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Rare Plant Registers in Wales
• What is a Rare Plant? 

• What are Rare Plant Registers?

• Why are they useful in recording?

• How do you go about making a Rare Plant 

Register?

– How can a Country Officer help?



What is a Rare Plant? 

Genista pilosa



What is a Rare Plant? 

Genista pilosa: Nationally Rare

GB Red list: Near Threatened

Wales Red List: Vulnerable

Pembrokeshire: Not Locally 
Scarce (31 monads)



What is a Rare Plant? 

Asplenium viride



What is a Rare Plant? 

Asplenium viride

Not Nationally Scarce, Least Concern

Monmouthshire: Locally 

Rare



What is a Rare Plant Register? 

• Details of the sites occupied by Rare 

Plants in the county – especially Locally 

Rare  - 3 or fewer “sites”

• (also usually includes species with 

national threat/ scarcity status, and Locally 

Scarce – ~10 or fewer sites)



Cardiganshire – 1978 – 2012…



Carmarthenshire – 1984 – 1999…



Monmouthshire – 2007



Shropshire – 3rd edition 2005…



County Rare 

Plant 

Registers
Counties with Registers 

in Britain and Ireland



Why are Rare Plant Registers 

useful?

• Interesting for Vice-County Recorder –

allows them to value rare species 

objectively

• Recording – suggests areas to target

• Planning – locally rare species may be 

listed separately

• Conservation – allows those working in 

conservation to locate most important local 

species



Use in GIS

• Conservation  professionals e.g. Natural 

England, Natural Resources Wales, Local 

Government Ecologists,  etc. etc.…

• (and you too if you have the desire, and 

will to learn a new computer program)

• Display in Arc/ MapInfo/ QGIS – over 

maps or aerial photographs









Examples of RPR 

data
• Hammarbya paludosa

• Western distribution in GB 

(LC in GB Red List but EN 

in Wales)

• Not scarce in 

Cardiganshire

• Scarce in Pembrokeshire 

and Caernarvonshire

• Rare in Merionethshire, 

Monmouthshire 

(discovered 2015!), 

Radnorshire, Breconshire 

and Carmarthenshire

• Absent from other counties

Photo: Sarah 

Stille
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How to make a Rare Plant 

Register?

1. Create a species list

2. Add information for each species

3. Create a spreadsheet of sites

4. Format a printable version



Create a species list

• Spreadsheets available from Andy Amphlett –

allow download and selection according to 

varying criteria from DDB; automate first draft 

list (based on number of tetrads/ monads)

• Add species of national importance (Red 

Data Books, Nationally Rare/ Scarce)

• Review list using local knowledge (may for 

example exclude Taraxacum/ Hieracium/ 

Rubus





Add information for each 

species
• Could include:

– Historical information (first county record, 

sites where not found since 19XX)

– Local views (apparently declining in the 

county, widely planted in wildflower mixes, 

etc.

– General species account – may be available 

centrally



Create a spreadsheet of sites

• Depends upon the nature of records

• Ideally, remove majority of repeat records 

for each site (but this is laborious)

Hippocrepis comosa

(Horseshoe Vetch)

GB/ Wales: Least 

Concern

Caernarvon: Rare



Format a printable version

• With two spreadsheets this can be 
automated (Access = database program)

• I can create a printable version in a few 
hours 

• Can include maps (to replace tables for 
species with numerous sites)

• Could include occasional photographs if 
desired

• pdf or spreadsheet could be downloaded 
from BSBI website (county page)



How can we help?

• Advice on method – (keeping it simple)

• Extracting information from DDB

• Providing national information – Red Lists, 

National Status lists, Species Accounts?

• A second opinion for choices

• Formatting – converting spreadsheet to 

printable



Any questions?

• Thanks to

– The Vice-County Recorders of 

Wales

– Natural Resources Wales


