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EDITORIAL 

This issue contains 3 paper of unusual stimulus and 
fresh approach dealing with distributional and survival 
interest in an ecological environment prone to disregard 
because it is assumed to have no interest beyond the 
spasmodic occurrence of some unexpected species. It is 
one thing to record the rare appearance in an urban 
setting but a systematic survey is a much more valuable 
contribution to knowledge of the changing flora of Britain. 
We are most grateful to Mr. Chater for this paper. 

Also appears in this number an obituary notice of the 
late Dr. H.A. Hyde. The present editor has an especial 
cause to remember Dr. Hyde with gratitude. In 1949, in 
response to an appeal for help to SQve the semi-natural 
oakwoods ef the Upper Towy valley, he came with Mr. Wade 
from Cardiff to meet thethen Director of Forestry for 

,.S. Wales, Mr. Russell and myself. Dr. Hyde, suaviter in 
modo, fortiter in re, quietly rejected all compromise and 
carried the day. Those oakwoods now lie almost wholly 
submerged beneath the spectacular but mainly sterile 
waters of the Brianne Reservoir. 

That there has been a delay in the appearance of this 
obituary is due to an error for which the present editor 
must take all responsibility. 

There is some welcome evidence of a growing sense 
of responsibility towards conservation of plant life even 
amongst non-botanists. I have sensed this keenly in the 
frequent contacts I have '.vi th owners of the smaller Welsh 
farms who take pride in any spocies of special interest 
on their land (one such valued cooperator has just asked 
advice on the improvement of his pasture without destruction 
of an interesting Rubus). There is, however, a danger lest, 
as "rarities" and new r-Jcords grow more sC8rce, botanists 
themselves should be the destroyers. In search for critical 
species and for newly-established and difficult taxa a 
recklessness of 'blanket collection' can be disastrous and 
must be highly deleterious to the local status of the plant, 
moreover reducing the high stAndard of example in the Society 
to a scandal of selfishness which no scientific zeal can 
excuse. 
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THE STREET FLORJ. OF CENTRAL ABERYS·r1,VYTH. 

A.O. CH1;TER. 

INTRODUCTION. 

This is a brief study of the florn of the most urban 
area in mid-';7ales. The botanist who ~:'las to spend an hour 
in the middl~ of one of our towns may close his mind to 
the possibility of seeing anything of interest, unless he 
can find a demolition site or a deserted garden, but one 
may be astonished at how many species are usually to be 
found in what at first glance may look like a completely 
plantless street. In the notes which follow I have con
fined myself to higher plants of what I considered to be 
the most extreme urban habitats, that is to the plants 
gr~wing on the roads, in the gutters, on pavements, under 
gratings .in the pavements, on walls fronting the streets, 
in cellar-wells, and on the steps up to front doors or 
down to cellars from the street.' I have also included 
small patches of soil around street trees (occurring only 
in Alexandra Road, North Parade, Portland Street, Thespian 
Street and Queen's Road), and the miniature beds of earth 
or miniature gardens in Alexan.dra Road, North Parade, 
Portland Street and Marine Terrace; only 7 species are 
confined to these habitats (Geranium molle, Aegopodium, 
Salix cinerea ssp. atrocinerea, Linaria repens, Lamium 
purpureum, Petasites fragrans and Poa trivialis) and were 
it not for the difficulties of defining boundaries of 
habitats they would have been omitted. The weed flora'. 
of the smaller public flowerbeds is usually negligible, 
due to the efficiency of the borough gardeners. I have 
excluded all other flowerbeds and gardens (such as those 
in Queen's Road, Thespian Street, outside Nos. 18-20 
Marine Terrace, in Alexandra Road, et~)j all lawns, 
demolition sites and areas of waste ground (such as at 
the corner of Pier Street and Great Darkgate Street and 
in Princess Street), and all alleys or yards leading off 
the streets. 
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It will be seen :Crot:l the plan thnt I have consici21.'ed 
central Aberystwyth to be bounded by 00uth Ro~d, Mills3tree~! 
AlexandrD ROc\cl, Thespi~n Strt:et,~ueu~1 s J-~O~Jd1 B::-lth ;:3tre.;,:,t, 
Marine i'erI'c1C8, Kir~g Str(::,-:-t; j L.Jurn ?locl; ~ 0t, ~,.:i.c~:'[,Cl' s Pl::::'~G 
and Sea -fiew Place, I helve exclL,.deci Crynfr"n Buildintjs; 
Crynfryn How and Laurel Plcet:; since clwy Dre 1'1::,1' the Cl'J2~~ 
'part unt8r .ced, pede str ion GrCel s more; ok in to ynr ds OJ: ':::le: -:;}( 
ga~dens than to streets. On th~ other hand I have included 
vhndmill CGurt Emu Mc Cl' Lane. 

, Lt would be interesting to investigate the floros of tbe 
ba_ok g8rdens, w8ste patches, grassy areo's such 2~'3 Bethel 
c~~ete~y~ St. Mary's churchyard, the very rich Alexandra Rc?d 
sChool ,lawn, what is left of St. Michael's churchyard etc, 9 

but~hi~ is outside the ecological scope ef the present note. 
'-~h~"fJ,or8s of Crynfryn Buildings (some 30 spp.-), the alleys 
behin_d Hos.25 - 43 Portland Road (some 40 spp.) and No. "4 
'Gre,at ,.Darkgate Street are especially rich', and the plant 
succession on thewell~known demolition site at the corner of 

.- .. P.t.er Street and Great- D8rkg0 te StrEet would be 'interesting 'tc 
;record. 

For the purposes of the listing, s8~eral of the lar~er 
streets.have be~n divided into two or more parts~ 1he record 
ing was all don~in 1970- 1973. The area is ~ntirely wi+t~n 
th~ ,1-km. grid~square SN/5881, and the height above sea -le'.::~ 
()f'the road s-q.rfaces ranges from 10 ft. to 61 fe, 

GENJiiRAL RE11LQKS. 

