachments or share in Dropbox to Angus Hannah
butesedge@yahoo.co.uk

Angus says:

I ran a very successful pilot in vc72 this year with Chris Miles, which resulted in
more than 100 new localised bramble species records for Dumfriesshire, where
previous records were only hectad level other than for R. fruticosus aggregate.



