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• Main recording event of 
2018 for BSBI Ireland

• Ran from 08th to 12th August 

• Followed on from 2015 
Mayo recording week where 
42 botanists collected 10,824 
plant records

• Could we match that total in 
2018?



We didn’t hang around!



• Event aimed to assist with recording for BSBI Atlas 2020

• Sought to provide records for East & West Mayo

• Botanists, ecologists and nature lovers of all levels … 

• Seasoned recorders, national experts, improvers and absolute beginners, 
young and old … 

• All worked together to records as many plants as possible 



Event based out of two 
locations
Clare Island: 08th – 10th

August
Castlebar: 11th – 12th August



• 26 botanists, ecologists 
and nature lovers 
attended the recording 
event over the 5 days

• 5 UK botanists, 
including 2 County 
Recorders (Leics. & 
Somerset) & Dr. Fred 
Rumsey of the Natural 
History Museum

• 2 local students & one 
volunteer on a local 
organic farm



• Groups of 4-6 botanists 
set off across the island 
each morning

• On the morning of 
August 09th, the   
‘Rough Crew’    
mounted Knockmore, 
the highest point in 
Clare Island

• Efforts yielded holly-
fern, dwarf willow, 
roseroot, Wilson’s 
filmy-fern, mountain 
sorrel and moss 
campion



• We ran into Irish TV presenter Duncan Stewart of the 
weekly environmental programme Eco-eye (Ireland’s 
version of Countryfile)!

• Splinter group of botanists led by Dr. Rory Hodd
headed off to another island for 24 hours and captured 
over 100 records! 



Other notable finds included 
the gametophyte of Killarney 
fern (which in Victorian times 
was collected so intensively it 
almost went extinct), marsh 
clubmoss, pale butterwort 
and cranberry. 



•

Roseroot looking good!



Lots of carnivorous plants, 
e.g. these sundews!



Our trip to Clare 
Island, yielded 
more than 1000 
records added to 
the BSBI database!



• After three days on 
Clare Island, the 
focus shifted to the 
mainland 

• Recording groups of 
4-5 people again 
radiated to east and 
north Mayo from 
their base in 
Castlebar



Is it the picture that is blurry, or did we 
have too much wine …



Irish botanists were 
amused by botanists 
visiting from southern 
England getting all excited 
by this plant!



BSBI distribution map shows lots of 
Parnassia palustris in the north-west

But not much in the south-east!



Irish botanists would have been delighted if we 
had found this plant for them!



Lots of White dead-nettle in England…

Very little of it in north-west Ireland!



That’s another 

good reason to 

go to a BSBI 

field meeting in 

another part of 

the country:

What’s rare at 

home may be 

common 

elsewhere…

And vice-versa!



Final day of 
Final day of #BSBIMayo2018 was a Sunday so…



• Lots of images and comments 
shared on Facebook and on 
Twitter using the hashtag 
#BSBIMayo2018 

• Summaries posted most days 
(connection permitting!) on the 
BSBI News & Views blog: 
http://bsbipublicity.blogspot.com 





Eamon Delaney & Louise 
Marsh would like to thank 
Maria Long, Fiona O’Neill, 
Oonagh Duggan, John 
Conaghan, Rory Hodd, Russell 
Parry & John Crellin for 
providing images for this 
presentation



Thank you for listening! 


