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Ellen Hutchins (1785-1815)
• Born: Ballylickey, West Cork. 

• Buried: Garryvurcha Graveyard, Bantry, Co Cork

• 2nd youngest of 21 children born to Thomas & Elinor Hutchins

• Widely regarded as Ireland’s first female botanist

• Specialised in cryptogams (non-flowering plants) ie bryophytes, lichens and 
algae.

• Found at least a dozen species new to science which are named after her

• An accomplished botanical artist, producing exquisitely detailed paintings of 
seaweeds

• A pioneering young woman, who suffered ill health and died just before her 
30th birthday



Ballylickey House 1910

Ballylickey House 1910









Dr Whitley Stokes 1763-1845
Portrait by Charles Grey

James Townsend Mackay 1775-1862
Curator, Botanic Gardens, TCD

Ellen’s mentors in Dublin



Dawson Turner 1775-1858
Botanist. Author of Historium fuci

Lewis Dillwyn 1778-1855
Botanist. Author of British Confervae

William Jackson Hooker 1785-1865
Botanist. Author of Jungermannia

British botanists that Ellen corresponded with and/or who visited her



'You will no doubt be 
surprised to see a 
parcel from me so 
soon again but as 
your pleasure in 

plants equals mine, I 
could not delay 
writing with the 
enclosed minute 

species of Conferva.’

Ellen to Mackay





One of Ellen’s
crosshatched

letters





http://www.botanicgardens.ie/herb/books/florahibernica.htm



Herbertus hutchinsiae with Polytrichum commune © Robert Thompson



Jubula hutchinsiae © Robert Thompson



Enterographa hutchinsiae © Jenny Seawright



Hornungia

Extract from: 
British Flora 
(1842) by William 
Jackson Hooker, 
First Director of 
Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew.



Fucus asparagoides - drawn by Ellen 
in 1811 © Hutchins family



















Dwarf Willow Salix herbacea © Clare Heardman



Stag’s-horn Clubmoss Lycopodium clavatum © Clare Heardman





Dwarf Elder Sambucus ebulus © Clare Heardman



Common Calamint
(Clinopodium ascendens)
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BSBI Distribution Map

Irish Spurge
(Euphorbia hyberna)



Recurved Sandwort (Minuartia recurva) © Clare Heardman

Narrow-leaved Helleborine (Cephalanthera longifolia)
© Clare Heardman



Cerastium cerastoides © Wiki Commons





Ellen Hutchins Heritage Trail – leaflet & audio guide. 
Available via www.ellenhutchins.com







www.ellenhutchins.com

https://botanistellen.wixsite.com/mysite

Ellen Hutchins Festival 2018 : 18th-26th August

http://www.ellenhutchins.com/
https://botanistellen.wixsite.com/mysite