~\ The two" c!'ommone st sp~c i8 s, Poa annua (3nd'Sagina procuri!.l:,c:~: '" 
ar~::both mpre or less. prostrate percmnia'1S wi th stems :;:'ooting 
at the _nodes, an,d both can SGt abundant seed~·, rather quickly 
for p~rer~nial s y . clfter gerrr:inc::: ti cnD Both arc e'spec ially ab'L _cc:; n';' 

be~ween pavin.'g'stones? and Poa annua generally behoveE' 88 :~:-, 
a:qpllai only in richel' habitats where; it forms ]"argel" tufts, 
T~~axacum is tha nG~t commonest plant; it f18wers less often, 
but can persist for many years in sL,lite of treading and othST 
damage, as can another almost equally abundant plant ef rather 
similar habit, Plantago major. The other two especially 
abundant species are, by contrast, ef erect habit, Senecio 
vulgaris_ and Sonchus oleraceus, both have an unusual abil{t~7 
to send' out new shoots after breakage, even though Senecio 
vulgaris probably behaves only as an annual. These six ~-
species are found in most of the streets. Stellaria media is 
another very widespEead species, but is very ephemeral ariJ dae3 
not flower often. 
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fJ.'here is B proup ,,1' cr.mmon sp0(:i()s chAracteristic of 
walls, including several ferns. The older, mortared wnlls; 
usually sepBrnting yards or gardens from the streets, 
mostly have on them pryopteris filix-mas, Phyllitis and 
xymbalari3, cmd. sometimes 81[0 Asplenium rut -muraria, 

• trichomanes 9 Polypodium Vlllp:cu'e 2nd others. roa pratensj.s 
is almost restricted to the tops of old walls. Especially 
rich walls can be found in Moor Lnne, where six species of 
fern, includin~ abund8nt Ceteroch, can be found, but many 
other st:;::eets bave good old v1811s such 8S Gray's Inn Eoad, 
King Street 8nd Castle Street, Smoother, cement-pointed walls, 
such as those of the cinem~s :n Bath Street, outside chapels 
in various stre8ts, c1l1d t::":::S<3 of the bouses themselves on the 
north side of North Par3de CAn be almost as rich; ~o. 36A 
Ne:h Parode has supported Cl smBll population of Pteri.~lium 
for many year s. 

Iron gratings, opening onto cellar windows or coal-hOles, 
are foupd on the pavements. of several streets and are especially 

.. interesting. The cavities below them often have sloping sides 
which collect Cl deposit of dirt from the street, remain damp, 
and are ono of the few habitats in which plants can grow un
disturbed to a lorge size. Phyllitis and Dryopteris filix-mas 
are especially common here, 8S are other shade-tolerant plants 
such as CymbalariB, CircBea and sever81 species of Epilobium. 
A sizeable Corylus bush can be seen under a grating in Eastgate 
and bushes of Acer pseudoplatanus and Ulmus under gratings in 
Great Darkgate Street. Other especially good gratings are in 
New Street and Bridge Street. 

Many houses h8v·2 deep wells, not covered by gratings, 
between the pBvement and the cellar or lower ground floor 
windows, and much can b8 found in these places, and on the 
steps learling down into thorn. .2pilobium mon+~, ~. obscul'" E!.9 
Rumex cris~~12.9 Stellnrio media, Dryopteris fl'.ix-mos and 
Asplenium trichomanas ore especially choracteristic. Such 
cellar-wells can be soen in9 for example 9 the west part of 
Portland Street and outside several houses in Marine Terrace. 
Steps up to front doors, such as those on the south side of 
North Parade, often su~port n rich fern flora. 

Many perennial species on the streets are very ephemeral 
and may never flower. The abundance of seedlings of Rllbus 
fruticosus is rather surprising. Tussilago has persisted for 
several years in very exposed placGs but probably never flowers, 
and Chamaeperion 9 another plant common enough on waste ground 
and in abandon8d gardens 9 does not flower on the streets. Some 
annuals, however, 8re surprisingly persistent in the most un
likely places 9 such as Solanum nigrum which hAS grown for 
several years on the pavement outside No. 12 CAmbrian Street 
beneath n ledge where pigeons roost, and Sagina apeta~.§.. ssp_ 
erecta on the promenade. 



Th~ inilu~ncG of th0 80S is not ~s d~ructly o~viC~J ~s 
one might JXp8Ct, prcsum2bly beCEUSG ~n such hobitots ~s thcs~ 
other f~ctors orc mor2 strongly limit~ng. Only thr~8 pre
domimmtl,Y mar it ime spec ie s "r:1:-"D founi ond (ex ue 11t for ono 
isolated occurrGnc~) they sre confin0d to th~ streots nlong 
the seaward cdge of 'tho 2£_~. Coc~81ri8 d?nica grows at 
the base cf walls in St. Mich~211s 2lnca Jnd Laura PI~cG, 
and in the min~.'-: turc b"-;rdt:ns out si Qt:.:: ~~ C G. 3 ond 7 li'br in~' 
Terroce y ond th(: othc:'r ~.~llnusI9 C'lt:::'GoQium m:3rinulfl y LTC',';3 
abundantly in Lnura Place and SC2 View Place, nnd rcgul8~ly 
in smaller numb2~S in King Street. Pl8ntOgC coronopus, us~~lly 
beha-;irig as [1 Perenniol, is r!'Jll-ejstsblished only D8tWGcn t1':_ 
paving StOD0S in S83 View ?18ce; it used to grow, as did 
Cochlebria d'lnicQ, at the: WGst end of New Street until the 
pAvement was re-c2mented th0re recently. 

One special fe~ture deserves mention. There is an iron 
grating 122 x 61 cm. nonr th2 north ond of Pior Stroot 1 outsido 
the Pier Hotel, thnt h2s :!lostly go:t filled in up tJ pr.v0ment 

.level, Dnd in 1972 twenty specids were growing in it. This ~t 
least is ;~lvJ8ys wo::.'th [) glance from the possing 'botanist.' 

THE STREET S. 

The streets or parts of streets covered by this surv0Y 
are listed here and l1LHilbcred; th00se numbors Dre us(:d to iL:~c'"~.·, 

tlistributions in the list ef plants which follows, and rls~ 
appeor on the plan. The numbers following the streots inii8·t~ 
the species found in theQ. 

