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BSBI News features regular articles on the identification of plants,

whether common species or the most challenging taxa.

BEGINMER'S CORMER: Yellow-flowered trefoils and medicks

BEGINNER'S CORNER

Yellow-flowered trefoils and medicks — a guide to our

commoner native species
JOHN NORTON

| hese five vellow-Mowered natve legumes
all resemble clovers i their infoliae leaves

‘lllt] l'l‘l'r|:i1'||_{ |.I'.| .\" ||\.'||.'|]]5. o s .||LI'|I|i||\.

capecially in short wirl and disturbed habitars.

Although Gamiliar to all Botanists, they are a comiman

sonree of confusion o beginners ad even the more
l'h.|:||'t"i|'lll'r(|.. Heve is a shon ;_"ui:h' o the main 11D

Feanures and typical habitats, Potggrapls by the antlon

Lesser Trefoil (Trifolium dubium). The commonest of the three trefoils and found throughout the whole of
Britain and Ireland. Flowerheads are round (globose), less than 1om across, on a long stalk, usually with about
15-20 individual bright yellow flowers (each 34 mm long), but beware poorly developed heads with only

# few flowers, which make it confusable with Least Trefoil. Leaves are glabrous (hairless) above or may have

a few hairs around the margins or underneath, The middle leaflet does not have a green tooth at the apex
like: Black Medick, but there may be a tiny bristle, Occurs in various types of neutral to mildly acidic shon
grassland, which can be dry, or winter-wet; and in disturbed habitats and sometimes urban environmaents,

Least Trefoil (Trifelium micranthum). Similar to Lesser Trefoll but has only & few (2-6) deeper yellow flowers,
which are distinctly smaller (1.5-3mm long), in clustered [not globose] heads, As the name implies a truly
diminutive spacies which rarely grows more than a couple of centimetres tall. Favours well grazed pony fields
and dry acid grassland. Commoan in lowland areas but mainly a coastal plant in Scotland and Ireland.
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The difficult plant problem

TIM RICH

'« hiave @ problem: There are lots of “difficult’

A il.‘il"lll'ﬂ.r [)]ilJli\ llll BI 11} hlll dl(’l\' ane yery

lew botanists able w idenily them, The seale of

the problem is shown in Table 13 wking our il

Hora as about 2700 species, aboun 46% are difficel

o icdentify in one way or another: There are very
few national exXperts and those we do have are
amateurs, vetived ar boty and there ave currently no
taxonomists specialising in the Bravsh fora employed
i any of ourmuseuns oF wiversities, So i youwant
toidentify difficult planes, contribute to hiodiversin

CONSCTVAalionn oF lillll 1w Spe IlL LLIURAY i]l lJIHIN.llJI:\-

will set out some

T to ot yoursell.
approaches for dealing with diflicudi plant groups,
with particular peferenee to dandelions Tarxacun,

There are many reasons why particular plam
groups miay be ditlicult wo idemiby, Hybridisaion is
widespread in some groups (@2 willows Saliv) and
there may he lintle agreement on when variation is
part of the normal specimm ina species or due (o
introgression from one or more relative, et alone

where w dravw the lines between the resuliing taxa,

Dandelion heaven, Wokres Newton 2019, Tim Rich

Some groups are morphologically highly reduced,
resulting in few identilication characters being
available (e.g glassworts Saficorim or duckweeds
L]

Femim), whilst in ol e

hers Teatures only availa v

speecific times of ye

sneeded, such as spring leaves
indandelions, Some species are very vartable, either
genetically (g smooth sow-thistle Sonchus afereen
or covironmentally plastic (e.g leaves of brambles
Rubus in shaded woodlands can look very differem
o the more sypical ones in open habitas) or bols,
There may be unresolved problems where evelution
is ongoing, and the taxonomic reatments have not
ver citnghit up with what is aciually happening (e.g
seurvygrasses Cocfifeana; Gill, 20071 The groups with
a large pumber of species which look superficially
similar such as umbelliters or erucilers) can resalt in

kews having touse Both flowers and fruit characiers,

and specimens ane ofien loand without one or the

other, Finally, some taxa n-prurllu'r npnlnirlir'ﬂlly

e, as direct clones of the mother I\'Mlllii_
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In BSBI News, members report on botanical topics such as
plant conservation, new discoveries and much more...

