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Feature articles in BSBI News look at the changing
flora of heathland and suburban gardens

Peninsula
ERIC GREENWOOD

r I The Wirral peninsula (v, 38, Cheshire) extends

lor 27km (17 miles) north-west of Chester
It is & 15 km (58 miles) wide and is bounded on
the north-east side by the Mersev estuary, on the
south-west side by the Diee estuary and on the north-
wesl hiil’l' 1::\ the Trish Sea, lellit!i: |3:|L‘:|E||'| to the
Mersey and Dee estvarics are two low sandsione
ridges, Nearest o the Mersey are Bidston, Oxion
and Storeton heaths, whils on e Dee sicde there
are Grange Hill (West Kirbwl, Caldy, Irby and
Thurstaston Comumons and Heswall Common.
Large portions of these heaths were exoant in 20022
bt Heswall is [agmened o the Beacons, the
Drales and Cleaver Heahwith smaller fragmenis a
Poll Hall, Wlatfield Conn

FRELETRL™S B

i anel elsewhere, As dieir

werest heaths reler to e B on acid soils

supponting ericaceous dwarl shrubs such as Callura

viefgarss {Heathern, Within this dominant vege iation

there may be variation with wetter and drier pans
and even localised mive and [lushed areas, In areas
with decper soils farms were established within the

heath, e.g Benry Farm ar Thurstaston or Dale Farm

Changes to the heath vegetation of the Wirral

Above: Bidston Heath in 2022 from near whare
Ellis tock his phato (see p. 5. Tha trees have
completely hidden the mill. Barbara Greenwood

at Heswall, Burdest’s map of Wireal (1777, Figure |

shows the ]Il'iIL]I\ CTTsS |'-:|\v'|] 1:_\ [L:u'li\,

In aclddivion 1o those on the sandstone outcrops

other heaths in the southecast of the peninsula

include Thormton Commeon and Flan Heal,
Willastan, but Burdew’s map indicates further
Tragrrne s around Brimsuge, Neston and Eastham.
These heaths were situated on boulder chw onerdyving

sanclstone b so 15 85 known there were no rock

exposures. Leaching of the basie clay must have
ovcurred over many vears W give rise o heatls, or
alternatively the heaths developed on les calereous
alacial sands and gravels, Anderson (202 1) desenbed
a similar sinmion with the development of heaths
on the limestone platean of the Peak Disired.
Whatever the substrawe, heaths have an
anthropogenic origin as grazed common lands,

Without grazing they would be deciduous wooddland
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The flora of a suburban garden and change over time

The flora of a suburban garden and change over time

TONY F. MARSHALL
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The fiara of a suburban garden and change over time

Plate 3. Same maadow as
Plate 2 and wood edge, in
Juna just before cutting,
inchuding Dryopteds filis-
mas (Male-fern), Conyfus
avellana [Hazel), Euphovbia
amygdaloides Wood
Spurge, Batuls pendula
{Silver Birch), 5ilane

dicica (Rad Campicn),
Leucanthemum vulgare
{Oweye Daisy), Ranunculus
repons (Meadow
Buttercup), Hypericum
androsaemum (Tutsan),
Hesperis matronalis

{Dame 2-viclet), Alium
rogeum (Rosy Garlicl and A,
triguetrum (Three-comered
Garlic).

Plate 4. Same meadow

84 ghown in Plate 1, June,
with Oxeye Daisy, Rumax
acarosa (Common Somel,
Crepis vesicaria (Beaked
Hawk's-beard) and a
multitude of grass species.