1. South Hoc1d (from ,300~: View.Plece to P8rEIl"',;Jsgl'-:s .Kc:<i). 
2, 8, 22~ 48, 49, 53, 74, 31, 82, 92, 95, 100. 

2. StJD Vi..Jw rlflCd. 2, 14, 22, 41 j :;3 1 ,:,0, 74j 76, d'I-~3, 
90, 92, 99, 100. 

3. Custom House Stre8t. 
88, 92, 95, 100. 

4. PGnm28sglcs Ro~d. 8 ·rJ ?0 33 42 74 82 9~ ~ , ~ ? -~, , , , 1 ~ , 

94,95, 97, '10G~ 10.3. ' 

5. South Road (frem P~nc88s~l~s Ro~d to Bridge Street). 
4, 8, 14, 20, 22, 37) 75, 02, 91 j 95, 98, 100 1 103. 

6. Vulcr~n Street. 
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7. Prospoct Street. 5,19,22,33, 40, 5~:, 69, 74, 
75, :31, 82, 90, 92, 95, 97, 98, 100. 

8., High StroGt. 2, 7, 8, 1'1, 22, 41, 56, 74, 81-83, 
85, 88, 92, 95, 97! 100, 1 ° 5, 

9. Bridge Str0at (from Mill Str0~t to QUGen Street). 
2, 4, 7,8, 20, 22, 33, 37, 36,42, 50,79, 
82, '92, 95, 1000 

10. St. 11ichr:el's Pl:lc8. 16, 2\j 28, 41, 74, 75, 81, 
92, 95, 100, 108. 

11. Greot Do.rkg3te Street (from S'c. Mich3el' s Ploce to 
St. James's Square). 5~ 20, 22, 47, 50, 51,74,82, 

92,95,100. 

12. St. JDmes's Square. S7, S, 10, 20, 22, 28, 39-41, 
44, 55, 58, 62, 69, 74, 82, 90 t 92, 95, 97, 100, 105. 

,,13. Great Dorkgate Stroet (from St. J~:mes' s SLluare to 
Pier Street). 2,4, 15, 20, 22, 40,92,95, 100, 

10'5,108. 

14. Princess Stre0t. 
95, ,100. 

2, 8, 22, 31, 53, 69, 88, 90, 92., 

15. Bridge Street (from Queen' Street' to' Grea't, D2rkgote Street). 
8·2, 9 5, 1 ° ° . 

15. Laura Place. 2, 8, 10, 16, 19, 22, 39, 41, 44, 53, 69, 
75, 82, 83~ 90, 92, 95, 98-100, 108. 

17. C8stle Street (from King Stro-::t tc Now Street). 5,8, 
17, 22, 24~ 28, 33, 44, 69, 74, 82, 90, 92, 95, 100, 
101, 105, 106. 

4 

.18. Castle Street (from tJGw Str,::;<:~t to St.'JOill'cS'S Square). 
10, 17, 49,82,95,98, 100. 

19. Nevv Street. 2, 8, 10, 16, 22, 33, 40, 43, 44, 53, 57, 
69, 74-76, 82, 83, 92, 95, 100, 1 05. j 

20. King Street (from L~ur8 Place to Pier Street). 2, ,8, 
10, 22, 33, 41, 4<+, 69,' 74, 76', 78, 82, 88, 93, 95, 
99-101, 103, 105. 
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21. Pier Street. 7,'S, 15,20-22,29-31,33,40,41, 50? 
71,74,77,31,82, 90, 9~~, 95, 97,100,103,105. 

2~. J\1i11 Strc:ct. 5, 20, 2:, 25, 40, 48, 53, 69, 74, 82, 
92, '9 5, 1 00, 1 03. 

23. Powell Strect. 2, 5) 5, 10, 221 33, 40, 42, 48, 52, 
74, [~2 ~ 9 5 9 1 cc· ? 1 J 5 . 

24. Gdorg~ Str~ot. 4, :3, 22, 33, 52, 82, 95, 100, 103. 

25. -lillimn 3trc;ct. 2-5,7,8, 2C, 22,55,69,72,74,32, 
90, '')2, 95, 97, 100, 103, 104, 107. 

26. Grny's Inn R08d. 3-6,8, 10, 12, 20-22, 40, 67, 69, 
82, S9, 92, 95, 98, lOt, 105. 

27. QUG.:;n Street. 2, 8, 20, 2~', 39, 40, 42, 74, 81-83, 
95, '97, 100. 

,'28. Greot Darkg3te Street (frcm Pier Jtr2et to BClker dtreet). 
2,8, 20, 23, 49, 50, 56, 69,95, 'J7, 100. 

29. Market Street. 20,22, 37, 55,82·,92,95, 100. 

30. I:nstgnte. 2, S, 9) 20, 22, 23, 25, 39, 40,42, 4-3, 42, 
52, 53, 57,82,92,95, 100, 103, 108. 

31. 17indmill Court. 

32. Marine Terr~cG (from Pier Str0Gt to rGrrnCd Ro~d). 2, 8, 
1 2, 1 6, 20- 22, 25, 33, 39 - 4 1, 52, 55, 59, 64, 74, 
80-83,90-92,95,97,98,100,103,108. 

)3. Alexondra Read (frcm Mill StrcGt t, Terr~ce Road). 
19, 22, 33, 34, 40, 74) 32 1 93, 95, lOO, 107,,103. 

34. Ch'llyber~te Street. 2, 7,8, 20, 32, 37, 56,22,92,95, 
'j8, 100, 101. 

35. Unh .. n Street. 2, 5, 6, 20, 22, 37, 52,74,82,95, 100. 

36. Cambri8n Place. 2, 8, 19, 22, 33, 37, 48, 66, 69, 82, 
88, 95, 1 00, 1 C 5 • 

37. North P~rade (from Bnker Street to Terrace Rond). 20, 22, 
74, 100. 
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38. Baker.Street. 2, L!, ),8, '10, 22,.37,49,61,82,92, 
95, 97, 100 l 1°3 5 106. 

39. Portland Street (from BAker Street t: ~errAce R08d). 
2,415,8,12,18,20,22,31, 3j, 40, 42, 44, 4~, 
55-57, 69~ 70, 7 ft, 77, (9) 82 1 92,95,,97, 100. 

