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BSBI News keeps you informed of the latest

botanical finds and changing ideas on taxonomy

Myosotis stricta Link ex Roem. & Schult. {Upright Forget-me-not) new for Britain and Ireland

Myosotis stricta Link ex Roem. & Schult. (Upright
Forget-me-not) new for Britain and Ireland

ANDY JONES, FRED RUMSEY & MNEIL FORBES

i Yollowing the short note on carly M century

ies strcder chiscovered in the BA

specimens of 1y
herbarium (Jones & Rumsey, 20019, ane of us (NF
miade a repeated seanch of Sandscale Haws NNE,

[rom where the first specimen was found, and finally

identified a likely eandidate (confiemed by FJR} in
hl:l} 010 This pron e 1o T it ol avery symall
populauon of 10 13 plams, confined w a parrow,
species-rich habitat. We have subsequently scarched

this farge area and lound only two other sul-sives,

laringing the Sandscale population w lewer than 30
plants, M. stacta s not sinee been found in sumveys

of other dune sites in west Wales (AL south-west,

north-west and north-cast England (AL Phill Brown,
Witlnew Tskand, This

supgests a very rare and potenially valnerable plant,

]-i]{ . ing ||||]i|t'_; I::'i]_'|i||n|||

lauan it conled siill be easily ovedooked in extensive
arvas of apparenily suitable habita elsewhere,
Beaders should book forasmall 005500 12.00cm
high plant, with a distinetive grey, hoary appeamnce
(caused by the numerons, almost microscopically
|'1‘I|3L|'[| !Iillll'\ (114} :l:l.' stems .I.|||| tl';'.ll I||l[l|'|-'\;l!|"\
and very upright inflorescence and capsules,
inflorescence axis has some conspicuous patent
hairs and the capsules, which are a linde hwger
than those of M. mmostsima, are almost sessile.
The preferved habin ot Sandscale appears o Is
sunny: south-fweang areas ol decalcibed Ded dunes,
with numerous associates, including Vg foscicufata
i Dune Fescue !, f'_}ul,'-n'a'rl}u'ul,'hJ.'J'me."r.—.'r Portlanel S|1|||'_:|' 3
and espeetally Swtrechie ribifrmis Sand-hill Serew-
s A Sandscale s very rane compared w the
relatively abumdant V. ramtesissmia, i scarching

amongst populations of VL rmastotme 15 perhaps a

woaed wary 1o discover fnrther pogpulations of W sédela
in Brivain and Ircland — i they exist, Further details

will appear soom in Bratidh & fresh Hafmry bt we refer
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Mycsetis stricta (Upright Forget-me-not), May 2021.
Phill Brown

readers tothe carlier published notes and illustration

Jemes & Rumsey, 2019,

LY

R. Andrew Jones

aberystwyth1234@gmail.com

Fred J. Rumsey
Rumsey2021@outlook.com

Changimg ideas of Changing Forget-me-not and evidence for Myosotis dubia

Changing ideas of Changing Forget-me-not and
evidence for Myosotis dubia

ANDY JONES

~ASY 10 FCCOgTise

i Torget-me-nots (Vo spp,) ane
J ;

as a group, but less so as specics, "W, amensts,
ramosicenm and 1..".'.1.u’,:”.' run into one gnother” (sell
& Murrell, 20000 aund so oo do M. fiva, secunda and
searfriisbes v the extent that, even relaively recenly
feg Bentham & Hooker, T915), held suides could
desenbe them as one single specics, OF the other
commanly-encountered forget-me-nois, W discofar
CRTLSOMCLIes | ||1i'.\ lw L e arsatedd from W ramosiama
on small pollen differences (Chater pers. comm

in Scll & Murrell, 20007 althougl this must by

a relatively rare occurrence (e.g with daed-up or

neral, M diseadar s on

damaged specimens]. In
the more distinetive species, with vellow or eream-

henee s

coloured owers than e blue wirh ag
commaon name Changing Forpet-me-not),

For all this, there do seem o be differences within
M. diseador 5.1, apart from the presence of vellow or
1'il'.l|'|1-l'(l]u||lc1§ ”0\'\11'.\. -”n'-«l' ANe ed mcnl inn-:'t’E
or illastrated in many field guides and references,
prham, Tunn & Warburg (1952, Riss-Cran
(155 Rose (2006 Poland & Clenaen (20200, eic.,

but various authors have recognised two distinet
variants with ditfering flower colour, corolla wicdih
and eanline leaves ( |;=.]3|:.|n1, Tutin & Moore, 1987
Sell & Murvell, 2006}, and also habitat Silverside,
1998), called *sul =, disealer Pers.” ancd '\Illl\]i, b
(Arrond.) Blase” (Table 1.