Tealminees and maero-fungn, incidentally) Tl willow

is pollarded every three or four years - Tleave it in

weanse twice it has been visited by cge-

rple Emperors. Each winter Dintend wodig

aver the “cultivated” avea, but recenn deoughe aned

the Dhad stony ¢
s
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BSBI News offers plant identification resources aimed
at both beginners and more experienced botanists

BEGINNER'S CORNER

Making sense of mouse-ears

MIKE CREWE

e and highly diverse plant family,

r ] The |
Carvophyllaceae, contiins a4 great many
species that we know as pinks, campions, chickweeds,

catchillys, stichworts ane the ke, Within this rather

Bewilder

1 wealth of species sits a lode g

O
knomwn as the monse-cars, inthe genos Cevasfiom.
The mousc-cars get their name [rom their
noticeably hairy leaves, which are usually simple,
ronncled and do incleed look ke ke mouse’s ears
an some specics. This overall hairiness sets them
apart from otherwise rather similar groups such as
chickweeds and sitichworts and so is a good sianing

clentilication,

ars have white Howers with (usually ) five
stvles and |

divided or nowched an the . There are 11 n]lu'in

i !ﬁli'.I.I\l'lﬁl'l'.llh.-[-lll'|'!l'|.ll’\<l:l' partly

o Il'Jlu‘_\ |]b;||:|:|ﬁ| on the BSBL website and covered

i Stace's Horas thiree qwri:' e ol Iiedver altinde,

largely confined to Scotland but also rare in Wales
and Morthern England; these are Alpine Mouse-ear
(Cerastimn alpimen), Avctic Mouse-car (€ nigreseens

and Starwort Mousc-car (O, cermefrmides), Dwarl

Litthe Mouse-ear {Cerastium
sermidecandrum). Joha Norton

Monse-c

of chalky grassland from the south coast northwared

or Iocalised native

rid, I.'lr.'.u.'rﬁmf 10

tor the Cotswolds and Northamptonshire: Grey
Mousc-car (€, frackypefalum) 1s 2 rare mroduction,
perhaps curvently known from just nwo locations and
f‘i:um-‘:n-\unlInm' 1 fsiem et | 1S 0L COMIMOonN L;'.ul]rll
escape, but rather differenn wo the other mouse-cars
in bhaving densely white-lairy stems that creep w
forim large patches and unlikely 1o be confosed with
the native species covered here, This leanes uswith a

manageable fve species likely to be enconntered by

I o Britain and Treland

winners throughou mu
though some are rather local in Ireland) with Sticky,
Linile and Sea Mouse-cars being the three tha can
be most confusing. Spring is the tme o look for
these livde gems, with some species starting v fower

as ecarky as hanch,

The five commoner species
Each of the five commoner species is described
helow, but it is waorth first noiing their habiiai

choiee and growth stvle, We have two species that
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lvy confusions?

ALISON RUTHERFORD
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Common bey enjoys mortared walls, but does poordy
on acid soils. Mlanic vy on the other hand, is
hapyry o acied soils and canbe found among granite
Boudders, Bracken Perdiom apuiomm) and Gorse
(Llex emaprenes). Irish vy &5 frequently goown and
widely naturalised. It is found in hedges, woodlands
anel garden dumping spots, s pos fussy abaout soals,

st mest Boninnel an aluinde

Locking at the hairs

In Commuon by the hairs are like o sea anemone
a e stadk winh the rays like wntacles brisding
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wasier tha a 202 but iry different ones and differeni

degrees of light. Lt is not m ry Lo count the
ravs of the hairs to distinmish Common Ivy from

Irisls or Adamie Ivve Even with the naked eyve jor

in i chose-up phato as in Figure 2 is possible 1o

discern whether ] see] iy Trom the

surfaee or lving [lat
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Figure 2. The hairs of Common lvy (tap) can cleady
b seen rising from the surface, making it look
*hairy’, The hairs of Atlantic hy and Irsh vy (bottom]

are flattened. Michae! Philip

this s the onby chance of reaching Mt ane

i hall am howr helons

the eytings i eold wier

prepariing them,




BSBI News reports on the latest plant finds from across

Britain & Ireland: from new county records of native species

to recent discoveries of escaped and naturalised plants.