40. Alfred PIAcc. ?~ 8 9 22, 36, i-), ~3, 6'7~ 74, 88, 92, 
95, 98, I GO. 

41. \"orpo!:'ation 3tree"i:;, ::L 5) 8, 20; 22} 25, 33, 39-41, 45, 
4,9, 52, 53, 55. 63 1 6/, 69: 71, 74, 82, 83, 86, 95, 100 

42. Alexnndra Road (frolli TGrr~c0 Rond to rhuopinD Street). 
5, 15, 19, 20, 22" 33,,10,' 4,9,81,82,.92,93,95, 100. 

43. Terrace Road (from Alexandra Road to North Parade). 
22, 82, 91} 95, "100. 

44. Brewer Street. 

45. Moor Lane. 2, ~,-6? 8, '10? 22~ 40, 42, 44, 65,67,69, 
81, 82, 92, 95, H~O; 105" 

46. C8mbrian Street. 20, 22, 40, 74, 77-79, 81, 82, 84, 90, 
95,' 100, 106. . 

) 

47. Thespian StrGe~. 4, 5,8, 12, 20, ~~, 41, '44, 55, 63, 
69. 7L~, 81, 82, 97, 100, ~01, 

48. 'North ~ar8de (south Aido, frG~ Terrace Roa~ 'to Queen's Road, 
2,7, 3, 12, ",5) 20, 22, 40, 42, 43, 48, 50, 69, 79, 
S';; 82, 95; \,j2, I c·::, , 1,03, 105. 

49. North PO:t.'clLl8 (nc:;..'t~_ r..' :"'';1 ~ror.} l~l'r'lce Lv'od to Queen's R08d) 
1, 8, 12? I...'~, 20 .. 2!, 23: .31, 40, .41, 46, 48, 49, 
5<1 c3~ 6~); 7£" 82, 87~ S2, 93, 95, 99,100,102,1080 

50. Terrace Road (from ~orth PeradctoM~rin~-T6rr~~e). 50, 82 1 

. 95, 100, i06. 

51 e Port18nd Rond. 22, 26 1 33, '82, 95, 100. 

52. Portland Street (f~o~ Terra~e Ro~d-toQue6ni~~~o8d) 4, 5, 8 
12-14,20,22 9 27,3),40,42,44,48 ,53,55,73,81, 
82,93,95·,100,103. 

--8..., 



53. B8th Street. 2, 4~ 5,8, 22, 31, 33, 40, 44, 50, 69, 
:3 2, 89, 92, 95 , 100, 1C 5. 

Qu(: cm's Ro,'"} Q (fr om _: orth .L":ru d<..: to Bn t h Str c (; t ) . 
20, 22, 28 1 33, 39 1 48, 49~ 52, 74, 81, 82, 
93, 100. 

TH~ PLANTS. 

The tnxA ~re numbGr0d consacutiv01y. The numbers 
following the names indicste th~ stroets in which they are 
found~ 

1. Ptaridium ~guilinum. 49. Only the wall of No.36A 
North P~rqde, where n few dwarf p18nts with fronds 
5-15 cm. gre well-established. 

2. P by 11 it i s s col 0 p 8 n dr i um . 1 - 3, 6, 8 ~ 9, 1 3 ~ 1 4, 1 6, 1 9 , 
20~ 23, 25~ 27~ 28, 30, 32y 34-36, 38-40, 45~ 48, 
53, 54. Common, chiefly as dwarf pl~nts on walls 
Dnd as well-grown plnnts under gratings and in 
cellar-wells. 

3. Asplenium ~di2ntum-nigrum. 25, 26, 41. R3re~ on old w~lls. 

4. A. trichtmoncs. 5,9, 13, 24-26, 28~ 39~ 45~ 47, 52, 53. 
On walls, under gr~tings and in cel18r-wells. 

5. A. ruto-muri!}, '11,17,22,23,26,31,35,38,39, 
41? 42, 44, 45, 47, 52-54. Common on wnlls. 

6. Cetarach officin8rum. 26, 35~ 45. A fe~ plnnts on an 
old high wall nt tt~ west 2nd cf GrJY's Inn ~08d, 
and cn ~n ~ld wBll in Unien Street, but 8bundant cn 
th0 cId w~lls in Moor L8na. 

7. Athyrium filix-fornin'J. 5, 9 1 12, 21, 25, 34, 48. 
A few plants under gratings ~nd in dAmp crevic~s in 
wall s; well-(: s v:bli sh0d on st'Jp S ,J~l the south side 
cf North P3r.':~d(:. 

8. Dryopteris filix-mc:lS. 1 J 3-5, 7-9, 12, 14, 16, 17, 
19-21, 23-28, 30-32, 34, 36, 38-41, 45, 47-49, 52, 53. 
The commonest fern, 8S dwarf plants on walls and as 
well-grown plants under gr2tings and in cellar-wells, 
on steps 
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9.D. dilatDto. ]0. A few plents under Cl grating. 

10. Polypodium vulp;8rc:. 12, 16, 18-20, 23, 26, 38, 45. 
Chiefly os dwarf pl~nts on walls. 

11. Ranunculus 8cris. 5. BGtwecn paving ctonos. 

12. R. rep0ns. 26,32,3:",44,47-49,52. In pockets of 
earth, minatur~ gordans Qnd ~t bosas of wnlls. 

13. Fumaria officinalis. 52. B8se of wnll outside Salem 
Chapel, 1973 only. 

14. Coronopus didymus. 2, 5, 49, 52. BGtwe~n p3ving 
stones and on earth ~round trees. 

15. C'apsella burs8-p8storis. 13, 21,42,48. Between 
paving stones and on earth. 

16. Cochlearia danies. 10, 16, 19,' 32. In mim1ture gardens 
outside Nos. 3 & 7, Marine Terrnce, and elsewhere at 
b9ses of walls; only in the seaw~rd-streets. 

17. Cardamine flexuosa. 17, 18. On old walls: 

18. Vi olD riviniona. 39. At innt.::r edge of p8ve:nlCmt at 
corner of Portland Street 3nd' Alfred Place, above ~ 
cOllor-well; one laree pl2nt dating from ~t least 
1965 died in 1973 lfter cementing ~rb~hd'it, but a 
smaller one survives ond flowers abund8ntly. 

