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  The 55th Welsh BSBI Annual General Meeting

Friday 17th August – Sunday 19th August 2018

Aberystwyth University, Cardiganshire (vc.46)
[Note:  change from the advertised date in BSBI News]
This year’s Welsh AGM will be at the ever-popular seaside resort of Aberystwyth (accessible by train and public transport) on the University Campus, in very economic and comfortable accommodation.  We have a superb range of species and habitats within easy access, several speakers and activities already booked and more to come.
Friday 17th August:  in the afternoon, visiting species-rich arable fields (a wide assemblage including – usually! – Galeopsis speciosa, Galium aparine subsp. agreste var. agreste and much more besides) at the nearby Plant Breeding Station (IBERS), with an exhibition and evening talk on the history, conservation and ecology of arable plants in Wales.  
Saturday 18th August:  a visit to disused lead and silver mines at Esgair Hir and Esgair Fraith in the hills behind Aberystwyth; one of the richest site for ferns and fern-allies in Wales – if not northwest Europe (Asplenium viride, Polystichum x bicknellii, Equisetum x dycei etc. etc.) – and a fascinating display of industrial archaeology.  Evening talk by Ray Woods on the mysterious links between fungi and vascular plants:  “A Plant’s Life in a Changing World”.
Sunday 19th August:  a trip to the seaside at Ynyslas National Nature Reserve and Hen Afon Leri fields;  extensive sand-dunes on the Dyfi estuary, coastal grazing marsh and the perimeter of Cors Fochno raised bog:  sample species Baldellia ranunculoides, Euphorbia portlandica and, perhaps, the hybrid E. portlandica x E. paralias, recently reported from this site (and, again, much more besides).
Also:  workshops on plant identification (including Vegetative keys with John Poland), exhibits (coastal plant variants and Forget-me-nots etc.) and visits to the University Herbarium, Botanic Gardens, landscaped grounds.

Accommodation is all en suite in the newly-built Fferm Penglais University Halls of Residence, at a specially-negotiated rate of £30 per night (rooms available Friday to Sunday) with breakfasts available each day at £7.50, packed lunch £8, Tea and biscuits £2 and 2-course conference meals (with vegetarian and other options) £20 on Friday and Saturday night.  Conference fee £10.  A bargain weekend of botany in a lovely part of the world!  And plenty of other Hotels and B & B choices in lovely Aberystwyth.

All welcome.
For booking Exhibition space and other queries before the booking form goes online, contact:

Andy Jones aberystwyth1234@gmail.com  07801234031
