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LYCOPODIACEAE

Huperzia selago (L.) Bernh. ex Schrank and Mart. Fir Clubmoss chh 6 7
Lycopodium selago L.

Extinct bog plant. A rare component of the Erica tetralix-Sphagnum compactum wet heath.
NVC: M 16

Its loss may have been due to drainage and habitat destruction, but it might be that long-term warming
and reduced rainfall caused its demise, because several other species from Erica tetralix wet heath
have declined, even in well managed nature reserves (e.g. Myrica gale, Rhynchospora alba,
Eriophorum vaginatum, Pinguicula vulgaris, Genista anglica).

East Berks: no records from the heaths on the Bagshot Sands.

West Berks: very local in the Kennet Valley; recorded by Dr Beeke from Ufton Common [66] and
Snelsmore Common [47] in 1806 and 1810 respectively, but never seen again.

Lycopodiella inundata (L.) Holub Marsh Clubmoss chh 6 |
Lycopodium inundatum L

A short-lived perennial of bare peaty, silty or sandy areas on mires and heaths, lake margins and clay
pits; submerged in winter but drying out in summer. Often associated with Molinia caerulea, Erica
tetralix, Drosera spp., Sphagnum compactum and S. tenellum, the branches remain evergreen for 2
years. Much reduced by drainage. An early successional species of acid, nutrient-poor soils, relying
on repeated disturbance for its persistence. Sensitive to eutrophication.

NVC: M16

Ascot: Virginia Water (1805). The most recent records are from Tower Hill pits (1974), Dukeshill
Golf Course (1984) and Swinley pits (1999).

East Berks: bare marshy spots on peaty heaths on Bagshot Heath (1696), Finchampstead (1893),
Wokingham Heath (1897), Wellington College and Penny Hill [8865] (1951). Formerly abundant on
bare pieces of peaty soil both north and south of Wellington College (now Crowthorne) Station. Last
seen in Wellington College [8263] in 1965 and in Bracknell Forest [907651] in 1984. Atlas 2000:
[86]

West Berks: several early nineteenth century records from the acid heaths of Inkpen Common [36],
Greenham Common [46], Snelsmore Common [47], Ufton Common [66], but no post-1900 records.

Lycopodium clavatum L. Stag’s-horn Clubmoss chh 6 F
Lepidotis clavata (L.) P. Beauv.

Probably extinct. On acid soil in woods and on bare heathy ground.
Ascot: Virginia Water; plants last seen in 1967.

East Berks: Lord Ball’s Chapel on Bagshot Heath (1696), but this site may be in Surrey.



West Berks: the Elcot [36] record was pre-1897. Fence Wood [57] plants last seen in 1957.

SELAGINELLACEAE

Selaginella kraussiana (Kunze) A. Braun Krauss’s Clubmoss e chh 6
Lycopodium kraussianum Kunze

An ornamental plant, used as ground cover in conservatories and greenhouses

Silwood Park: a persistent, but fluctuating population on bare soil beneath Amaryllis at the base of
the outside west wall of the Conservatory. The patch has persisted since before 1972, despite
occasional weeding by over-enthusiastic gardeners. Survived restoration of the Conservatory roof in
April 1996 but only just. Fully recovered by summer 2000. Formerly a weed of the beds inside the
Conservatory, but suffered greatly during the years when the conservatory was empty and un-watered
(1994-6). Atlas 2000: [96]

West Berks: a weed in glasshouses at Wyld Court [57] in 1967, and on a gravel path in Newbury [46]
in 1971.

EQUISETACEAE

Equisetum hyemale L. Rough Horsetail grh 7
Hippochaete hyemalis (L.) Bruhin

East Berks: planted at Reading University and spreading on gravel paths (1964-68). Not seen since
1980.

Equisetum variegatum Schleich. ex F. Weber and D. Mohr Variegated Horsetail grh 5

A local speciality of calcareous springs, here growing a long way from its native stronghold in South
Wales, and more than 100km away from any other sites. A winter-green plant with slender, perennial
shoots on which last year’s cones persist. The cones are apiculate (not rounded) at the apex. The teeth
of the leaf sheaths have broad scarious margins, which are much wider than the black centres, giving
the whole shoot a characteristic black-and-white striped appearance at each node. The stems are short
(less than 20cm), and emerge from the water (or the moss) at a shallow angle (closer to prostrate than
erect).

West Berks: “locally abundant on wet limestone in Cothill pit” [49] (OXF). First recorded by E.G.
Arthurs and E.F. Warburg in 1959. This is one of the species singled out for mention in the SSSI
declaration for Dry Sandford Pit (= Cothill pit). Still there on 24 November 2002, when it was
occasional as scattered shoots in clear shallow water of calcareous springs (growing with the rare
stonewort Chara hispida; Plate 16), and amongst marginal, lime-encrusted mosses (Palustriella
commutata). Certainly not “locally abundant”, yet found in several of the springs in full sun, but
absent from shade in nearby Phragmites or Schoenus nigricans fen.

Equisetum fluviatile L. Water Horsetail hel 6
Equisetum limosum L
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Rivers, ponds, ditches, slow streams, old gravel pits, water meads, ferruginous swamps and alder
carrs, usually rooting under water and preferring still water. Locally abundant but absent from the
Chalk and the Northern Clays.

NVC: A 8-10,22; M 13,22,27; OV 26,29,32; S 3-6,8,10,12,19,25,26,28; W 1,4,5

Ascot: Sunningwell Bog, locally frequent in ferruginous willow carr, in standing water beneath Salix
cinerea, east of Bog Lane growing with frequent Carex curta, and in the wettest parts of the sunny
Juncus effusus mire. Uncommon in the main ditch on the southern side of the A322, half way
between Bracknell and Bagshot [896654] in May 2002. It is curious that the plant does not grow in
Silwood Park, because the ferruginous swamp of Cascade Marsh looks like ideal habitat, and the
plant is found just 1km upstream in the swampy remnants of Sunningwell Bog below St George’s
School [927683]. Occasional by the stream in the north-eastern corner of South Ascot Bog [928676],
growing with Hydrocotyle vulgaris and Molinia.

East Berks: Bulmarsh, Sonning, Wargrave, Bisham, Old Windsor, Windsor Great Park, Coleman’s
Moor, Bracknell, Blackwater, Bagshot, Upper Lake at Sandhurst, Finchampstead. Moor Green Lakes
nature reserve [8062] in 2001. The best and most accessible population is in alder carr adjacent to the
boardwalk through Longmoor Bog at the western end of California Country Park, where it grows with
abundant Carex curta. 2% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [76], [77], [78], [86], [88], [97]

West Berks: occasional around Wytham in the northern loop of the Thames [40, 50] and in the south-
west [36, 47, 56, etc]. Particularly common on the wayside up to Wytham Wood [470086] and in
Kennington Pond [519033] in 2002. Atlas 2000: all except [48], [68].

Equisetum x litorale Kiihlew. ex Rupr. = E. fluviatile x E. arvense Shore Horsetail
Recorded by Druce from Cothill [49] in 1924 without a specimen
Equisetum arvense L. Field Horsetail grh 4

Cultivated and waste ground, damp roadsides, gardens, allotments, railway banks and sidings.
Abundant throughout. Hedge-banks, arable fields, gardens, railway tracks and waste ground. Also in
the drier parts of Salix cinerea woodland. Frequent, but absent from the chalk ridge. Host to the
beetles Hippuriphila modeeri and Grypus equiseti. Told from sterile E. palustre by the stem ridges:
ignoring the edges there are 4 or 5 (not 3) clear ridges.

NVC: M 27; MG 4,10, OV 9,33; S 18,23; W 6,24

Silwood Park: the largest patch was between the gate onto Church Lane footpath, and the end of the
track between Pond Field and Herons Brook Meadow. This population declined almost to extinction
by 2002. An abundant weed in Silwood Park Nurseries. Also locally frequent in wet grassland.
Occasional as a weed of arable land as at Pound Hill and Silwood Bottom (especially the northern
half). Wet ground in Water Meadow West and Heronsbrook Meadow (e.g. in the NutNet plots in
2008).

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m> 10,000 m?
0 0 0 5 12

East Berks: 51% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: Atlas 2000: all squares



Equisetum sylvaticum L. Wood Horsetail grh 4
Equisetum capillare Hoffm.

Shady woods, damp heathy places. By streams and ferruginous swamps in oak and alder woods.
NVC: W6

Ascot: Windsor Great Park, locally dominant at the streamside on Breakheart Hill, by the road up the
edge of Valley Gardens from Johnson’s Pond up to Smiths Lawn. Not in Silwood Park.

East Berks: Bear Wood, Arborfield, Finchampstead and Sandhurst. <1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [76],
[96], [97]

West Berks: scattered but absent from calcareous soils in central Berks. Greenham Common [46],
Boxford [47], Childswell [40], Goldfinch Bottom [56], Bagley Wood [50], Silchester [66]. Atlas
2000: [46], [40], [56], [50], [66]
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Equisetum palustre L. Marsh Horsetail grh 5

Marshy and boggy places, river banks, etc. By streams, in water meadows, marshes, fens and
sometimes in Sphagnum bogs. Locally frequent but absent from the chalk. Often growing with E.
arvense, from which sterile material is told by the stem ridges: ignoring the edges there are 3 (not 4 or
5) clear ridges.

NVC: M 13,22,24,27; MG 10; OV 26; S 4-7,16,18,25,26; W 1,4-6

Silwood Park: local and uncommon in wet grassland and woodland. Amongst Lysimachia vulgaris
and Carex acutiformis in Cascade Marsh and at the edge of The Lake.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m’ 10,000 m>

0 0 0 1 2

East Berks: Sonning Meadows very fine, Coleman’s Moor, Wokingham, Bracknell, Wellington
College, Easthampstead, Bray, Waltham, Shottesbrooke, Cookham. Windsor Park, Virginia Water.
With Eriophorum angustifolium in the Myrica bog at Mill Pond in Bracknell Forest [888654] in May
2004. 2% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: common in the Thames and Kennet Valleys. In the spring at Dry Sandford Pit with E.
variegatum (1979-2004). Frequent in Reading’s Lake District [66] and [67]. Atlas 2000: all squares

Equisetum telmateia Ehrh. Great Horsetail grh 4
Equisetum fluviatile sensu L.(1754), non L.(1753)
Equisetum maximum

Wet shady places, swampy woods, marshes, springs, hedges, etc. Often with Carex otrubae.
NVC:S18; W5

Ascot: local and rare in Windsor Great Park, as by the pond in the wood to the west of The Village
[953725]. Not in Silwood Park.

East Berks: locally common but absent from considerable areas. Ashley Hill and Bowsey Hill,
Lindenhill Wood, Wokingham and Bracknell. Locally frequent at the western edge of the new car
park at Dell Computers at Amen Corner in Bracknell [8469] in September 2004. < 1% (1km?). Atlas
2000: [76], [77], [87], [88], [97]

West Berks: widespread, but uncommon: locally abundant in wet places in parkland and woodland as
at Compton Beauchamp [28], Badbury Hill and Little Coxwell [29], Kingston Lisle [38], Buckland
[39], Benham Park [46], Chawley Brick Pit [4704], Hinksey and Foxcombe Hill [40], Crookham
Common [56], South Hinksey [50]. The plant is seen at its most luxuriant in the roadside ditches on
the way up from Wytham to Wytham Woods, just east of Keepers Cottage [469086]. Atlas 2000:
(28], [29], [38], [39], [46], [40], [56], [59], [50]

OPHIOGLOSSACEAE

Ophioglossum vulgatum L. Adder’s-tongue grh 51
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Water meadows, pastures, roadsides and damp grassy rides in woods; more rarely in dry grassland
and lawns.
NVC: M 22; MG 5

Silwood Park: very rare in Garden Wood. Unintentionally introduced with turfs dug up to save the
orchids from Crown Wood, Bracknell, in February 1981 during the construction of Martin’s Heron
housing development. Two fine plants with spores 6 June 1981, in a fenced part of the clearing by
South Gravel. Extinct following clearance of the site for the construction of the TTC car park in 1987.

Ascot: once plentiful in Windsor Great Park, now much reduced. Still in ancient grasslands close to
the Copper Horse and in Stag Meadow. The best place to guarantee to see the plant is in the damp
grass at the roadside on Heartbreak Hill below the western edge of Valley Gardens. There were
hundreds of plants on 30 May with Listera ovata beneath Bracken after the very late spring of 2013 at
the northern apex of the Swinley Triangle on Ascot Heath [92249 70052].

East Berks: Wellington College, Bisham, Twyford, Park Place, Quarry Wood, Crazies Hill,
Easthampstead, Virginia Water. Red Lodge, Swinley, Ashley Hill, Great Wood, Waltham,
Finchampstead, Tidmarsh, Bracknell, Reading, Whiteknights Park. 1% (lkmz). Atlas 2000: all
squares

West Berks: widespread and occasional throughout, but rare or absent from Lambourn Downs and the
Vale of the White Horse. Most frequent in the north-west [29], as around Watchfield, Coleshill,
Brimstone Farm, Buscot and Eaton Hastings. A classic site is in the Thames-side Fritillary meadow at
Grafton Lock [272988] where there are groups of ¢.20 plants in most years. In the western meadow
on Long Leys Farm west of Cumnor [442045] in June 2002. Occasional in damper parts of the old
airfield on Greenham Common [46]. Atlas 2000: all but [37], [47], [48], [66], [68], [69]

Botrychium lunaria (L.) Sw. Moonwort grh 6 1
Osmunda lunaria L.

Dry grassy pastures and heaths on acid soil. Often under bracken. Rarely in lawn turf.

Ascot: a single plant survived for many years (1979-1995) in the lawn at John Brady’s house, 24
Woodlands Ride [9167]; a garage has now been built on the site.

East Berks: very local and rare. Wellington College until 1928 (RNG). Atlas 2000: [86], [96]
West Berks: very rare, recorded in 1666 by Merrett from “Blind-Pinnocks” near Cumnor [40]. Wood,

west of Downe House in 1964 [57], Radley Park in 1910 [59], Mortimer Common in 1950 [66]. Atlas
2000: [57], [66]

OSMUNDACEAE

Osmunda regalis L. Royal Fern h 6
Struthiopteris regalis (L.) Bernh.

Ditches in Pine plantations on the Crown Estates, boggy spots in shady woods, and in Molinia mires.
Rarely established in ditches by gardens.
NVC:M25; W5



Silwood Park: a fine clump by the pond in the Japanese Garden since before 1970, no doubt planted.
In the ditch by Titness Park on Blacknest Road, much less likely to have been planted, but possibly a
garden outcast.

Ascot: “in great abundance at the end of Sunninghill Heath in a ditch on the right hand going to
Bracknell” (Lightfoot ms). Very local and rare on the northern and southern shores of Virginia Water
and by Johnson’s Pond in June 2003. Swinley Brick Pits [903668], Buttersteep, Blane’s Allotment,
Sunninghill, Sunninghill Park, Sunningdale Park, Frostfarm Plantation [9668], Tower Hill. Local and
rare by the stream through the north-east corner of South Ascot Bog [928676] in May 2003. On the
edges of Sole’s Pond east of Ascot Station 1979-2004.

East Berks: Coleman’s Moor (OXF), Finchampstead, Crowthorne, Owlsmoor, Lily Hill Park,
Wildmoor Heath [838625]. 1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [86], [96], [97]

West Berks: Woolstone [28], Youlbury [40], Foxhold [56], Fence Wood (OXF), Stanford Dingley
[57]. By the pond at the Old Rectory at Burghfield [6668] in 2004. Atlas 2000: [28], [40], [56], [57]

4 Osmunda O. regalis ‘Purpurascens’

ADIANTACEAE

Adiantum capillus-veneris L. Maidenhair Fern e hb
On damp mortared walls. Common as a weed inside greenhouses, but rare on walls outside.

Silwood Park: on east-facing brickwork of a greenhouse, low enough on the wall to be protected
from desiccation by plants like Briza maxima growing on the cinder pot stand. It has been there since
before 1979 but was not seen in 2006 or 2007. A common weed inside the derelict greenhouses in
2007 but declined in the conservatory of the Manor House. Much declined in the derelict
greenhouses, but hanging on in a few places on interior brickwork; gone from outside on 26 January
2010

East Berks: walls in Reading. Long known from brickwork on the upstream face of Sonning Bridge
over the R. Thames (1963); still there [755757] in 2004 with Asplenium ruta-muraria and abundant
Cymbalaria muralis. < 1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [77], [96], [97]

West Berks: locally frequent on the high, north-facing brick wall of the railway in Hungerford town
centre [338686] (1979-2006) where the celebrated Pilosella praealta grows. The plant was
particularly frequent all along the wall on 23 September 2006, but Pilosella praealta was much
reduced. Also at Wyld Court [57] and Radley College [59]. Atlas 2000: [36], [57], [59]

Adiantum pedatum L. Five-fingered Maidenhair Fern ehb

Ascot: very rare (RNG) garden escape. On a small bridge close to the Surrey border on the north side
of Virginia Water (1969).

PTERIDACEAE



Pteris cretica L. Ribbon Fern e gh 6

East Berks: introduced on damp walls on Reading Town Hall (1963) and on walls and gravel paths
outside a greenhouse at Reading University (1987).

MARSILEACEAE

Pilularia globulifera L. Pillwort hel 6 4

Moist spots on heaths and gravelly margins of ponds in heathy situations. Scarce: A lowland fern of
silty and peaty pond margins, and shallow pans and pools resulting from brick-earth or gravel
extraction. An early successional species, soon lost when overtopped by more vigorous plant species.
Often found with Apium inundatum, Hydrocotyle vulgaris, Ranunculus flammula and Samolus
valerandi.

NVC: M 29; OV 35

East Berks: a local speciality of the Crowthorne Lake District. First recorded from a pond near
Wellington College (OXF, 1891). Acid ponds, abundant at South Lake [752723] in 1968 (RDG), but
not seen since. Its only surviving stations are at Heath Lake, Crowthorne [828652] and at several
spots in Moor Green Lakes [8153 6229], [8086 6250], [8092 6226], [8091 6246] and [8090 6219] on
Colebrook Lakes and Grove Lake in 2001.

West Berks: no records.

9 Pilularia P. globulifera

POLYPODIACEAE

Polypodium vulgare L. Polypody grh 4
Ctenopteris vulgaris (L.) Newman

Old walls, rare. Small ferns (10-25cm long) with coarse, thick, rigid texture (erect rather than arching
fronds) typical of acid rocky substrates. The basal third of the frond is parallel sided (not tapering as
a result of progressively shorter pinnae towards the base). The sori are reddish brown to bright
orange, and contrast with the abundant yellow spores. The mean number of indurated cells of the
annulus (stripes of thick-walled cells in the annulus making “rungs of a ladder”) ranges between 10
and 14 (not 7-9).

Silwood Park: planted as ground cover in Cannon Woods as part of the TTC landscaping in 1988, but
suffered badly in the consecutive dry summers of 1995 and 1996. Still there, but rare in 2000.

Ascot: no records.

East Berks: common in the south-west but absent from east. Beech Hill, Spencer’s Wood, Riseley,
Swallowfield, Sandpit Lane, The Leas, Barkham Manor, Fleet Copse, Rectory Farm, South Charvil,
Heath Pond, Chapel Green, Ravenswood, Gardener’s Green, Pine Wood, Bisham Abbey, Dial Close.
On riverside stonework at Boulter’s Lock. 4% (lkmz). Atlas 2000: [76], [77], [86], [88]
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West Berks: widespread but uncommon; rare or absent from Lambourn Downs and the Vale of the
White Horse. Atlas 2000: all but [48], [68], [69]

Polypodium x mantoniae Rothm. Manton’s Polypody = P. interjectum x P. vulgare

Intermediate between the parents and usually highly sterile. In Berkshire the fronds are c.27cm long
and have a narrower outline than P. interjectum with more nearly parallel sides towards the base, but
the basal pinnae are noticeably shorter than the pinnae immediately above them. The mean number of
“rungs of the ladder” is 9 or 10 but the range is from 8 to 12. The spores are empty.