19. Cerostium holosteoides. 7, 16, 33, 36, 42. Between 
paving stones and in pockets of Qorth. 

20. Stell::.ria media. 4-6,9,11-13,21,22,25-30,32,34, 
35, 39, 41, 42, 44, 46-49, 52, 54. Common weed in 
miniature gardons, pockJts of e9rth; occasionally 
at the bases of w~lls, otc. 

21. Sagina apetnla ssp. erect~. 21, 26, 32. On the 
reticulations of a filled-in grating noar tho north 
and of Pier Street, at the bose of the wall of St. Mary's 
churchyard in Gray's Inn Road, ~nd between paving 
stones on the promon8de oppnsite No.6 Marino ~8rrace. 
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22. S. procumb,,,,n.3. 1-14-9 16-17, 19-27, 29-33, 35-49, 
51-54. Aftar Po~ ~1111U~ th2 cnmmb110st spocies, 
mostly O:.;tvi(;-;U pr. ving 3tonds bu t OCC8 sionGlly 
:11~30 011 w,'::llSj 0~~t:11 flow-..::rir:g v;h,'n only 1 cm. 
or so in sj_zG' 

23. C h8no podi UT",:} n l'rmr:i , 13~30 of ~~ll ~nd pockets 
, of o~r tlL 

17. 131s2 of w91l, 1972 only. 

25. A. }2DtulD. 22 9 30, 3.C:, q.1 .• :S'li?es .. ~L_Y"81J.,,$, mint~tur~ 
g,~rd2ns. 

26. 1blv8 s,ylvc;stris. 51, B~8~3 of vmll, flowering. 

27. Gerfmium molle. 52. LIini~ture g"rden, 1973 only. 

28. Acer Dsoudcpl~'t:mus. 10,12; 17, 28,54. j3';scs of 
w~lls etc., but or.ly r0~ching much size under 
gr1tings in Grer~t Dnrkg?tc Strt;e_~._8.nd_::;g':inst 
the w3l1 ef St. ?"ul' s clivi'ch ~ 

29; Medic~go lupulin~ 21. In the ruticulntions ef ~ 
filled-in gr~ti~g ~~~r t~e north.~n~ pf Pier Str0~t. 

}O. Trifolium dubium. 21. -;1i th the 18 s~.~. __ " 

31. T. rGpens. 14, 21, 39, 49, 53. Between paving stcnos, 
in filled-in gr~tings etc. 

32. T. pr~tans0. 34. At J~se of wnll. 

33. Rubus fruticcsus. 3, !.;-,'7, 9,11,1-9":':21,23,24,32, 
33, 36, 39, 41, ~2, 3:-54. Commcn 8S seedlings 
bctwoJen p2ving st::mcs 1no. :::t b'lsG.·s of w!llls', but 
surviving for mere th~n ~ yenr or so only under 
gr--:tings. 

34. Potentill3 steritis. 33. On the lcw8r wall outsido 
the A12x~ndr~ Roed school, wher~ it h~aspre~d 
from the Inwn. . 

35. Sedum 8cre. 3. -,7ell-.::st8blishcd between pnving stones 
outside No. 6 Custom HOUS0 Street, but not flowering. 
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36. Ribes uv~-crispu. ~c. S00dling only. 

37. Epilobium SI'. 5, 8, 29, 34- 30, 38. M."ny young 
specimens, prob~bly of E. ~ontnnum or E. obscurum, 
cllnnot bG idGntii'i,;d fnr cert.!:in. 

38. Eo hirsutum. 

39·. E. pnrvifloruo. 12, -:6, 27, 30, 32,41, 54. B'-wes 
of wnlls, in c011~r-wells ~nd under grptings. 

40. E. mont:::num. 3,7, 12, 13, 19, 21-23, 26, 27, 30-33, 
39-42, 45, 46, 48, 49, 52, 53. COmmon nt b::lses of 
w'llls, in cell::r-vi011s, under grr:tings, "o.n steps 
and on w.'111 s. 

41. E.obscurum. 2,5,10,12,16 9 20,21,32,41,47,49. 
Similar habit:.lts to the last, but less common. 

42. Ch:::maenerion angustifcliuo. 4, 9, 13, 23, 27, 30, 39, 
45, 48, 52. On ~~d ~t the blSGS of walls, but never 
flowering ~nd usu~lly only re:::ching c.15 cm. 

43. Circa e3 lu teti!Jna. 19, 30, 48. 
in New Street and Enstgcte; 
in North .i.1r.:r"de. 

Abundant under gr8tings 
on earth below trees 

44. Heder::; helix. 12,10,17,19,20',·39,45,47,52,53. 
On w8lls (often spreading from gcrdens), in cell~r
wells ond undGr gr~tings, 

45. Torilis japonic8. B~se of wc;ll. 

46. Aegopodium podng~.i8. 49. Mini9turc gr:rden, 1973 orly. 

47. HerClcleum si)hondyliuf:1.. 1 ~. B"s0 of wr'll :.-~t extreme 
west end of Gri:;<;t :U;·,rkE~·~tG 3tre0t , .. flowering in 
1971, ond a youn[ )l~nt in 1973. . 

48. Euphorbi3 peplus. 1, 22, 23, 30, 36, ~O, 48, 49, 52, 54. 
In miniature sard~ns and pockets of earth. 

49. Polygonum a vicularo.. 1, 18, 28, 38, 39, 41, 42, 49, 54. 
At bases of walls and in miniature gardens. 

50. P. persic?ri8. 9,11,21,28,31,48,50,53. At b8ses 
of walls ond well-estAblished in the reticulotions 
of !l filled-in gr~ting nG1r the north end of Pier St. 
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51. R0;YDoutri::::' ,iJponic::!. 
only. 

5.2. RU~llOX Sp. 7, 23, 2,:', ~J7 32, 35, ~.! j 5q.. Young 
SPl:Ci!Yl8DS, {.e.';1.) sUL:t;,ly r.lO suly :)1' R, Cl' i spUS, c":n 
cftun no~ L~ identifidd ior c~rt~i~. 

