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Front Cover Photo:  Fumaria purpurea (Purple Ramping-fumitory) at Gileston 
(ST0166) on the Glamorgan coast, 5th May. Image 1 (above) :  habitat of 
F.purpurea at Gileston. Photos: Paul Green (See article, page 13). 

1 



BSBI Welsh Bulletin No. 94 August 2014       3      

Contents 

 

Editors: Richard D. Pryce, Trevethin, School Road, Pwll, Llanelli, Carmarthenshire, SA15 
4AL PryceEco@aol.com 
Sally Whyman (sally.whyman@museumwales.ac.uk) and Katherine Slade 
(katherine.slade@museumwales.ac.uk), Department of Natural Sciences, Amgueddfa 
Cymru-National Museum Wales, Cathays Park, Cardiff, CF10 3NP. 
 
Items for inclusion in the next Welsh Bulletin should be sent to R. Pryce by 1st December 
2014.  
 
Back issues over one year old are uploaded to the website. www.watsonia.org.uk/html/
welsh_bulletin.html. Most back issues are still available on request @ £2 per issue, please 
contact Sally Whyman or Katherine Slade. Cheques are payable to BSBI Wales. Future 
issues are available to BSBI members living outside of Wales by sending £2 in advance. 

Editorial 
 
Annual General Meeting 2012 
 Chairman’s Statement 
 Hon. Secretary’s Report 
 Hon. Treasurer’s Report 
 Welsh Officer’s Report 
 Election of Officers 
 
Calendar of Welsh Meetings 2014 
 
Sagina maritima (Sea Pearlwort) along the A55 on Anglesey, Paul Green  
 
Happy Birthday SEWBReC! Kath Slade 
 
Recent sightings of Fumaria purpurea (Purple Ramping-fumitory) in Wales 
Paul Green  
 
Welsh Officers’ Update, Paul Green & Polly Spencer-Vellacott 
 
Welsh Plant Records 2013, Stephen Coker 

4 
 

5 
6 
6 
7 
8 
8 

 
10 

 
11 

 
12 

 
13 

 
 

15 
 

17 

Page 



4          BSBI Welsh Bulletin No. 94 August 2014 

Happy Birthday SEWBReC! 
 

KATH SLADE, Dept. Natural Sciences, Amgueddfa Cymru-National Museum 
Wales, Cathays Park, Cardiff, CF10 3NP. katherine.slade@museumwales.ac.uk 

  
In February this year, the South East Wales Biodiversity Records Centre 
(SEWBReC) had their 10th anniversary. The usually Glamorgan Recorders and the 
Gwent Recorders Fora were combined into a special joint event for the occasion at 
the SOAR centre Pen-y-Graig, Rhondda. It was well attended with over 100 people 
signing up (which may well have been something to do with the birthday cake 
SEWBReC promised).  
  
SEWBReC covers Glamorgan and Gwent, plus a small part of Breconshire vice-
county 42, and has over 2.5 million wildlife records on their database. These data 
are drawn upon by consultants when reporting on sites for planning applications. 
More wildlife records in the system mean that more is known about sites and 
species in order to make informed decisions on future land developments. 
  
Just before lunch, we were treated to a Pointless-style quiz* with questions such as: 

• Name the birds from the photo (a female Blackcap being the bird the least 
number of people recognised), 

• Name a country Alfred Russel Wallace visited (To commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of his death. This tied in nicely with a talk later by Julian Carter 
from Amgueddfa Cymru), 

• Name the most common plant on the database (Holcus lanatus, Yorkshire 
Fog), 

• Name the year that SEWBReC was launched (yes the answer was 2004, 
although a surprisingly low number of people got this right despite it being 
the 10th anniversary event!) 

  
SEWBReC highlighted their new online recording software, SEWBReCORD, 
where people can enter and upload their data where it can then be verified. At the 
time of writing, this has been very productive, with over 10,000 records entered in 
the first 6 months. This is a flexible way to get your data to SEWBReC, share your 
records with others and view graphs and maps of your data. SEWBReC had 
thought that SEWBReCORD, combined with Square of the Month (used to 

 * For those of you who haven’t seen Pointless on BBC2, contestants are asked to 
pick the answer that the least number of people knew, the opposite to Family 
Fortunes in effect. 
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highlight poorly recorded monads), had succeeded in erasing the last blank square 
in the database. Unfortunately, due to a technical hitch, this was only nearly the 
case. So there are still opportunities to enter the first records for Holcus lanatus for 
some squares! 
 
There was a record number of speakers and it became hard to keep to time. Richard 
Wistow spoke passionately about the unusual mosaic of habitats on colliery spoil, 
where acid and alkali loving plants sit side by side. Julian Woodman spoke on the 
plants of Rhos pasture and Carys Solman encouraged us to visit the Wildlife Trust 
Nature Reserve at Taf Fechan (near Merthyr). 
  
An award ceremony for outstanding recorders rounded the day off with Barry 
Stewart the runaway winner for the most records entered in the most number of 
taxa. As the master of ceremonies (and volunteer Director of SEWBReC) Colin 
Cheesman said, you have another 10 years to catch up and enter over 200,000 
records to overtake him. 

Happy Birthday SEWBReC / Fumaria purpurea in Wales 


