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Introduction 
Kent Botany 2016 continues the series of annual reports of botanical developments in Kent.  It is issued primarily 

as a web version, maintained on the Kent page of the Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland (BSBI) website, 

http://www.bsbi.org.uk/ and this should be regarded as the definitive version.  The web version is more 

extensively illustrated than the hard copy version issued in the Kent Field Club Bulletin, but the text in both cases 

is substantially similar. 

 

Highlights 

Highlights for 2016 included the following. 

¶ Carex x prolixa, a very rare hybrid between two rare plant register sedge species, was found at Preston 

Marshes. 

¶ Lotus angustissimus (Slender Bird's-foot-trefoil), feared extinct in Kent, has been sighted in quantity. 

¶ Trichomanes speciosum (Killarney Fern), in its gametophyte form, was discovered, new to Kent, in 

several Wealden sandrock outcrops. 

Eight taxa new to East Kent (vice county 15) and a similar number new to West Kent (vice county 16) were 

recorded. 

 

Recording in Kent, 2016 

Recording priorities were re-set at the Kent Botanical Recording Group (KBRG) AGM on 2 April.  The existing 

target of good county recording coverage for the period 2010-19 inclusive would be maintained (the period is a 

BSBI ódate classô which would enable comparison with other date classes, to identify trends in plant distribution).  

Greater priority, however, would be given to recording as needed for the BSBIôs next national plant atlas, which 

would cover the period 2000-19.  Maps on both hectad and tetrad scale showing the recording position at the 

beginning of 2016 were distributed to all KBRG members, so that areas needing to be surveyed further could be 

ascertained. 

 

The total of records for 2016 entered on the county database by mid-January 2017 was 50,000, more or less the 

same as had been achieved for 2015 at the equivalent time of year.  Records continue to arrive for previous 

years: they have begun for the London Flora Project (which aims to record the flora of Greater London and its 

environs, eventually for the purposes of publication), but many more are expected.  The re-stated totals for earlier 

years are: 21,300 (2010); 28,600 (2011); 28,000 (2012); 37,700 (2013); 62,100 (2014); and 53,600 (2015).  The 

cumulative total for 2010-16 inclusive is 281,300, which has now surpassed the total for 1991-2005 inclusive in 

Philp (2010), although there will be some duplication within the 281,300 records. 

 

Membership of KBRG almost levelled off at 113 members.  The group held 16 field meetings, ranging from 

Dungeness to Crystal Palace (c. 90km apart as the crow flies, emphasising the extent of the botanical county, or 

vice counties, to be surveyed), many of these meetings being in the nature of a survey of territory with special 

Front cover: gametophytes of Trichomanes speciosum (Killarney Fern) at Hungershall Rocks. 

Photo 20 March 2016 ©  Stephen Lemon. 
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access arranged and some of them combining this with a focus on getting to know particular types of plants: 

grasses/sedges, roses and glassworts.  Meetings were all reported in the KBRG newsletter (October 2016) and 

lists of recorded plants distributed after each meeting.  The newsletter also made available crib-sheets for Kent 

roses and glassworts. 

 

Other 2016 publications relevant to the Kent flora included Moyse & Shellswell (2016).  This paper compares the 

effect of different cultivation regimes at Ranscombe Farm on the build-up of biennial and perennial plants in the 

course of maintaining the habitat for rare annual arable weed species. It was found that, in comparison with 

minimum (light) tillage, ploughing produced lower overall plant cover but had no significant impact on the 

numbers of annual plant species, or on the number or population size of rare annual plant species.  Neither 

regime appeared to inhibit the continuance plants such as Cirsium arvense (Creeping Thistle) and Sonchus 

arvensis (Perennial Sow-thistle), but their abundance did not appear to prejudice the rare annuals.  Kent Wildlife 

Trust have been surveying their reserves (for flora and other organisms) via newly established Ecology Groups, 

and their work has been summarised in their Winter 2016/17 newsletter (which includes indicator species 

heatmaps for various sites), accessible via http://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/wildlife/ecology-groups.  Also 

issued in 2016 for KBRG members as available on request, but expected to go on-line, was a transcript of as 

much as has been recovered of the missing MS Flora of Kent by Francis Rose.  This has already enabled the re-

finding of plants which have not been seen for decades and plant locations where Philp (1982, 2010) may have 

given tetrad records which are insufficiently detailed. 

