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NOTES ON THE FLORA OF ALDERNEY
By JoEn OUNSTED

I had the good fortune to be able to spend the four days, May
30-June 2, 1953, camping in the island of Alderney. The greater
part of my time was passed in botanising, and, as the island
proved fruitful ground for a botanical holiday, a short account
may prove of interest. .

Alderney lies ten miles from the coast of France, nearer to 1t
than any other part of the British Isles. For the most part it is
a platean about 250 feet above the sea, with steep cliffs in the
south and west but some lower lying sandy areas in the north-
oast.

One great advantage of Alderney as compared with Jersey
and Guernsey is that very little of the land is enclosed or cul-
tivated, so that one can wander freely over most of the island.
The climate also ig more bracing, and winds prevail. The coastal
scenery is attractive, although marred by the fortifications which
have been built on the island by its invaders from the Romans
of antiquity down to the Germans of the 1940°s. Among the more
rare and interesting planis are: —Hirschfeldia incana, Helianthe-
wmum guttatum, Polycarpon tetraphyllum, Hywpericum linari-
folivm, Ononis reclinata, Lotus angustissimus, L. hispidus, Orni-
thopus pinnatus, Bupleurum opaecum, Valerianella eriocarpa,
Orobanche rapum-genistae, O. purpurea, Herniaria ciliata,
Romulea columnae, Bromus diandrus (B, gussonet) and B. cathar-
ticus (B. unioloides).

Part of the purpose of my visit was to see how the flora com-
pared with that described by Marquand (1901), and in particular
to gee if the German occupation had produced any changes. The
area of Alderney is about four square miles, so that in so short
a visit nothing like a complete survey was possible. Nevertheless,
of the 503 flowering plants and ferns listed by Marquand (1901},
290 were seen; and another 17 plants not included in his list were
also noted.

C. C. Babington visited Alderney for a week in 1838 and listed
almost the same number of species—313 (Babington, 1839). His
was the first attempt at a full plant list for the island. In 1901
E. D. Marquand published his Flora of Guernsey and the Lesser
Channel Islands. From 1902 to 1910 he annually listed additions
in the Transactions of La Société Guernesiaise, these additions,
with others, being brought together in 1924 as a Supplement to
the Flora {MecCrea, 1924).  During the 1930°s the island was
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visited by A. B. & A, K. Jackson, H. XK. Airy Shaw and J. D.
Grose. These vieits resulted in further important additions to the
known flora being published (Jackson, 1933; Jackson & Shaw,
1937, and Gross, 1938). J. E. Lousley visited the island in 1950,
and D. McClintock spent a few hours there in August 1853, and
has kindly placed the interesting records that he made at my
disposal,

. In the list which follows the simple mention of a plant name
indicates that the plant’s present status seems the same as de-
scribed by Marquand (1901).  Plants new to the island are
marked with an asterisk. ‘

LIST OF FLOWERING PLANTS, FERNS AND FERN ALLIES
TOUND ON THE ISLAND OF ALDERNTY

RANUNCULUE REPENS L.

Aoris L.

BULBOSTUS L.

PLAMMULA L.

ParvIFLORUS I.. N.W. coast. (ifls by Tesex Castle.

, rrIomorHYILUS Chaix. Manney.

Paravin soMNvEnuM L.

P. nEomas L.

P. »usrum L.

P. mysripem L.

Graverom rravum Crantaz,

*TscraoroneIa cavmorNicsa Cham, Fort Houmet, . MeClintock,

Marrarona 1Ncana (1) R.Br. Well established on the cliffs of the flooded
quarry near Corblets Bay.

NARTURTIUM OFFICINATE R.Br. sens, lat.

Anaprs HIRSUTA (L.) Scop.

CARDAMING mIesura L.

Lopuraria manrzama (L.) Desv. Fort FHoumet, etc,

Erormmas verws (L) Chevall,

ARMoORACIA RUBTIOANA (aertn., Mey, & Scherh.  Abundant near the
Nunnery.

Cocureants orprcivaris L. Inland, n few plants hy Tongy Road.

C. pawica L.

SrsymBrIUM orrzornaie (L.) Scop.

Brassrca rara L,

Sivaris ARVENSIS T4

Hrrgonreivis 19cava (L)) Lagréze-Fossat, Abundant.

Dirroraxis tEnUIronia (L) DC. Abundant.

Carsprna Bunsa-pastoris (I.) Medic.

Cononorus proymus (L.) Sm,

Canparia prasa (L) Desv.

Levmnrvm smivno Hoolt, (Nanque, a single plant.