West Berks: Kingston Bagpuize [4098]. Abundant on old limestone walls, as at Cothill [4699],
Kingston Bagpuize [4098] and Sunningwell [4900].

Polypodium interjectum Shivas [Intermediate Polypody grh 4

Larger ferns (15-60cm long) with less leathery texture (arching rather than erect fronds) typical of
calcareous and neutral substrates. The basal third of the frond is tapered as a result of progressively
shorter pinnae towards the base (not parallel sided). The sori are oval and yellow brown at maturity
(not round and reddish or orange brown), and have abundant spores (few in hybrids). The mean
number of indurated cells of the annulus (“rungs of the ladder”) ranges between 7 and 9 (not 10-14)
(but note that individual annuli can vary between 4 and 19). Commonly epiphytic on the trunks and
larger branches of oak Quercus robur, and on the tops of old limestone walls; occasional on dry
banks in woods.

East Berks: very few records: Sonning, Leighton Park. <1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [77], [86]

West Berks: uncommon and local; in two main centres around Wytham and Appleton [40], and along
the lower Kennet Valley, Great Wood, Greenham [56], Mortimer Common [66]. A single, but huge
clump, on the churchyard wall at Theale [640713] in January 2004. Common on the top of limestone
walls in Cothill Village. Atlas 2000: [46], [49], [40], [56], [66], [67]

4 Polypodium P. cambricum, P. glycyrrhiza ‘Longicaudatum’, P. interjectum ‘Cornubiense’, P.
vulgare ‘Bifidocristatum’

DENNSTAEDTIACEAE

Pteridium aquilinum (L.) Kuhn Bracken grh 7
Pteris aquilina L., Polypodium austriacum Jacq.

Dry woods, bushy places, parkland on sandy soil, and heaths especially where burning has been
poorly managed. Common on the Bagshot Sands. Forming dense monocultures in many freely
drained habitats in both sun and shade. Absent from wet soils. Often taller than head-height. Rare on
dams and walls in urban areas. The pinnule margins are rolled by midge Dasyneura filicina.

NVC: H2,3; M 27; MG 1,5; OV 25,27; U 1,2,20; W 4,8,10,14-16,21-23,25

Silwood Park: the biggest and most abundant of the Silwood ferns. The most extensive bracken
patches are on Gunness’s Hill, Wood Bank, Cheapside (between Gravel Pit and The Farm), and in
Hell Hill Wood. Quick to recover dominance (by August 2011) after construction of the new road to
the renovated Farm.
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1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m>
10 12 15 22 47

East Berks: a curiously patchy distribution at small scales; worthy of further study. 51% (1km?). Atlas
2000: all squares

West Berks: Atlas 2000: all squares

THELYPTERIDACEAE

Thelypteris palustris Schott Marsh Fern grh 7 F
Acrostichum thelypteris L.
Dryopteris thelypteris Asa Gray

Marshes, always extremely rare. None of the records were supported by specimens
NVC: M 22,0V 26,S25; W5

Ascot: Windsor Park, Sunninghill Wells (1897). Not seen since then.
East Berks: near Loddon Bridge. Not seen recently.

West Berks: Marley Wood. Naturalised in the wild garden of Jarn Mound at Boars Hill [50]; last seen
in 1965.

Phegopteris connectilis (Michx.) Watt Beech Fern grh 6
Phegopteris polypodioides Fee
Thelypteris phegopteris (L.) Slosson

West Berks: extinct. Found by Mr F. Tufnail in 1892 on a dry bank in woodland north-west of
Mortimer Common [66]. Bowen placed a specimen in RNG.

Oreopteris limbosperma (All.) Holub Lemon-scented Fern h74
Polypodium limbospermum All.

Polypodium oreopteris Ehrh.

Dryopteris montana Kuntze

Heathy places and steep banks in woods on acid soils.
NVC: U20; W 10

Ascot: very local and rare. By the wooded stream below Sunninghill Park; still there in 2000, but the
ditch was bulldozed in 2001. Common in the ditch parallel with the metalled road through Blane’s
Allotment. Windsor Great Park and Virginia Water (but commonest on the Surrey side).

East Berks: rare and decreasing. Finchampstead Ridges (1966). Atlas 2000: [96]

West Berks: a rarity, lost from many of its former sites. “Existed a year or two ago in Bagley Wood
and in woods near Cumnor and Wytham but collectors and cultivation have together nearly extirpated
them” (Boswell, 1871). Now all but confined to the south of the county with outlying stations close to
Wytham. Hen Wood [40], Snelsmore Common [47], Foxhold, Crookham Common [56], Silchester
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Common [66]. Bill Helyar found the plant in Benyons Inclosure [6260 6325] in 2005. Atlas 2000:
[40], [47]
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ASPLENIACEAE

Phyllitis scolopendrium (L.) Newman Hart’s-tongue h 7
Asplenium scolopendrium L.

On mortar on moist, sheltered walls and damp brickwork in shade; often on the steps down to the
crypt beneath churches and in the mouth of brick-lined wells, drains and soak-aways. Less common
on wooded banks than it is in the west country.

NVC: OV 40; W 8,12,21,22

Silwood Park: common on damp brickwork, especially around the basement windows of the Manor
House. Inside the Wishing Well, about 1.5m below the lip. Locally abundant on the rockery in the
Japanese Garden. Rare on the ground in woods. A single plant on the stone base of the War Memorial
in the churchyard at St Michael’s parish church at Ashurst on 7 July 2009.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m’ 10,000 m>
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Ascot: on the ground in birch woodland on the remnants of Sunningwell Bog in South Ascot. In the
central storm-drain of Ascot Station southern car park. On the ornamental stonework of the bridge
over Virginia Water [960690] in 2003. On brick railway bridges in Sunninghill and South Ascot.

East Berks: Swallowfield, Highlands, Newland Farm, Bearwood, commonly on brickwork throughout
Reading, Sindlesham, Sonning, south Charvil, Twyford, Wargrave, Ruscombe, Park Place,
Remenham, Holme Green, Sandhurst, Longmoor, Transport Research Laboratory, Wishmoor,
Bowsey Hill, West End, Binfield, Newell Green, Winkfield Row, Scotlands, Warren Row, Dial
Close, Maidenhead, Winkfield, Foliejon Park, Dedworth, Clewer, Windsor, Frogmore, Coronation
Road, Sunningdale Park, Sunninghill Park. On the ruined chalky rock garden on the slope below
Windsor Castle. 12% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: widespread but uncommon throughout. Dominant on brickwork on the steps down to the
cellar below the church at Peasemore [47], sheltering (or perhaps in the long run threatening) the
delicate fronds of Cystopteris fragilis. Atlas 2000: all squares except [27], [30], [69].

Asplenium adiantum-nigrum L. Black Spleenwort h 6

On mortar on sheltered walls, and rarely on dry banks. Along with Ceterach officinarum, this is the
rarest of our wall ferns.
NVC: OV 39,41

Silwood Park: very local and rare, in only two places. On crumbing brickwork on the top of the
potting shed wall at The Greenhouses (1979-2008). This population has spread to ground level in the
damp alley between the potting shed and the insecticide store by 26 July 2007. Just above the water
level in the Lily Pond, a single plant on the coping stone, half way along the Manor House side in
November 2003.

Ascot: Woodlands Ride, very rare on brickwork of the railway bridge that crosses into the forest
[917673], on the south-facing sides of both parapets with abundant A. ruta-muraria.
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East Berks: still on several of the old brick railway bridges in Reading, Loddon Mouth, Sonning,
South Charvil, Ruscombe, Little Lowbrook Farm, Burdows Farm, Twyford, Wargrave, between flints
on the church walls at Bisham Abbey, Bisham Wood, Finchampstead, Shottesbrooke Church, Old
Windsor Bridge. Wokingham churchyard, locally frequent on both sides of the low brick wall
bisecting of the newer part of the cemetery (1979-2004). Inside the rear porch of Wargrave church in
an extremely dry place; 16 February 2002. 2% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: widespread, but scattered and uncommon, as around Wytham [40] and Abingdon Bridge
[49], and along the Kennet Valley as at Cold Ash [56] and Beech Hill [66]. On flints on the porch of
Kintbury Church [3866] from 1982-2004. On the wall of West Hanney church [4092] in 2001, old
walls at Kingston Bagpuize House [49] and on the Roman walls at Calleva Atrebatum [66] in 2004.
Atlas 2000: all squares except [27], [29], [30], [47], [58], [50], [69]

Asplenium trichomanes L. Maidenhair Spleenwort h 5
Asplenium trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens D.E. Mey.
Asplenium trichomanes L. subsp. lovisii Rothm.

Sheltered walls and damp brickwork on railway and canal bridges. Much less common than A. ruta-
muraria, but more frequent than 4. adiantum-nigrum.
NVC: OV 39,41,42; W 8

Silwood Park: very local and rare. A single colony of 3 plants on damp sandstone above the pond in
the Japanese Garden. The plants were under water for several weeks during the great floods of spring
2001. They looked dead after the flood waters receded, but recovered somewhat by autumn 2001.
One plant, still struggling, in November 2003, but still there in July 2005 despite the high water level,
and still one plant in October 2007 and two plants in October 2009. There were 4 plants on 1
February 2012. Recorded from Ashurst churchyard in 1960. There was 1 plant on the top rim of the
fine stone grave of Harriet Ricardo (d. 1844) next to the south wall of the church (this is a copy of the
second century BC Scipio sarcophagus in the Vatican), on 2 March 2001, but it is no longer there
(presumably weeded out during tidying up). However, a single plant, on the same top ridge of the
tomb on the church side of the sarcophagus, was rediscovered on 7 July 2009, and seen again on 27
July 2010, 15 May 2011 and 1 January 2012. One plant amongst countless 4. ruta-muraria on damp
brickwork of the east-facing churchyard wall, west of the tower, beneath the small plaque in memory
of Jenny Farmer on 13 November 2003 and still there in July 2005. The shading shrubs were cut
down to the ground on 20 January 2007, and it will be interesting to see how the single surviving
plant performs. The plant is still alive but looking somewhat chlorotic on 7 July 2009 and 27 July
2010, but had gone by 15 May 2011. Very rare in the brick basement of the Manor House, opposite
Phase One; a single plant in February 2004 amongst abundant Phyllitis scolopendrium, but not seen
here since then (the ferns were all stripped out in 2006 during repointing). A single plant on 13 May
2009 at the junction of the turf and the stone, at the top of the brickwork at the southern end of the Ha
Ha, 31.5m from the cedars; still there on 1 February 2012.

Ascot: very local and rare. One plant on brickwork in a shady alleyway off Sunninghill High Street
[936677] on 19 June 2003. Gone by September 2003, presumably weeded out during repointing. Not
seen on the local railway bridges until two individuals were found on the northern face of the brick
railway bridge over St George’s Lane in South Ascot on 26 January 2007 (with frequent Phyllitis
scolopendrium and Dryopteris filix-mas).

East Berks: uncommon and scattered. Reading, Sonning, Wargrave, Maidenhead Station, Hurley,
Burdows Farm, Little Lowbrook Farm, Bisham Abbey, Foliejon Park, Windsor. Locally abundant on
brickwork facing of Lullebrook at The Odney Club in Cookham. Locally frequent on north-facing
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brickwork of the railway opposite Tesco's Superstore at Kings Meadow in Reading [719738] on 11
October 2003. 1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [77], [87], [96], [97]

West Berks: uncommon and scattered. Faringdon and Coleshill [29], but spectacularly abundant on
the old stonework of the gates of West Woodhay House [3963]. Also from Inkpen and Kintbury [36],
Great Shefford [37], Letcombe Regis [38], Pusey, on the walls of Stanford-in-the-Vale church [39],
Kingston Bagpuize and Abingdon [49], old limestone walls in Wytham and Sunningwell [40], north
of Hampstead Norreys [57], on the cellar stairs on Little Wittenham church [59], Burghfield,
Kennington and South Hinksey churches [50], Sulhamstead and Upton Nervet [66], abundant on the
stone steps to the cellar at Burghfield Church [670684] in August 2005, common (where the ivy has
not smothered it) on the brickwork of the railway bridge north of the Seven Deadly Sins in
Pangbourne, Englefield Park and Theale [67], Wallingford [68]. Atlas 2000: all but [48], [56], [58],
[50], [69]

Asplenium ruta-muraria L. Wall-rue h 6
Acrostichum ruta-muraria (L.) Lam.
Amesium ruta-muraria (L.) Newman

Much the commonest of our wall ferns. On old stone walls and on mortar in brickwork on railway
bridges and damp walls in towns. Rare in ash woods.
NVC: OV 39,41,42; W 8

Silwood Park: rare, but locally frequent in the churchyard at Ashurst on east-facing brick walls
opposite the tower and the ancient yew tree. Common also on the car-park side of the wall in July
2009.

Ascot: very local: on the grotto at Ascot Place, and on the Woodlands Ride railway bridge.

East Berks: common on old brickwork in Reading, Sonning Bridge, South Charvil, Borough Marsh,
Ruscombe, Marsh Mills, Wokingham, Littlewick Green, Altmore, Little Lowbrook Farm,
Shottesbrooke, Hurley, Burchett’s Green, Cookham, Hurst, Wargrave, Ruscombe, Bisham,
Maidenhead, Windsor, Shaw Farm, Frogmore, Windsor Castle and the Home Park. 6% (lkmz). Atlas
2000: all squares

West Berks: widespread but always rather uncommon. On the ruined walls of Godstow Nunnery
[4809] and the old brick walls of Hamstead Park [4166]. Atlas 2000: all but [27], [30] and [69].

Ceterach officinarum Willd. Rustyback h 4
Asplenium ceterach L.
Asplenium vulgare Hill

Sheltered places on old limestone walls, commonest on the Golden Ridge, very local and rare
elsewhere, as on crumbling brickwork or old concrete. One of the rarest, and certainly the most
charismatic, of our wall ferns. Recent molecular evidence shows that the genus Ceterach should be
subsumed within Asplenium where Linnaeus had originally placed it.

NVC: OV 39

Silwood Park: first recorded on 10 July 2011 on the west-facing side of the low brick wall separating
the two levels of the Reactor Car Park. A single plant in fine condition, that was clearly more than
two years old. The car park had not ben used since security was stepped up and the rising bollards
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were installed. Still there, with 4 new juvenile plants on mortar on the same side of the wall, on 1
June 2013.

Ascot: no other records.

East Berks: local and rare: on walls by the Thames in Reading, Fobney [7071], Sonning, Burdows
Farm, Cookham Station, but absent from most of East Berks. < 1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [77], [87],
[88]. Very local and rare on 15 December 2012 in Trinity Place Windsor [96371 76521], on old
mortared low stone walls in two places; one on its own on the dry side of the wall and another group
of plants further along on the shady side growing amongst dense colonies of Phyllitis scolopendrium.

West Berks: scattered and uncommon, except on the Golden Ridge where it is frequent on old
limestone walls (Plate 15): Bourton [2386], Buscot, locally abundant in Great Coxwell, on cemented
brickwork by the main road in Faringdon [29], Hungerford [36], Letcombe Regis and Wantage [38],
Stanford-in-the-Vale, Buckland, Hinton Waldrist, Pusey and Duxford [39], Newbury [46], Chilton,
Ardington and East Hendred [48] East and West Hanney, Drayton and Marcham [49], village walls in
Cumnor [4604], Wytham village and Abbey [40], Bottomhouse Farm [57], Sutton Courtenay, Culham
Bridge, Radley and Thrupp [59], South Hinksey [50], on the Weak Bridge where the main road
crosses the railway cutting at Basildon Park [618780], on the Roman walls at Silchester [66]. A few
plants survived repointing of the old garden walls at Kingston Bagpuize House [4097] in 2003. Atlas
2000: all except [27], [30], [47], [56], [58], [68], [69]. Two small individuals, high up on the
brickwork of the retaining wall at Newbury Station car park on 28 January 2012.

Matteuccia struthiopteris (L.) Tod. Ostrich Fern e grh 6
Osmunda struthiopteris L.

Onoclea struthiopteris (L.) Roth

Struthiopteris germanica Willd.

One of the most popular garden ferns, sometimes increasing dramatically within the garden (as at
Mortimer West End). Occasional as an outcast, but rarely naturalized.

Ascot: locally naturalised in bogs on the shores of Virginia Water in 1984.

West Berks: planted in the grounds of Kingston Bagpuize House [49] from 1988-2004. Frequent in
the rockery at The Old Vicarage at Mortimer West End on 30 January 2012.

4 Matteuccia M. struthiopteris
Onoclea sensibilis L. Sensitive Fern e gh 6

Locally naturalised in damp shady places. An escaped garden plant.
NVC: W5

Silwood Park: very rare but locally dominant in alder carr at Great Mead at the western end of The
Lake, between the western edge of Rush Meadow and the northern bank of the Red Brook.
Naturalized since before 1971. The patch had increased to 10m x 8m by May 2004, and was the same
size in May 2008 and May 2010. Formerly abundant in the Japanese Garden, but extinct following
extension of the lawn all the way up to the water’s edge in 1995.

Ascot: near the lake in Blacknest Park [957683] in 2001.
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West Berks: Kingston Bagpuize House [49] in 1988, probably planted.
9 Onoclea O. sensibilis

Athyrium filix-femina (L.) Roth Lady-fern h 7
Polypodium filix-femina L.

Damp sheltered woods on acid or humus-rich soil.
NVC: OV 27; S 3,25; W 4-6,8,10

Silwood Park: wet woodlands, typically much less common than Dryopteris filix-mas and Dryopteris
dilatata, often picking out the stream lines through woods. Great Mead, Nash’s Copse, etc.
Uncommon at small scales.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m>
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East Berks: occasional throughout, but absent or rare in the north on the chalk. Locally common on
ditch banks in the pine plantations of Bracknell Forest. 11% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: occasional, but absent from the Chalk and the Northern clays. Atlas 2000: all squares

Gymnocarpium dryopteris (L.) Newman Oak Fern e grh 7
Polypodium dryopteris L.

A woodland fern of northern Britain, alien with us.
Ascot: planted but spreading in shade by Virginia Water. First seen 1984.

Cystopteris fragilis (L.) Bernh. Brittle Bladder-fern h 7
Polypodium fragile L.

On old mortar on damp shaded brick work, very rare.
East Berks: not in Druce. Colonist or casual on walls. Bray (1920), but not seen recently (OXF).

West Berks: recorded from the damp stair well leading to the cellar of the church at Peasemore [4577]
in 1980. Still there in 2004 despite the development of a dense tangle of Phyllitis scolopendrium. This
is the form that used to be called “var. dentata Hook.” with small, blunt pinnae (11mm long, 6mm
wide), rounded, more obtuse segments and blunt teeth (3-4 per edge). Towards the base of the frond,
there is up to Smm gap of bare stem between one pinna and the next.