 

Kent rare plant register (RPR) 
The annual update of RPR accounts went on-line in February 2016.  Parts H, I and J/K were placed on-line after 

a membersô consultation phase; parts L and most of M (22 species accounts in all) were circulated early in the 

year for consultation.  A revised list of RPR taxa was issued in February 2016.  Changes to be made after 2016 

recording are the inclusion of Lotus angustissimus (Slender Bird's-foot-trefoil), which was re-found during a 

KBRG meeting set up with this as an objective and the removal of Plantago major subsp. intermedia (Greater 

Plantain), whose inclusion on the RPR list encouraged recording to an extent that it was found to be neither rare 

nor scarce after all. 

 

The total number of RPR records for 2016 was 1,492, including some hybrids with one or more RPR species as 

parents, much in line with recent yearsô efforts.  Records included a number of uncommon arable weeds in 

various locations: Agrostemma githago (Corncockle); Anthemis cotula (Stinking Chamomile ï 19 records); 

Bromus secalinus (Rye Brome ï 33 records); Centaurea cyanus (Cornflower); Euphorbia exigua (Dwarf Spurge); 

Filago pyramidata (Broad-leaved Cudweed); Fumaria parviflora (Fine-leaved Fumitory); Glebionis segetum (Corn 

Marigold); Lithospermum arvense (Field Gromwell); Misopates orontium (Weasel's-snout); Papaver argemone 

(Prickly Poppy); Polygonum rurivagum (Cornfield Knotgrass); Silene gallica (Small-flowered Catchfly ï our first 

true arable record for decades); Spergula arvensis (Corn Spurrey); and Valerianella dentata (Narrow-fruited 

Cornsalad).  There were some excellent finds in the Weald, not an easy area to cover: Trichomanes speciosum 

(Killarney Fern), mentioned above, a rare native, hitherto overlooked; a new site, Bedgebury, for Nardus stricta 

(Mat-grass); a further discovery of Ranunculus tripartitus (Three-lobed Crowfoot); and more data on the 

occurrence of Tilia spp. (Limes).  Residual fen habitat in East Kent has been explored, with the discovery during 

a KBRG meeting at Preston Marshes of Carex elata (Tufted-sedge), a sedge of very limited distribution in Kent, 

and a rare hybrid involving that species; and records of Isolepis cernua (Slender Club-rush) and Eleocharis 

uniglumis (Slender Spike-rush) from a damp meadow near Hacklinge. 

 

Once again, our most frequently recorded RPR species was Fragaria vesca (Wild Strawberry, 115 records), 

where the issue is rate of decline rather than scarcity, this year followed by Oxalis acetosella (Wood-sorrel, 75 

records). 

 

Plant records: selection criteria and recorders 
 

Kent Botany 2016 covers Kent plant records mostly made or reported in that year.  óKentô for these purposes 

comprises botanical vice counties 15 (East Kent) and 16 (West Kent), and is more extensive than the 

administrative county of Kent plus Medway Council unitary authorityôs area.  The vice county boundaries may be 

viewed at Cucaera.co.uk. 

The record selection criteria are flexible, but they focus on plants which are unusual in Kent, or where the plantôs 

location, habitat or population characteristics are unusual.  Preference is given to publication of new discoveries, 

http://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/wildlife/ecology-groups
http://www.cucaera.co.uk/grp/?refs=SJ311134&sticky=false&autocenter=false&map=road&graticule=true&nsgrids=false&zoom=5&lat=56.01066647040695&lon=-2.900390625
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particularly those which do not correspond with a tetrad recorded in Philp (2010).  Taxa which are new to vice 

county 15 or 16 are given in bold.  Records of known populations of RPR species will usually be carried through 

for publication in the draft register, and not necessarily set out in these records. 

 

Nomenclature follows Stace (2010). 

 

All dates given in the records are for 2016, unless otherwise indicated. 