Teeavaras wunrcavris (1) R.Br.

BREEE
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Cramoe MaRITIMA L. Flas apparently increased, hoth at Fort Houmet
and Platt Saline («f. Grose, 1938).

CAKILE MARITIMA Scop.

RarganvUs rapEANISTRUM L.

R. marrezmus Sm. A censpicuous feature of the florva.

Resepa wuTions L.

HurianrErmum eurratum {I.) Mill.  Apparently reduced in guantity
(cf. Grose, 1938), perhaps due to the encreachment of Tlax goullii,

Viora niviniana Rchb.

V. arvENSIa Murr. sens, lat.

POLYGALA VULGARIS L.

SiLENm MARITIMA With, .

S. vungarts (Moench) Garcke (S, encubalus Wihal),

S. comica L. A single small plant on Lengy Common.

LycaNis FLos-cUOULI L.

Meranprivm atsum (Mill) Garcke.

M. prorcum (L.) Coss. & Germ. Scarce. Western cliffs.

Crrssrium arroVIRENs Bab. (O, tetrandruwm Curt.).

SrELLARIA MEDIA (1) Vill,

*3. graminia L. I[n small quantity on a hushy hillside ahove Clangunes.
Very rare in Guernsey.

'ARENARIA SERPYLLIFOLIA L.

Howcxkexya PEPLOIDES (L.) Ehrh.

SaeINa suBuLaTA {Sw.) (I, Presl.

8. manrrmma Don ex Sm.

4. proCUMBENS L.

SPERGULA ARVENSIS L,

SPERGULANIA RUPIcOLA Lebel ex Le Jaolis,

Povvoarron rerrAPHYLLOM (L) L. Common.

Hyrericom runcERUM L.

H. rmrraerortm Fr.

H. momrirusvm L,

LAVATERA ARBOREA L,

Marva gyrvesTnis L.

Linum pienme Bill,

L. carmarrrcvm T.. TFairly common, Also in one or two places in the
west of the island. ’

GERANIUM DISSECOTUM Li,

@, moree L,

G. rorunpiroLtuM I..  Apparently increasing.  Longy Road; railway
near - White Gates.

G. mopERTIANUM L.

Eroprom manrrmmuM (1) 1Hérit, N.F. of island, and on the hurnt
west cliffs opposite Garden Rocks.

B. crevrartiom (L)) L'Hérit,

ACER PSTUDO-PLATANUS L.

Urrg muropacus L,
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U. ¢anvzn Planch.

SarorEAMNUS scovariys (L.) Wimm. ex Koch, The subsp. PROSTRATUB
{(Bailey) Tutin is common on the south western cliffs, and looks
very distinct,

Owonas mmorarara L. Not seen, possibly owing to the fact that it was
too early in the season for the plant to be in flower. Grose {183R)
records that it was seen in several parts of the coast in June 1937,
but that it was not nearly as plentiful as would be expected from
Marguand’s Flora. [Plentiful in 1850, J. T8, Lousley].

(. rerENg L, ‘

I'rrgonNELLa oRNITHOPODIOIDES -{L..) DC. CULf top near Corblets Bay,
abundant; Hanging Rock.

Mepicaco sariva L.

M. migripa Gaertn. Longy Read,

M. amamica (I.) Huda, Very common.

M. rupornana L.

Mrvrorus avnissisma Thuill, Near the Harbour.

*M. mvorca (L.) All. DBraye Bay, 1. McClintock.

*TrirorrvM MEDITM L. 8. of Mauney Quarry.

T. arvENsE L.

T. soanrum L.

T, stoiarum L. The var, mreEctum Gaspar was also seel,

T. sUBTERRANTUM L.

T. roeexs L. .

T. enomEraTUM L. Not rare on the southern cliffs,

T. surrcoarum L. Not rare but easily overlooked. Rather plentiful
on southern cliff paths and paths across Longy Common.

T. camrastrE Schreb. .

T. punivm Sibth.

T. mroranrausm Viv. (P, fliforme auct.),

ANTHYLIIS VULNERARTA L.

Lorvs vnreiNesus Schluhr.

L. connrcuratus Lo,

L. mspinvs Dest. ex DO, ,

L. angugriseimus L. Noticeably rarver than the previous species

ORNITHOPUS PERPUSILLUS L.

0. rexrvatus (Mill)) Dr. Mauney Quarry and southern cliffa,

Viora angusrrrorra (L.) Reichard.

V. mirsvra (I.) Gray.

V. terragrerma (L) Schreb,

Prunug spivoga 1.