ENTIVES & ALIENS

Adventives & Aliens News 28

Compiled by Matthew Berry

Flat 2, Lascelles Mansions, B-10 Lascelles Terrace, Eastbourne, BN21 4BJ

m.berry15100@btinternet.com

t s with considerable pleasure thar 1 ineclude
l;l record [or Sagittaria subulata (Narrow-leaved
Arrowhead) at Shortheath Common (vie. 12),
alier having previously reported its very probable
extinetion at the sitein 2017 (see Adventives & Aliens
News L1, preamble, BSEF News 135: 67).

Similarly, it was a considerable relicf 1o sce a
conple of very recent records for Clardies fornoceplialis
(Plymouth Thisile) ar Plymomh Hoe (vie
BSBI Distributon Database (DD,
Eil'l'lll('[] lllil“ sl |Ji1llll;l soane [2"]“ s "\.[I'\'l'[lill\“.\
& Alicns News 10, preamble, BSBE News 154 40).

The only other poinn 1 would make concerns
Chenafrodim berfandiert (Pitseed Gooseloot). There

3} in the

ter what

is some small su tion that it might be on the

increase (see ve, 561 To make sure it 15 not evading
detecuon as todd” O, albwm (Fa-hen) the carelul
mirm\rnpir examination of fruiting |;{'|‘i'.||ll}| anid

seed testa will be necessary.

V.c.3 (S. Devon)

Nigella ﬁf'\f.vrr.lirrr L. (Fennel-flower), Newton Abbot
ISKBHTT28), 164672022, R, Smith, . Day & P
Sansum (dew | Day): in a reseeded roadside belosw
Highweek, [t differs from the much more Gumiliar
N damascena (Lowe-in-a-mist) in having flowers
that lack a leaf-like imvolucre and follicles fused
for c. two-thirds of their length (vs [used 1o up):
and from N, galfien Jordan (Pale Fennel-lHower) in
its densely glandular follicles and larger Howers
4-5em vs 2-3.5em) than are bright blue (vs pale
blue wo whinshl, The un]v_.' ‘mexdern’ record ean find
details for is one on a Guildiord refuse up e 17
from 19735, Leslic (19871, A bird-sced casual, it has
abso heen @ garden annual and can presumably be

Papaver atlanticurn, Mortharm, Morth Deven {w.e. 4),
Bob Kirby

a constituent of wild Hower mixes. Clement et al.
2005): 9.

,l][r.'.-wfa conifodia (Heart-leal’ l['i'l'l!;ll'll_, Drawlish
SX96287609), 19/8/2022, P Pullen (conf, 1.
Bennallick & D, Cann): nanuralised on sea eliffs. New
tove 3. A |wn-|||1i.'|], 5, Alncan succulent | Avzoaceae

of spreading habit tha has ovate, papillose leaves

and purplish-red flowers up to e 2em across, A not
frost hardy garden plant established in coastal sites
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ADVENTIVES & ALIENS: Artemisia austroyunnanensis Y. Ling & Y.R. Ling in w.c. 16

Artemisia austroyunnanensis Y. Ling & Y.R. Ling
(‘Giant Mugwort’) in v.c. 16 (West Kent)

RODNEY BURTON

A tamectng of the Kent Botanical Recording
£ N Group, led by Sue Buckingham and mysell; on
4 August 2016, 13 membeers assembled in the private
car park of a shooting club near the northern corner
of Dartford Marshes (ve 16, W, Kent). Becs
ol its remoteness this area had lew recent re
compired with the Crayford side of the tidal rver

Daremt which has a much used nght of way, b
it was known to have several habitats with great
potential. The car park was not one of these habitats,
and I was eager to leave it, but one extraordinary
plant commanded attention, Iis great height and
width were evident in compa rison with Halminthotieas
eclioider (Brisly Ostongue) and Trplasospermion
wmodorune (Scentless Mayweed) in front of i (e
phata), but the deail of the capitula and [oliage
showed that it was closely related vo Arfemista vnlogrts
Mugwort . Just as the party was about toomove ofl,
I discovered a much smaller and evidently younger
specimen perhiaps 60 metres away, presumably a
seceling, which indicated the branching pattern of
the plant. It was single-stemmed Tor about 15 em,