 

Recorders and other persons mentioned in reports 

 

AL  Alex Lockton DM  Daphne Mills JS  Judith Shorter RMB  Rodney Burton 

BT  Barry Taylor DMcL  Duncan McLean LR  Lliam Rooney SA  Sheila Anderson 

BW  Brian Woodhams DS  David Steere MB  Mike Bax SB  Sue Buckingham 

CAS  Clive Stace FJR  Fred Rumsey ME  Mike Easterbrook SC  Steve Coates 

CES  C.E. Salmon FR Francis Rose ML  Mel Lloyd SK  Sarah Kitchener 

CJ  Carl Jones GK  Geoffrey Kitchener MM  Mario Macuran SL  Stephen Lemon 

CO  Colin Osborne IB  Irina Belyaeva MR  Mike Robinson SLP  Sharon Pilkington 

CR  Chris Rose JA Jan Armishaw MSP  Mike Porter SP  Sue Poyser 

CS  Cath Shellswell JM  J. Mobarak OL  Owen Leyshon ST  Samuel Thomas 

DC  D. Chambers JP  Joyce Pitt PA  Pat Acock TCGR  Tim Rich 

DG  Doug Grant JPu  John Puckett PH  Peter Heathcote  

DJ  David Johnson JR  Julian Reed RMa  Roger Maskew  

 

Thanks are due to all these who have contributed; and to Charmian Clay for comments on the report 

presentation. 

 

Other abbreviations or notation 

 

BSBI = Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland 

(formerly Botanical Society of the British Isles) 

MOD = Ministry of Defence 

comm. = communicated by NNR = National Nature Reserve 

conf. = confirmed by RSPB = The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

det. = identity determined by 
 

Plant records which are marked 
R
 represent plants on 

the current draft Kent rare plant register list. 

KBRG = Kent Botanical Recording Group SBRS = Sussex Botanical Recording Society 

KFC = Kent Field Club sens. lat.. = sensu lato, in the wide sense of the plant 

name 

KWT = Kent Wildlife Trust sens. str. = sensu stricto, in the strict or narrow sense 

of the plant name 

LNHS = London Natural History Society  

 

Amendments 

 

In Kent Botany 2015, the Cerastium brachypetalum record for TQ 594 681 would more accurately read TQ 59433 

68048. 
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Achillea ptarmica (Sneezewort) would be accounted a rare plant register species if a register had been compiled 

separately for East Kent, given how much its county occurrences are confined to the West Kent Weald.  So SBôs 

discovery of it near Sellindge on 10 June is a welcome addition.  The plant was growing in profusion in meadows 

on both banks of a stream from TR 11084 37673 to TR 11395 37651 in an area between the M20 and the high 

speed railway.  Two patches were also seen by CO on 24 July around the private Poldhurst Farm Lake, Bigbury, 

TR 113 579.  There were no signs of wildflower planting, although the lake appears to be a 1990s construction, 

albeit fed by a pre-existing stream. 

 

Agrostis vinealis (Brown Bent)
 R

 is a grass for which we have relatively few recent records.  In Philp (1982), it was 

bundled with Agrostis canina (Velvet Bent) and in Philp (2010) only five tetrads were given.  Now we may add 

SBôs record of 4 July: a small amount on a dry sandy bank with Calluna vulgaris (Heather) and Carex pilulifera 

(Pill Sedge) near Rhodes Minnis, TR 1386 4324. 

 

Anagallis arvensis subsp. arvensis f. pallida is a colour form of Scarlet Pimpernel (near white, with a purple 

centre) which the KBRG meeting of 10 August encountered on the Stour Valley walk at Trenleypark Wood, TR 

1910 5983. 

 

Atriplex x gustafssoniana (the hybrid between Long-stalked Orache and Spear-leaved Orache) was found during 

the KBRG meeting of 10 October at the saline base of the landward side of the sea wall west of Shellness 

hamlet, Sheppey at c. TR 048 681.  This is only the second time that it has been found in East Kent, the previous 

find (under the name of A. x kattegatense) having been in the same area, in 1977 (Badmin, 1978).  It has some 

stalked bracteoles, a character inherited from A. longpipes (Long-stalked Orache), which does not seem to have 

been recorded any nearer than Norfolk and Hampshire, but hybrids and hybrid derivatives appear generally to be 

more frequently encountered than the species. 