PorenTinLs merrans L.

P. unuora (L.} Riusch.

*ArmaNms mIcmooARra (Boiss. & Reut.) Rothm., Cowmon. 4. arvensis
was not seen, and it may well be that all the old aggregate records
belong to A. microcarpa.

CraTAkeus MoNoaYNA Jacq.
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UmpiLicus nueestrig (Salish.) Dandy.

Sepum Acmi To.

3. awerzcvm Huds.

8. apoum L. Near St. Aunes, I. McClintock.

Hrpponis VuLeamis L. Apparently increasing for it is now abundant
in the pool in Manney Quarry. Jackson (1933) states that it
grew there sparingly.’

*CHAMARNERION ANGUSTIFOLIUM (L) Scop. I think that T saw this in
the 8§ W. corner of the island, but find that I kept no specimen.
E. of St. Annes, D. McClintock.

*Wprnopruy mrmsurum L. A large patch in Mauney Quarry.

Ti. ranvisronum Schreb.

*(ENOTHTRA ERVTRROSEPALA Borhds, N. of #t. Aunes, D. MeClintock.
*CARronnoTUs BouLss (L) N.E.Br. Now well egtabiished on the rocky
shore near Fort Houmet,

Eryxoium ManiTivom L,

CoNIUM MAOUTATUM L.,

SmyrxrUm veproraTuM L. Butes Hill, fairly plentiful.

BurLeurum oracuM {Ces.) Lange. Longy Sandhills.

Avrom NopIFLoRUM (I.) Reichb. £.

Prrrosprinvm oriserum (Mill) Airy Shaw.

Anrmeisovs synvestoos (L.) IToffm.

A. cavcarse Bieb. (A, scandic (Scop.) Aschers., A. meglecte Bois, &
Reut.).

TouNICULUM VULGART Mill,

CriTaMUM wManITIMUM L

Pasrinaca 8aTIiva L.

HERACLEUM SPHONDYLIUM l.

Davous caroTa L.

D. civorpium L.

Hzpena BELIX L.

Qamrucus NIGRA Lo

LoNICERA PERI-CLYMENUM Li. )

Runis rEREGRINA [, Marquand (1901) forecasts its extinction, but there
ig still a little, probably in the same spot where Babington saw
it in 1838 (cf. Jackson & Shaw, 1934).

Garrom morwvgo L. Marquand (1901) calls it extremely vare and gives
only one locality. A second station occurs W. of Val du Sad.

G saxarine L. (. harcynicum Weigel).

G. virvu L.

G. avanne I.

SHERARDIA ARVENSTS T

CENTRARTEUS RUDER (L.) DC. With white flowers by the old railway.

VALERIANELLA ERIOCARTA Desv, Apparently decreasing., Seen only in a
pasture W. of lissex Castie. Not seen by Grose (1938) or D.
MeClintock,

¥V, canmvara Lois,
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Tirrgrrox scmrs L, Quarry 8. of Fort Albert, D. MeCliutouk,
*E. vawsvensis L. N, of §t. Annes, D. McClintock,
Purtcants pysenTERICA (L.) Bernh.
ACHILLEA MILLEFOLIUM L.
Anrmemis Nosiris L. Only seen in one place,
CrnveantmeMoM LrvcaNtaEMUM L. So dense and fue on the oliffs as
to be conspicuous from an aeroplane.
ADTEMISTA ADSINTHIUM L.
A, vurearts L. Stated to be “very rave” by Merquand (1901), but still
at the sole locality on Braye Sands.

SINTCIO TAcoBAEA L.

8. svivaricus L.

8. vurgaris L.

Caruiva vuncants 1. Only seen once,

Arcrrum minvs (Hill) Bornh.

Campuus NUTaNs L. Mauncy Quarry.

C. renvirLosve Curt,

CIRszusM vULGARE (Savi) Ten,

C. acavion {L.) Scop. Hill above Longy Comnion.

C. anvensn (1) Scop.

C. ravvamen (1.} Scop.

CeNTaURDA NIGRA 1. agg.

C. scasrosa L.

Crowonrum Nw¥nus L. Not seen by wo, but reported by Major Palmer
of the Nunnery to have appeared at Longy Common eince the war
though never seen before, I, of $t. Annocs, D. MeClintock,

CrEPTs ¥ERTCARTA Subsp. TaRAXAcisolis (Thuill) Thell. Very commoun.

Hrmenactum rinoseta L.