An exploration of orchid records in the BSBI
database in four regions of the British Isles

Some interesting plant records from a Winchester

allotment
TRISTAN NORTON

n mid-Seprembier 2021 T paie aovasin o Highelifle

Community Allotments in Winchester, a long-

estabdished allotment site in the cast ol the city, just a
few wens of metres inside the ve, L Sowh Hampshire
boundary, 1 had kindly been granted access hy the
Allotment Committee, having asked il Tmight have
a look for interesting plam species, Allotmeins are
olten home wo some i.llll'lc'\llljl'_{ arable \|J-t'l'ir-. CH 1 ”'.‘
lost fromm the wider Garmed Landscape and 1though
that it was well worth alook, especially on the base-
rch soils of the mid-Hampshire chalk. By hunch
Wil |'i“|l|. '-l:l‘l I WS e W ht' ‘li‘ﬁll]lﬂ]i[lll'il,

Like many obder allouments iabout 120 years old
inthis case), the sine is o varied mix of plos growing
vewetables, fruits and Howers from all corpers ol the
globe, Is fair to say that in common with all the
allotment sites Pve visited, there isa high degree of
variability in the ‘weediness” of plots, ranging from
exceptionally neat and tidy oo wholly overgrown, As
ever in life, there is a middle way sweet-spot, ane it
i= ofien the tended bt not-too-tidy plots thai vicld

the best botanical interest,
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Clinopadium nepeta (Lesser Calamint), Winchestar,
South Hampshire {v.c. 11), Septamber 2021,
Photographs by the author

I was soon noting some interesting specics such
as Weasels Snoun .”J‘\ra#lr.l.[n it (I '.l“‘ l||li.l|'
lrequent) and both Round-leaved Fluellen (Aickea
sprareer) and Sharp-leaved Fluellen (A efatineg so
things were looking sood for something even more
interesting turming up.

Pl spent albout a hadl-hour looking around before
walking past a green plastic frasion cage, The front
wis slightly wnzipped and 1 happened wo glance
inside and spot a large ramping-fumitory. The
inflorcscences were Iilli!‘I.'. i‘pit.‘lki\]l-\\.l'lill' and with
recurved pedicels — [ immediately though it might
b White R.‘unpiug—l'ulnih-:j. Funeirie caprenlate), a
species Dwas reasonably Buniliar with, haing siudied

arecently-discovencd populiation from Kings Worthy

just outsicle Winchester, On closer inspection this

plnm didn't look quite dght: the sepals were not

obviously large and wothed as in E cafrenfata bt

DAVE TRUDGILL

Thi\ artiche wses thee BSEL Desteabonion Databsssc Lesser Butterfly and Pyramidal orchics, Perthshire,

iceen Dave Trudgill
_\ln-uim ol orcliids allaf which accur in Enodand

Wales, Scotlan

preriods from 14

DM der explene the chauging stanus of

whether ithese s

some, such as

Ohchid] have . ) .
ochidecorss AN historic herbarium:

LR TETSN |

woo s What can it tell us about
fistan iy the changing flora of
weords perves Britain in the 20th and
?:u:f::].hiu\:: 21st centuries?

Hectad secord - RICHARD G. JEFFERSON

the tetrand togal

there were et
pegiieledd s o

o anelucded,

16 BSBIMEW

Herbanum sheet of Phleurmn arenarium (Sand Cat's-

\ 1ail) collected by Pater Jeffarson from “sand dunes,

Llandudna, M. Wales', 2 June 1948,

Ou-r the last eight decades, the native flora
of Great Britain has undergone substaniial

change with some species extinctions bt

e

S e T
%
!
Srde e
P i
L

in the herbarium was collated and documented
tw the author prior o donation o the Matral
History Museum, London (BM). This provided




The ‘Adventives and Aliens’ section features vice-county

roundups of recent discoveries of escaped and naturalised

plants, plus other articles on non-native species. ADVENTIVES AND ALIENS: Adventives & Allens News 25

thin superor avarr: For i dawing of the e sulsp
acifunt, see Clement ot al, (2005 126, Stace (201 9):
8.