 

Avena sterilis subsp. ludoviciana (Winter Wild-oat) could easily be (and probably is) passed over for Avena fatua 

(Wild-oat), and needs to be identified from mature spikelets, whose florets drop as a cluster, not individually.  It 

was recorded by BW on 25 November south east of Maidstone, TQ7852, on disturbed ground at the edge of a 

building site.  It may have originated from the seed bank built up when the site was a field.  

 

Bupleurum rotundifolium (Thorow-wax), found by CS in the 

course of a Plantlife survey on 16 June east of Patrixbourne, 

TR1955, originally gave rise to some excitement as a potential 

historic arable weed survivor.  There were five plants in a field 

under oil seed rape, but it transpires that the farmer grows B. 

rotundifolium cv. 'Griffithii' as a cut flower, so these plants had 

presumably escaped or were a crop relict.  Such an origin ï or 

as a wildflower sowing ï would seem to be our only realistic 

opportunity of finding the species wild in the county now. 

 

Calystegia pulchra, 26 July 2016.  Photo © Colin Osborne. 

 

Calystegia pulchra (Hairy Bindweed) has very few recent East 

Kent records and partly pink Bindweeds may turn out to be 

forms of either C. sepium (Hedge Bindweed) or C. silvatica 

(Large Bindweed); but a pink striped-white find by CO on 26 

July at Thruxted, TR 101 539, fulfilled all the right criteria, 

Plant records for East Kent (vice county 15) 
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having pouched, overlapping bracteoles and pedicels sparsely hairy, winged at the top. 

 

Calystegia soldanella (Sea Bindweed)
 R

 was noted by OL in small numbers on 3 August on the shingle storm 

ridge between Galloways and Dengemarsh, Lydd MOD Ranges, which has seen a relaxation of mechanical sea 

defence works in the last two years. These records, for TR 04828 17013 and TR 05048 16984, fill a gap on the 

shingle coastline between the populations to the west at Camber in East Sussex and to the north at Greatstone 

Dunes. 

 

Camelina sativa (Gold-of-pleasure) has very few recent Kent records indeed.  There is a case for including it as a 

rare plant register species, given that it is accorded archeophyte status as an ancient introduction, although it 

currently seems to rely on introduction through sowing for game birds and the like.  This may well have been the 

source of thousands of plants seen by OL on 3 July at Springfield Bridge, Dungeness, TR 056181, in a set aside 

field which has remained rough and weedy, with plants such as Helianthus annuus (Sunflower) and Raphanus 

raphanistrum (Wild Radish) suggesting similar origins. 

 

Carex echinata (Star Sedge)
 R

 was characterised in Philp (2010) as declining, with five county tetrad records for 

1991-2005.  However, there have been 14 tetrad records since 2010 (equivalent to 18 monads), including JPôs 

record of 14 July at the edges of a Hemsted Forest ride, TQ 817 366 and discoveries during the KBRG meeting 

of 21 July in Hatch Park.  The latter accounted for one plant at the north east margin of Heron Pond, in damp 

rising ground close to fringing bracken, TR 06684 40631; and several plants, scattered, and in places frequent, 

towards the margin of a mire at the eastern end of Boating Pond, TR 0648 4067. 

 

Carex elata
 
(Tufted-sedge)

 R
 has a very restricted distribution in Kent.  Philp (2010) treats it as only known in the 

Sandwich / Worth area, at least up to 2005, although it was subsequently confirmed at Dungeness.  However, 

Rose (1950) had mentioned it as present on ditch borders at Wingham Fen, part of the Wingham River 

catchment which joins the Little Stour.  Just downstream of this confluence lies the Preston Marshes SSSI, 

supposedly the last remaining area of fen vegetation in the Little Stour valley, and the KBRG meeting on 5 July 

was fortunate enough to find a number of plants along the margins of a ditch at TR 2335 5995 within the SSSI. 

 

Carex nigra (Common Sedge)
 R 

was not found in north east Kent at all during the 1991-2005 survey for Philp 

(2010), but it still retains a presence there, testified by a find by AL and TCGR on 2 May in the Stour valley south 

of Westbere, TR1960, and by SLôs discovery on 13 August of plants south of Hacklinge Farm, TR 3406 5423.  