Hypoomorris mavicaTa L,

H. ¢uanra L.

Tamaxacum orrreinaLe Weber apg,

T. rapviearovm (Willd,) DC.

SoxorUS anvensts L.

8. agere (1) Hill.

3. oLEwAcmus L,

Tragorogor minoR Mill, Longy Road.

JAsTONE MonTANA L.

Carnuna vurganis (L) Hull.

Enica cINEREA L,

Limowntom rnvownivrrortum {(Gir.) Kuntze, St about o dozen plauts
at Tort Houmet. Marquand (1901) recorded a dowen plants,
Jockson (1932) an increase to 60, and Grese (1937) a reduction to
25, [At least 20 plants were present in 1850, J. B. Lousley].

L. smnvmrvogoM (G, I2. Sm.) C. E. Salmon. Fort Houmet.

ArmurTa MamrtIMa (Mill) Willd. Common. Also with white flowers.

Privvra vunesrts Huds. Surprisingly still plentiful in flower at the
heginning of June.
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Gravx mancrema [o. 84ill at the single station given by Marguand (1901).

Anagarriis amvensis L. Common. The var., szvnssa Wilmott occurred
W. of St. Annes, D, McClintock,

Fraxinus Excensior L,

Vinca MatoR L.

CENTAURIUM ERYTHRALA Ralu (. winvs Moench).

SBYMPHYTUM OFFICINALE Li.

8. pEREGRINUM Ledeb. Essex Valley and 8. of St. Aunes.

Boraeo orFromwanis L. Scattered in the western parts of the island.

Lycorsis arvENsiy L.

Myoson11s gwcunpa A, Murray.

M. arvensis (L.) il

M. =18rIpa Schlecht.

Eorrvm vorearr L. Conspicuous.

CavysTreis swezom (L.) R.Br.

C. sorpanera (1) R.Br.

*0, synvegrrs (Willd)) Roew, & Schalt. N, aund T. of $t. Annes, D1,
MeClintocle.

CoxvoLvuLus ARVENSIS L.

Cuscurs mrrraymum (L) Murr., Conspicuvus.

SoLANUM DULOAMARA L.

Lyorom omivenss Mill.

Verpascum rHAPSUS L. T'wo large plants in front of Fssex Castle (cf,
Grove, 1938). 8t. Annes and Braye Bay, D. McClintock.
OrMnararia sonraras Gaertn., Mey. & Schorh. W, of St. Anmnes, near

the watch-tower.
Digiraris purpures L,

Veronica orrromNanis L. Marquand (1901) describes it as *‘very rare”
and gives a single locality., Aunother stetion iw Clanque, where
a large patch has unusually darlk flowers,
V. onamarprys L.
V. runsres Poir. Now very common,
V. usprrironis L.
EvrERASEA orrIoiNaLIs L. apgg.
Panuwrverriia viscosa (L.) Carusl.
PEprcunaris synvarica L.
Oropaxcur mavum-grwigral: Thoill,  Still faivly plentiful in ono spot,
oh the prostrate broom.
0. mapreima Pugasl,
0. mmmwow Sm. Very cotuinou,
O. rurrurnra Jacqg. Comimnon in many parts of the isinud.
MerTHS AQuatioa L.
Tuymvus sereyrivm L. agg.
*Sanvia PRATENSIS L. Near the Nunnery,
S. mormiwornes Pourr. Very abundant.
GrucroMs HEDERACEA I, Still at Tssex Castle quarry,
MarrunivM vUnLdaRE L. Near the Nunnery,
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*Garporszs TRTRAHIT L. Weed hy the airfield,
Lauvivm rurrvnerm L.
L, mynripum Vill,
Bartora nigra L,
Trucrium scoRoponia L.
Pranrago goroworvs T.
P. nanvcmoraTs 1.
Hrenwismia orriata Bah. '

Sererantats axNvus L. Marguand (1901) says “very rare . . . dying
out”, but I found a dwarf form guite common on the south cliffs,
bearing much frunit and Jooking vather like the associnted
Polyrarpan tetraphylivm,

CmEworonIUuM ALBUM L.

Brra manirima L.

ArRrrerex raTonAe L,

AL vactrara L. (A, sabulosa Rouy).

PoLyqoNUM CONVOLVULUS I.

P. amrmmmivw T, Still in the solitary station given hy Marquand (1901},

1. avicuranm L.

Rummx omisrus L.

R. onrtusirorzos L.

R. rovronzr L. Very abundant.

R. scuross L.

R. acErosuina T.

FourrorpIs mETI0SCOPIA T

. varariag T..