Unfortunately, however, these differences are noy
always present inall individuals aned populations of
M. il
(e

or 5.1 The habatac is by no means delinin

r. 200100 some vellow-flowered plants lack

Table 1. Main differ

Figure 1. 'Myosotis discolor subsp, discolor’ (left)
and "M. discolor subsp. dubia’ (nght) in cultivation,
before subsp. dubia has reached its full height,

4 Agril (3-inch pot for scale). Andy Jones

nees of Myesatis discolor subspecies, as described in field guides

! creamy-white

M. § Corolla at first pale  Up to 4mm At lsast the upper Dy, sandy or peaty ground,
to golden yellow pair opposite atc.
Caorolla at firat Less than 2mm All alternate Damp, base-poor pastures,

muddy tracks, ate.
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BSBI News offers helpful plant identification

resources: in this issue we focus on mints

Problems with identification in Mentha

Problems with identification in Mentha

BOB LEANEY

On-- of the most difficult problems regularly
encountered during Norfolk Flora Group
(NFG) surveys is the separation of Meuthe arcensis
Corn Mint) from M. % verticillata (Whorled Minu),
This has been the stimulus e the present account,

Bt thvere avre ailso reepuent problems in distnguishing

ane polyploidy further complicates the picture. Even
M spteata, although given specilic status, is probably
an old hybead bevween VL siaeolens ane M fongifufia
amed 15 Just as variable as the recent hybrids,

The hybrids deale with in the Key have the
lollonving parentage:

Problemns with identification in Mentha

MENTHA VISUAL KEY (see p.16)

Mints 1-6: Stems without terminal
inflorescence

1=2 Lower stem leaves <12(15)mm long
34 Lower stern leaves 15-30mm long
5-6 Lower stem leaves 30-80mm long

Mints 7-12: Stems with terminal inflorescence
7-8 Leaves petiolate (peticles >3mm)

9-10 Leaves subsessile (petiales <3mm); leaf
teath acute;

11-12 Leaves subsessile; teeth blunt to subacute

bevween M, spieate (Spearmim) and M. X piperaia Mentha » veriicillate (Whorled Mint): M. amensis |

Peppermin)
aware th Problerns with identification in Mentha

L Lhal

thant cliscussig

aboun the sof Meantha susvaclens v
Discussio M. x villosa

are also regu Mentha susveolens (lefi,

Carcassone, SW France.
Mate small statune, dark-
green, shiny, strongly bullate,
ovate to suborbicular

leawes; conical terminal
inflorescence with white
flowers, Bob

Mentha = villasa (nght),

LK. Much talber, with mid
griy-grean, dull, shahtly
ballat and wery hairy heaves;
terminal infloresconce
cylindrical, with flowers tiny
and pink. Mike Crewe

Al

ihe picture, |

1) and &

on very diffic
M. = pracilis
onee seen al
oeeur in Nojy
in cultivation
clewhere, a
soith-west o

The old
Round-leay
Min) will als
is sprading » Fiaiiha Arerah e
verticillsta

Mentha arvensis {eft) and
Mentha = verticillata {right]
from Hooks Well Meadows
£551, W. Norfolk (v.c. 28).
Both plants with no terminal
inflarescence and very hairy.
Simnilar structure and habit,
with medium-sized leaves,
but M. x verticillata showing

in the south-
b mis-recon

sirmilar, ban o

Taxonomy
There are on
ane Ireland;
M. suareolens

- broacly rounded 1o truncate
of the ather
leaf bases as spotting
regular oceut feature; identification
between the confirmed by calyx length
and shape. Bob Leaney

Sangifolier (Hog
to occurin th

all very difficult characters o elicit. Botanists oot and s wsually particulady tall and unbranched; AL
Larmilizar wath Mentha = grmeifs aned ML % awpilivme e X gracilis can have red stems, but always seems o