The latter were in the damp, closely grazed sward of a sedge-rich fen pasture, with Hydrocotyle vulgaris (Marsh 

Pennywort). 

 

Carex x prolixa (the hybrid between C. acuta, Slender Tufted-sedge
 R

 and C. elata, Tufted-sedge
 R

) was 

discovered by the KBRG meeting on 5 July at Preston Marshes as a single plant on the margin of a ditch at TR 

23106 60089.  Material was sent to MSP (BSBI referee) who felt on balance that it should be recorded as this 

cross.  The key elements were the short bract (as in C. elata) and the long spikes, both male and female (as in C. 

acuta).  There are only a handful of records for this 

hybrid in England and Wales, and this is the first 

record for vice county 15, East Kent. 

 

Carex x prolixa, 5 July 2016.  Photo © Alex Lockton. 

 

Centaurea cyanus
 
(Cornflower)

 R
 often occurs in the 

context of wildflower sowings, but a find by SP & DG 

in a grass ley at the bottom of Bluebell Hill, TQ7560, 

on 22 September, was not necessarily of this origin. 

 

Centunculus minimus (Chaffweed)
 R

 is treated in Philp 

(1982 & 2010) as primarily a plant of Wealden woods, 

but we may not have cast the net wide enough in 

looking for this inconspicuous annual.  SB has 

contributed records suggesting a much wider 

distribution in East Kent.  On 1 September she found a few plants in a couple of damp hollows along a wide ride 

at Covert Wood, TR 18391 47888 and at TR 1819 4789.  On 14 September in Gorsley Wood, Bishopsbourne, 

she came across groups of plants on damp grassy paths at TR 1666 5177 and at TR 1695 5198, with more 
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scattered from TR1719 5186 south to TR 1713 5172 in damp ruts made by chestnut coppice vehicles, and further 

plants on a side track at TR 1723 5182.  On 20 September, she counted just five plants along a damp ride in 

Upper Hardres Wood from TR 14456 49439 to TR 14495 49525, the associated damp-loving flora including 

Lythrum portula (Water-purslane) and Gnaphalium uliginosum (Marsh Cudweed). 

 

Chenopodium glaucum (Oak-leaved Goosefoot)
 R

 was noted by SB & LR on 27 September at the margin of the 

large bird scrape at Oare Marshes, TR 01264 6445, with C. chenopodioides (Saltmarsh Goosefoot). 

 

Coriandrum sativum (Coriander) was found by SB on 12 July ï a single plant at Dover in a sea-front raised flower 

bed.  This observation was closely followed up by a weeding workforce. 

 

Dactylorhiza x grandis (the hybrid between Common Spotted-orchid and Southern Marsh-orchid) was recorded 

by SB on 10 June, as several plants on the bank of the high speed railway alongside a public footpath south of 

Sellindge, TR1079 3770.  The parents were present, D. praetermissa being in abundance close by. 

 

Dipsacus pilosus (Small Teasel)
 R

  favours damp, shady, disturbed habitats, exemplified by the discovery by GK 

& SK of c.20 plants on 3 July in heavy shade on or near the south bank of the Great Stour, where cattle-trampled, 

west of Lenham Heath, TQ 9078 4908. 

 

Eleocharis acicularis (Needle Spike-rush)
 R 

is now known from a second East Kent location, following its 

discovery by SLP on 13 October in a normally óout of boundsô area (protecting breeding Lapwing) at Dungeness 

RSPB reserve in the course of a bryophyte survey of damp sand habitats.  There was quite a substantial 

population, growing submerged in shallow water in a sheltered corner of a gravel pit, TR 0729 1929.  There were 

no flowers/fruits but a dense ólawnô of leaves, some of which were detached and floating together with their 

rhizome.  It is a habitat much like the margins of many of the flooded worked-out sand and gravel pits that make 

up the Cotswold Water Park complex straddling the Wiltshire-Gloucestershire border, where it is familiar to SLP.  

She surveyed a number of other pit margins that day, but found the extent of Crassula helmsii (New Zealand 

Pigmyweed) was such as would be likely to limit opportunities for the spread of the Eleocharis elsewhere.  This 

colony looks to be one more likely to have arrived through the agency of wildfowl than the other current East Kent 

one, at Betteshanger Country Park. 

