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Concept of an epiphyte



Mechanically dependent plants

• Epiphytes: 9% of vascular plants (Zotz 2013. Bot. J. Linn. Soc.)

• Climber: 2.5% of vascular plants (Gallagher & Leishman 2012. J. Biogeogr.)

• No good global estimates for other life-forms!

Life-form divisions:
a) holo- and hemi-epiphytes
b) Stranglers
c) nomadic vines
d) Climbers
e) hemi-parasites (i.e. mistletoes) 

Distribution: mostly tropical (but see Zotz 2005. Plant Ecol.)



Studying epiphytes…some challenges…



Need for collaboration and standardization!

• First epiphyte workshop in Marburg 2018
• 27 participants
• 11 countries
• Highly detailed survey data 
• Focus on the Neotropics
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EpIG – Epiphyte Inventory Group

• >32,000 species in checklist
• >40,000 sampled trees
• Abundance/cover/biomass data available 
• Host tree information available

Individual 
database

Species check
Database merge

Quality check

Data 
arrangement 

and validation



EpIG – Epiphyte Inventory Group
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To get involved…

Glenda Mendieta-Leiva (Marburg University)
Sven Batke (Edge Hill University)

Twitter: @EpigGroup
Youtube video: https://youtu.be/3CU1fZVxm50


