Botanical Society of Britain & Ireland’s
Plant Atlas 2020:

Distribution of the

3ritish and Irish Flora

Mapping Changes in the

Plant Atlas 2020, our third plant distribution atlas,
will be published in March 2023.

¢ Thousands of volunteer botanists spent 20 years
surveying wild & naturalised plants across Britain &
Ireland, collecting more than 30 million records

¢ Ourirst (1962) atlas pioneered the use of
‘dot-maps’ aligned to the OS gria

¢+ Our second atlas (2002) consolidated our ground-
breaking approach & international influence

¢ Our third atlas will asses the current state of our
flora & impacts of habitat loss, pollution & climate
change
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O Primula farinosa Birds-eye Primrose
L

A short-lived perennial herb of wet,
usually spring-fed, calcareous flushes

Lancashire on the Carboniferous
limestone, elsewhere there have been
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Plant Atlas 2020 will be published in two

volumes
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springs, and on seeping banks where
slippage has opened up the turf, most
commonly on open marl. A few sites
remain in unimproved, grazed, damp
pasture, where it often fails to flower
due to heavy grazing pressure, or on
the floor of abandoned limestone
quarries. It perennates as resting-buds
and reproduces by seed. 0-570m
(Jeffrey Pot, Wensleydale, North-west
Yorkshire), but generally 200-400 m.
There are a few sites at sea level on
the Durham coast and in Silverdale.

Trends Although P. farinosa remains

years, it has suffered from summer
drought in suboptimal sites, and has
been outcompeted by vigorous forbs,
encouraged by atmospheric nitrogen
deposition. However, it still persists at
lowland sites on the east coast where
its survival depends on the persistence
of spring-fed marls. It is extinct in
Scotland, with a last record from

West Linton (Peebleshire) in 1925.

Biogeography Eurasian Boreal-montane
element, with a disjunct distribution.
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assessment of a century of changes to the
British & Irish flora

»» BSBI members can pre-order copies of the

Atlas via the BSBI website in January 2023

Ceouenbinubleldil i s ** There will be a 50% discount exclusive to

District of Mid-west Yorkshire and
parts of Westmorland and North
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Key refs Baker ef al. (1994), Hambler & Dixon (2003), McKee &
Richards (1998), Stewart et al. (1994).
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A complementary Plant Atlas website will also be
launched in March 2023

¢ Interactive maps will show frequency & distribution
at a variety of scales
¢ Graphics will display the phenology, altitudinal
range & time-series trends for more than 2,700

native & alien species (& hybrids)

s* Aninvaluable resource for conservationists, land
managers, journalists, policy-makers & botanists
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» Available in bookshops from April 2023

Small Scabious
Scabiosa columbaria
L.

A perennial herb of dry, relatively infertile

(Cumberland).

Native in Britain and a neophyte in
Ireland.

Trends

Post-1930 effort-adjusted 10 km trends
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Post-1987 effort-adjusted 10 km trends
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outside of protected areas .

Find out more:
sbi.org/atlas-2020



