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“Keys are written by people who don’t need 
them, for people who can’t use them”

Anon.



Multi-access keys
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• Easier to use

• Multiple entry 
points – users can 
rely on easily 
observed features

• Relatively rare until 
now

• Readily 
computerized!



FSC Identikit

• Developed by Rich Burkmar, FSC Biolinks

• An open-source platform for building online ID 
resources

• Driven by a knowledge base; a spreadsheet of 
characters and character states

• Support from FSC assured until at least end of 
2022!
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• Working knowledge of Excel

• An appetite for experimenting with a 
new way of creating online ID resources

• You don’t need to be a programmer!

What do you need to have a go?



• UK Earthworms
• Money spiders
• Eyelash fungi
• Punch-card grasses 

key
• Oxfordshire grasses
• British & Irish Rubus

species (Dave Earl)
• Conifers of Great 

Britain

https://conifers.fscbiodiversity.uk/


Some useful links…

• Explore Identikit resources:

https://www.fscbiodiversity.uk/identikit-resources

• Check out the FSC Identikit item on our website:

https://www.fscbiodiversity.uk

• Contact: r.burkmar@field-studies-council.org

https://www.fscbiodiversity.uk/identikit-resources
https://www.fscbiodiversity.uk/


Thanks for listening!
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