. ronrnanpica T.

K, rurLus L.

MERCURTATIR ANNTA T,

Unrica nrorca T,

7. vanws T.

Parteraria pirrosa Mert. & Koch,

Porurus awsa 1., Val du Snd,

*ORCHIS PRARTERAISSA Droce. Plentiful in Roese Farm Valley. Perhaps
this is the “0. latifolia” of Marguand (1901).

ANacAMPTIS PYRAMIDATTS (L) Rich. Slopas ahove Liongy Road,

Irrs rsmupscorus L. Longy Pond.

I. vourmviseima L. Near Corblets Bay.

Ruscus acunearos L, (liffs. :

Arnros TRIQUETRUM . Much increased.  Common n hoth sides of
Longy Road, ete,

Horura avrumwavis L,

Jurous manrrivus Lam,  Among vocks on cast coast,

J.oacorus L. Still below Hssex Castle nt the foot nf the cliffs, an
untypical sort of habitat.

J. rxriexus L.

J nuromius L,
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LuzvLa camrestnis (L) DO,
TrwooHarts rarugTris (1) Roem, & Schult,
ScmonNUs NIgrIcans L. Still abundant at Trois Vaux.
Carex HIRTs L.
*C. vemisss Hornem., The “O. flava’ of Marquand {1901).
C. mxtunss Good. 8till in the single station given by Marquand {19013,
). CARTOPHYLLEA Latour.
(. rracca Schreb.
(. -grrcara Huds. (0. contigua Hoppe). )
C. panrounaTa L, Ounly at Marquand’s one locality, but the “larga
clumps’’ referred to are now enormous,
(. anmwaris L.
Praranis oaNARIENSIS L, Sporadic on rubbish-tips.
ANTIHOXANTHUM ODORAYUM L.
ArorEoURUS PraTENSIS L, Only in a meadow near Rome Farm,
PHLEUM ARENARIUM L.
Avmormina arenarrs (L) Link,
ATRA oARYOPHYLLRA L.
A. PRamCOX I
Horcug naxarvus L, Dominant on gome cliffs,
TrisBrum FLAVESCENS (L.) Beauv.
ARRHENATHERUM DLATIUS (L) Beauv. ex J. & . Presl.
PeEnaguaites communis Trin,
CYNOSURUS CRISTATUS L.
*Korrpria ausrscEns DC. Commen on Longy Common, confirmed by
Dr. A, Melderis, Marquand (1801) gives only K. erisfata,
Dacryris enomERrsTA L
Poa rrATENSES L,
. rriviarag L.
. annua L.
*(LYOERIA X pPEDICELLATA Townsend (G, FPLUITANS x PLICATAY.  Stream
helow Rose Farm, Neither of the parents was seen.
Frsrvca ruBra L.
T, ovina L.
Vurria MEMBRANACEA (L.} Dum.
V. sromoines (L) Gray.
Carvaropivy krerpum (L.) €. E. Hubbard (Desmaoseria rigida (1..) Tutin),
Very common.
Bromus piawpnus Roth. {(B. gussonei Parl)). Abundant.
B. steErIIg ..
*B. carmawereus Yahl (3. wntoloides H.B.K.). Abundantly established
and very fine in hedgebanks and streamsides by Hssex Houge.
B3. mornrs L. Common, including diminutive forms.
B. rmomInt Hard.
Braomyronrus sYLVATICUM (ITuds.) Beauv.
Torium pERENNE L,
AQroryRoN IUNCEIFORME (A, & D, Live) A. & T, Léve,
Homorom muriNum I,
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liquisprun arveNsE L.

E. rarusTen L,

Premiorum aeumanvu (L.) Kuhn, Very common.

Prvrirnts scorormworrvyM (L) Newm. Clanque Valley.

AsprENiuM MARINUM L. Nunnery Gate,

A, ADIANTUM-NIGRUM L.

A, nura-Mursrta L. Wall N. of Longy Road, by the comatery {cf.
Grose, 1938),

Dryorrrurs rrrrz-mas (L) Schott, Mauney Quarry.

Poryrovrom vungane L.

If one may draw a concluzion from so brief a visit it is that the
straing of the twentieth century have made remarkably little difference
to the flora of Alderney, and that the island remains a most atfractive
spot for the botanist, who will find plenty of scope for future work.

My thanks are due tc my daughter, Miss Tanya Ounsted, for
sssistance with nomenclature, to Mr, D). MeClintock for his kindness
in allowing me to use some of his records, and to Mr. D. H. Kent for
valuable help and advice.
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