Trichophorum spp.
Deergrasses

Two species and their hybrid



History of names

To ¢ 2000
Trichophorum cespitosum Common Deergrass

c2000-c2010: subspecies

T. cespitosum germanicum Common Deergrass
T. cespitosum cespitosum Northern Deergrass
T. x foersteri Hybrid Deergrass

c2010- : full species

T. germanicum Common Deergrass
T. cespitosum Northern Deergrass
T. x foersteri Hybrid Deergrass



T. germanicum and T. cespitosum
Jeremy Roberts




T. X foerster:
Jeremy Roberts




Sheath openings: note leaf-like appendage
Braithwaite 2000

Sheath-opening

subsp. cespitosum



Sheath angles of the
two species and their
hybrid

Deergrasses Trichophorum: sheath-openings

The steeply oblique sheath-opening in T. germanicum makes a long opening (about 2 mm).
That of T. cespitosum is closer to being truncate, and about 1 mm long.

The hybrid is variable and intermediate, which renders this single character of dubious value for
separating the three taxa.

However, with RIPE material - i.e. of the two species - it provides a useful confirmatory character.
(The angles indicated below are merely those of these particular examples.)

germanicum xfoersteri cespitosum




Open sheaths
Jeremy Roberts

. Common DG ~2+ mm

% “Northern DG ~1.0 mm




Nuts of T. germanicum and T. cespitosum
Jeremy Roberts




Sterile stems of T. x foersteri
Jeremy Roberts
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Stem Cross-section

Two distinct species
and their hybrid

Northern Deergrass
T. cespitosum

Common Deergrass
T. germanicum

Hybrid Deergrass
T. xfoersteri



T. X foersteri

b x 5 Trichophorum x foersteri
(7. cespitosum x T. germanicum)

2007 and 2018
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T. cespitosum 2007 and 2018

Trichophorum cespitosum 1
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T. germanicum 2007 and 2018

Trichophorum germanicum