53. R. crL3/.JUs. 1;?1 6., ';"1-1'6, 'I'~, 22~ 30, 4:! 1 52. 
Br~f3~;S of 1.\1.C"".11.s~ c, t\\)·:::~:r: i-~::·I:!..r.lG [-)torllJs,! lD c,cll.':r-
wells 0tC., ~'~r~ly flcw0ringi 

54'0 R. s2nruin81..H3. 49. At b~s8 of wnll, in fruit. 

55. UrticQ dioic::.;. 12,25,29,32,39,41,47,52. As 
seedlings b2tw~Gn pnving stones ~nd at bnses of 
\wJll s, only r\:Jr:chine; ~:n;y size ngninst the wnll of 
St. Pnul's church ~h0r0 it flowurs. 

56. U1mus sp. 8, 28, 34-, 39. Se;edlings only, 8t h:Jse of 
v\I,':111s, but forming bushes under grC',tings in Gr08t 
DJrkgn td StrG-.Jt. 

57. Corylus svcll~nl. 19, 3G, 39. Pcroing bushas in n 
cell~r-well in Portl~ni Street, nnd under grntings 
in Now Strc;8~ onc. "~"stgr':-3 (outside- th-e· P-rinceAlbert 
Hotel) • 

58. Salix c~proQ. 1 2. 3"S0 ef wgll ef St. Pnul's church. 

59. S. cinclBJ ssp. ~-+;rocinerec:. 32. In mini~ture g~rden. 

60. 

61. 

An':1~ll1is nrv\:Jnsis ~. 

Budd18j~ d1Vi~ii. ~p -- ~ --:"-'. On '.::::11... 

62. Froxinus 8xc~lsi0r. 1~. A~ bnS2 of w~ll ef St. P2ul's 
church. 

63. Convolvuluc C'll'V,;lLSl.S. 

ground. 
41 j 47. Spre8ding from waste 

64. Cnlystogi:l s0piur.!l asp. s8pium. 32, 41. Grov'ling up 
r~iling[J ~.:' r.]ini,~turu gc:rden, .'1nd nt side of Alfred 
P18cG C11';1>01. 

65. Sol?nuD dulc8n~r~. 45. On old wDll. 
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66. S. nigrum 0 36. Colony of lnr go pI 'lnt s, of sevGr..-~1 
YC9rs' stnnding, on p~voment under R pigeon
roost outsido No. 12 Cnmbri'ln PI~c8. 

67. Antirrhinum m~!tu3. 26, 40, 45. On old walls. 

68. Linnri'l ru~0n3. 

69. C;/Inb"!l:ll'ic; Dur-:lis. 6,7, 1?s ')+,16,17,19,20,22, 
25, 26, 28, 36, 41 , ci-5, +7-4-9', 53. Cor.lpon on 
w~lls (espoei~lly old~r, sh~d~d w8Ils), in cellnr
wells ~nd under grntings. 

39. 'On-steps in ': CGI1~ r-well. 

71. Prunelln vulg[!:ris. 21, L~1. In the reticulntions of Q 

filled-in gr'lting 000r th0 north cnd of Pier Street, 
and on the broken ~bbd-surfge~ nt the w~st end of 
Corpor~~ion Street. 

, 72. Stochys s.vlv2tie~::. 25. ',Jell-est'1blished on St. H'1ry's 
churchyard wall. 

73. L8wium DurpureUffi. 52. In mini~ture ~ardGn. 

74. Plontngo m8,ior. 1-4, 6-8, 10-12, 17, 19-23, 25, 27, 
32, 33, 35, 37, 39-41, 44, 46,47·, 49.",.54. Common 
betwGon paving stones, but floweripg usu81ly only 
in cell8r-well~; at b3ses cf walls,_etc. 

75. P. 18nccclDt8. 5, 7, 10, 16, 19. R3re, between paving 
stones, not flo~eririg. 

76. P. coronopus. 2, 19, 20. ~011-ost2blished between pnving 
stonos in s8ver~1 plQe~s in Son Viow Plnee, snd Qt 
the "vest und of l~-::;w Streot (until 1972); ono plant 
on an old wnll in King Street, 1973. 

77. Gelium ap8rinc. 21, 39,46. S(?E:)dlings only, 8t bCisGS 
of walls ~nd in pockots vf earth. 

78. S8mbuQus nig~(J. 20 9 ~6. Young plant by No. 53 Cnmbrian 
Street; nnother 8t the east end of King Street. 

79. Tussil8go farfQr~. 9 9 39, 46, 48. At bases of walls 
(Dnd under B drainpipe nt'No. 52 Bridge Street), 
and in thu r08d gutter opposite No. 27 North Parade. 
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80. Fetr::situs fr~"2l1s, 32. A t:lriving colcny in -!;iw ' 
miniature gn~dGn of,No. 9 M8rine forrncc, Joubtless 
plnnt,--,do 

81. S2nc.,cio ,i::c'.:lJ::V} , '1,.2,7 1 8 , 10, ~11 n, 32, LI-_I 

45-48 1 52, )4, :3~t'''',~<.::n l)'-;villb storJS rlnd ' t b"'scs 
of 'Nnlls, in pcck2t~J cl' /lcth lnd {;'lini"1tur.:: g'~rd'--'ns~ 
usu.';lly r:s Gc.:0·dlings onl,Y ~nd l1uver flcwerin.g. 

82. S. vulgnris. 1-9, 11, 12, 1'5-27, 29-36, 38-39, 41-54. 
Very common in nIl hrlbit~'tS9 frcqu(jntly fl(;wGring 
C\nd w;:.ll nblG to wi thstund tr,--~adi-ng -ilnd -brer:kGgo. 

83. Belli~ p0ronnis. 2,5, 16, 19, 27, 32, 41. Uncommon, 
bctwL8n poving stones, 8nd flowe:ring on the 1irot:ll;nQdc~ 
opposite No. 10 M~rine Terrace in 1973. 

8 " ,+0 

85. 

Eupatoriup c8nn8binum~ 

Achil10g oillefoliuo. 
flowering. 

46. ~y No. 53 C~mbripn 3treet. 

8, BctwL2n pnving stones, not 

86. Tripleurospermum m~ritimum ssp. sBlinum, 41. On the 
broken rosd surfr:ce Pt the west end of Corpor,:::tion 
St1'oGt. 