then immediately forked two or three times into

branches growing almost horizonally for a short
cistance before wirning 1o vertcal, Presumably
lurther hranching of the plant will result in its shape
at anthesis,

l liilll il]l'L":l(l?' ]I:cl[ll‘ ‘l“' :ll'qllllll.lllillll'l' lF[I llullll
Verdoove belore he published an aceount ol Chinese
Artemista species naturalised inthe Benclux couniries,
50000 was to lum that T sent photographs ol the
unknown plant as email atachmenis, and Sue sent

A pressed specimen by post. He was probably
away colleating specimens for the Belgian national
herbarium, and 1 can forgive him for his fGilure o
conneet the two items lurking in his inbox and in-
tray. Asa pn‘c.‘m(inn, I went back to the f'.'ar])nrl-: on
27 October 1o collect more specimens, which 1 was

The main plant of Artemrsia austroyunnanensis at
Dartford Marshes {v.c. 16), 4 August 2016,
Lhamn Rooney

wmable (o do bhecause all plant material there hadd
been removed. Instead there was a tarmac surface
covering the entire area of the car park.

Much later 1 began my search Tor o name For
this |1|nn¢, No I':nn'qir';m spr‘rin came :u1|..'\1.'h:-rr

near fining, and it was only when a kind friend told
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Other regular sections include book reviews; news and

announcements from BSBI; and a round-up of plant records from
across England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales.

Compiled by Clive Stace, Book Reviews Editor

Appletree House, Larters Lane, Middlewood Green, Stowmarket, IP14 5HB

cstace@btinternet.com
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Hunter, an account of his joumay
around Britain to find all of cur
native archid species within

the space of one year. Later, his
studies completed, he resolved
oy wisat all thae special waldflower
habitats in Britain and lraland.

useful socisties to join (tha B3BI
gels a spacal mention as 'the first
oiganisation to became familier
with’)

Owverall, the book s an
engaging and enjoyable read
It would make a cood oresant L

Compiled by Pete Stroh
peterstroh@bsbi.org

ENGLAND

H aving been invited ta write
the report for this issue of
B581 News, wa are unashamadly
starting with sarne farn news
Firstly, it is with great exciternent
that we report the discovery

by Lours Parkersan of a new
sporophyte of Tichomanes
speciosum [Killarmey Fern) in
West Carmwall [v.c. 1), Although
glckal warming has seen the
praduction of rew plants fram

COUNTRY ROUNDUPS

Botanical Confarence will have
heaard Alison Evans explain her
PhD project an the Dryoptesis
affinis comples [see: bsbiorg/

rish-autumn-maesting agm and
b,

bebiorg/k =1L
conference- lison visited
Merth Somerset [u.e, &) with
Roger Gaolding for two days of
targetad site visits with us, during
which they found Dryoprens
kevryensis {irish Male-fern) and
D peeudadisjuncta, both new to
southem England. Subsequently,

Licnel Pike in South Deven (v.c.3)
has had a specimen found on
Dartmaar canfirmed by Roger

a5 0. pseudedisiuncta and has
subsaguently found a second
plant, Thes spacies was descnbed
by Ken Trewren (2014) as the
scarcest apecies of fern in Britain:
there are now three mong known
plants. Lional has bean studying
this eritecal group of ferns in
depth and has also found D
lacunesa Pitted Male-fern) naw
to Dovan and & new site for

the gamatophyte genaration of
this fern across its British rangs,
this iz one of caly two extant
populations of sporophytes

in southern England (outside
gardens), Another fern which is
rara and declining in southem
Ergland is Gymnocanpium
dryopteriz (Oak Fam): this was
faund by Mark Gurnay in 20146
naw to Dorset (ve 9 and has
recently been confirmed by FJR
1o be still present in plantation
waadland near Ame, Thase
who attendad the lrish Autumn
Meating or the British & Irish

T, 4

: *"‘\q,.
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