DRYOPTERIDACEAE

Polystichum setiferum (Forssk.) T. Moore ex Woyn. Soft Shield-fern h 7
Aspidium angulare (Kit. ex Willd.) C. Presl

Aspidium aculeatum (L.) Sw. var. angulare (Kit. ex Willd.) H. Watson

Polystichum angulare Presl.
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Dry banks in woods and shady hedge-banks, often near water, in small quantity. Absent from
calcareous soils. Told from P. aculeatum by the length of the lowest pinnae: in P. setiferum they are
the same length as the penultimate pinnae, but in P. aculeatum the frond is tapered, so that the basal
pinnae are only about half as long as the longest pair. The base of the pinnule makes a right angle (not
an acute angle), with about 45 degrees on either side of the stalk. Most Berkshire plants are covered in
dull pale golden scales, and have a long, bare section of stipe below the basal pinnae.

NVC: W8

Silwood Park: not discovered until 19 May 2007 (the day of the first Cup Final at the new Wembley
Stadium; Chelsea 1 Manchester United 0 a.e.t.). A single clump in Farm Wood [941693] amongst
Dryopteris filix-mas and D. affinis, on the bank above the roadside ditch, halfway down the shaded
part of the Farm Road. The plant was conspicuous by its pale, densely ginger-hairy rachis. Still just
one plant on 15 May 2008, it was missed by the falling ash tree later that month, and therefore spared
from burial (6 July 2008). Still one plant beneath D. affinis at the edge of Farm Road by The Lake on
31 August 2011.

Ascot: local and rare; Sunningdale Park. A single plant on the sunny, south facing side of the brick
wall adjacent to the arch of St George’s Lane under the railway in South Ascot on 13 October 2007.

East Berks: uncommon and scattered: recent records from Great Copse [7465], Westland’s Copse and
Spring Copse [76], Whiteknights Park, Bear Grove, Shinfield Grange, Leighton Park [77]. By the
stream through the wood at Billingbear golf course [8272]. Ashley Wood [822812], Whitehouse
Farm, Warren Row, Bisham Church, Northerams Wood, Bracknell [857687], northern end of Big
Wood [8468], Chawridge Manor Farm [9073] and the woods around Foligjon. 1% (1km?). Atlas
2000: [76], [77], [86], [87], [88], [96], [97]

West Berks: uncommon and more or less restricted to the southern third of the county. Cole’s Pits,
Fernham, Turf Pits Copse Faringdon [29], Inkpen [36], Inholmes [37], Newbury [46], Winterbourne
Holt [47], Powder Hill Copse and Hen Wood [40], south of Thatcham Station, Aldermaston, Wasing
Wood and Beenham [56], on the shady bank behind the church at Hermitage, Hurdle Shaw and
Stanford Dingley [57], East Hagbourne [58], Bagley Wood [50], Stratfield Mortimer, Padworth and
Burghfield [66], Little Heath and Tilehurst [67]. Atlas 2000: [29], [46], [47], [40], [56], [57], [50],
[66], [67]

Polystichum aculeatum (L.) Roth Hard Shield-fern h7y
Polypodium aculeatum L.

Woods and shady hedge-banks, often near water. Local and rather rare; seldom in quantity, and
usually found as a single individual. The lowest, shielding pinnules are sessile and less than right-
angled (acute) at the base, whereas P. setiferum has stalked basal pinnules that are more than 90
degrees (obtuse) at the base.

NVC: W8

Ascot: on the grotto in Ascot Place.

East Berks: rare and decreasing. Highlands, Jouldern’s Ford (OXF), Great Copse, The Leas, Dinton
Pastures, Finchampstead, Wellington College, east of Wokingham [8372 6987], North Hanworth,
White Waltham, New Lodge (OXF), Whistley Mill, Bowsey Hill, Ashley Hill, Bear Wood, Big
Wood, Foliejon Park, Frogmore. 2% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [76], [86], [97]
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West Berks: Badbury Hill [29], Inkpen and West Woodhay [36], Lambourn Woodlands [37], Balking
[39], Skinners Green [46], Welford Park [47], Marley Wood [40], Aldermaston [56], The Slade [57],
Bagley Wood south-east corner [50], Round Wood Copse [66], Cornwell Copse, Tilehurst, Little
Heath and Sulham [67], Rush Court [69] Atlas 2000: [29], [37], [39], [46], [47], [40], [50], [66], [67],
[69]

Polystichum munitum (Kaulf.) C. Presl Western Sword-fern eh 7
Aspidium munitum Kaulf.

Ascot: planted and locally naturalised at Virginia Water in 2001.

9 Polystichum  P. acrostichoides, P. aculeatum ‘Grandiceps’, P. munitum, P. polyblepharum, P.
rigens, P. setiferum ‘Acutilobum’, ‘Congentum’, ‘Dahlem’, ‘Divisilobum’, ‘Herrenhausen’ and
‘Plumosodiversilobum’, P. tsussimense

Cyrtomium falcatum (L.f.) C.Presl House Holly-fern e gh 6
Polypodium falcatum L.f.
Phanerophlebia falcata (L. f.) Copel.

A rare greenhouse escape found on brick walls and in other shady places.
East Berks: Reading Town Hall (1968).
West Berks: Newbury [46] in 1982, Kingston Bagpuize House [49] in 1968.

Dryopteris filix-mas (L.) Schott Male-fern h 7
Polypodium filix-mas L.

Woods, copses and hedge-banks, often forming large stands on the woodland floor. The commonest
member of the genus in towns. Told from D. affinis by the much less scaly rhachis, and absence of a
black spot at the point where the pinnae stalks meet the rhachis, and by the round-ended, tapered (not
parallel-sided, truncate) pinnules. Told from D. dilatata by its fronds elegantly tapered to the base
(not triangular with a long, bare stalk). The tips of the fronds are often galled by the fly Chirosia
parvicornis.

NVC: OV 27; W 5,6,8,10,12,14,21,22,24,25

Silwood Park: the second commonest of our woodland ferns, after D. dilatata. Found in more than
50% of 1ha plots. Particularly abundant in the drier, up-slope parts of Farm Wood, typically beneath
dead or dying Elms, where it out-numbers D. dilatata (the dominant fern at the wetter, bottom of the
slope). Very rare in the Chalk Plots, confined to tall heather in Plot 2 on 26 June 2007.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m?
4 2 7 16 51

East Berks: 61% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares
West Berks: Atlas 2000: all squares

Dryopteris affinis (Lowe) Fraser-Jenk. Scaly Male-fern h 7
Nephrodium affine Lowe
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Woods, including dry oak woods and damp alder woods, almost always on acid soils and in small
quantity. Occasional, absent from the northern clays and much of East Berkshire. Much less abundant
than D. filix-mas but not uncommon.

NVC: W 6,8,10,22

These are apogamous diploids or triploids derived from hybridisation between D. oreades, the non-
British D. caucasica, and at least one other ancestral diploid (Stace, 1997). New sporophytes grow
directly from gametophyte tissue without the formation of archegonia. The distributions of the 3
commonest subspecies within Berkshire have yet to be worked out.

Dryopteris affinis subsp. affinis
Aspidium distans Viv.
Lastrea pseudomas Wollaston

Shiny leaves and very densely golden-scaly petioles, lowest pinnae half as long as the longest.
Pinnules sub-truncate.

Silwood Park: a single, magnificent shuttlecock of shoots, each 105 cm long, in The Alders between
Rush Meadow and The Lake [94033 69136] on 3 June 2012. The tips of the pinules are rounded and
have a few inconspicuous teeth. The lowest pinnae (7 cm) were much less than half the length of the
longest (18 cm).

Ascot: no other records.

East Berks: scattered records from old woodland. Under-recorded.
West Berks: Gutterside Wood (det. A.C. Jermy).

Dryopteris affinis subsp. cambrensis Fraser-Jenk.

This is mainly a northern and western taxon with densely reddish-golden-scaly petioles and broadly
rounded pinnules, the lowest with a substantial rounded basal lobe overlapping the central rhachis.
The lowest pinnae is less than half as long as the longest.

Silwood Park: several plants in woodland at the western end of the Japanese Garden, probably
introduced from Cornwall in the early 1990s, have very dense ginger scales on the rhachis and
rounded pinnules.

Dryopteris affinis subsp. borreri (Newman) Fraser-Jenk.
Polystichum abbreviatum DC.

The closest taxon to D. filix-mas with scarcely shiny leaves and only moderately dense, light-golden-
scaly petioles. The lowest pinnae is more than half as long as the longest (i.e. the frond is not very
tapered). Pinnules with rounded ends with a large tooth on each shoulder, and well toothed sides. This
is much the most widespread taxon with us. Found on brickwork in towns as well as in woodland and
stream valleys.

Silwood Park: local, in the wood on the back of the dam of Silwood Lake, The Willows, Rush
Meadow, Gunness’s Thicket, Water Meadow, Farm Wood, Nash’s Copse, Observatory Ridge and in
the churchyard at Ashurst. Growing amongst D. filix-mas in the swamp at the edge of The Lake
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below Farm Road. In full sun in the middle of Rookery Slope in 2002. Out-numbered 8 to 1 by D.
filix-mas and 16 to 1 by D. dilatata in Farm Wood in May 2007.

Ascot: Swinley brick pits, with brambles under Scots pines. North of the railway at Englemere. In the
shady part of South Ascot churchyard.

East Berks: occasional in Beech Hill Coverts [7064], rare and scattered in Great Wood [7365], Great
Wood [8576], Ashley Hill [822812] and [835812], Easthampstead, Windsor Great Park, Sandhurst,
Bracknell, Finchampstead, Whitehouse Farm [707660] and Owlsmoor (in a wet ditch). 3% (1km?). In
the swamp at the eastern end of Upper Lake at the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst. Atlas 2000:
[76], [86], [87], [88], [96]

West Berks: commonest in the Kennet Valley (e.g. superb in the woods to the north of Greenham
Common [46] and [56]), but also at Wytham and Chawley Brick Pit [40], Bagley Wood [50], Folly
Wood [36], Redhill Wood and Irish Hill [46], Ash woods at RAF Welford [47], Burghfield [66],
Moor Copse [67]. Atlas 2000: [28], [29], [36], [37], [46], [47], [48], [49], [40], [56], [57], [58], [66],
[67]

Dryopteris cristata (L.) A. Gray Crested Buckler-fern h 7
Polypodium cristatum L.

One of our greatest rarities. A Red Data Book species of base poor fens, requiring full sun and
intolerant of shading by encroaching Betula pubescens. Grows with D. carthusiana and various
Sphagnum spp. close to, or underneath, Salix cinerea. The site is drying out despite the best efforts of
Ted Green to block all of the drains and hence to restore the water table to its former level.

NVC: M 25

East Berks: in Molinia bog, south of the Lower Star Post [879633], by the stream through Wishmoor
Bottom that forms the Surrey border. First found by C. P. Petch in 1968 and subsequently followed as
its population fluctuated, often close to local extinction. Always commoner on the Surrey side of the
stream until recently, but there were 3 plants on the Berkshire side in 1988 and 2 on the Berkshire
side in 1998 on peat on the sides of freshly cut dragonfly ponds. In May 2004 there were more than
10 plants on the Berkshire side in 5 locations close to the Wish Stream, just south-west of the road
bridge. Following a severe heath fire on Wishmoor Bottom at Easter 2007, there were no plants found
on the Berks side of the stream on 22 May 2007. Three willows had been cleared on the Surrey bank,
presumably to encourage the fern: there were several plants amongst willow regrowth in the southern-
most of these sites, but the other two areas were not occupied (however, there was abundant regrowth
of D. carthusiana). After a fairly lengthy search on 14 October 2007, Fred Rumsey found “one non-
sporing patch (possibly more than one individual but difficult to tell) on the vc.22 side of the stream
at [87907 63202] close to 3 young and now dead pines and not too far from the small dug-out pool.
Apart from the burnt remains of a few of the bigger shrubs and small pines you wouldn’t know that
there’d been a fire there” by October 2007. The plant was restricted to the single willow clearing on
the Surrey side of the stream on 15 May 2008 (when both sides of the whole length of the Wish
Stream were searched, following reports (erroneous as it turns out) of the plants “frequent beneath
Bog Myrtle by the Power Line”; presumably D. carthusiana had been seen)

Dryopteris carthusiana (Vill.) H.P. Fuchs Narrow Buckler-fern h 7
Polypodium carthusianum Villars

Polypodium filix-femina L. var. spinosum Weiss

Dryopteris spinulosa Kuntze



22

Damp thickets, woods, mires and heaths. Told from small D. dilatata by the pale scales on its lower
stipe, lacking a dark central stripe. Also found growing in full sun in Molinia bogs on acid peat as at
Wishmoor Bottom where it grows with D. cristata (above).

NVC: M 25, W 1,4-6

Silwood Park: locally frequent in alder woods and wet oak woodland, especially in Cascade Marsh,
Gunness’s Thicket and Rookery Copse. Also in ditches, shady stream banks and alder stumps. Much
commoner than was formerly believed. Very uncommon in the dryer, up-slope parts of Farm Wood.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m> 10,000 m>
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Ascot: growing in shade in ferruginous swamp with Carex curta and Hydrocotyle vulgaris beneath
Salix cinerea in Sunningwell Bog, east of St George’s Lane in July 2002. Very tall plants (25cm)
amongst Hypericum elodes on the edge of Englemere Pond.

East Berks: occasional in woodlands, often growing with D. dilatata, and perhaps overlooked in the
past. Blackwater, Finchampstead, Sandhurst, Wellington College, Long Moor, Bagshot, Sunninghill,
Windsor Park, near Loddon Bridge. Woods, including dry pine plantations and wet alder woods,
almost always on acid soils and in small quantity. Absent from calcareous soils except for a wood at
Kingston Lisle. Farley Hill, Earley, Heath Lake, Pond Wood, Ashley Hill, Bracknell, Great Hazes
Wood, New Lodge, Crowthorne, and in the Crown Estates woodlands at Holliday Plain [9274]. 14%
(1km?). Atlas 2000: all but [78]

West Berks: scattered, mainly in the south. Frequent in the ash woods at RAF Welford [47]. Atlas
2000: [28], [29], [381], [39], [46], [47], [49], [40], [56], [57], [66]

Dryopteris x deweveri (J.T. Jansen) Wacht. = D. carthusiana x D. dilatata h 7
Aspidium x deweveri J. Jansen

West Berks: collected by A.H.G. Alston from Bucklebury [56] in 1934 (BM).

Dryopteris dilatata (Hoffm.) A.Gray Broad Buckler-fern h 7
Polypodium dilatatum Hoffm.

Woods, thickets, shady stream banks, willowherb stands and heaths. Known by its large, triangular
fronds and stem scales with dark central stripes. The tips of the fronds are often rolled into distorted
galls by the fly Chirosia parvicornis.

NVC: OV 27; S 3,6; W 4,6,8,10,12,14-16,25

Silwood Park: our commonest woodland fern, often forming a complete carpet on the woodland floor.
Particularly abundant in the lower, damper parts of Farm Wood where it greatly outnumbers D. filix-
mas (the reverse is true at the dryer top of Farm Wood).

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m> 10,000 m?
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East Berks: frequent throughout, but no records from surprisingly many lkm squares: Wellington
College, Sandhurst, Blackwater, Finchampstead, Riseley, Long Moor, Wokingham, Bearwood,
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Earley, Bulmarsh, Coleman’s Moor, Bracknell, Easthampstead, Binfield, Windsor Park, Cranbourne
Chase, Ashley Hill, Bowsey Hill, Waltham. 27% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: widespread and common throughout, but absent from the northern clays, Lambourn
Downs and the Vale of the White Horse. Atlas 2000: all except [68], [69]

9§ Dryopteris D. cycadina, D. erythrosora , D. goldieana, D. sieboldii, D. wallichiana

BLECHNACEAE

Blechnum spicant (L.) Roth Hard-fern h 6
Osmunda spicant L.
Acrostichum spicant (L.) Willd.

Woods, heaths and golf courses, especially on ditch-sides on acid soils, and in the more shady parts of
heathland.
NVC: W 4,10,15,16

Silwood Park: local and uncommon in acid woodlands. Common in the ditch by Farm Road (1979-
2004), by the gas line through Nash’s Copse, on a dry, upturned rootball in Cascade Marsh and in the
Japanese Garden. Locally frequent in May 2002 in Wood Bank on the edge of a trench created when
a massive oak was uprooted in the storm of 16 October 1987.

Ascot: locally frequent in South Ascot Bog and on heathy parts of the southern shore of Virginia
Water.

East Berks: uncommon but locally frequent. Wokingham, Ambarrow, Sandhurst, Wellington,
Finchampstead, Swinley, ditches and banks throughout the pine plantations of Bracknell Forest,
Bagshot, Owls Moor, Wishmoor Bottom, Long Moor, Bear Wood, Easthampstead. 7% (lkmz). Atlas
2000: [76], [86], [87], [96], [97]

West Berks: local and absent from large areas. Found around Wytham [40] and along the Kennet
Valley [36-66], Mortimer, Snelsmore Common [47], Greenham Common, Burghfield, Aldermaston,
Ufton, Padworth, Wickham, but rare or absent elsewhere. Atlas 2000: [36], [46], [47], [40], [56],
[57], [50], [66], [67]

Blechnum cordatum (Desv.) Hieron. Chilean Hard-fern e ho6
Lomaria cordata Desv.

Blechnum chilense (Kaulf.) Mett.

East Berks: much planted around Virginia Water and locally naturalised on shady banks.

9 Blechnum B. penna-marina, B. tabulare

9 Woodwardia W. radicans

The National Collection of ferns is held in Valley Gardens and Savill Gardens at Virginia Water.
There are 132 species and 154 cultivars, accessible and well-labelled.
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AZOLLACEAE

Azolla filiculoides Lam. Water Fern e hyd 6
Azolla caroliniana Willd.

Our only floating fern, often colouring the whole pond surface bright red in late summer. Introduced
for ornament and escaping in the classic birds’ feet manner. Forms a tangled mat with Lemna spp.,
cutting off light and air from the body of the pond. Often found with Myosotis scorpioides and
Ranunculus sceleratus at the water’s edge. This plant has the distinction of being the first species to
be targeted for biological weed control in Britain by the sponsored release of an alien insect.
Biocontrol through the release of alien insects has a long and distinguished history in countries where
alien plants are more of a problem than they are in Britain: South Africa, Australia and the USA have
been in the biocontrol business for more than 100 years. It was not until September 2004, however,
that reared individuals of the Azolla weevil, Stenopelmus rufinasus, were released into the R.
Lambourn to control the fern. This insect is native to South Africa but has been known in Britain
since 1921, strictly restricted to Water Fern, so the first introduction of a novel alien insect for
biocontrol in Britain has yet to be undertaken.

NVC: A 1,50V 32;S23

Silwood Park: grown in four experimental water troughs in the open Polytunnel at CABI in April
2004, but not yet seen outside.

Ascot: no records.

East Berks: local and uncommon in rivers and ponds. Not in Druce. Shinfield Grange (RNG, 1966),
Leighton Park (1961), Holyport (1967). Lake at Dinton Pastures, fen drain at Holyport, Crazies Hill,
Heriots, Widbrook Common, Bray. 1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [76], [77], [87], [88], [97]

West Berks: established in and near the R. Pang in 1913, rare in ponds elsewhere. Still spreading and
steadily increasing its range. Harwell in 1960 [48], Thatcham in 1974 [56], Ladygrove Park Didcot in
1987 [59], Theale in 1983 [66], Pangbourne in 1913, Sulham in 1912 and Bradfield (LAN) in 1957
[67]. The R. Lambourn population [37] was targeted for biocontrol in 2004 (see above). Atlas 2000:
[371, [38], [48], [56], [591, [67]

GINKGOACEAE
Ginkgo biloba L. Maidenhair tree emm 5
Known as 200 million year old fossil before discovery in cultivation in east China. Dioecious with an
XX (female) and XY (male) sex chromosome system. Highly pollution tolerant and therefore an
excellent urban street tree. Superb autumn colour; purest golden yellow.
Silwood Park: commonly planted in formal areas. The plant in the pinetum by the tractor shed
survived transplanting from Ashurst Lodge when the property was sold in 1986. No known cases of

self-seeding in Berkshire.

