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PLANTS UNITED!

Dr Jonathan Mitchley (AKA Dr M)
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WHAT IS 

PLANTS UNITED?!
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PLANTS UNITED – THE ISSUE

•T&E Committee initiative

•Focus is the botanical skills gap (e.g. CIEEM)

•Lack of botanical and fungal identification skills

•Narrow audience base to draw new recorders from
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WE NEED A PLAN!

4



LIMITLESS POTENTIAL | LIMITLESS OPPORTUNITIES | LIMITLESS IMPACT

THE BOTANISTS IN THE ROOM!

•What is the collective noun for a room full of 

botanical experts?
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WE WANT YOUR HELP!

•Plants United Questionnaire

•Q1: What got you interested in plants and when?
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SUPPORTING EXPERTISE
• BSBI Recorders are doing a fantastic job

• Increasingly important - maintain evidence base for 

conservation, planning developments, climate change 

• How can BSBI better support and encourage?

• Q2: What is the greatest need for botanical recorders?
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WHO NEEDS BOTANICAL SKILLS?
• BSBI recorders

• Botanic Gardens

• Museums

• Ecological consultancies

• Teachers

• etc
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WHO IS DOING THE TRAINING?

• Q3: Who can BSBI work most effectively with to enhance 

botanical training at different levels?
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MY EXPERIENCE AS A TRAINER

•Keying

•Confidence

•Kick start!

•Colleagues
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FROM THIS…
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TO THIS!
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Botanists

Bewildered onlookers



LIMITLESS POTENTIAL | LIMITLESS OPPORTUNITIES | LIMITLESS IMPACT

17



LIMITLESS POTENTIAL | LIMITLESS OPPORTUNITIES | LIMITLESS IMPACT

AGE OF AMAZING RESOURCES!
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DRMGOESWILD.COM
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WHAT CAN WE DO?

•Events?

•Festival?

•Think wide and shallow?

•Or narrow and deep?
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PLANTS UNITED FESTIVAL IDEAS
• Q4: What activities should be included & where might they 

be held?

• Bioblitzes

• Recorders days

• Plant Ambassadors

• Apprenticeships

• Darwin Scholarship

• Artist-in-residence

• Symposium 25
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WHAT MORE CAN BE DONE?
• How to engage more young people?
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FIELD IDENTIFICATION SKILLS CERTIFICATE

• FISC has changed the botanical training landscape

• Industry standard for consultants (CIEEM)

• But can we do more?

• Why not a Junior FISC?

• Link to DoE Awards? 

27



LIMITLESS POTENTIAL | LIMITLESS OPPORTUNITIES | LIMITLESS IMPACT

28



LIMITLESS POTENTIAL | LIMITLESS OPPORTUNITIES | LIMITLESS IMPACT

BSBI MEMBERSHIP
Year Total membership New members

2020 ?? ??

2019 ? ?

2018 2915 224

2017 2859 273

2016 2768 260

2015 2708 241

2014 2654 230

2013 2896 176 29
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WHAT MORE CAN BE DONE?
• Q5: How can we better engage with groups to promote 

botany training?

• Schools

• Local groups

• Universities
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BOTANICAL UNIVERSITY CHALLENGE!
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HELP US PASS THE BUC
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Please 
contribute 
questions!
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FASCINATION OF PLANTS DAY
• Every 2nd year on May 18th

• Aim to get as many people as possible around the world fascinated by 

and enthused about the importance of plants!
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GLOBAL CONTEXT - GSPC

•Biodiversity 2020  

•A timely focus for Plants United?
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IL SISTEMA FOR BOTANY?
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READING BOTANY 2019
Training generations of botanists since 1969

A series of events to mark the 50th anniversary 
of Masters botany teaching at Reading

@Plants2019
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AND FINALLY
• Please fill in the questionnaire and hand it back to me 

before the end of the meeting

• And come and discuss the ideas so we can take this 

forward!
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THANKS FOR LISTENING!
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