 

Eleocharis uniglumis (Slender Spike-rush)
 R

 has been restored to the flora of East Kent through its discovery by 

SL on 13 August in a cattle-grazed, marshy, sedge-rich fen pasture in Ham valley, on the west side of the A258 

south of Hacklinge Farm, within Hacklinge Marshes SSSI.  It was found in the area south of the dividing dyke, at 

TR 340 542, TR 341 542, TR 340 541 and TR 341 541.  Plants were widespread but not obvious, due to heavy 

grazing, and they were most noticeable in the lush ungrazed growth that fringed the edges of old cow-pats.  The 

last previous East Kent records have been in the lower catchment of the River Stour, TQ36, and sight seems to 

have been lost, until now, of its presence here after Rose (1950) referred to the tract west of the main road south 

of Hacklinge Farm as being dominated in part by Blysmus compressus (Flat-sedge) ï now on our ôprobably 

extinctô list ï and E. uniglumis.  He considered it to be (as at 1950) an area whose vegetation had been modified 

by grazing and mowing for hay over a long period, dominated largely by grasses and sedges characteristic of 

moist calcareous soils and subjected to brackish water conditions at some time past. 

 

Epilobium (Willowherb) hybrids were recorded in East Kent as follows: 

Epilobium x dacicum (the cross between Short-fruited and Hoary Willowherbs) ï one plant with parents in a 

chalk field reverting to grassland, noted by GK below Burham Down, TQ 737 619, on 5 August. 

Epilobium x interjectum (the cross between Broad-leaved and American Willowherbs) ï seen at the bottom of a 

fence by a pedestrian / cycle way by GK & SK at Ashford, TR0142, on 11 August. 

Epilobium x limosum (the cross between Hoary and Broad-leaved Willowherbs) ï at least four hybrid plants 

seen, with characters suggesting that two were E. parviflorum (f) x E. montanum (m) crosses and two the 

reciprocal.  These were in an area of scrub and brambles, probably cut back a few years before, by the North 

Downs way, south west of Hucking, TQ836570, in a mixed population of E. montanum, E. parviflorum and E. 

tetragonum (Broad-leaved, Hoary and Square-stalked Willowherbs). 

Epilobium x vicinum (the cross between Short-fruited and American Willowherbs) ï a couple of plants with 

parents in tall vegetation of a wet area in a field near Hinxhill, TR 043 428 and TR 042 428. 
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Erica cinerea (Bell Heather)
 R 

was recorded by SB on 19 

July, a single patch on the landward slope of the sea bank at 

TR 37387 54833, with Carex arenaria (Sand Sedge) and 

other plants of fixed dunes and sandy shingle.  This is the 

only record for TR35 and its surrounding hectads, so the 

presumption must be that this is an introduction, although 

Philp (2010) comments that a population of Calluna vulgaris 

(Heather) in a similar habitat at Sandwich Bay looks 

completely native. 

 

Euphorbia maculata, 16 August 2016.  

 Photo © Sue Buckingham. 

  

Euphorbia maculata (Spotted Spurge) is a pioneer 

species of disturbed open ground in north America, 

naturalised in Europe, often spreading via nurseries.  Until 

2016, it had not been recorded in Kent, but now we have two 

records from East Kent and one (see later) from West Kent.  

It was first recorded on 16 August in the course of a KFC 

meeting (comm. DG) at Saltwood Castle, where it was not deliberately introduced and has become a persistent 

weed on the gravelled driveway.  Then on 17 October, SB found it to be abundant across two brick-paved front 

gardens in Grenham Road, Birchington at TR 29369 69723.  The house occupant had no idea of the origin of the 

plants, which may have arrived as a weed with a nursery-bought plant.  However, Polycarpon tetraphyllum (Four-

leaved Allseed) was also present, suggesting similar habitat needs, but also raising questions as regards whether 

there was a common origin, e.g. nursery stock from Spain.  These are accordingly first and second records for 

vice county 15, East Kent. 