9 Ginkgo G. biloba
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PINACEAE
Abies alba Mill. European Silver-fir emm 5

Often self-sown. Crushed foliage is not scented. Cones in true firs are held upright like candles (in
spruce, the cones hang downwards). The needles of Abies leave a neat circular scar when pulled away
from the shoot (the needles of Picea bring a “heel” of wood away with them).

East Berks: on many of the larger estates; e.g. Ascot Place, Home Park.
West Berks: Buscot, Newbury, Silchester.
Abies nordmanniana (Steven) Spach Caucasian Fir emm 5

Rarely self-sown. Fruity smell when crushed. This is the most popular Christmas tree these days,
replacing Picea abies. There are large plantations of Christmas trees on both sides of the M4
motorway on the high ground between Newbury and Reading (see pp. 90, 138).

Abies grandis (Douglas ex D.Don) Lindl. Giant Fir emm 5

An uncommon forest plantation tree, but a frequent ornamental. Highly aromatic foliage with fruity
orange flavour. The commonest self-sown Abies with us.

Ascot: occasionally naturalised in parkland, as at Sunninghill Park. Grows well, but not self-seeding
in Silwood Park. A single self-sown individual, 1.6m tall, beneath mature beech trees on the rim of
the railway cutting in Sunninghill off Truss Hill Road, west of the B3020 railway bridge [935 676] on
28 March 2013 growing with Ulex europaeus.

East Berks: locally frequent in the Crown Estates woodlands in and around Windsor Great Park.
Arborfield Court [76]. 1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [86], [87], [97]

West Berks: Grove Wood, Faringdon [29], Welford Park [47], Tubney Wood [40], Ashampstead
Common [57], Bagley Wood [50]. Atlas 2000: [29], [47], [40], [57], [50]

[Abies procera Rehder Noble Fir] e mm 5

Occasionally self-sown, but no confirmed Berkshire records. Not scented. Told from A. alba by the
needles not forming a parting along the upper surface of the twig.

9 Abies A. alba, A. amabilis, A. balsamea, A. balsamea f. hudsonia, A. balsamea ‘Nana’, A.
bracteata, A. cephalonica, A. cilicica, A. concolor, A. concolor var. lowiana, A. delavayi, A. delavayi
var. delavayi, A. durangensis var. coahuilensis, A. fargesii, A. firma, A. grandis, A. homolepis, A.
kawakamii, A. koreana, A. koreana Silberlocke’, A. lasiocarpa, A. magnifica, A. magnifica ‘Glauca’,
A. nebrodensis, A. nephrolepis, A. nordmanniana, A. nordmanniana ‘Golden Spreader’, A. numidica,
A. pindrow, A. pinsapo, A. pinsapo ‘Glauca’, A. procera, A. recurvata, A. recurvata var. ernestii, A.
religiosa, A. sachalinensis, A. sibirica, A. spectabilis, A. squamata, A. veitchii

Pseudotsuga menziesii (Mirb.) Franco Douglas Fir emm 5
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Plantations and parks, often planted in large stands and occasionally self-seeding; rare or absent on
chalk. Strong, sweet fruity resinous smell. Immediately distinguishable by its cones which have 3-
pronged tassels emerging from beneath each scale. Forms an enormous tree, vying in stature with the
biggest of the wellingtonias.

NVC: W 10

East Berks: occasional throughout; commonest in the Crown Estates woodlands. 1% (1km?). Atlas
2000: [86], [87], [97]

West Berks: generally distributed except on Lambourn Downs and in the Vale of the White Horse.
Atlas 2000: [48], [49], [40], [59]

§ Pseudotsuga P. japonica, P. macrocarpa, P. menziesii, P. menziesii ‘Glauca Pendula’, P. rehderi.
Tsuga heterophylla (Raf)) Sarg. Western Hemlock-spruce emm 5 1
Plantations and old woods where it seeds freely. One of the commonest self-sown alien conifers, with
shade tolerant seedlings capable of surviving many years on the woodland floor. A beautiful
specimen tree if allowed to let its lowest branches droop down unhindered onto a lawn, it is furnished
with leaves in an unbroken sweep from top to bottom, even in old age. Seedlings are found in
plantations, woods, hedgerows, rough grass and waste ground in towns and villages, but seldom far
from the parent tree.

Ascot: in the Crown Estates woodlands at Blane’s Allotment, Swinley Park, Whitmoor Bog, The Tip,
The Orangery, Tower Hill, Swinley, Kingsride, Woodlands Ride, Sunninghill, Brookside,

Cranbourne, South Forest, Windsor Great Park.

East Berks: regenerating in most of our conifer plantations and parklands. Locally frequent on the
firing range at Poppy Hills. 7% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [76], [86], [87], [88], [96], [97]

West Berks: Atlas 2000: [29], [36], [39], [46], [49], [40], [59], [50], [66], [67]

9§ Tsuga T. canadensis, T. canadensis ‘Abbott’s Pygmy’, T. canadensis ‘Compacta’, T. canadensis
‘Jeddeloh’, T. canadensis ‘Pendula’, T. caroliniana, T. chinensis, T. diversifolia, T. dumosa, T.
heterophylla, T. mertensiana, T. sieboldii, T. yunnanensis.

Picea glauca (Moench) Voss White Spruce emm 5

Crushed foliage smells of mice, tinged with blackcurrant or grapefruit. Occasionally planted, but not
recorded as self-seeding in Berkshire.

Picea engelmannii W. Parry ex Engelm. Engelmann Spruce emm 5

Crushed foliage smells of menthol. Occasionally planted, but not recorded as self-seeding in
Berkshire.

Picea omorika (Pancic) Purk. Serbian Spruce emm 5
Commonly planted in Windsor Great Park but rare elsewhere. Not regenerating. Foliage not scented.

Picea sitchensis (Bong.) Carriere Sitka Spruce emm 5
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An abundant forest tree, also widely planted in parkland. Occasionally self-sown, especially on rides
in conifer plantations. Foliage not scented. This is the commonest spruce with blue-green needles
with sharp points (cf. cultivars of P. pungens).

East Berks: occasional around Reading. Atlas 2000: [77], [86]

West Berks: first recorded from Bagley Wood [50] in 1927. Atlas 2000: [28], [29], [38], [39], [59],
[50]

Picea abies (L.) H. Karst. Norway Spruce emm 5

Plantations on acid soils and as single trees elsewhere. Occasionally self-sown. Foliage not scented.
This is the old-fashioned Christmas tree that dropped all of its needles on the carpet as soon as it was
brought indoors. Smaller, greener, less pointy needles than Sitka spruce. The pineapple-like galls of
Adelges abietis are common on the branch tips. Prone to “bent top”, caused by caterpillars of the
moth Dioryctria abietella.

Silwood Park: widely planted but seldom regenerating from seed. The dominant tree in Hayes Wood,
Rookery Copse, Farm Wood and Four Acre Field, conifer plantations. Scattered throughout the mixed
plantations. Locally dominant along the boundary below the churchyard at Ashurst.

East Berks: the most commonly self-sown spruce. 1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares
West Berks: Atlas 2000: all except [46], [69]

9 Picea P. abies, P. abies ‘Crippsii’, P. abies ‘Cruenta’, P. abies ‘Globosa’, P. abies ‘Little Gem’, P.
abies ‘Nidiformis’, P. alcockiana, P. asperata, P. balfouriana, P. brachytyla, P. breweriana, P.
engelmannii, P. glauca, P. glauca ‘Alberta Blue’, P. glauca var. albertiana ‘Conica’, P. glauca
‘Echiniformis’, P. glehnii, P. jezoensis, P. koyamae, P. likiangensis, P. mariana, P. mariana ‘Nana’,
P. meyeri, P. montigena, P. omorika, P. omorika ‘Pendula’, P. orientalis, P. orientalis ‘Aurea’, P.
polita, P. pungens, P. pungens ‘Fat Albert’, P. pungens ‘Globosa’, P. pungens ‘Hoopsii’, P. pungens
‘Koster’, P. purpurea, P. retroflexa, P. rubens, P. schrenkiana, P. sitchensis, P. smithiana, P.
wilsonii,

Larix decidua Mill. European Larch emm 3
In plantations, but more often as single trees; occasionally self-sown. Cone scales without recurved
tips, not at all rose-like when viewed from above. Leaves with an inconspicuous stripe beneath.
Widespread and generally distributed. White wax of Larch Adelgid Adelges laricis often conspicuous

on the needles, and the cases of the needle-miner Coleophora laricella may be found.
NVC: W 8,10

Silwood Park: planted, but not regenerating from seed. Most abundant at the south end of Hayes
wood, surrounding the Rubbish Tip, occasional in South Lodge Wood, Cannon Path and Mann’s
Copse.

East Berks: self-sown in 4% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: Atlas 2000: all except [46], [68]
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Larix x marschlinsii Coaz Hybrid Larch = L. decidua x L. kaempferi emm 3
Larix x hybrida Farquhar ex Rehder, non Schroeder

Larix x eurolepis A. Henry, nom. illegit.

Larix x henryana Rehder

This is the common larch of commercial forestry. Cones ovoid, much longer than wide. A bit rose-
like when viewed from above. Leaves with a more conspicuous stripe beneath.

East Berks: self-sown in 1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [86], [87], [97]
West Berks: Coxwell [29], Upton [58], etc. Atlas 2000: [28], [29], [38], [58], [59]

Larix kaempferi (Lindl.) Carriére Japanese Larch emm 3
Larix leptolepis (Siebold and Zucc.) Endl.

Planted and sometimes self-sown. Cones sub-globose, less than 1.25 times as long as wide. Cone
scales with recurved tips, so the cone is rose-like when viewed from above. Leaves with a more
conspicuous stripe beneath.

East Berks: the least commonly self-sown of the three larches with us. Surrells Wood and Charity
Wood [8173]. <1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [76], [87], [88]

West Berks: Coxwell [29], Buckland Warren [39], Frilford Heath [49]. Atlas 2000: [29], [38], [39],
[49], [50]

4| Larix L. decidua ‘Pendula’, L. decidua ‘Poulii’, L. gmelinii, L. griffithii, L. kaempferi, L. kaempferi
‘Nana Prostrata’, L. kaempferi ‘Pendula’, L. laricina, L. X marschlinsii, L. occidentalis, L. X pendula
‘Pendulina’, L. potaninii, L. sibirica, L. sieboldii

4| Pseudolarix P. amabilis , P. crassifolius, P. ‘Cyril Watson’ , P. ferox, P. laetus, P. lessonii ‘Gold
Splash’, P. ‘Linearifolius’, P. ‘Purpureus’

Cedrus libani A. Rich. Cedar-of-Lebanon emm 5

The classic specimen tree of Berkshire estates and country houses. A specimen in Fort Belvedere
planted in 1760 was 33.5m tall and 5.7m in girth in 1968. The biggest heronry serving East Berkshire
is in the cedars in Fort Belvedere, just over the border in Surrey. None of the cedars is know to self-
seed in Berkshire. The three cedars are easily told apart from a great distance by the way they hold
their shoot tips: either level, ascending or drooping. L is for level is for Lebanon.

Silwood Park: two superb specimens, presumably planted on the same day c. 1800, between the Lily
Pond and the Croquet Lawn. The eastern tree is roughly 3 times the bulk of the western individual
and is slowly falling apart (it began to shed limbs in 1980), but miraculously survived the great storms
of October 1987 and January 1990 unscathed. Another fine tree is in Shenstone Park, where the Blue
Star had stood. Seedlings have never been found.

East Berks: there is a particularly good specimen at Winkfield Church.

West Berks: fine trees can be seen in parkland at Buckland [3498], Hamstead Marshall [4165] and
Wickham [3971].
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Cedrus deodara (Roxb. ex D. Don) G. Don Deodar emm 5
Drooping shoot tips; D is for Deodar. Does not self-sow with us.

Silwood Park: a specimen in Tittenhurst Park was 29m x 3.9m in 1968. Several big trees in Silwood,
including the conspicuous individual at the Heath end of East Block, and the beautiful young tree in
the lawn by the Squash Court. The plant died suddenly in its prime, failing to open any new needles
in May 2007.

East Berks: fine specimens on the village green at Hurley.
Cedrus atlantica (Endl.) Carriere Atlas Cedar emm 5

Silwood Park: the largest cedars in Silwood, in a group of 3 by the main drive. Ascending shoot tips;
A is for Atlas. Almost all the Atlas cedars are C. atlantica ‘Glauca’. The very rare pendulous form
grows on John Lennon’s former estate at Tittenhurst (across the road from Silwood Park). Not self-
seeding.

9 Cedrus C. deodara, C. deodara ‘Aurea’, C. deodara ‘Aurea Pendula’, C. libani, C. libani subsp.
atlantica, C. libani subsp. atlantica Glauca, C. libani subsp. brevifolia, C. libani subsp. libani, C.
libani subsp. libani ‘Comte de Dijon’,

Pinus sylvestris L. Scots Pine e mm 5

Dry heathy woods, native in Scotland but widely planted and thoroughly naturalised in Berkshire.
Locally abundant in extensive plantations in the south and east of the county. Frequent on acid soils in
south-east Berkshire (especially on the Bagshot Sands), occasional in woods and plantations on the
chalk, but rare on the northern clays. An outstandingly beautiful tree in maturity with its angular,
spreading canopy and flaky salmon pink bark which all but glows in the low winter sunlight. The
needles are bluish green (not grass-green as in P. radiata or P. contorta, or dark green as in P. nigra).
Regenerating freely by seed and often a pest on heathland nature reserves, where its saplings need to
be pulled up every 5 years or so. White waxy growths of the adelgid Pineus pini are sometimes
conspicuous on the needles; sawfly caterpillars on this year’s needles are likely to be Diprion pini and
on last year’s Neodiprion sertifer; Pine Looper Moth Bupalus piniaria caterpillars hang from the
foliage on long silken threads, while more cryptic species like the Pine Shoot Moth Rhyacionia
buoliana are stem miners. Hylobius abietis, the Pine weevil, is common on young pines in spring,
eating off the bark in spirals. Resin galls of the moth Petrova resinella can be found on young shoots.
NVC:H2; M 16; W 4,6,10,14-16

Silwood Park: one of the most conspicuous features of the Parkland, typically under-planted with
rhododendrons. The largest individual (311cm bhg in 1979) was felled along with the rest of Garden
Wood for the construction of the Biology buildings in 1987. Many more pines were blown down in
the January 1990 storm than were lost in October 1987.

East Berks: a characteristic landscape feature over the whole of the acid sands from Finchampstead to
Windsor Park and Bagshot. Specimen trees are planted in all the large estates, even on the chalk as at
Park Place, Bisham Wood, Ashley Hill, Stubbing’s Heath, Earley, Bearwood. Growing in standing
water in the marginal swamp at Englemere Pond. Regenerating freely on the abandoned trackbed of
Platform 4 at Ascot Station (Plate 16). 39% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares.
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West Berks: there are intrusive and brooding pine plantations at Gainfield and Buckland Warren [39].
Atlas 2000: all squares

Pinus nigra J.F. Arnold emm 5
Pinus nigra subsp. nigra Austrian Pine
Pinus laricio Savi subsp. nigricans (Host) Arcang.

Large, gaunt, dark specimen trees often used in boundary plantings and as shelter belts. Crown with
long, spreading side branches, and short, stiff needles (8-12cm). Upper branches dark grey (not
salmon pink as in P. sylvestris), and needles dark green (not blue-green P. sylvestris or grass-green as
in P. radiata). Self-sown in willowherb, bramble and other dense cover, as well as in woodland
clearings and on tracksides.

NVC: OV 27; W 10

Silwood Park: common in the boundary between Ashurst Orchard and the churchyard (263cm bhg in
1979). The largest (355cm bhg in 1979) was in the wood at Ashurst. Common in South Lodge Wood
and along Buckhurst Road. Not self-seeding.

East Berks: 3% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares.

West Berks: widespread and generally distributed. Extensively used for shelterbelts on the bleak
chalk downs above Letcombe Bassett [3785]. Plantations at Gainfield [39]. Locally abundant along
stretches of the ancient drovers road of The Fair Mile [5583]. Atlas 2000: all except [46], [47]

Pinus nigra subsp. laricio Maire Corsican Pine emm 5
Crown columnar with short side branches, and longer (10-18cm) flexible (not brittle) needles. Much
less commonly planted than Austrian Pine as an ornamental, but an occasional forest crop on sandy
soils. No records of natural regeneration in Berkshire.

Silwood Park: a large tree, planted in 1979 by Ted Green in the same hole as Pseudotsuga menziesii
(a curious example of conifer bundle planting) on the corner of the road between Southwood Hall and
the Jiff Greenhouses.

Pinus contorta Douglas ex Loudon Lodgepole Pine emm 5
The common pine of commercial plantations. Easily recognised by its dark, grass-green (not blue-
green) needles in groups of 2 (not 3), and cone scales with a sharp, hooked prickle. Not self-sowing

with us.

Silwood Park: one of the commonest planted pines (e.g. by the Buckhurst road entrance), but not
self-sowing.

East Berks: scattered throughout.
West Berks: Frilford [49]
Pinus pinaster Aiton Maritime Pine emm 5

Planted occasionally in groups throughout the Crown Estates. Occasionally self-sown. Host to a
number of rare fungi, most notably the Mediterranean alien Pisolithus arhizus (see p. 1271).
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East Berks: self-sown in conifer plantations on Bagshot Heath. Also in Whiteknights Park.
West Berks: Frilford [4497], Tilehurst [6874].

Pinus radiata D. Don Monterey Pine emm 5
Pinus insignis Douglas ex Loudon

Known at once by its bright, grass-green foliage. Closer up, you will notice that the needles are in
bundles of 3 (it is the only common 3-needled pine in Berkshire; the others are all either 2- or 5-
needled). Much planted as a shelter belt, but not self-sown with us. Generally distributed.

Silwood Park: a conspicuous mature plantation in the far corner of Nursery Field (most blown down
in the storm of January 1990), and a successful screening tree for the appalling William Penney Halls,
but not regenerating.

East Berks: self-sown on the campus at Whiteknights Park.

West Berks: Inholmes [3373] in 1964, Hinton Waldrist [3799], Greathouse Wood [5973], Bagley
Wood [5002] in 1926.

Pinus strobus L. Weymouth Pine emm 5

A gaunt, open tree with banana shaped cones and needles in groups of 5. Occasionally self-sown.
Widely distributed, but commoner on the acid sands than on the chalk or the clay. Prone to Blister
Rust Cronartium ribicola, a fungus that has currants Ribes spp as its alternate host.

Silwood Park: the commonest 5-needled pine, regenerating in Garden Wood. Most of the largest trees
(up to 148cm bhg) blew down in the great storms of October 1987 and January 1990. The elegant,
gnarled tree overhanging The Tip snapped at 2m in July 2003 and fell into the nettles.

East Berks: Farley Hill, Easthampstead Park, Whiteknights Park, Wellington College (all 1967). Not
self-seeding as far as I can tell.

West Berks: Inholmes [3373], Hinton Waldrist [3799], Greathouse Wood [5973], Bagley Wood
[5002] all 1967. All planted, I suspect.

Pinus wallichiana A.B. Jack. Bhutan Pine emm 5
Pinus chylla Lodd. nom. nud.