87. T. maritimum ssp. inodorum. 4, ~9. At boses of walls, 

88. Matric9ria D1tricnricid,--,s. 3, 8, 14, 20, 36, 40. 
Bct~oen p8ving stones 1nd ~t b~80S of walls. 

89. Chrysanthemum pilrt~Gni~m. 26, 53. At bRSGS, ef w811s. 

90. CirsiuL V',tlg!~rt;. 2, 7, 12, 'i't, 16, 17, 19, 21, 25, r, '1-6. 
Bctw80n pnvine ston8s, in oinilturr g~rdens etc., 
n'3 vcr fl 01,\,(;1' ing, 

91. SCnehU8'lrVi2l1sis. 5~ 329 43. At bf:::8C ef woll in South 
Read, and cn the ~211 ef Nc. 6 Tarrace Rond, not 
flowering; flowGring in the miniature gardens of 
Nos. 8 and 9 hllrine Torr~c0 1970-1973. 

92. Sonchus oleraccms. 1-4,6-14, 16-17, 19, 21-22,25-26, 
29-32, 34, 38-~O, 42, 45, 49, 53, 54. Common in 011 
habitats, and though A more or les3 erect plant like 
Senecic vulg,']ris it is simil8rly ~blG to wi thst'lnd 
brenk3ge, end frcquently flowers. 
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93. S. :.JSr?0r, 20, 33, 42, 49 9 52, 54. At b8s0s of walls 
and in Dini~tur0 g~rdJns, not floworing. 

94. Cr8pis c::-.pillc,ris. 4. Floworing, between paving stones. 

95. T~r(1x,'Jcum sp. 1, 3-5, 7-30, 32-36, 38,-43, 45, <+6, 48-53. 
In ~ll h~bit8ts and of ton floworing, th8 third 
COD[Jon::.:: st ,31K:C io s nftor P00_.:-' l~ :md Sagina procur:lb<.:ms. 

96. C:::rex sp. 39. ".~ sizer:blc:: tuft growing through the t:U[.1QC 
of th~ rond outside No. 6 Port10nd StroGt, et the edge 
of the gutterJDot ilow8ring. 

97. Festuc3 rubr;:-'. 4, 7, 8, 12, 21, 25, 27, 28, 32, 38 9 39, !1-7. 
On and nt th8 b~s8s of w~lls, under gr~tings 3nd 
between paving stones. 

98 • L 0 1 i urn par e nn G • 5, 7, 1 6 , 1 8, 2 6, 32, 34, 40, 48 • At 
bases of walls, under grntings ~nd betwaen p8ving 
stone s. 

99. CDtnpodium IDsrinurn. 2, 16, 20, 49. At bAses of walls 
~nd between paving stones, ~bund~nt in L~ur8 P18ce 
and Sea Vi8W Plsce, ~nd 3 fow plants at the west and 
of King Street; one plant in North P8rnd8, 1973. 

100. Poa onnU8. 1-54. The commonest plsnt, occurring in 811 
hnbitats but especially between paving stonos where 
it of ton behoves DS [1 perennial. -

101. P. pr8t8nsis. 17, 20, 34, 47. On tops of old wnlls, 
expept for c plnnt ot thJ bose of Cl wall in Chalybeate 
Str8~t. 

102. P. trivi21is. +9. In p~tch of ~3rth '8t bottom of scree. 

103. Dact,ylis glocwrnts. 4, 5, 20-22, 2Lj-y 25, 30-32, 38, 44, 
48, 52. In most h~,bitc;ts but uncommon and not 
flowering, 

104. Arrhen:Jthcrur,l ol:itius. 25. On St. M:::1ry's churchY8rd 
wall, whero it h::s sprend frocl the lawn. 

105. Holcu31r:1nfltus. 8, 12, 13, 17, 19-21, 23, 26, 36, ";'5, 
48, 53. In oast hlbit8tS but uncommon snd not 
flowering. 
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t:. ..~ .•. , • 

106. Agrostis .3·P. 17,37, ,,0, ::<:~ ;i-:::c,_ Jcung spceiu0ns 
c.:=innJt be ld,]lltificJd for c'Jrt,dn. 

'107. A~root::'s tc[l~,J.-J. :?~j 33. On St. I.hl.',v'S e:'ctrehy~:rd 
wr'll ;!!ld thlJ low i,mll cutsi::i8. th· AIGx·-r;dr.1 RO"1d 
senael, V.'\1--:1'(; it ~F_'8 s~r·j1d.:frc:," ~':io l;':\\;ns. 

108. 
... ..... .. ~"\ 

1:. stoloni~8J.'8. ',0, 13, -!6, 30 j 32~ ']3, 49. On [md 
1t. the b:Js08 of wolls, vih2re it br:s sOLc;titi10S spr03d 
IrOQ Inwns, nnd under gr~tings and in ciniature 
c~~irdens. 

Tjf::!:L SH S.ALICOHNIA S 

,·In view of the dL.i'icul ties in identifying or ch0ci.:_ng the 
identity of herbarium specimens of 3alicornia, in f~,ture, 
part of the NAtional Musi)um r..f WBleSl oolleetlon W],' 1 Q,e 
~tored in spirit. ." ' ' ,", " 

Fresh, fertile specimens oollected during 3eptembel or 
Qqtober' are therefore rOCiuired from as many '701sh .L\C81i ties 
as possible. It wou1d be helpful if eaoh ~peQimon Qould be 
named as far as possible using the key~ in ffiall and Tutin's 
paper ~n '~htsonici 1;p; '193 (1957) or the 'FIe-ra of the 
J?ritish Isles', Cla 1Jh9m, i'utin and 1t{arburg, (1962) or 
')flora :Bul-iopaea' 1, Tutin et al. (1964). : . 
'i.. ~ ~. 'It . 1,-1,., . 
, '} 

/ 
I 
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,jlAHOLD AUGU3~US HYDE 
(1892 - 1973) 

Harold Augustus Hyd<J di0d 8n 1hrcb 19tb, 1973, nt the:; University 
Hospitnl of WDlc s, C"r diff . 

,. 

