
Recording non-natives in urban environments 
- can it be done consistently and constructively?





Malva sylvestris (common mallow), Hirschfeldia incana (hoary mustard) 
& Artemisia vulgaris (mugwort). 



Ornithogalum umbellatum (star-of-Bethlehem)



Iris foetidissima c.v.s (stinking iris)



Eupatorium cannabinum (hemp-agrimony) & Sonchus palustris (marsh sow-thistle)



Ailanthus-altissima (tree-of-hell)



Ailanthus status data on the BSBI DDb

• Total records – 1157 
• ‘Unknown’ – 898
• ‘Surviving in wild for at least five 

years but not spreading’ – 26
• ‘Status uncertain - presumed 

originally miscoded by recorder’ – 1
• ‘Planted deliberately in a wild 

situation but not established’ – 58
• ‘Not classified’ – 1
• ‘Naturalized escape or alien’ – 7
• ‘Native’ – 3
• ‘Established in wild for at least five 

years and spreading’ – 89
• ‘Deliberate introduction’ – 2
• ‘Casual - present briefly (less than 

five years)’ – 35
• ‘Alien, excluding casual’ – 8
• ‘Alien, but reported as native or 

without status by recorder’ – 12
• ‘Alien, (all categories)’ - 13



Paulownia tomentosa (foxglove-tree)



Cordyline australis (cabbage-tree)



SE England Distribution of Cordyline australis (cabbage palm)



Cordyline australis (cabbage palm) DDb and status dropdown



Agrostemma githago (corn-cockle)



Galinsoga quadriradiata (shaggy-soldier)



Urtica membranacea (membranous nettle)



Polycarpon tetraphyllum (four-leaved allseed)



Chaenostoma cordatum (bacopa or trailing phlox)



Delosperma cooperi (trailing ice-plant) 



Solanum laciniatum (kangaroo-apple)



Lavatera oblongifolia (Alpujarran tree-mallow)



Trifolium tomentosum (woolly clover)



Senecio x albescens with foliage of parents, S. jacobaea and S. cineraria