Specimen trees with pendulous needles in groups of 5. Cones rather larger than in P. strobus, with
tips of cone scales distinctly thickened, and a much more elegant canopy with longer needles.

East Berks: Whiteknights Park (1970)

West Berks: regenerating at Pusey [39] in 1963, Welford [47], Ashampstead Common [57], Bagley
Wood [50] in 1921.

9 Pinus
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The pinetum by the southern (original main) gate into Silwood Park was laid out in 1981 amongst
mature conifers including Cupressus glabra, Thuja plicata and Chamaecyparis nootkatensis. The first
pines to be planted were P. coulteri (which did well) and P. muricata, P. rigida, P. jeffreyi and P.
ponderosa (which grew only moderately well and produced rather scrawny trees by 2006). In the
Croquet Lawn heather bed, P. taeda grew very well and P. flexilis moderately well. The P. monticola
by the tractor shed grew quickly, then suddenly dropped down dead in 19??.

P. albicaulis, P. aristata ‘Cecilia’, P. armandii, P. attenuata, P. ayacahuite, P. ayacahuite var.
veitchii, P. balfouriana, P. banksiana, P. bhutanica, P. bungeana, P. canariensis, P. cembra, P.
cembra ‘Compacta Glauca’, P. cembra ‘Stricta’, P. cembroides, P. cembroides var. edulis, P.
contorta, P. coulteri, P. densata, P. densiflora, P. densiflora ‘Oculus Draconis’, P. edulis, P.
engelmannii, P. flexilis, P. gerardiana, P. gordoniana, P. greggii, P. halepensis, P. halepensis subsp.
brutia, P. hartwegii, P. heldreichii var. leucodermis, P. heldreichii var. leucodermis ‘Aureospicata’,
P. heldreichii ‘Schmidtii’, P. X holfordiana, P. X hunnewellii, P. jeffreyi, P. koraiensis, P.
kwangtungensis, P. lambertiana, P. monophylla, P. montezumae, P. monticola, P. mugo, P. mugo
‘Gnom’, P. mugo ‘Mops’, P. muricata, P. nigra, P. nigra subsp. laricio, P. nigra subsp. laricio
‘Moseri’, P. nigra subsp. nigra, P. nigra subsp. nigra ‘Strypemonde’, P. palustris, P. parviflora, P.
patula, P. peuce, P. pinaster, P. pinea, P. ponderosa, P. pseudostrobus, P. pumila, P. pumila
‘Glauca’, P. pungens ‘Glauca’, P. radiata, P. resinosa, P. rigida, P. roxburghii, P. rudis, P.
sabineana, P. strobiformis, P. strobus, P. strobus ‘Prostrata’, P. strobus ‘Radiata’, P. sylvestris
‘Aurea’, P. sylvestris ‘Beuvronensis’, P. sylvestris ‘Fastigiata’, P. sylvestris ‘Watereri’, P. sylvestris
‘Westonbirt’, P. tabuliformis, P. tabuliformis var. mukdensis, P. taeda, P. taiwanensis, P. thunbergii,
P. virginiana, P. wallichiana, P. yunnanensis.

PODOCARPACEAE
4 Podocarpus P. macrophyllus, P. nivalis, P. nubigenus, P. salignus, P. totara
9§ Prumnopitys P. andina

94| Saxegothaea S. conspicua

CUPRESSACEAE
X Cupressocyparis leylandii (A.B. Jack. & Dallim.) Dallim. Leyland Cypress emm 6

This is the scourge of suburbia, and the cause of countless disputes between neighbours. Far too
vigorous for use as a hedging plant in small gardens, growing at over 1m per year. Can make a
magnificent specimen tree when free grown especially in one of its coloured forms like ‘Haggerston
Grey’ (blue) or ‘Castlewellan’ (golden). The foliage is unscented.

Silwood Park: the trees planted on the Science Park in 1988 were 15m tall by 2000; they were felled
by contractors in spring 2005 without consultation. The shelterbelt between the Header House
greenhouses and the student residences (planted in the early 1980s to screen the construction of
Southwood Halls from the Manor House, 8 years or so before the CABI library was built and
completely blocked the view) was cut down in spring 2000 at the student’s behest, because the trees
were so tall (> 20m) that they were taking all the light. A fascinating seed bank flora sprang up in late
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summer 2000 on the bare ground where the cypresses had been growing (see Verbascum virgatum,
Datura stramonium, Solanum nigrum).

East Berks: planted in towns throughout, but not self-sown.
West Berks: towns and villages throughout. Atlas 2000: [40]

9§ X Cupressocyparis X C. leylandii ‘Castlewellan’, ‘Haggerston Grey’, ‘Robinson’s Gold’. X C.
notabilis, X C. ovensii

Cupressus macrocarpa Hartw. ex Gordon Monterey Cypress e mm 6

An occasional road-side specimen tree and sometimes planted as hedging, especially in golden-
foliaged forms like ‘Goldcrest’. Crushed foliage is fragrant of lemon. Not self-seeding.

. arizonica var. arizonica . arizonica var. glabra ica’, C. arizonica
Cupressus C. ar , C ar. glabra ‘Conica’, C
idali . lusitanica, C. macrocarpa, C. macrocarpa ippsii . macrocarpa
‘Pyramidalis’, C. lusit , C , C ‘Crippsii’, C ‘Donard
. macrocarpa . sempervirens i . sempervirens 1 .
Gold’, C ‘Goldcrest’, C ‘Green Spire’, C. ‘Stricta’, C
sempervirens ‘Swane’s Gold’, C. torulosa ‘Cashmeriana’

Chamaecyparis nootkatensis (Lamb.) Spach Nootka Cypress e mm 6

This is a huge, pyramidal tree at maturity, with beautiful pendulous foliage, hanging in long curtains
from down-swept branches. Uncommon in plantations and on larger estates. Crushed foliage has a
heavy, oily unpleasant smell.

Silwood Park: the most conspicuous conifers in the pinetum. Three ‘Pendula’ cultivars were planted
by the main drive through the Science Park in 1988 and were well-formed by 2004. Not self-seeding
in Silwood.

Chamaecyparis lawsoniana (A. Murray bis) Parl. Lawson’s Cypress emm 6 T
Cupressus lawsoniana A. Murray

A common hedging plant in towns and villages. Fruiting freely and producing abundant seedlings.
Crushed foliage has a resinous parsley-like smell (not fruit cake, as with Thuja plicata). Also seeding
freely in acid woodlands near experimental plantations, with moderately shade tolerant seedlings.
Commonly self-sown in gardens on the Bagshot sands, and on walls and waste ground, often a long
way from parent trees. Regeneration is hastened by exclusion of rabbits.

Silwood Park: the commonest self-sown cypress, with densities as high as 1 per 10m” in Garden
Wood and along the Cannon Path. Ashurst Warren, Silwood Farm, Rookery Slope, Ashurst Path,
Tennis Court, The Heath. The dense thicket of self-sown trees in South Lodge Wood behind the
Tennis Court [9455 6844] was felled, aged 35 years, in November 2004 to provide fuel for the
student’s Guy Fawkes bonfire. The area was fenced against deer and rabbits and planted with species
Rhododendrons and Silwood-grown native trees over the winter of 2004-05. By the third growing
season, seedlings were abundant throughout the fenced area on 4 June 2007. The massive hedge
planted to separate Ashurst from the Orchard after the properties were separated in 1988 was topped
(at their expense) in 2005 and the corner by Four Acre Field was cut back to the mesh fence on 21
October 2007 to free-up the young oak from encroaching branches. The abundant yellow-leaved
plants around the Reactor Road are ‘Winston Churchill’, which are told from the other common
golden cultivars by their pointed (not domed) top and irregular shoot angles.
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Ascot: commonly self sown at Frognall [940681] in September 2005 in both sun and shade.

East Berks: widespread and generally distributed; commonly self-sown, as at Simon’s Wood (NT),
Finchampstead, in built-up areas like Whitley [7270], and by the R. Thames in Maidenhead [9081].
6% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all except [87]

West Berks: self-sown on urban waste ground at New Hinksey [50], and potentially invasive of
heathland, as at Inkpen Common [36]. Atlas 2000: all except [47], [57], [58], [69]

Chamaecyparis pisifera (Siebold and Zucc.) Siebold and Zucc. Sawara Cypress emm 6
Retinispora pisifera Siebold and Zucc.

Crushed foliage has an acrid resinous smell (not fruity).
Silwood Park: seedlings by the Tennis Court in 1999.

9§ Chamaecyparis C. lawsoniana, C. lawsoniana cultivars including ‘Alumii’, ‘Aurea Densa’,
‘Chilworth Silver’, ‘Columnaris’, ‘Darleyensis’, ‘Ellwoodii’, ‘Ellwood’s Gold’, ‘Ellwood’s Gold
Pillar’, ‘Erecta Argenteovariegata’, ‘Erecta Aurea’, ‘Erecta Filiformis’, ‘Fletcheri’, ‘Grayswood
Feather’, ‘Grayswood Pillar’, ‘Green Hedger’, ‘Intertexta’, ‘Kilmacurragh’, ‘Lane’, ‘Lutea’, ‘Merrist
Wood’, ‘Minima Aurea’, ‘Minima Glauca’, ‘Pelt’s Blue’, ‘Pembury Blue’, ‘Pottenii’, ‘Pygmaea
Argentea’, ‘Stardust’, ‘Stewartii’, ‘Stewartii Erecta’, ‘Triomf van Boskoop’, ‘Watereri’,
‘Westermannii’, ‘White Spot’, ‘William Churchill’, ‘Wisselii’, C. nootkatensis, C. nootkatensis
‘Pendula’, C. obtusa ‘Aurea’, C. obtusa ‘Aurora’, C. obtusa ‘Autumn Gold’, C. obtusa ‘Contorta’, C.
obtusa ‘Crippsii’, C. obtusa ‘Ericoides’, C. obtusa ‘Nana’, C. obtusa ‘Nana Aurea’, C. obtusa ‘Nana
Gracilis®, C. pisifera, C. pisifera ‘Boulevard’, C. pisifera ‘Filifera Aurea’, C. pisifera ‘Golden Mop’,
C. pisifera ‘Plumosa Aurea’, C. pisifera ‘Squarrosa’, C. pisifera ‘Squarrosa Lutea’, C. thyoides, C.
thyoides ‘Andelyensis’, C. thyoides ‘Andelyensis Nana’, C. thyoides ‘Ericoides’.

Thuja plicata Donn ex D. Don Western Red-cedar emm5 T

Common in plantations and as a specimen tree in estates and larger gardens. Crushed leaves smell
deliciously of fruit cake (cf. the bitter parsley smell of Chamaecyparis lawsoniana). Self-seeding in
conifer plantations on the Bagshot sands. Seedlings occasionally found on waste ground in towns.

Silwood Park: shapely specimen trees by the Machinery Centre and on the Science Park with
seedlings found occasionally as at Ashurst Warren, Tennis Court, Drive Lawns, William Penney and
Heronsbrook.

Ascot: two seedlings in a derelict garden on Sunninghill High Street, growing with Conyza
sumatrensis and Persicaria maculosa on 13 October 2005. A seedling beneath the wall of the car park
at Ascot Station on 28 October 2009.

East Berks: uncommon as self-sown plants but generally distributed. Widespread as a specimen tree
in gardens. Locally abundant in the Crown Estates woodlands as in [9373]. Self-sown on stonework
by the R. Thames in Maidenhead [9081] in 2002. In Moore Copse [7466] with other evergreens
planted for pheasant cover. 6% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares.

West Berks: widespread but scattered, least common on the chalk. Self-sown in damp shade at
Faringdon church [2995] in 2002. There is a big, and floristically very dull, plantation above the
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railway to the north-west of Pangbourne [620770] where massive lianas of Clematis vitalba grow up
through the coniferous murk into the sunshine above. Atlas 2000: [28], [29], [38], [46], [49], [40],
[56], [571, [59], [501, [66], [67]

9 Thuja T. koraiensis, T. occidentalis, T. occidentalis ‘Cloth of Gold’, T. occidentalis ‘Danica’, T.
occidentalis ‘Holmstrup’, T. occidentalis ‘Little Gem’, T. occidentalis ‘Lutea Nana’, T. occidentalis
‘Rheingold’, T. occidentalis ‘Smaragd’ (the last two both badly damaged at the base by rabbits), 7.
orientalis, T. orientalis ‘Aurea Nana’, T. orientalis ‘Elegantissima’, T. orientalis ‘Filiformis Erecta’,
T. orientalis ‘Semperaurea’, T. plicata, T. plicata ‘Atrovirens’, T. plicata ‘Aurea’, T. plicata
‘Fastigiata’, 7. plicata ‘Irish Gold’, T. plicata ‘Semperaurescens’, T. plicata ‘Stoncham Gold’, T.
plicata ‘Zebrina’, T. standishii

9 Thujopsis 7. dolabrata and vars ‘Aurea’, ‘Nana’, ‘Variegata’
9 Microbiota M. decussata

Juniperus communis L. mm 5 {
Juniperus communis subsp. communis Common Juniper

Grassy chalk downs and hawthorn scrub. Once locally common, now much declined. Turner (1664)
wrote “it grows much upon the hills and woody grounds in Berkshire”. Nowadays, however,
recruitment failure is common, even on nature reserves managed for the encouragement of Juniper.
NVC: CG2; W2l

East Berks: extinct as a native plant. Occasionally in Bisham Wood, and between Henley and
Pinkneys Green. Gone from these sites by 1968. Much decreased generally as a result of the twin
evils of scrub encroachment and destruction of chalk grassland for arable agriculture. Atlas 2000:
none

West Berks: in Victorian times, it was occasional all the way along the chalk ridge from Streatley to
Lambourn. Now much declined, but still to be found in scattered locations along the Ridgeway as at
Chilton [48], east of Hermitage, Aldworth Church and Applepie Hill [57], Aston Upthorpe Downs
[544835], Ridgeway [5282], Lowbury Hill, Oven Bottom, Moulsford Downs, Streatley Warren,
Streatley Hill and Blewbury chalk pit [all 58]. Apparently extinct at Weston [37], Letcombe [38],
Ashampstead [57], Basildon and Pangbourne [67]. Atlas 2000: [48], [40], [57], [58], [50], [67]

9 Juniperus J. chinensis, J. chinensis ‘Aurea’, J. chinensis ‘Blaauw’, J. chinensis ‘Kaizuka’, J.
chinensis ‘Obelisk’, J. chinensis ‘Plumosa Aurea’, J. chinensis ‘Pyramidalis’, J. communis
‘Compressa’, J. communis ‘Green Carpet’, J. communis ‘Hibernica’, J. communis ‘Hornibrookii’, J.
communis ‘Repanda’, J. communis ‘Windsor Gem’, J. conferta, J. deppeana var. pachyphlaea, J.
drupacea, J. excelsa var. polycarpos, J. horizontalis, J. horizontalis ‘Blue Pygmy’, J. horizontalis
‘Emerald Spreader’, J. horizontalis ‘Plumosa’, J. horizontalis ‘Wiltonii’, J. X pfitzeriana ‘Old Gold’,
J. X pfitzeriana ‘Pfitzeriana’, J. X pfitzeriana ‘Pfitzeriana Compacta’, J. procera, J. procumbens
‘Nana’, J. recurva ‘Densa’, J. rigida, J. sabina, J. sargentii, J. scopulorum ‘Blue Heaven’, J.
scopulorum ‘Repens’, J. scopulorum ‘Skyrocket’, J. squamata ‘Blue Carpet’, J. squamata ‘Blue
Star’, J. squamata ‘Holger’, J. virginiana ‘Grey OwWl’, J. virginiana ‘Sulphur Spray’, J. wallichiana

9| Athrotaxis A. cupressoides, A. x laxifolia, A. selaginoides

9| Calocedrus C. decurrens, C. decurrens ‘Depressa’
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ARAUCARIACEAE

Araucaria araucana (Molina) K. Koch Monkey-puzzie emm 5
Araucaria imbricata Pavon

Much planted ornamental in plantations and parkland, but seldom self-seeding.

Silwood Park: the giant tree by the Tennis Court produces viable seed from time to time. The two
young plants, sentinel (but rather embarrassed looking) at the end of the Tennis Court, were nurtured
from seed by head gardener Colin Merryman, potted up, then planted out when they were 2 years old.

West Berks: Buckland Warren [39], Ashampstead Common [57] and Bagley Wood [50]. Two huge
trees on the top of the hill at Midgham Church [5567], overlooking the Kennet Valley.

4 Araucaria A. araucana, A. heterophylla

CEPHALOTAXACEAE

4| Cephalotaxus C. fortunei, C. harringtonia var. drupacea

TAXACEAE
Taxus baccata L. Yew mm 3

Oak and beech woods, especially on the chalk. Bird-sown seedlings crop up in gardens, on old brick
walls and waste places. Probably planted in other situations like hedgerows. Many of the trees in
churchyards are of great antiquity, some of them dating from pre-Christian, pagan shrines. Unlike
other conifers, Yew gives no resin, and has single sexed (dioecious) trees, with the females producing
fleshy fruited seeds (arils). The Irish Yew, var. ‘Fastigiata’, has vertically-held branches and is
common in churchyards. Galls like miniature artichokes on the tips of the shoots are caused by Yew
Gall Midge Taxomyia taxi.

NVC: OV 41,42; W 8,10,12-15,21

Silwood Park: common in all the woodlands, but regenerating only sparingly (as along the Cannon
Path). Seedlings are more common on brickwork and waste ground. The magnificent specimen
between the Manor and the Clock Tower was 182cm bhg in 1979. The enormous old tree next to the
Church at Ashurst is held together by a massive iron band, 2m off the ground; it is said to be more
than 1,000 years old and to pre-date the Norman church. The lowest large branch, just above the iron
ring, fell off in February 2013. Big old trees on top of the hill in Farm Wood, above The Lake, mark
the outline of the former garden of the original mansion at Eastmore.

East Berks: widespread and generally distributed (at least one plant in every churchyard). Best at
Park Place and Bisham on the chalk; Hurst, Culham Court, Ruscombe churchyard. Rare in ancient
woodland at Billingbear [8272]. Uncommon on the Bagshot sands, but found at Caesar’s Camp and
Bearwood. 44% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares.
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West Berks: widespread , but commonest on the eastern chalk. Undoubtedly wild in the
neighbourhood of Aldworth [57]. Irish Yew, var. ‘Fastigiata’, is abundant in the churchyard at Sutton
Courtenay [59]. Atlas 2000: all squares

9 Taxus 7. baccata ‘Adpressa Variegata’, T. baccata ‘Dovastoniana’, T. baccata ‘Dovastonii Aurea’,
T. baccata ‘Fastigiata Aureomarginata’, 7. baccata ‘Fastigiata’ (= ‘Hibernica’), T. baccata

‘Repandens’, T. baccata ‘Repens Aurea’, T. baccata ‘Semperaurea’, T. baccata ‘Standishii’, T.
brevifolia, T. cuspidata, T. X media ‘Hicksii’

TAXODIACEAE
Cryptomeria japonica (L.f.) D. Don Japanese Red-cedar emm 5

An uncommon specimen tree in Berkshire, but the cultivar ‘Elegans’ is common; it looks nothing at
all like proper C. japonica (more like a bronzy ornamental juniper). Not self-seeding.

West Berks: in Bagley Wood [50] in 1977, no doubt planted.