H~ oot8.incd n first irl the.; :··]'t.H"'ll 3cicncGs Tripos, \ Pnrts I 6. 11, 
qt Downing College, C~mbrid~e .. H0 then taught jt Xing EdwDrd's 
.Gr!:u:J.l-.:l'Jr School, Dirmingh1t:l ~ 19'14 - 1915), St.:'mford Gr.'lClll18r School, 
Lihcs (1915 - 19'17) ond, :1ftur n:ilitf'ry s0rvic:J, Tonbridg8 School, 
Kent (1919 - 1922). 

In 1922 he I'm s appointed Keeper of Botcmy -;t the !to. tioue.l ]l,iUSGUr.l 

of Wale S,1 po st he hold 9 ::md which held hi s en th'usin sm, until hi s 
retirement in 1962. The NntionAl Musaum was 8. very young institu
"tion 0hen Hyde st~rtGd his C8re8r. Its first few 'ootnniqol 
s~eci~~ns were purchnsed in 1910 butits,~irB~-m8.jor botanical 
accessien \vas in 1913, when Cnrdiff Municip'll Muscmm I s collection 
of more th~n 3,500 mounted specimen~ was tr 0 nsferred to its keep
ing. The WOI' yejrs followed 3nd the' young Assist8.nt Keeper who 
had been in' chclrge ef the Department of Botany for 8. very short 
time,Lieut. C.M. Green, W'JS killed in ac.tion. It was not until 
1919 that the first full Keeper of Botf-ldy wos [)ppointed~ Dr. Ethel 
N. Miles Thomas. When Hyde took over, th~ collection numbered 
a~out 25,000 specimens, many ef them still 8wniting sorting end 
8o.oes·sion. From. t.his relativety scnll foundElticm, he built the 

. Welsh N:Jtional'Herb:-:riuo up to Cl total of ncarly 200,.000 sp8cirwns 
by the time he retired. 

The charter of the N[!tioncl :MuseuE1 of ';hles required thc DCpDrt
ment of Botany to illustrnte the bot~ny of Wales ond to assist the 
other oduc8tional institutions ef the princip~lity. Hyde took ~ 
br03d view of these r~quireoentG9 r0nlising that the botany of 
Vlnles could not bo studied in isolation. He maintained ::1 pCJlicy 
of building up herbariuE1 collections which gove priority to the 
native and n'JturEllizJd fler8 ef W810s but which 81so contained 
cultiv~ted specimens and pl~nts froD abrend 8S well as from cther 
parts of the British Isles. As n result the Welsh National 
HerbariuD now has a reprosGntative range of specimens for compar
ative studios and deteroin8.tions as well 8S for teaching purposos. 
Educntion and lecturing were aspects of his work which Hyde took 
very seriously. He was nn Honorary Lecturer in Economic Bot~ny 
a t the Uni VGI' si ty Oollege of South ~781o s r:md Monmout hshire (now 
Univetsity College 9 Cardiff) and an GX3Diner in Bot~ny for the 
Diploma of the MuseuGs Association (of which he was 8 Fellow). 
He gAve Dany public lectures and wns Dna of the first in South 
T.V'3le s to bros dcs st on ·the redio. 
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Dur.ing h18 IC._}JCT'8hi~1 th,' n::hi.1;j t.i ('ll (~"111::;ri, ~l be:C1D(: woll 
known for thc:ir hi,)l et 'nnrlrc of .iisplr,y :lnd ,-~sp(,c;i'lll.y for 
their r,jrJCJrk;:l:ly lii'c-li~~0 1:\C'~~:~·1 iJl:r~t2 ~ pJrl1rlps nniclu,,; of 
thoir kind 1 i;t l,)n:,;t i-;r.~.O:lg i)::,,·:Ltisf.' :]~L3}'J.i:J;3" 1h..:: '/Gls1:2 
National HI.Jrb'riu::l ~~qulr,_d ': I'·jput.:,tiOll for jbu vlillingnt::ss 
and pror:itnoss of its r~s1-lOns~ to j_'...:,1lL;,=:,i;s f,·:,. inf().rt'.l,9ti(~n 

and for l');ln.3 of 3),-,ci!:i~1.1S. ~i;yd,; >-:d "'i'.d0 tc·t"nlc!CJl int0r0sts 
but during the lr~ttor P'!I t cf hiil '::'11'221' h8 cii stinguishcd 
11i[1s8lf p'Jrtlcularly in th,~: ~'.L21c. r)I "iGropfJlynol'lgy. In 19 .. 1 
he hegan the first d8y-·to-d:..jT 3UYV"::y (,f atmospheric pellen 
grains and spnre s -tc b-J undtj.ct:-lk..;n in .:Europo. Aftor his 
retir.:scent he con t inu'3 cl l"li s \'lo:ck .: ;:> nn donornry Re s(;2rci1 
AssociatG nt the AsthI:1n:-md. Allorg;y Eesenrc:1 Dni t of St, D- '{id I::: 
H~~pitEI, C~rdiff. It wns ~lring this period thpt be recoivud 
his Ph.D' 1 lio W2S the ~uthor or cO-9uthor of 3 number of books .. 
including Welsh Ferns now in its 5th edition 3nd considered by 
many tc be the stnnd~:Hd 1.vork for the whole of the Bri,tish 1812s, 

He was elected a Fellow of the LinneBn Society in 1926 . 

. <Hyde was not an OrdinDry 1,lember of the 3. S.B. 1. 1 but F.lS represent
ati ve of the' Noticnal liluseuc, of Vhlcs (Subscriber Member sinCe 
1917,) 'hemade his contribution in his own W8Y9 by placing the 
facilities of his Department-::t the disposol of theSocicty ond 
its individual members ond by supporting projects such:;1s the 
papping for the Atlas of the British FIQr~. He wos on the pnnel 
6fSpe~i8lists (for Tilis) for 8 number bf YG3rs. Above all e16~, 
he pr0vir1lli] GHC01H'r-:gom.:m L r:lld GO'UY'cc: S ('If inf'Cil'illO t;j on fnr Wc18h 
botrmists ::md for onyol1C:' interest::d in Welsh flor". He; 122vos 
his wife , Dorothy, 'J sen 'C:nd .::> d'1Ui~ht,"r. 

-19-

;. 