ADVENTIVES AND ALIENS

Adventives and Aliens News 25

V.c.82 (E. Lothian)

Cymaglasnom amabile (Chinese Hound's-tongue).
Mungoswells (NT#IETAOG0), 25/8/2021, R.1
Milne: om soil heap

: i side of field near diich,
Compiled by Matthew Bern ; : 2
I AL ¥ with Chenoprditem afimm (Fat-hen), Selemrm fubersum

Flal (Pt and & fegpervicim Tomata), near Coldl

mit Waood, A rather il least when well-grosn), ereet
ADVENTIVES AND ALIENS: Adventives & Aliens News 25 biennial garden plam (Boragin 1) mative (o

western China, with grev-green [ and llowers

B resembling a very large Mwsotis (Forget-me-naot),

in ! c.8mm agross. There are other recent records in

genl the DD for veee, | (2019, 2 2009), 34 2018), 63

L (2009 and 9 (2018, See B Naos 154, pp. 4718

ot V.c.83 (Midlothian)

i Lirtrerr e | Mediterrancan Neude), Edinburgh

s (NTI23471310), 15/6/2021, R.L Milne: one plant

“_] ! ot sde of soil mound with otherw cody speeics, o

Cle Unticar diwiea [{Common Newle) and Coatior meenlntum

brg {Hemlock), Whitehill Road, New 1o ve, 83, Stace

L (2019 303,

diry

wel V.c.94 (Banfis)

suly Dasoningia deganis (Califorman Lobelia), Dulliown

e | i L e P A L
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ADNVENTIVES AND ALIENS: Rubus nepalensis: a previously unrecorded Bramble in the UK

Rubus nepalensis (Hook.f) Kuntze: a previously
unrecorded Bramble in the UK

GRAHAM LAVENDER & ROB RANDALL

Lefi: Stachys annua, Radstock; rght: Tanscetum macrophyllum, Frome, North Samarsst fv.c. &), Helena Crouch

he purpose of this article is 1o draw atention
tiw e first record in the UK for Subs wepalos
in the wild; a prosirate Bramble withoui prickles or

possible, given that rhododendrons are known to
hawe been introduced o the area fom Nepal in the
1940k, that it may have been accidenially introduced

Cynoglos acicles and avribuable w subgenus Dafiberdastrion,  with them.
planted and might have escaped from a large, Ve, 9 (Dorset) {wec.82). R which currently has only one entry, Rudus ticolor Currently Rubus mefralenses is not in the DD
neighbouring garden. A rhizomatous, perennial Crotomium fortunei (Forune's Holly-fern). Canford {Stace, 2019), although a request has been made and the purpaose
garden plant Asteracear) o 1 220em, native tosouth- — Clifls (SZ0589805% 771002021, 10 Leadbeter Ruburs mepabesests is distinguished lrom Rubws tacalor ol this article is w seck out further records of this
casi I',umpr aned south-west Asiz, with !pmu.‘m‘l}' (ot F Rinmise s <hirtteeodk on bare ground 52 BsBl I s lighter wriloli leaves, abundam purplish — potentially asive Bramble,
Iohed leives and white, rayed capitula: *known » Martello Towers. An east Asian native stem bristles and entre supules. Rubus frcolor is a )
since 1912 at Jervaulx Abbey e 65)", Clement & (Dryoperidacese) culiivated as an ormamental and mare robust plant with simple leaves, which are }_{r""-'rr'n: as
Foster (190M), it was Tast formally recorded there 7 —_— usually darker green, reddish brown bristles and ~ Stace, C.A. 2009, Xew Flora of the Hrrtish fsles (ith edn).

in 2000, Confised with odher species in the past,
it seems ot least one well-known nursery might Te
supphving it as Akl chepsocome *Grandillor’. My
limited researches suggesy thar AL dlrreorome 15 a
more compact, vellow-lowered rockery plant with

woadbare g chicebuginen Cleonens e al RIS

besa tender than €, fafeation (House Holly-feen). Lt
has maore pairs of smaller, more wothed pinnae
per frond than the latter species. Stace (20049): 35,

Aromin arbutifolia (Red Chokeberry). Near
Broadsione [SY9888055%), 10/9/2021, D,
Leadbetter: several in Stonecrop Wood, where

i i N i

laciniate stipules,

Rulues mepalensis was [ound on the cast bank
of Hawknest Combe stream under oak canogry,
covering some G X 4 square metnes with a maximum

C & M Florisics, Micdlewond Green, Sullolk.

