
What are referees asked about 

orchids?
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Some recurring themes

New kids on the block



Upton, near Didcot, March 2022



Himantoglossum robertianum, Giant Orchid



Himantoglossum robertianum, Giant Orchid



Serapias parviflora, Small-flowered Tongue-orchid

Penlee Point, Cornwall (2008)



Roof garden, Nomura building, London (2021)



Serapias parviflora, Small-flowered Tongue-orchid

Mark Patterson, Nomura



Scrubby grassland, Tiptree, Essex (2020)



Serapias lingua, Tongue-orchid, Tiptree 2020



Side of M20 motorway, Kent, 2021



Serapias vomeracea, Large-flowered Tongue-orchid



Mystery Serapias, Wyken, Suffolk (2021)



Wildflower garden, near Sheffield, 2021



Serapias cordigera, Heart-shaped Tongue-orchid



Some recurring themes

New kids on the block

Expanding natives



Side of gravel pit, St Albans, Herts (2016)



Side of gravel pit, St Albans, Herts (2016)



Orchis militaris, Military orchid



Orchis militaris, Military orchid

2016 2019

2020



The relentless march of Himantoglossum hircinum

Braughing 2020 Letchworth 2022 Baldock 2022



The relentless march of Himantoglossum hircinum

St Albans 2021



The relentless march of Himantoglossum hircinum

East Herts 2022



The relentless march of Himantoglossum hircinum



The genus Dactylorhiza

on Anglesey 

Ian Denholm



Dactylorhiza praetermissia

(Southern Marsh-orchid) 

new to Anglesey in June 

2013

(Tim Rich/Ian Bonner)



Northward spread of Dactylorhiza praetermissa

2000 2020



Northward spread of Dactylorhiza praetermissa:

Genetic implications

Hi Ian,

Could you have a quick look at the attached? This is a problematic site 

near to here as there are plants that look like SMO, NMO and some 

puzzling hybrids with CSO. See what you think.

(Email from Kevin Walker, 2022)



Briscoe Rigg, North Yorkshire (former stronghold of NMO)

SMO SMO
Prob SMO x CSO



Likely introgression between NMO and SMO at a site near Hull



Some recurring themes

New kids on the block

Expanding natives and genetic implications

Morpho-mimics: the problem with Pugsley’s



Narrow-leaved or Pugsley’s Marsh-orchid, 

D. traunsteinerioides



Dactylorhiza

traunsteinerioides

distribution as depicted in 

Atlas 2020



Max Bog, North Somerset: Meadow 1



Max Bog, North Somerset: Meadow 2



Max Bog, North Somerset: Meadow 3



Some recurring themes

New kids on the block

Expanding natives and genetic implications

Morpho-mimics: the problem with Pugsley’s

Morphological oddities



Dactylorhiza fuchsii var. rhodochila

(Telford 2010)

Analagous un-named variant of 

Dactylorhiza praetermissa (Tony Mundell)



Epipactis helleborine var. monotropoides

Is this a Ghost orchid?



Some recurring themes

New kids on the block

Expanding natives and genetic implications

Morpho-mimics: the problem with Pugsley’s

Morphological oddities

Nomenclatural conundra(ums)



Irish Marsh-orchid: ‘occidentalis’ morphology

Ballyheige, Co. Kerry (2013)



Irish Marsh-orchid: ‘kerryensis’ morphology

Barleycove, Co. Cork (2009)





Dactylorhiza

traunsteinerioides

distribution as depicted in 

Atlas 2020



Dactylorhiza traunsteinerioides subsp. traunsteinerioides

Juggerhawe, N. Yorks (2014)



Dactylorhiza

traunsteinerioides

distribution as depicted in 

Atlas 2020



Dactylorhiza traunsteinerioides subsp. francis-drucei

Luskentyre, Harris (2013)



Dactylorhiza

traunsteinerioides

distribution as depicted in 

Atlas 2020



Dactylorhiza traunsteinerioides subsp. francis-drucei var. ebudensis

North Uist (2007)



Narrow-leaved (or Pugsley’s) Marsh-orchid

Dactylorhiza traunsteinerioides (Pugsley) R.M. Bateman & Denholm

Subsp. traunsteinerioides
Subsp. francis-drucei

Var. francis-drucei
Var. ebudensis



Narrow-leaved (or Pugsley’s) Marsh-orchid

Dactylorhiza francis-drucei (Wilmott) Averyanov

Subsp. francis-drucei
Var. francis-drucei
Var. ebudensis

Subsp. traunsteinerioides R.M. Bateman & Denholm comb. nov.



Some recurring themes

New kids on the block

Expanding natives and genetic implications

Morpho-mimics: the problem with Pugsley’s

Morphological oddities

Nomenclatural conundra(ums)

I’m sorry I haven’t a clue



Aughinish, Co. Limerick (2009)



Co. Offaly (2022) (Fiona Devery)

‘offaly’ difficult to identify!