* Height<12em

* Procumbent, mat-

forming, rooting at
nodes

Q58
"I

Leaves tiny (<7 mm
long), suborbicular,
entire

s <6 flowers per node
* Calyx bell-shaped, teeth 1L___/"— < -ﬂ
equal, 1-1.5mm long eSS

1. Mentha requienii

® Height <30cm

Erect to procumkbzent, not.
mat-farming

Lower stem |leaves small,
alliptic, subentire

Calyx wbular to bell-
shaped, hairs in throat,
2=3.0rnm lang

Lower 2 calyx teeth narrow
and longar

» =6 flowaers per node

2. Mentha pulegium

& Haight 10=15(40lcm
* Erect to decumbent

* Leaves ovate, cuneate-based, deeply toothed (et
M. pulegium; always very hairy

¢ Calyx bell-shaped, 1.5-2.5mm long, densely long-
hairy (hairs in throat); teeth equilateral tiangular

3. Mentha arvensis

* Height, habitat, leaf size and hairiness
asin M. arvensis

* Leaves ovate, rounded 1o truncate
based, loveer stem leaves medium
sized

* Calyx tubular, 2.5-3.5 mm long;
sparsely to densely long hairy; teeth

i Tidin T Frif

4. Mentha x verticallata {arv. x agu.}
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‘Introducing my vice-county’ is an occasional popular feature
providing an in-depth look at the rare and other charismatic
plants and habitats in a particular area of Britain and Ireland

INTRODUCING MY VICE-COUNTY: |sle of Wight {v.c. 10}

rlans) of Ombancle froidis (Oxongue Broomrape)
which are casily seen, This is Britain's rarest native
broomrape: the enly other site being in Kent.
Coemfranelie amaredla subsp. angfica (Eardy Gengan)
is also preseon in good numbers in GBvourable vears
on the thin south facing chalk slopes, The clill
edge is a good place o see Matthiofle feana Hoary
Stack) which, weether with Labnlama srartiome (Sweet

Alison) has been known from here sinee at least

Victoran times. Houry Swock wis firse recoreled

Melampyrumn arvense (Field Covw-wheat), St Lawrence

H : : 51 Lawrenee and in disturbed ground of a garden,
) These ave the only surviving UK “native” sites for : ¢
—— = j this plam which s classihiee as a neophve. 3 d ; .. o 7
e o The Navonal Trust downland ridge a the
I NTROD UCI N G MY VlCE-COU NTY western end of the Island CRCOMPHISSCs SOme of Matthiola incana [Hoary Stock), Afton Down.
our most spectacular seenery, wrminaing in the

ISIe Of nght {VC .] 0] warrlel-limaous Needles chalk stacks and hghnhouse,  here i 1823, Westwards of Freshwater Bay the
Itis also a bowanically rich
COLIN POPE

The Military Road  long swewch ol downland and chalk heath w the

crosses Alton Down cast of Freshwaer ]!-it‘_\-. The  Needlesis also |]Iln|u|'l'il . f'fl'rullJ'fr:f#ﬁ'a’rr.'-ﬂm; .'-Illjhl:.

INTRODUCING MY VICE-COUNTY: (sle of Wight fv.c. 10) roadsice verge here has a large population (over T peleteriota (Shagay Mouse-car) grows on the elilliop
T he Lsle of Wight is the langest and sceond m
populons island of’ England, 1t is a couniy in spectac
own right and not pan of Iilmiw-hin-, {rom whicl Iher's
is separated by the Solent, Theee vehicle ferry a The |'_"
twor catinaran services provide regular links w llllJ'li'I 1
i = e % F Y
the maindand, The Island (as w0 relerred 1o AP
;i i S pest ol
resicentsl, is roughly rhomboae in shape ad eov pHangs
; = . 4 4 = : : . ol u 1"_\
an JJI-.Inl .i”"kl_‘l'l ].v.fJ SO J'!.I:Ih s fised du
are diverse and it is ofien described as the anly
miniatre’, A chalk ridge mins east/west unimpr
I<band wrminating in The Needles chalk stack violet) £
the western end and Culver clifl atthe castern ¢ papulat
Tothe nonh of the chalk rdge, clays predomin thee shiow
Lo the south, sandy soils are widespread, A secofd d il e ¥ Counteilturiny
smaller chalk outerop at the southern end af 5 of the n Part of the large colony of Orobanche picridis (Oxtongue Broomrape) at Afton Down
Islaned reaches a maximum heighn of 24 met um:-:._'u..
at St Bomilace Dosvn abaove YVeninon The southe Centaurea cyanus (Comflower) and Glebionis II;.l‘ ‘“.W
astline able with eroding i, The I segetum (Com Marigold) at Cridmarne, ol unin
coastline is unsiable with croding clifls, The nonhe [eand T BSBI NEWS 153 | April 2023 41