Rungze, O, 1879, Methodtl Der Specesbeschmibung Und Rubus:
Monographie Der Einfacklafirisem Und Krmutipm Brabernen
Verbanden Mt Betrachtwnger Uher Dir Foller Dhe A Felix,
Leipeiz




Other regular sections include news and announcements from

BSBI, short notes and articles, a round-up of plant records from
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England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland and book reviews.

BSBEI SUPPORTER SURVEY

he staff and committees would like to extend

their thanks to everyone whe took part in the first
Member and Supparter Survey across August and
Seprambas e had 2 fantactic racnnnoa with auar

770e
mam
axpd
iscy
soun
in tal

At
real |
and |
and,
encg
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heah
the f
keen

at one site at Lough Cannin 2021
Eoin also recorded Spiranthes
remanzoffiana at Lough
Mask and Juniperus
communis (Commen Juniper) at
Garraw, Westpor, beth hectad
firsts

Ralph Sheppard (VCR for West
Danegal) reported a first vice:
county recond for East Donegal,
which is abso a first county record
far Donegal, Ralph found a fine
patch of Galium album (Hadge
Bodstraw)’ syn. Galium molluge
subsp. erectum (Upright Hedge
Bedstraw) at Drumbarnet Lower.
Ha first spotted it in July, butit
continued to flower for much of
the seasan

Paul Green has been prolific in
his recording of rarities as always,
desg

ang
busi

new
Cara
Bally

in an unpracadented numbaer of new members
jeining (over 200 in the first eight weeks), This
included almost 50 students whe joined as a result of
a student recruitment campaign (see balow). l

induding Huperzia selage (Fir
Clubmoss), Salix herbacea {Dwarf
Willow), Sisyrinchium bermudiana
(Blue-eyed Grass), Sparganium
angustifalium (Flosting Bur-reed),
Diphasiaztrum alpinum [Alpine
Clubmoss), Sagina subulata
[Heath Pearbvart) and Thalictrum
alpinum (Alpine Meadow-rue)
Paul described all these finds

in mare detail in his talk for the
2021 Irish Autumn Meating, which
can be viewed on the YouTube
channel,

Wa were delighted to resume
field meeatings in 2021, with six
taking place scross Ireland, giving
people a chance to botanise
together and explore differant
habitats. For example, YCR John
Canaghan repons that at the field

Compiled by Clive Stace, Book Reviews Editor

To comply with GDPR regulations, B58( no
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Broomrapes of Britain
& Ireland. A Field Guide

to the Holoparasitic
Orobanchaceas

The book starts with sevaral

Introductory chapters, whers
the family of the broomrapes
(Orobanchaceas) s explained,
induding their taxonomay
Warldwide the family comprises
about %0 genera and about
1,600 species af annual and
parennial herbs and shrubs,
since the holoparasitic genera

in recent years have baen
merged with the sami-parasitic
former Scrophulariaceas such as
Euphrasia and Rhinanthus, There
are probably about 150 species
af Orobanche and Phelipanche
waorldwide. Espacially in the last
ten years, many new Orobanche
spacies have been describad, in

Lon i b

character For each species a
distribution map is given (5 km?
in three time pedods, pre-1%30,
T30-1999 and 2000-2020). The
whaole is complemented with

on average five colour pictures,
Mast of the pictures are very
geood, but some could be better.
Tha problem is that many ware
takan in full sunshine. As a result,
the images are somaetimes not
antiraly sharp, and the flowers
often shaw harsh shadews, In
such cases, it is betler 1o use a
flash te get the flowers sharper
and more gvenly bit, In the British
Islas nine native species exist,

Including the commeonast species,

Q. miner, which is represented by
o

b
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