9| Cryptomeria C. japonica ‘Bandai-sugi’, ‘Elegans’, ‘Elegans Compacta’, ‘Littleworth Gnom’

9 Cunninghamia C. lanceolata

9 Metasequoia M. glyptostroboides

Taxodium distichum (L.) Rich. Swamp Cypress emm 5
A massive deciduous conifer often planted near water, and developing ‘woody knees’
(pneumatophores) at ground level. Told from the superficially similar Metasequoia glyptostroboides
by its apparently alternate (not opposite) leaves and leaflets. Always planted in Berkshire and not self-

seeding.

East Berks: a grand avenue of tall trees lines the Thames Path at Maidenhead Court [906836],
opposite the beautifully planted hanging woodlands of Cliveden.

9 Taxodium 7. distichum, T. distichum var. imbricatum ‘Nutans’

Sequoia sempervirens (D. Don) Endl. Coastal Redwood emm 5
Taxodium sempervirens D. Don

Much less widely planted than wellingtonia, but sometimes (unlike that species) producing seedlings.

Silwood Park: rare, but very fast-growing; the specimen by the Tennis Court was planted in 1988, yet
was 15m tall by 2000. No seedlings recorded.

East Berks: the best population is the grove of mature trees on the roundabout where the A308 road
comes close to the Long Walk below Windsor Castle [968756]. Bearwood, Whiteknights, Old
Windsor, etc. A specimen in Windsor Great Park was 37m x 5.6m in 1968. Occasional throughout the
Crown Estates woodlands, but no seedlings recorded. <1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [76], [77], [97]
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West Berks: planted in ornamental woodlands, and occasionally seeding as at Buckland [39], Tubney
[49], Aldermaston Park [56] and Bagley Woods [50]. Atlas 2000: [50]

Sequoiadendron giganteum (Lindl.) Buchholz Wellingtonia emm 5

These trees form some of our most outstanding landscape features, often visible from miles away.
Grows best on acid sandy soils, but by no means confined to them. There were several mass-plantings
in the late nineteenth century, most notably by John Walter, proprietor of The Times newspaper, at
Wellingtonia Avenue in Crowthorne [86], where a double avenue of trees lines the dead straight road,
all the way from Wellington College up onto Finchampstead Ridges (see p.185). Wellingtonia trunks
are remarkably strong and resilient in high winds. For example, none were blown over or snapped
during the great storms of October 1987 or January 1990. Not self-seeding with us.

Silwood Park: several young trees planted behind the Japanese Garden, but just one giant mature tree
in South Lodge Wood. No regeneration.

Ascot: planted all around Buckhurst Park, along Mill Lane and Buckhurst Road at c¢. 20m spacing;
some have died and gone, but most of them are very uniform in size. These trees are as big as any in
the vicinity. Avenues (once grand approaches to the races, but now suburbia) on the western edge of
Ascot Racecourse. A specimen in Tittenhurst Park was 38.4m x 6.0m in 1968.

East Berks: planted at Wellington College, Finchampstead, Highlands near Spencer’s Wood,
Whiteknights Park, Knowl Hill Church, Holyport, Park Wood Bisham. Very fine at Forest Farm,
Cranbourne. Good avenues between Shaw Farm and Frogmore.

West Berks: particularly fine in Buckland Park [39], Hamstead Park and Benham Park [46], Marcham
[49], Besselsleigh [40], Ashampstead Common [57], and Burghfield [66]. High up on the remote
downs at Brightwalton [47].

4| Sciadopitys S. verticillata

The National Collection of Dwarf Conifers is housed in the Heather Garden at Valley Gardens above

Virginia Water. It comprises 342 species in various genera and an amazing 2,480 cultivars.
WINTERACEAE

Possessed of more archaic features than any other extant plant family.

4 Drimys D. lanceolata, D. winteri

4 Pseudowintera P. colorata

MAGNOLIACEAE

The National Collection of Magnolia is in Savill and Valley Gardens at Virginia Water and has 34
species and 310 cultivars. Silwood’s collection of 31 cultivars is modest by comparison:
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9 Magnolia M. acuminata, M. ‘Betty’, M. campbellii, M. campbellii ‘Charles Raffill’, M. denudata,
M. ‘Elizabeth’, M. ‘Galaxy’, M. ‘George Henry Kern’, M. grandifiora, M. grandiflora ‘Exmouth’, M.
grandiflora ‘Goliath’, M. ‘Heaven Scent’, M. hypoleuca, M. ‘lolanthe’, M. ‘Jane’, M. X kewensis
‘Wada’s Memory’, M. kobus, M. liliiflora ‘Nigra’, M. X loebneri ‘Leonard Messel’, M. X loebneri
‘Merrill’, M. salicifolia, M. sargentiana var. robusta, M. sieboldii, M. sieboldii subsp. sinensis, M. X
soulangeana, M. X soulangeana ‘Alba’, M. X soulangeana ‘Brozzonii’, M. X soulangeana ‘Lennei’,
M. X soulangeana ‘Rustica Rubra’, M. stellata, M. ‘Susan’, M. wilsonii

Liriodendron tulipifera L. Tulip Tree emm 5
Ascot: very local and rare. Seedlings coming up abundantly on wooded waste ground in North Ascot
[9169] close to the parent tree. Sadly, this site is destined to be destroyed for the construction of
‘luxury homes’ in Kennel Green Park in 2002.

9 Liriodendron L. chinense, L. tulipifera , L. tulipifera ‘ Aureomarginatum’, L. tulipifera ‘Aureum’,
L. tulipifera ‘Crispum’, L. tulipifera ‘Fastigiatum’

LAURACEAE
Laurus nobilis L. Bay emm 5
Much grown by back doors as a source of culinary bay leaves. Also common as a specimen in pots on
terraces and occasionally in wilder situations in shrubberies. Rarely clipped as a hedge. Seldom self-

sown.

Silwood Park: a massive plant on waste ground near Sunninghill crossroads on the site of a former
garden (1979-2004).

9 Lindera L. benzoin, L. erythrocarpa, L. megaphylla, L. obtusiloba
9 Sassafras S. albidum

9 Umbellularia U. californica Headache Tree

CALYCANTHACEAE

9 Chimonanthus C. praecox Wintersweet

ARISTOLOCHIACEAE
Asarum europaeum L. Asarabacca egrh 5
An ancient introduction in woods and shady places, now extinct.

East Berks: by the roadside from Henley to Maidenhead (Abbot, 1802), but this record was never
confirmed.
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West Berks: three old records from [57] but no recent sightings. At The Homestead, Hawkridge
[5472] (OXF) in 1915, Frilsham [5373] in 1915 (RNG), and in a wood at Yattendon [5474] in 1912
(OXF).

Aristolochia clematitis L. Birthwort e grh 6

An ancient introduction, used as an aid to parturition (hence the English name) and often associated
with ancient ruins.

East Berks: unconfirmed records from Reading ‘monastery’ (1650) and a hedge near Windsor (1805).

West Berks: long-known from Godstow Nunnery [483090] where the population has been monitored
by the Ashmolean Rare Plants Group since 1997. It flowers every year, and while flower numbers
vary considerably (there were 70 on 18 June 2006), there are about 150 non-flowering shoots in most
years. In August 2005 there were 379 shoots, with 188 in 2006, 239 in 2007, 265 in 2008 and 222 in
2009 (Ashmolean Rare Plants Group 2009 Newsletter). In 2012, there were 535 shoots, of which
10% were in flower. Also recently recorded in nearby Wytham village (2000-04).

SCHISANDRACEAE

9| Schisandra S. chinensis. S. grandiflora, S. sphenanthera

NYMPHAEACEAE

Nymphaea alba L. White Water-lily hyd 7
Castalea speciosa Salisb.

Rivers, ponds, ornamental lakes, gravel pits, canals, swamps and quiet backwaters. The White Water
Lily is a most beautiful feature in our river scenery; generations of painters of the Thames have
delineated it on their canvas. “In the still recesses of the river about Oxford we found the queen of the
water-nymphs ... in the greatest luxuriance both in the number , and in the extraordinary size of the
flowers and leaves” (Hall in Druce). One of the few plants that is truly boat-tolerant (Sparganium
emersum 1is another). The leaves are often conspicuously holed and furrowed by the Water-Lily
Beetle Galerucella nymphaeae.

NVC: A 7,89,10,11,15; S 4,5,6,8,13

Silwood Park: locally abundant in The Lake, with a good patch just west of the jetty at the Farm, and
another in the southern inflow arm. Planted in all the ornamental ponds and in the Japanese Garden.
Many were destroyed when the Lily Pond was dredged out in summer 1990.

Ascot: Sole’s Pond, Englemere and Blacknest Park.

East Berks: found in the Thames, Loddon, and at Virginia Water. Frequent in Reading’s Lake District
[66] and [67]. 11% (1km2). Atlas 2000: all but [78]

West Berks: at intervals in the Thames from Lechlade [29] to Wytham [40], and from Abingdon [49]
to Wallingford [68]. In the Kennet canal between Newbury and Hamstead Marshall [46] down to
Beenham [56] and Aldermaston Wharf [66]. Common in Reading’s Lake District [67]. The
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commonest water lily planted in ornamental ponds and lakes, as at Benham Park [4367]. Atlas 2000:
[29]. [36], [38], [39], [46], [47], [49], [40], [56], [57], [59], [50], [66], [67]

Nymphaea odorata Dryander Fragrant Water-lily e hyd 7
East Berks: flooded gravel pits at Tri Lakes, Yateley (RNG) [8261] in 1987.

9 Nymphaea N. ‘Attraction’, N. ‘Charlene Strawn’, N. ‘Colonel A.J. Welch’ , N. ‘Escarboucle’, N.
‘Fabiola’, N. ‘Firecrest’, N. ‘Froebelii’, N. ‘Gladstoneana’, N. ‘Gonnere’, N. ‘James Brydon’, N.
‘Madame Wilfon Gonnére’, N. ‘Marliacea Chromatella’, N. ‘Pygmaea Helvola’, N. ‘René Gérard’, N.
‘Sioux’

Nuphar lutea (L.) Sm. Yellow Water-lily hyd 6
Nymphaea lutea L.

Rivers, canals, lakes, ditches and ponds. Our commonest water-lily, and one of the most boat-tolerant
of aquatic plants.
NVC: A 5,7,8,10,11,13,15; S 8,14

Silwood Park: abundant in The Lake, the dominant water lily all round the margin, with a large patch
in the centre. Not in the ornamental ponds.

East Berks: common and generally distributed along the rivers of the county. Abundant in the Loddon
and the Thames (Bisham, Aston, Remenham, Wargrave, etc.). Less common in many of the
ornamental lakes than Nymphaea alba as at Sandhurst. 6% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares.

West Berks: common along the Thames from Lechlade [29] to Reading and the Kennet from
Hungerford [36] to Reading. Also scattered records from village ponds. Locally frequent, but absent
from the chalk. Still frequent in the main channel of the Thames despite severe damage by motor
boats. In the lake at Benham Park [440674]. Atlas 2000: all but [38], [47], [48]

CERATOPHYLLACEAE
Ceratophyllum demersum L. Rigid Hornwort hyd 7

Rivers, canals, ditches and ponds, in nutrient rich water. Not common but scattered through the
county. Known from other bottle-brush-like water plants by its leaves in complete whorls, the leaves
themselves forked in two, then forked again, and bearing large, sparse teeth.

NVC: A2,3,58,11,12,15,16; S 8,18

Silwood Park: the most abundant water plant in the Lily Pond. Often dredged out and thrown away in
great quantities. Much the commonest aquatic plant in the Japanese Garden Pond, often clogging up
the entire underwater volume by autumn. Occasional in the Water Tank, growing with Myriophyllum
spicatum.

East Berks: ponds at the foot of Winter Hill (this is the Cock Marsh site), Remenham, Park Place
Lake, Bearwood, Stud Green, Winkfield, Lower Lake at Sandhurst (both v.c.22 and 17), Bracknell,
Frogmore, Home Park, Maidenhead. Moor Green Lakes nature reserve [8062] in 2001. Atlas 2000:
all but [96]
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West Berks: in the Kennet canal from Hungerford [36] to Reading [76]. Also Coleshill [29], Basildon
[36], Cothill [49], Farmoor and Wytham Meads [40], Thrupp [59], South Hinksey [50], Pingewood
[66]. Frequent in Reading’s Lake District [67]. Atlas 2000: all but [27], [30], [47], [68], [69]

RANUNCULACEAE

Caltha palustris L. Marsh-marigold hel 3 {

River-sides, wet meadows, marshes and mires. Wet places in oak and alder woods. Absent from the
chalk. Much less common than former records would lead us to expect. It has clearly suffered a
marked decline in recent years, through drainage of pond margins, filling of farm ponds, and
municipal tidying up.

NVC: M 13,22,27; MG 4,10,13; OV 26,29; S 3,7,8,10,12,19,23,25; W 1,5,6

Silwood Park: locally abundant throughout the alder carr swamp on the inflow to The Lake
downstream from Cascade Bridge, and sparingly around the lake margins. Frequent on the lakeside
adjacent to The Farm. The distribution has changed subtly over the years; it is less abundant by
Cascade Bridge but more abundant towards Gunness’s Bridge in 2002. One clump established on the
northern bank, where the gas pipeline crosses the outflow stream in Water Meadow. In the pond of
the Japanese Garden, 1979-2004. Planted in 2002 in the willow carr by the Walled Garden;
established but inconspicuous in April 2003-04 because the roe deer have eaten off all the flower
buds. By the outflow stream below Herons Brook.

East Berks: widespread, but uncommon to the east of Wokingham [86]. 6% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all
squares.

West Berks: widespread but uncommon on the high ground in the vicinity of Lambourn [37] and
Beedon [47]. Atlas 2000: all squares

q Trollius 7. chinensis ‘Golden Queen’, T. pumilus
Helleborus foetidus L. Stinking Hellebore chh 3

Old woods, chiefly of beech on calcareous soils. Commonly planted in gardens and churchyards, and
many of the roadside plants are certainly garden escapes. Told from H. viridis by leaves all on the
stem (not basal) and bracts entire (not deeply divided). Most conspicuous in February when its pale,
yellowish green flowers contrast with a still lifeless backdrop.

Silwood Park: naturalised sparingly in the Japanese Garden.

East Berks: in hedgerows about Hurdle Shaw [582797] and below Grims Ditch [592795]. In woods at
Windsor, Rose Hill, Park Place. Locally frequent on banks around Maidenhead sewage works [8980]
in 2001. Whitley [7270] and Bulmershe [7573] in 2002. 2% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares, but
mainly as garden escapes.

West Berks: very local and rare. Most frequent in the Pang Valley; Yattendon, Hermitage, Bradfield,
Bucklebury, Streatley and Tomb Farm [57], Basildon and Sulham [67], Cleve Lock [68], but also at
Ashbury [28], Buscot Lock [29], Buckland [39], Marcham and Kingston Bagpuize [49] and Radley
[59]. Atlas 2000: [28], [38], [39], [49], [57], [58], [67]
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Helleborus viridis L. Green Hellebore hp 2 4
Helleborus viridis subsp. occidentalis (Reut.) Schiffn.
Helleborus occidentalis Reuter

Woods and bushy places, rare. Old oak woods, very local and rare. Most of the plants are garden
escapes or relics of cultivation. Told from H. orientalis by smaller flowers (3-5cm across, not 5-7cm)
and follicles fused for about one quarter of their length (not free to the base).

West Berks: Pusey [39], Newbury and Enborne [46], Peasemore [47], Hendred [48], Kingston
Bagpuize and Frilford [49], Mutton Copse [587795] has about 200 plants, Streatley [58], Pangbourne
[67]. Atlas 2000: [39], [46], [47], [57]

Mount Hill above Bagnor [447704], mentioned in Around the Three Valleys by Lesley Dunlop and
Dick Greenaway. Found by Jan Haseler on 1 March 2012, about 40 clumps in the NE quadrant of the
track intersection.

Helleborus niger L. Christmas-rose e chh 3

Occasionally grown in churchyards, but rare as a garden outcast. Seldom surviving long in the face of
herbivory from slugs and snails.

Silwood Park: rare as a persistent outcast in woods behind the Japanese Garden.

East Berks: Shottesbrooke churchyard [87], Sunninghill churchyard [96]. Atlas 2000: [86], [88]
Helleborus argutifolius Viv. Corsican Hellebore e chh 3
Helleborus corsicus Willd., nom. nud.

Helleborus lividus Aiton subsp. corsicus P. Fourn., nom. nud.

Frequently planted in churchyards. This is the massive, pale yellowish-green hellebore that is
occasionally found as a garden escape in woods and on waste ground and roadsides.

Silwood Park: the most frequent hellebore in plantations (e.g. behind the Japanese Garden).

East Berks: uncommon. On waste ground at Waltham St Lawrence [8276] in 2002, and in Cookham
Dean [8785] in July 2003. One patch by the railway at Winnersh [7870] in April 2004. Atlas 2000:
[76], [87], [96]

West Berks: a scarce but persistent garden outcast, as at Kingston Bagpuize [4098]. Atlas 2000: [36],
[56], [66], [67]

Helleborus orientalis Lam. Lenten-rose e chh 3

Estates, churchyards, etc., always planted but sometimes long-persistent. Hybridizes freely with other
Hellebores, producing offspring of baffling complexity.

Silwood Park: a few stragglers behind the Japanese Garden.

East Berks: no records.
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West Berks: in East Garston churchyard [3676], where it grows in the cover of the famous thatch-
roofed wall. It is freely self-sown in the woodland garden at Kingston Bagpuize House [4098].

§ Helleborus H. argutifolius, H. cyclophyllus, H. foetidus, H. foetidus Wester Flisk group, H. lividus,
H. niger, H. niger ‘Potter’s Wheel’, H. X nigercors, H. orientalis ‘Ashwood Garden hybrids’, H.
orientalis ‘Ballard’s group’, H. purpurascens, H. X sternii, H. X sternii Blackthorn group, H. viridis
subsp. occidentalis

Eranthis hyemalis (L.) Salisb. Winter Aconite e grh 1
Helleborus hyemalis L.

Churchyards, plantations, stately parks, and waste ground in villages; rare and never as a native plant.
Most abundant on the clay.

Ascot: very rare. Sunningdale churchyard in February 2001 in small quantity, obviously planted.

East Berks: very uncommon (not in Druce), and all but confined to churchyards and gardens of the
larger estates. Swallowfield, Rowes Farm, Streatley Hill, Shottesbrooke Church, Scotlands,
Finchampstead, Burchett’s Green, Stubbings. Recently at Wargrave church, and at the base of the
chalk slope below Windsor Castle. 1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all but [78]

West Berks: Shrivenham [28], abundant in Buscot Park, Eaton Hastings church, Faringdon and Little
Coxwell [29], Inkpen [36], Sparsholt and Childrey [38], Longworth Manor [39], Benham Park [46],
Boxford and Welford Park [47], West Ilsley, Ginge, East Hendred and Harwell [48], West Hanney,
Drayton, Marcham, Kingston Bagpuize House and Frilford [49], common at Bessels Leigh school,
Wytham and Sunningwell, Long Copse [473046] on 25 March 2007 growing with Scilla siberica
[40], Hyde End Mill [56], Bucklebury and Aldworth [57], Streatley [58], Wittenham and Sutton
Courtenay [59], Bagley Wood [50], Burghfield and Padworth [66], Theale [67]. Atlas 2000: all but
[30], [68], [69]

Nigella damascena L. Love-in-a-mist eths5 7T

A classic cottage garden plant, seeding freely and found commonly on pavements, walls and waste
ground in towns and villages throughout.

Silwood Park: on open waste ground by the CABI greenhouses; self-sown, June 2000-02002. Below
the churchyard wall at Ashurst from 1980-2004. Pavements in Cheapside. A single plant on imported
topsoil at Ashurst Lysimeters on 11 June 2004, and another single plant in Ashurst Lysimeters on 1
September 2009, following herbicide treatment and cultivation in late spring 2009.