I'I'I.‘-I 'I.‘\lﬁ' l'r' L] i i‘- """. 5 ¥
sastline is low lving aned estwarine in characien Another noteworthy arable species is Conames— on the 3

cranus (Cornflowers, Uniil recently, o few sandy  practios

™ Bichds wist of Bleak Doawn, HrlnLle'\l., wiere buae and  woaal of




Other regular sections include book reviews; news and

announcements from BSBI; and a round-up of plant records from

across England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales.

CREVEWS

Compiled by Clive Stace, Book Reviews Editor

Apgpletree House, Larters Lane, Middlewood Green, Stowmarket, IP14 5HB

catace@btinternet.com

— Waterford, was completed
e Flora of in 2008, the year recording
County Wexford cemmenced for the Wexford

heavily on the shoulders of the

meshls s el Dins il VRl o mnal

Baual Gy Compiled by Pete Stroh
eter.stroh@bshi.
Flora of Cour 3 e
Paul Grean
Paul Green, Ney

Wesford, 20230 ENGLAND

595, with numen

Flora, The county is “thin on active
recorders’ so recording has fallen

COUNTRY ROUNDUPS

i3 now down o just nine plants at
its anly known site in Britain and
Ireland.

The comprehensiveness af
tha species accounts for difficult

and critical plants is consistently
B B T 1.1 /P Yy

coloured photog fter 20 years of intensive Pl t Aﬂa i
ISBM $7R13999] fialdwaork resulting in an S 2020 ?,:::::
closs to 30 million reconds, Mapping Changes in the Distribustion of the
Wex!ord isg fallowed by cne pandemic and British and Irish Flora
coveding | three years of checking maps,
monads. Most g analysing data, drafting and
and higher hills editing species accounts, and 8
sicly, with Moun thousand-and-one other tasks
795m. Its southy that come with a venture of this
mrrging ane fring sort, Plant Atlss 2020 has been
coastline, with n published. Although the offer of
any other krish o a 50% discount to BSBI members
since the 19905 frnishwed at the end of March, the
pristine habitats two-volume book can still be
of been destroy purchased with & 30% discount
heathland have to BSBI membaers (see bsbiorg/
badly, with an e atlas-2020). The online atlas, which
of this habitat contains stacks of additianal
canverted aitha information, charts and photo
or conifer plant galleries, is now also availabla
cover large trac) ta view anfine at babi.org/plant-
Much of the rich atlas-2020. The man results of
been shaded ol the survey, which as you might
of trres, and thy expeict do not make particulardy
natural grasslan happy reading, are presented
1o coastal eliff-u in two summiary reparts lone for
Paul Green hy Britain, ona for Ineland) which can Vaolume 1
threelrishFlora e accessed via links on the home P A Stroh, K, 1 Walker, T, A, Hunepheey, (B}
pege of the online atlas, May | 0. I Pserdt & B Hurbmar R e

take this cppertunity to again
B4 BSHI MEW thank you very much far your
time and efforts during the atlas
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r— project

balow, waiting for just the right
condibons ta emenge; or it could

Plant Atfas 2020 is the

thought wa knaw it all. Happily,
thare are & number of nice finds ta

¢ Botanical Society
N of Britain & Ireland

culmination of the mast have bean missed simply because  report since the last roundup - all
comprehensive survey undertaken it was the wrong tme of year — of them missing from Plant Atlas
of the British and Irish flora, but Ficaria verna [Lesser Celandine) 2020, of cowrse - and some of
that doesn't mean we now know in August springs to mind. And, tham really quite notable.

the location of each plantof every  perhaps conwary to popular Cine place they really have
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