
The BSS promotes the study of non-flowering plants 
and algae, fungi and lichens, as well as flowering 

plants.

SCO16283

Botanical Society of Scotland 
Scottish Botanists’ Conference

2019
Julia Wilson, BSS President



Monthly Winter Lecture Series

• Evolution of lycophyte roots
• Can nettles swim?
• Darwin’s most wonderful plants
• Elephants, trees and trails: a Central African forest tale
• Coul Links and golf: environmental science and the 

planning system
• A grain of truth: the role of soil and plants in contributing 

to criminal investigations
• Is the botanical garden community effectively conserving 

plant genetic diversity?
• Plant genetics from Mendel to Monsanto
• Is climate change fruitful for fungi?

Edinburgh lectures held jointly with RBGE in the main 
lecture theatre.
Everyone welcome - especially BSBI members!



Regular Summer Meetings
• field meetings, field projects
• Plant ID workshops

• 17 field meetings – many Urban
• Flowering plant ID workshop
• Fern ID workshop
• Fungus foray
• Fossil hunt
• Foraging 

Many meetings joint with other societies PSNS, IBG, 
BSBI, Dumfries Botany Group, TWIC, Dundee Nats, 
Edinburgh Geological Society



Student Prizes and Grants
Student dissertation prize 2019

Two first prizes! 
Sophie Barber The Effects of Traditional Crofting Management on Floral Species 
Richness and Composition of Machair Grassland in the Outer Hebrides. University 
of Edinburgh.
Ishbel Hayes The Physical and Vegetative Niche of Common Rockrose 
(Helianthemum nummularium) and the Impact of its Patch Dynamics on 
Oviposition by Northern Brown Argus (Aricia artaxerxes). University of Aberdeen.

Student grants – training and fieldwork projects 2019
Rachel Bromley ‘Is the development of Ash dieback influenced by a tree’s 
neighbours? University of Birmingham 



Publications
BSS News 
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Public Inquiry – Coul Links

BSS Objections
Local planning stage and after call in to Scottish Ministers



Urban Flora Project

Edinburgh Tramway

Dumfries and Galloway

East Linton
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East Linton
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