 

Festuca brevipila (Hard Fescue) was 

found by AL on 11 May, three clumps on 

the pavement of Canterbury Road, 

Whitstable near the toll house, TR 1048 

6558, conf. CAS, who remarked: 

óthousands of tons of seed of this are 

sown every year by councilsô ï so it 

appears that it is being overlooked.  As 

with other introduced plants, it is helpful if 

it is recorded so as to be able to 

differentiate between sites where 

persistent from sowing or where ï as 

here ï it is making its own way in the 

world. 

 

Festuca brevipila, 11 May 2016.  

 Photo © Alex Lockton. 

 

Galium parisiense (Wall Bedstraw)
 R

 has made another non-wall appearance in Kent, SB having found on 10 

June a dense spread of plants for 40 yards on the sandy banks of the M20 alongside a footpath south of 

Sellindge, TR 1079 3772. 

 

Geranium nodosum (Knotted Crane's-bill) is cultivated as forms of various colour shades.  A light pink coloured 

form was seen by GK on 29 June, as two plants in the pavement of Sunningdale Drive, Wigmore, TQ8064, the 

second record for this species in East Kent. 

 

Gladiolus x hortulanus (Large-flowered Gladiolus) represents a complex of hybrids which lie behind the 

development of the modern floristsô Gladiolus, and a single flowering specimen was noted by OL on 30 July in 

Greatstone Dunes opposite Seaview Road junction on the seaward side of The Parade, TR 08215 22241.  Whilst 

it was a somewhat plain-looking plant in terms of colour, given the current hortal range, the flowers were a showy 

10cm across.  The garden Gladiolus records given in Philp (1982) are of G. x colvillei, a taxon with fewer and 

narrower leaves.  This appears to be a first record for vice county 15, East Kent. 
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Gladiolus x hortulanus, 30 July 2016.  Photo © Owen Leyshon. 

 

Glebionis segetum (Corn Marigold)
 R 

is all too often under suspicion 

of being a wildflower introduction, but a sighting by CO on 3 May 

seemed to have a fair prospect of resulting from seed-bank 

disturbance.  This was of at least five plants on a freshly built mound 

alongside a farm road at St Nicholas Court Farm, St Nicholas at 

Wade, TR 2575 6695, with no apparent accompanying wildflower 

sowing. 

 

Glyceria x pedicellata (the hybrid between Floating and Plicate 

Sweet-grasses) was recorded by BW on 25 May by a stream in an 

old meadow east of Sanding, TQ7658. 

 

Helleborus argutifolius (Corsican Hellebore), with its architectural 

leaves, is not infrequent in gardens, but appears not to have been 

seen outside them hitherto in East Kent.  However, a cluster of some 

25 plants was recorded by OL on 31 March on old landscaped sand 

next to the ARC pit, Dungeness RSPB reserve, TR 06502 19816.  This is a first record for vice county 15, 

East Kent. 

 
Helleborus argutifolius, 31 March 2016.  Photo © Owen Leyshon. 

 

Himantoglossum hircinum (Lizard Orchid)
 R

 made an appearance at a 

new site, where there may well be scope for continuity and expansion, 

viz. at the Betteshanger Country Park, where DMcL counted 61 

flowering spikes in grassland on 15 June.  Twelve of these were also 

seen by SB on 26 June, between TR 3521 5377 and TR 3527 5363.  

DMcLôs mapping places one plant at TR 362 541, in a different monad. 

 

Hippuris vulgaris (Mare's-tail)
 R

 was encountered by the KBRG 

meeting on 10 October between Shellness and Harty (Sheppey), at TR 

0370 6702, where there was a very large population in a brackish 

drainage channel and at TR 0409 6755, where there was a smaller 

population in a similar habitat. 

 

Hottonia palustris (Water-violet) 
R
 was recorded, within the broad 

range of its Wealden distribution, by GK on 3 May in a woodland pond 

west of Digdog Lane, near Sissinghurst, TQ8139, and by SB on 5 August in a pond in sheep pasture north of 

Bethersden, TQ 9246 4121. 

 

Hypericum hircinum (Stinking Tutsan) is a garden plant whose commercial prospects appear to have been limited 

by its English name (although the odour is not perceived by all as unpleasant).  It was found on 30 April by GK & 

SK at Hythe, TR1534, growing inside a street drain. 