Ascot: abundantly self-sown in cracks in pavements and alleyways between the High Street and the
Racecourse in Ascot in November 2001. Rare on the sandy construction site on Dry Arch Road on 2
August 2004.

East Berks: towns and villages throughout. First recorded from Battle Farm, Reading, in 1965. 19%
(1km?). Uncommon on the enormous soil pile overlooking Drift Road at Silver Springs Farm on 17
June 2008. Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: one of the most frequent garden escapes, found in almost every village. Moulsford
Downs [58] in 1963, Didcot tip [59] in 1965, Newbury tip [474680] in 1971. Common in towns in
2002 as at Botley [40] and New Hinksey [50]. Locally abundant on cinder in railway sidings at
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Didcot Parkway Station [5290] in 2003. Atlas 2000: [28], [29], [36], [38], [46], [49], [40], [58], [50].
[68]

9 Xanthorhiza X. simplicissima

Aconitum napellus L. Monk’s-hood egrh 5
Aconitum napellus subsp. napellus
Aconitum anglicum Stapf

Alien of meadows and hedges; rare and certainly introduced. An uncommon colonist of streambanks
and waste ground near gardens.

Ascot: no records

East Berks: Ashley Hill in 1893 (OXF), Winnersh in 1959 (RNG), near Long Moor in 1897. No
recent records

West Berks: early records from Bagley Wood [50] in 1918 (OXF), Bradfield [67] in 1897 (still there),
and Welford Park [47] in 1918. Recently at Pusey [39], Benham Park and Newbury [46], Brimpton
[56], Cold Ash, Hermitage and Stanford Dingley [57], Bagley Wood [50], Hogmoor Copse, Tidmarsh
[67]

Consolida ajacis (L.) Schur Larkspur eth6 T
Delphinium ajacis L., Consolida ambigua auct., non (L.) P. Ball and Heyw., D. ambiguum L.

Casual or colonist of arable fields on dry soils, once occasional, now very rare and sporadic as an
arable weed. Commonly cultivated as a garden annual and frequently escaping to be found in cracks
in paving in towns and villages, and on waste ground.

Silwood Park: very rare recent arrival. A single plant by the new road to the renovated Silwood Farm
on 29 August 2011. Probably imported with topsoil in autumn 2010 used for landscaping the banks
close to the gate onto Buckhurst Road.

Ascot: common for several years (1995-99) on the pavement of Upper Village Road in Sunninghill.

East Berks: waste ground near Cookham Lock (1871), Wargrave, Maidenhead, Reading, Smallmead,
Woodley. <1% (1km?).

West Berks: first record from Long Wittenham [59] in 1859 (Lightfoot, OXF) and Frilford [49] in
1935 (OXF). Recently at Wickham [37], Abingdon and Frilford [49], Botley and Boar’s Hill [40],
Compton [57], Aston Upthorpe and Streatley [58], Didcot [59], Basildon [67], Wallingford [68].

9 Delphinium We have never grown many delphiniums at Silwood, because feeding slugs at great
expense has never seemed like an appealing idea.

9 Cimicifuga C. racemosa, C. simplex var. matsumurae ‘Elstead’ , C. simplex var. matsumurae
‘White Pearl’, C. simplex var. simplex Atropurpurea group

Anemone nemorosa L. Wood Anemone grh 3
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Woods, hedge-banks and bushy places, preferring slightly shaded places. Very abundant in woods on
chalk, less common in dry oak woods and damp alder woods, rare on acid soils.
NVC: W §,10,12,14,21,25

Silwood Park: unaccountably local and rare; absent from large areas of apparently suitable habitat.
The only extensive patch is at the back of the Farm, between the Farm Track and the Cheapside
Footpath. This is also the site of Silwood’s only extensive population of Dog’s Mercury. Locally
abundant on Gunness’s Bridge. Rare in the corner of Nash’s Copse, locally frequent in Water
Meadow East next to Herons Brook, by the Outflow Stream through Water Meadow West, in
Cascade Marsh, and under rhododendrons in Mann’s Copse. Increased in Water Meadow West
following bramble clearance in 2005, and occasional in the edge of the grassland as well as
underneath the trees on 11 April 2007.

East Berks: widespread but only locally abundant, and often missing from apparently suitable
woodlands. Beech Hill, Farley Court, Park Farm, Bearwood, abundant in Simon’s Lane, Maiden
Erleigh, throughout Reading, frequent in Remenham Wood, Culham Court, Crazies Hill, Big Wood,
Shepherd Meadow, Easthampstead, Wykery Copse, Stanlake Park, Moss End, Paddock Wood,
Ockwells Manor, Chawridge Gorse, common in the churchyard at Bisham, Scotlands, Inkydown
Wood, Winter Hill, Canon Court Farm, St Leonard’s Hill, Stag Meadow, Windsor Great Park. 8%
(1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: generally distributed, but absent or rare on Lambourn Downs and in the Vale of the
White Horse. Frequent in the Kennet Valley and in the woodlands of the Northern Loop. The best
woodland display is Radley Large Wood [5201]. Atlas 2000: all but [30], [68], [69]

Anemone apennina L. Blue Anemone e grh 4
Planted in churchyards and the grounds of larger estates. Told from A. blanda (the other common blue
flowered Anemone of gardens), by lower sides of sepals and basal leaves sparsely pubescent (not
glabrous).

Ascot: no records. Not in Silwood Park.

East Berks: in the woods at Park Place in 1964.

West Berks: Childrey Rectory [38], Shellingford [39], Frilford [49], Hawkridge (1910) and Compton
(1919, OXF) [57]. Recently from Baulking [3190], Letcombe Bassett church [3785] and Wantage
church [3987].

Anemone blanda Schott and Kotschy Balkan Anemone e grh 4
The other blue flowered Anemone, more rarely naturalised than A. appenina but more commonly
planted in churchyards. Differing in its glabrous sepals and lower leaves which are hairless and
purple-flushed below. Care is needed with planted and relic 4. blanda ‘White Splendour’, which
might be overlooked as 4. nemorosa (which has 6-9 not 10-15 sepals)

Silwood Park: rare in the churchyard at Ashurst. Naturalised in grass, February 1999.

Ascot: rare but long persistent in the churchyard at South Ascot 1971-2004. 4. blanda ‘White
Splendour’ rare in rough grass in South Ascot churchyard on 22 April 2003.
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East Berks: recently from Wokingham churchyard, Sonning, Warfield and Waltham St Lawrence.
West Berks: Sutton Courtenay churchyard in 2000.

Anemone ranunculoides L. Yellow Anemone egrh 4 {
Plantations, very rare.

West Berks: first recorded from Tubney Wood [49] in 1897. Childrey rectory [38] about 200 plants in
1963. Sparsholt rectory [38] in 1970.

Anemone coronaria L. Crown Anemone e grh 4
Spectacular, poppy-like Anemones with red, white or blue flowers, rarely seen outside gardens.
Ascot: very rare in the churchyard at South Ascot, with purple-blue flowers on 28 April 2002.

East Berks: on old allotment ground at Bulmershe [7573] in June 2002.

West Berks: a single, blue-flowered plant in the churchyard at Sunningwell [4900] on 2 May 2002.
Anemone x fulgens Scarlet Anemone e grt 4

A tuberous perennial with stunning scarlet flowers in April. Very rare in graveyards, but abundant
and long persistent where it has been planted.

West Berks: dominating the entire surface of several graves in Great Coxwell churchyard [2693],
where the plant has self-sown into adjacent grass; 1996-2004.

Anemone x hybrida Paxton Japanese Anemone e grh 8
Anemone x japonica hort., non (Thunb.) Siebold and Zucc.

A very common bedding perennial, found as a garden outcast on waste ground, pavement cracks, and
banks in towns and villages. Absent from the most acid soils.

Ascot: rare. A single clump on waste ground in Course Road, Ascot, in November 2003. Self sown in
pavement cracks on School Road Sunninghill on 10 September 2005.

East Berks: Swallowfield, Shinfield, Oxford Road in West Reading, West Whitley, Bulmershe,
Earley, Twyford, Kiln Ride, Pine Wood, Brookers Row, College Town, Shottesbrooke, Warren Row,
Lee Lane, Maidenhead, East Maidenhead, Furze Platt, Halfway House, Cookham. 4% (lkmz). Atlas
2000: [76], [77], [86], [87], [88]

West Berks: scattered in towns and villages throughout, as at Wantage [38], Newbury [46] and
Blewbury [58]. Atlas 2000: [38], [46], [58], [59]

9 Anemone A. apennina, A. blanda ‘White Splendour’, 4. hupehensis ‘Bowles’ Pink’, A. hupehensis
var. japonica ‘Bressingham Glow’, A. hupehensis var. japonica ‘Prinz Heinrich’, 4. hupehensis
‘Praecox’, A. hupehensis ‘September Charm’, A. hupehensis ‘Splendens’, A. X hybrida, A. X hybrida
‘Honorine Jobert’, A. X hybrida ‘Konigin Charlotte’, A. X hybrida ‘Monterosa’, A. X hybrida



48

‘Pamina’, 4. X hybrida ‘Richard Ahrends’, A. X hybrida ‘Whirlwind’, A. nemorosa ‘Robinsoniana’, 4.
ranunculoides , A. tomentosa ‘Robustissima’

Hepatica nobilis Schreb. Liverleaf e gh 4]
Anemone hepatica L.

An occasional garden plant, long persistent where planted in woodland and shady wild gardens.
Seldom seen as a garden escape.

West Berks: in an old garden at Frilford [49] in 1965.
4| Hepatica H. nobilis, H. transsilvanica

Pulsatilla vulgaris Mill. Pasqueflower h4l
Anemone pulsatilla L.

A local speciality of grassy chalk downs, at its southern British limit in Berkshire (see p. 13). “The
Pasque Flower occurs in Berkshire over a small area, where it is by no means continuous, but is found
in scattered patches, which are more frequent on the slopes than on the tops of the chalk downs”
(Druce). Most colonies occur on steep south or south-west facing slopes on the escarpment of the
chalk where the turf is characteristically species-rich. Threatened by scrub encroachment and poor
grazing management.

NVC: CG2,3,5

Silwood Park: a very rare casual, self-sown in gravel in the northernmost of the cold frames on the
pot-standing at the Greenhouses. Three plants in flower on 21 April 2001 (K); still there in 2004. The
origin of the seed is unknown.

East Berks: planted at Park Place, but there are no native records from the grasslands of the northern
chalk.

West Berks: local and rare. First specimens from Hampstead Norreys [57] in 1865 (OXF), Lowbury
Hill [5382] in 1889 (OXF), Pusey [39] in 1895 (OXF) and Wembury [48] in 1910 (OXF). Cherbury
Camp [39], Ilsley Downs and Ridgeway above Lockinge [48], Aldworth downs (LAN) [5579],
Aston Upthorpe Downs [544835] where there were 12 plants in 1988 and 26 in 2001, Blewbury
Downs (OXF) and Moulsford Downs [all 58]. Formerly on Unhill and Yewtree Downs [58],
Streatley and Pangbourne Downs (the head-quarters of the plant in Berkshire according to Pamplin in
1854) [67]. Vulnerable to acid rain and fertilizer pollution, even in its protected sites. The Aston
Upthorpe site has declined dramatically over the past 30 years, and is now in poor condition, despite
the introduction of new Pasqueflowers by conservationists. On 29 May 2005 Susan Erskine counted
55 plants, of which 26 were surviving transplants and 3 were new recruits. There were still 55 plants
on 23 April 2006 [547835] and 56% survival but with very low seed set in 2009, presumably as a
result of heavy rabbit grazing. There were just 11 fruiting plants in 2012 (Kathy Warden). It is odd
that it never grew on the western chalk; for instance, Weathercock Hill above Ashdown Park [28]
looks to be ideal habitat. Atlas 2000: [39], [48], [58]

9 Pulsatilla P. alpina subsp. apiifolia, P. halleri subsp. slavica, P. vernalis, P. vulgaris ‘Alba’, P.
vulgaris var. rubra

Clematis vitalba L. Traveller’s-joy m 7
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Woods, hedges, chalk grassland, roadsides, quarries, railway banks, wood borders and urban waste
ground on calcareous substrates. It tends to be abundant in woods where honeysuckle Lonicera
periclymenum is absent or rare. The distribution of Clematis within Berkshire is rather peculiar. A
person might walk across the sandy heaths of Finchampstead, Sandhurst, Ascot and Bagshot and
remark that Clematis was not to be seen in the county. Another traveler, journeying from Reading
past Sonning and Wargrave to Henley or from Henley to Marlow and Maidenhead might say with
equal truth: “What a conspicuous feature of the vegetation of Berkshire is the Clematis !” (Druce).
NVC: CG 3,5; W 8,12,13,21

Silwood Park: no records.

Ascot: very local and rare. A massive liana grew in the hedge of Agatha Christie’s former house
(called ‘Styles’) on Charters Road in Sunningdale, close to the boundary stream with Surrey. The vine
was destroyed in 1997 when the Cypress hedge was cut down to let some light into the front of the
property. Also on waste ground at Ascot Station. A single plant in the temporary fence at the eastern
(Winkfield Road) end of the construction site at the new racecourse at Ascot [925690] in October
2005.

East Berks: occasional, but rare or absent from most of the Bagshot and Reading beds, except where
calcareous deposits overlie the acid substrates (e.g. at White Waltham). Locally common on urban
waste ground (e.g. along Oxford Road in West Reading and by the R. Thames in Maidenhead). Beech
Hill, Swallowfield, Finchampstead, Reading, Sheeplands Farm, Wargrave, Blackwater River,
Wargrave, Twyford, Quarry Wood Bisham, Ashley Hill, Park Place, Remenham, Culham, Cockpole
Green, Crazies Hill, Heath Pond, Road Research Laboratory, Bracknell, Hare Hatch, The Walthams,
Shottesbrooke, Littlewick Green, Woodlands Park, Warren Row, Hurley, Ashley Hill, Burchett’s
Green, Furze Platt, particularly abundant at Pinkneys Green, Maidenhead, East Maidenhead, Bisham,
Winter Hill, Cookham, Odney Club, Stubbings Heath, Bray, Clewer Green, Clewer, common on the
banks of the Thames at Windsor Racecourse, Windsor, Home Park, very rare on the chalk slope
below Windsor Castle. Common on railway ground at Kings Meadows Reading in September 2007.
Very rare on the enormous soil pile overlooking Drift Road at Silver Springs Farm on 17 June 2008.
19% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares, but very patchy at a smaller scale.

West Berks: abundant on the chalk and frequent on the coralline oolite, but practically absent from
the clays. Sometimes produces massive, heavy lianas as in Rivar Copse [3562], Uffington Wood
[3086] and Northridge Bottom [6277]. On the ruins of the Prince of Wales pub at Challow Station
[3590]. Abundant on urban waste ground in south-west Oxford [4906], Newbury [4767] and
Abingdon [4997]. Common in the Reading Lake District [67]. On the exit slip road of the A4 from
the M4 at J12 near Theale [649715] on 30 September 2009. Atlas 2000: all squares

Clematis tangutica (Maxim.) Korsh. Orange-peel Clematis em7
Clematis orientalis L. var. tangutica Maxim.

A rare, late-flowering garden escape with waxy, brilliant orange flowers (with sepals less than 4cm).
Sometimes long persistent and occasionally self-sown. Told from C. orientalis by its serrate (not
entire or sparsely toothed) leaf margins. The orange sepals of C. tangutica are hairless on the outside
and silky hairy on the inside, while the greenish yellow sepals of C. orientalis are silky hairy outside
as well as inside. There is much confusion about the relationship of the famous garden cultivar C.
‘Orange Peel’ to C. tibetana subsp. vernayi Fischer and C. orientalis L. The cultivar ‘Bill
MacKenzie’ has single yellow flowers to 8cm across, and may be a hybrid between C. tangutica and
C. orientalis or C. tangutica and C. tibetana subsp. vernayi. As Christopher Lloyd says in his classic
book on Clematis (Viking, 1989): “May the Saints preserve us !”
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East Berks: on a fence on waste ground in Cookham [8985] in September 2002.

West Berks: a rare garden escape. Dry Sandford Pit [49], first recorded in 1976 (OXF). In cracks in
tarmac on a derelict plot in New Hinksey [519042] on 28 September 2002, clearly self-sown. On old
walls at Kingston Bagpuize [4098] in July 2003.
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Clematis cirrhosa L. em 2
A popular early-flowering climber in gardens, but very rare as an escape.

East Berks: self sown on a derelict wall off College Road, Reading [737727], in full flower on 30
October 2004.

9 Clematis C. ‘Abundance’, C. ‘Alba Luxurians’, C. alpina, C. alpina ‘Frances Rivis’, C. alpina
‘Pamela Jackman’, C. alpina ‘Ruby’, C. alpina ‘Willy’, C. armandii, C. armandii ‘Apple Blossom’,
C. armandii ‘Bowl of Beauty’, C. armandii ‘Snowdrift’, C. ‘Asao’, C. ‘Ascotiensis’, C. ‘Beauty of
Worcester’, C. ‘Bees’ Jubilee’, C. ‘Bill MacKenzie’, C. campaniflora, C. ‘Carnaby’, C. chrysocoma,
C. cirrhosa var. balearica, C. cirrhosa ‘Freckles’, C. cirrhosa ‘Wisley Cream’, C. ‘Comtesse de
Bouchaud’, C. ‘Daniel Deronda’, C. ‘Duchess of Albany’, C. X durandii, C. ‘Elsa Spath’, C. x
eriostemon ‘Hendersonii’, C. ‘Ernest Markham’, C. °‘Etoile Rose’, C. ‘Etoile Violette’, C.
‘Fireworks’, C. flammula, C. florida ‘Sieboldii’, C. ‘Gravetye Beauty’, C. ‘H.F. Young’, C. ‘Hagley
Hybrid’, C. ‘Henryi’, C. heracleifolia var. davidiana ‘Wyevale’, C. ‘Huldine’, C. integrifolia, C.
‘Jackmanii’, C. X jouiniana ‘Praecox’, C. ‘Kermesina’, C. ‘Lasurstern’, C. ‘Little Nell’, C.
macropetala, C. macropetala ‘Markham’s Pink’, C. ‘Madame Julia Correvon’, C. ‘Marie Boisselot’,
C. marmoraria, C. montana, C. montana ‘Elizabeth’, C. montana f. grandiflora, C. montana
‘Marjorie’, C. montana ‘Pink Perfection’, C. montana var. rubens, C. montana ‘Tetrarose’, C.
montana var. wilsonii, C. ‘Mrs Cholmondeley’, C. ‘Nelly Moser’, C. ‘Niobe’, C. ‘Perle d’Azur’, C.
‘Polish Spirit’, C. rehderiana, C. ‘Rouge Cardinal’, C. ‘Royal Velours’, C. tangutica, C. tangutica
‘Lambton Park’, C. terniflora, C. tibetana subsp. vernayi, C. X triternata ‘Rubromarginata’, C. ‘Ville
de Lyon’, C. viticella ‘Purpurea Plena Elegans’, C. ‘Vyvyan Pennell’, C. ‘Wada’s Primrose’

Ranunculus acris L. Meadow Buttercup hp 5

Meadows and pastures, open woodland and disturbed ground; abundant and generally distributed.
Grassland, frequent to abundant, least common on the chalk ridge. This is the buttercup found on soils
of intermediate wetness; R. repens grows in wetter places, and R. bulbosus in drier places. A poor
competitor for soil phosphorus (P), increasing dramatically in abundance when fertilizer P is added
without nitrogen (N), or when N application is stopped but P application is continued (as illustrated at
Park Grass, Rothamsted).

