
Why Do Plant Names 
Change?

An introduction to taxonomy and nomenclature.
OR

How to give yourself a headache without even trying.



Bufonaria borisbeckeri



Coloborhynchus spielbergii



Scaptia beyonceae



Agathidium bushi, 
A. rumsfeldi, E. cheneyi



Dypsis mcdonaldiana





Linnaea borealis - Twinflower
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International Botanical Congress
Nomenclature Section



Code Principles

●Each species defined by a 
type specimen.
●Each species name is 
unique to that type.
●Start date 1st May 1753.
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Types

●Specimen to which name 
is permanently attached.
●New names are invalid if 
not attached to a type.
●Old (pre-1930) names are 
not invalid if not typified.
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Names

●Permanently attached to a 
type specimen.
●Earliest name takes 
priority.
●To be valid the rules must 
be followed.



Creating a Valid name



Euphrasia foulaensis

●Found by W.H. Beeby on 
Foula in 1887.



Euphrasia foulaensis

●Found by W.H. Beeby on 
Foula in 1887.
●Named by him 
“Euphrasia 
hammerfeldiana”, but only 
on an herbarium label.  
Not “effectively 
published”.
●





Euphrasia foulaensis

●Found by W.H. Beeby on 
Foula in 1887.
●Named by him 
“Euphrasia 
hammerfeldiana”, but only 
on an herbarium label.  
Not “effectively 
published”.
●Published by Wettstein in 
Leipzig in 1896 as 
Euphrasia foulaensis.



Euphrasia foulaensis

●Wettstein's originals 
untraced.
●Beeby's specimens 
discovered in 2013.



No name



Euphrasia frigida

●Named by H.W. Pugsley 
in 1930.
●Pugsley published the 
type in 1933.
●The typification is 
invalid!



Euphrasia frigida = 
Euphrasia foulaensis



Summary of the Confusion

●Plant we know as 
Euphrasia foulaensis
needs a new name.



Summary of the Confusion

●Plant we know as 
Euphrasia foulaensis
needs a new name.
●E. foulaensis 1896, E. 
frigida 1930.
●Plant we know as 
Euphrasia frigida is really 
named Euphrasia 
foulaensis.






	Why Do Plant Names Change?
	Bufonaria borisbeckeri
	Coloborhynchus spielbergii
	Scaptia beyonceae
	Agathidium bushi, �A. rumsfeldi, E. cheneyi
	Dypsis mcdonaldiana
	Slide Number 7
	Linnaea borealis - Twinflower
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	International Botanical Congress�Nomenclature Section
	Code Principles
	Types
	Names
	Creating a Valid name
	Euphrasia foulaensis
	Euphrasia foulaensis
	Slide Number 19
	Euphrasia foulaensis
	Euphrasia foulaensis
	No name
	Euphrasia frigida
	Euphrasia frigida = �Euphrasia foulaensis
	Summary of the Confusion
	Summary of the Confusion
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28