 

Hypericum x inodorum (Tall Tutsan) is another hortal St Johnôs-wort, and an odd bush was recorded by GK & SK 

on 10 April in Allium ursinum (Ramsons) woodland of the downs scarp slope above Fishponds Farm, Brook, TR 

086 443. 

 

Isolepis cernua (Slender Club-rush)
 R

 was first found in Kent at Worth Minnis in 2006 and has now been 

discovered by SL, on 13 August, at a site near Hacklinge, c.1.5km away, TR 34058 54243.  One fruiting patch 

was seen growing in a damp, closely grazed sward of marshy, sedge-rich fen pasture in the Ham valley.  

Associated species included Hydrocotyle vulgaris (Marsh Pennywort) and Calliergonella cuspidata (Pointed 

Spear-moss).  This is a significant addition to our knowledge of the very fragmentary flora of the (now largely lost) 

East Kent fens. 
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Lathyrus odoratus (Sweet Pea) was recorded by JA on 26 May, finding three plants on the sloping bank away 

from sea near to the shellfish hatchery at Reculver, TR234 694. 

 

Lotus angustissimus, 10 August 2016.  Photo © Lliam Rooney. 

 

Lotus angustissimus (Slender Bird's-foot-trefoil)
 R

 

was on the county óprobably extinctô list with a ólast 

seenô date of 1987, although it transpires that it 

had been seen since then.  A KBRG meeting on 

10 August targeted the re-finding of this species, 

in which it was very successful.  Hundreds ï 

possibly thousands ï of plants were seen in fruit 

and flower lining both sides of a path (Stour Valley 

Walk) on bare sand and gravel from TR 19105 

59832 westwards to TR 19205 59844 (c. 100m).  

The path is in Trenleypark Wood through sweet 

chestnut coppice which was cut during winter 

2014/15.  A patch of 8 plants was seen 30m east 

of the main concentration, at TR 19072 59824, at 

a gateway; and a further solitary plant was present 

at a third site on a different path, TR 19560 59683 (nearer the road).  It seems that the appearance of the species 

is dependent on the coppicing cycle and when this is unfavourable, then upon any adventitious opening up of the 

habitat by rabbits or the like.  

 

Matthiola incana (Hoary Stock) normally grows on the east Kent cliffs, but a somewhat bizarre exception to this 

was its presence growing on soil dumped under Medway bridges during construction of the high speed railway, 

TQ7266, noted by DG on 3 June. 

 

Orchis x bergonii, 16 May 2016.  Photo © Lliam Rooney. 

 

Orchis x bergonii (the hybrid between Monkey
 
and Man

 

Orchids) was seen and admired by a number of botanists at 

the Orchis simia (Monkey Orchid)
 R

 Ospringe site (TQ9860), 

for example on 13 and 16 May.  It was a cage-protected 

plant, somewhat isolated from the seven O. simia plants 

which flowered in 2016.  No O. anthropophora (Man Orchid)
 R

 

plants were flowering, but they have been present in the past.  

Hybrid plants have been known here during 1985-92, but the 

earlier practice of hand-pollination at the site gave rise to 

query as to whether the hybridisation was an artificial 

product.  No such doubt attaches to the present occurrence. 

 

Orobanche picridis (Oxtongue Broomrape)
 R 

was the subject 

of an annual survey by FJR, looking at its sites from Dover 

Harbour to Langdon Bay (56 plants), St Margaretôs Bay and 

Lighthouse Down (1 plant) and Dover Patrol to Kingsdown 

(190 plants). The total of 247 plants compares with 192 for 

the previous year (see Kent Botany 2015); recording was 

undertaken at 8-figure grid reference level. 

 

Parapholis incurva (Curved Hard-grass)
 R

 was recorded by 

AL and JM on 3 July at Whitstable Harbour, TR109 671. 

  

Phytolacca acinosa sens. lat. (Indian Pokeweed) was found 

by CO on 28 May at St Nicholas at Wade, TR2666.  One 

plant grew in front of some garage doors and another 

adjoining a brick wall in the same road.  As they had 7-8 stamens and a similar number of essentially free 

carpels, Stace (2010) would point one towards P. acinosa, but the key by Eric Clement in Rich & Jermy (1998) 