NVC: M 13,22,24,27; MG 1,4-7,9,10; OV 26; S 5,7,19,26; U 20, W 5,6,8,24

Silwood Park: the least common of our 3 widespread buttercups. Occasional in the mesic grasslands
like Nash’s Field. Common in the roadside verge opposite Knight Frank where its tall flowering
stems are conspicuous in May before the first grass-cut.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m?
1 0 1 7 16

East Berks: much less frequent than R. repens, and commonest in old meadows. Fine expanses of the
plant on Review Ground in Windsor Great Park [9674], and in water meadows such as Widbrook
Common [8984] (see Plate 7). 64% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: Atlas 2000: all squares

Ranunculus repens L. Creeping Buttercup hs 5
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Waste ground, cornfields, ditch- and river-banks, woodland rides, damp alder woods, damp
grasslands, lawns, roadsides and waste ground. Common except on the grassy chalk downs and in the
heathy districts of the Bagshot sands. The leaves are mined by the fly Phytomyza ranunculi, and
galled by the midge Dasyneura ranunculi. One of our most frequent wildflowers, locally abundant in
a huge range of habitats:

NVC: CG 3,4, M 22,27, MG 1,4-7,9,10,13; OV 4,7,10,12,15,19-23,25,26,28-33;
S5,7,12,15,16,18,19,23,26,28; U 20; W 1,5,6,8,10,14,21,24

Silwood Park: often the most abundant dicot in wet grassland and woodland habitats. Frequent as an
arable and garden weed and on mud at the lakeside. Common in the Walled Garden beneath Holcus
lanatus or Arrhenatherum elatius. Locally dominant in some of the experiments, as in Oak Mead in
spring 2000 following a ragwort monoculture which had flowered and died in summer 1999. The
ground had been cultivated in early 1998 and left to be rabbit grazed. Very common in the seed bank
of the spoil stripped from the Church Lane footpath in 2001 and piled by the Kissing Gate in summer
2002. Abundant in the top corner of Silwood Bottom on 22 May 2007, following autumn cultivation
in 2006. By the ferruginous flush at the bottom of Farm Wood in 2007.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m?
18 29 33 49 93

East Berks: widespread; 97% (lkm?). Only Trifolium repens, Dactylis glomerata, Plantago
lanceolata, Plantago major, Poa annua, Cirsium arvense, Rumex obtusifolius and Urtica dioica are
more frequent at this scale. Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: Atlas 2000: all squares
Ranunculus repens ‘Flore Pleno’ Double-flowered Buttercup e hs 5

This is the double flowered form, which is a rare garden plant. The multiple petals are shiny golden
yellow.

East Berks: a very rare garden escape on pavements in Reading in 1999.
Ranunculus bulbosus L. Bulbous Buttercup hs 4

Very common in meadows, pastures, dry banks, graveyards and lawns, preferring sunny, drier
situations than R. acris. Frequent to abundant on calcareous soils, less common on acid soils, the first
buttercup into flower in most years. Much the commonest buttercup in chalk downland. Intolerant on
nitrogen fertilization.

NVC: CG 2-5; MG 1,4,5,7; OV 23; W 12

Silwood Park: commonest on lawn banks adjacent to the Main Drive, and in the graveyard at Ashurst.
Common in the early years of the experiment (1986) in fenced cultivated blocks in Nash’s Field, but
declined rapidly and was rare by 1996. Cultivation was resumed in 2003 after a 4 year break for Ryan
Keane’s PhD on alien Bromus species, and R. bulbosus was occasional only in the fenced cultivated
plot D in May 2003-04. Rare in fenced cultivated plots in Nursery Field in May 2004. Flowering
freely on 20 May 2007 where deer and rabbit fences had been erected in 2005 on lawns around
Silwood. Occasional inside the rabbit fences in Nash’s Field on 18 May 2008 (erected in 1996 to
allow succession to woodland) and in the fenced part of Block R (insecticide and molluscicides)
where lime but no nitrogen had been applied.
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1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m’ 10,000 m>
8 14 21 10 19

Ascot: locally frequent in churchyards, as at South Ascot.

East Berks: the least frequent of the 3 common meadow Buttercups; 37% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all
squares

West Berks: very early flowering in Cumnor churchyard on 25 February 2001. Atlas 2000: all
squares

Ranunculus sardous Crantz Hairy Buttercup th 6

Waste ground and moist, clayey places, pond sides, etc. Neither Druce nor Bowen had seen any
Berkshire specimens. This distinctive species, with its reflexed sepals, hairy receptacle, and its single
ring of tubercles just inside the border of the smooth, hairless achene, is most unlikely to have been
overlooked and must, therefore, have increased substantially since their time (but there is no evidence
that it is currently increasing in distribution or abundance).

Silwood Park: local, rare and sporadic. From imported topsoil on Garden Wood Bank; 2 plants on 26
August 1989. A single plant amongst Bergenia by the entrance to North Block on 2 July 1992. Three
large plants on 14 October 1994 in the holding bed by the Horticultural Greenhouses, perhaps
introduced with bare-rooted perennials from Blooms at Diss in Norfolk. By the side of the path to the
TTC on 24 June 1998. Several plants in cultivated ground at the edge of the lawn of the west bed in
front of Munro Building on 31 July 2009; an exciting rediscovery of a species thought to have gone
from this site.

East Berks: Earley, Blackwater Lane, Wellington College. <1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [77], [86], [96]

West Berks: Faringdon [29], first recorded from Kintbury [36] in 1871 and Stroud Green [46] in
1897, Down House [57], Silchester [66]. Atlas 2000: [29], [36], [40], [57]

Ranunculus marginatus d’Urv. St. Martin's Buttercup oth 5

A very rare casual with us, this has been an abundant weed of arable and bulb fields in the Isles of
Scilly since the 1950s. Native to the Middle East.

East Berks: on bare soil at Reading Station [715737] in 1983.
Ranunculus parviflorus L. Small-flowered Buttercup th 5 4

A scarce plant of dry arable fields, sunny banks, open disturbed ground and woodland rides on sandy
soil. Found in rabbit scrapes, tracksides, flower beds, gravel paths, cliff edges, etc. often with
Cardamine hirsuta and Veronica arvensis. Exhibits great size plasticity and range of flowering dates
(from April to December in particularly mild, damp years). Very local and decreasing.

East Berks: Pinkneys Green in 1919 (RDG) and Winter Hill in 1897. Not seen recently, until found
on the enormous soil pile overlooking Drift Road at Silver Springs Farm on 17 June 2008 where it
was local and rare on compacted bare ground on the top of the heap.
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West Berks: cultivated ground in Lower Seeds and Upper Seeds at Wytham [40] (still there in 2003),
Castle Hill, Sinodun Hills [59], Bagley Wood and Kennington [50], Aldermaston (RDG) in 1930
[56], Grazeley [66], Bradfield [67]. The best site on which to see this plant is Greenham Common, in
open ground at the eastern end [516644] that had been kept free of perennial plant cover by
disturbance from military vehicles (now managed to conserve rare annual plants including Apera
interrupta). Many plants growing on chippings by the public footpath, close to the bend in the path by
the railway [522913] at Didcot Industrial Estate on 12 June 2010 by Frank Hunt. Atlas 2000: [40],
[56]

Ranunculus arvensis L. Corn Buttercup oth 6

Cornfields, formerly locally abundant and widely distributed, but now much declined as a result of
herbicide use. Decreases under spring cultivation. Rare and sporadic as a casual of waste ground and
rubbish tips.
NVC: OV 9

East Berks: Hurley, Sonning (RNG), Bisham, Maidenhead (HULL), White Waltham, Wargrave, Old
Windsor, Finchampstead (RNG), Wellington College, Wokingham, Shinfield. Atlas 2000: [76], [87]

West Berks: locally frequent on the Upper Greensand, rare and sporadic elsewhere. Compton
Beauchamp [28], Challow [38], Baulking and Buckland [39], Chieveley and Hermitage (RNG) [47],
Ardington and Harwell [48], East Hagbourne and North Moreton [58], Brightwell and Didcot [59],
Sugworth [50], Burghfield [66], Tilehurst (RDG) [67]. Recently at Eaton Hastings [2697] and Step
Farm [2795]. Atlas 2000: all except [37], [46], [57], [68]

Ranunculus auricomus L. Goldilocks Buttercup hs 4 |

Woods and hedgerows; once locally common and widely distributed in shady places, but now rarely
found in any quantity. Its presence is the mark of a superior woodland.
NVC: M 26; W 8

Ascot: very local and rare, Swinley brick pits. Not in Silwood Park.

East Berks: local and uncommon; perhaps declining; absent from very acid soils in the south. Riseley,
Hall Farm, Farley Court, Swallowfield churchyard, Wokingham [8372 6986], Jocks Copse,
Chawridge Gorse, Scotlands, Pudding Hill, Park Wood, Inkydown Wood, Winter Hill, Park Place,
Bowsey Hill, Wellington College, Wargrave, Maidenhead Thicket, Windsor, Cookham Dean, Ham
Island, Buck Farm Copse [858745]. 2% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: widely scattered but absent from the chalk ridge. Beckett Park [28], Buscot and Little
Coxwell [29], Hungerford [36], White Shute Hill [37], Wantage [38], Buckland [39], Marcham [49],
Appleton and Wytham Woods [40], Aldermaston [56], in the woodlands around Ashampstead [57],
locally abundant in the churchyard at Stanford Dingley, Yattendon and Bucklebury [57], Streatley
[58], Sutton Courtenay Manor and Little Wittenham Wood [59], frequent in Radley Large Wood
[5201], Burghfield [66], common in Moor Copse and Bradfield [67]. Atlas 2000: all except [47], [58],
[68]

Ranunculus sceleratus L. Celery-leaved Buttercup hel 5
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Margins of rivers, streams and ponds, wet grassland, muddy ditches and damp arable fields. Rather
local and absent from the chalk. Often growing with Agrostis stolonifera, Glyceria maxima, Myosotis
scorpioides and Rorippa islandica.

NVC: A 1,20; MG 13; OV 32; S 4,12,23

Ascot: Swinley Brick Pits, Virginia Water. Rare on damp compacted topsoil at South Ascot playing
fields during levelling operations on 15 July 2001. In a damp part of the set-aside (formerly maize)
cast of the racecourse [925700] in May 2003. Not in Silwood Park, but very close by in Blacknest
Park [956685]; this site was cleared for building work to begin in December 2001. Also on the edge
of the Marist Convent pond at Frognall [941682], a single plant in September 2005.

East Berks: scattered throughout but uncommon in the far east (east of 90). Gravelly Bridge,
Arborfield, Reading, Dinton Pastures, M4/A329(M) Interchange, Billingbear, Remenham, Crazies
Hill, Keephatch, Shepherd Meadow, Grange Farm, Lock’s House, Beenhams Heath, Waltham St
Lawrence, Jocks Copse, Hazelwood Copse, Braywoodside, Thimble Farm, Stud Green, Mount
Skippet, Dial Close, Cookham, Fifield, Berks Polo Club, Cranbourne Court. 7% (1km?). Atlas 2000:
all squares

West Berks: widespread but absent from a 15km wide strip of the chalk (north from 70 to 85).
Common all along the R. Thames. Frequent in Reading’s Lake District [66] and [67] in 2002. Atlas
2000: all except [37], [47], [48]

Ranunculus lingua L. Greater Spearwort hed

Lake sides, river banks, marshes, ditches on nutrient rich mud, and wet woodland; rare and
decreasing, but often planted.
NVC:M9;S1,422; W5

Ascot: on the southern shore of Virginia Water, opposite Temple Bungalow [965690] in 2003
growing with Acorus calamus. Fernbank Road, where it is certainly planted. In Sole’s Pond east of
Ascot Station (1975-2004).

East Berks: Cookham by the water called the Strand. Riseley, Swallowfield, Dinton Pastures, The
Throat, ponds at Cranbourne, Leiper Hill. Planted in recent years in many of the ponds in Windsor
Great Park. <1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [76], [77], [86], [96], [97]

West Berks: in The Wilderness at Kintbury in 1918 [36], by the R. Cole opposite Sevenhampton
Place [312898], Wantage old canal [38], by the Land Brook south of Charney Bassett [379931],
Buckland [39], Hoe Benham [46], Abingdon [49], Thames meadows at Wytham Ditches (RNG) [40],
Chapel Row, Thatcham (RNG), Carbin’s Wood and Brimpton pit [56], Yattendon in 1902 and 1922
(RNG) [57], Barrow Hills [59]. There were 24 plants in Hagley Pool ditch [4710] in August 2006.
Atlas 2000: [38], [49], [40], [56]. [57], [59]

Ranunculus flammula L. Lesser Spearwort h 5
Ranunculus flammula subsp. flammula

Heaths, bogs and watery places, damp woodland rides, marshes and margins of ponds. Very variable.
Druce describes 4 forms: ‘latifolius’ from Bagley [50], Fence Woods [57], Knowl Hill [87]; ‘ovatus’
from Bagshot Heath [86]; ‘serratus’ commonly; ‘tenuifolius’ from heathy ponds near Bracknell [86].
NVC: A 22; M 13,22,24,27; MG 13; OV 30,31,35; S 4,8,10,12-14,19; W 1,5
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Silwood Park: very local but frequent in the wet woodland at Great Mead and throughout Cascade
Marsh. Occasional in The Willows, Water Meadow, on the northern shore of The Lake and by Farm
Road. Locally abundant with Carex remota and Galium palustre in Great Mead on 15 June 2009.

Ascot: Swinley, Englemere, Ascot Station.

East Berks: rather local, but common where it occurs. Highlands, Longmoor Bog, California Country
Park, Ashenbury Park, Dinton Pastures, Billingbear, Queens Mere, Chapel Green, Heath Lake,
Shepherd Meadow, Sandhurst, Wishmoor Bottom, Martins Heron, Brooklands Farm, Yates Farm,
Ockwells Manor, Hurley, Ashley Hill, Winter Hill, Cock Marsh, Windsor Great Park. Frequent over
much of the species-rich wet ground at Cock Marsh [881868].

8% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares but [78]

West Berks: occasional, but absent from calcareous soil. Found only in the Kennet valley (south of
75), except for a few locations in the Northern loop of the Thames around Wytham. Atlas 2000: all
but [37], [38], [39], [48], [69], [69]

Ranunculus ficaria L. Lesser Celandine grt 3
Ficaria verna Hudson

Ranunculus ficaria subsp. ficaria

Ranunculus ficaria L. var. fertilis Clapham, nom. inval.

Damp places in woods, brook-sides, hedges, banks, open fields, damp meadows and gardens, locally
dominant under trees in parks. Common except on chalk and dry heaths. The ‘black-leaved’ cultivar
‘Brazen Hussy’ is a rare garden outcast. Flowered about 3 weeks earlier during the warm 1990s than
it did previously.

NVC: MG 1,9; S 5; W 6,8,10,12,24,25

Silwood Park: locally abundant in hedge-bottoms, damp woodlands and wet grasslands. Ashurst
Orchard, Nash’s Copse, Water Meadow, Pond Field, etc. Two plants in flower at the Lysimeters on
14 April 2007 in an early spring. Rare on 20 April 2008 in a cool spring on bare ground at Ashurst
Lysimeters that had been herbicided thoroughly in late summer 2007.

Ascot: particularly abundant beneath the pollarded Lime trees in Sunningdale churchyard.

East Berks: common wherever woodland fragments or ancient hedgerows survive. 41% (1km?). Atlas
2000: all squares

West Berks: frequent and locally abundant throughout. A giant form, with leaves the size of Marsh
Marigolds and curious double flowers grows in great abundance on the verge at California Farm,
south of Farnborough [435805]. Atlas 2000: all squares

Ranunculus ficaria subsp. bulbilifer Lambinon
Ficaria bulbifera Holub

Occasional on waysides and plantations throughout, typically on disturbed ground. After flowering,
there are fawn-coloured egg-like tubers in the leaf axils. Under-recorded but probably widespread,
even though it is much less common than subsp. ficaria in semi-natural habitats.

Silwood Park: robust plants in bare patches in grassy ground in the verge of London Road, opposite
Knight Frank (1985-2004).
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East Berks: more frequent in disturbed grassy places than in woodland. Occasional throughout.
Reading, Bracknell, Maidenhead, Cookham, Windsor. Locally frequent on badger mounds in the
banks of a shady sunken path between Warren Row and Hurley [8181] in 2004.

West Berks: occasional throughout, as at Little Coxwell and Longcot [29], Newbury [46],
Kennington [50]

Ranunculus ficaria subsp. ficariiformis (F.W. Schultz) Rouy and Foucaud
Ranunculus ficariiformis F. Schultz

East Berks: a rare garden escape. Reading.

Ranunculus ficaria subsp. chrysocephalus P.D. Sell

East Berks: a rare garden escape. Windsor.

Water crowfoots (Ranunculus Subgenus Batrachium (DC) A. Gray )

The white flowered water buttercups with hair-like (capillary) submerged leaves (in which form they
often overwinter) and sometimes terrestrial summer leaves that are more obviously buttercup-like.
Except in the cleanest chalk streams, the water crowfoots are in serious trouble. They are present in
greatly reduced abundance in polluted surface waters and have suffered enormously from draining
and stream cleaning operations. The taxonomy of the group is now well worked out (Stace, 1997), but
a complete understanding of the distributions of species within Berkshire still requires more work.

Ranunculus hederaceus L. Ivy-leaved Crowfoot hyd 6 1

Shallow streams, muddy borders of ponds, wet places; rare and decreasing.
NVC: A8; 0V 35

East Berks: Coleman’s Moor (RDG), Blackwater, Windsor Great Park in 1888, Wellington College,
Sandhurst, Finchampstead (OXF), Arborfield, Riseley, Ambarrow (RNG), Bulmarsh, Warren Row.
Still at Bearwood, Chapel Green near Wokingham and Shinfield Grange (RNG). Atlas 2000: no
records.

West Berks: first recorded in 1858 from South Hinksey church (OXF). Much reduced; 25 of Druce’s
29 localities are lost, including all of the Thames-side locations. Survives only in the Kennet Valley
e.g. [4167]: Hamstead Marshall [46], Turners Green [56], Mortimer [66]. Atlas 2000: [36], [46], [56]

Ranunculus omiophyllus Ten. Round-leaved Crowfoot hel 5
Ranunculus lenormandii F. Schultz
Ranunculus hederaceus L. subsp. omiophyllus (Ten.) Cout.

A local speciality of ferruginous swamps and flooded tracks. All its leaves are laminar, and divided to
less than half way. The sepals are reflexed and the achenes glabrous. Told from R. hederaceus by
petals > 4.5mm, much longer than sepals (2-3 times). Found in sun or shade on wet mud and in
shallow acid ponds and streams in heathy districts. Local and rather rare.

NVC: A 11
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Ascot: one of the surviving specialities of Sunningwell Bog. A single plant on bare drying mud
beneath Salix cinerea in the north-west corner of the Bog [927683] in May 1980; still there in 2002.
On 18 May 2003 there were two good patches, each more than 1m across, in standing water next to
the sunken tin bath tub, with Carex viridula subsp. oedocarpa and Dryopteris carthusiana. A single
plant beneath birch, by the ferruginous ditch that runs through the middle of Wells Wood [932684].
North side of the railway on Whitmoor Bog [8968] in 1999. In deep tractor ruts in two places near the
crossroads of the grassy tracks on Icehouse Hill close to the Lime Avenue in Swinley Park [895675]
on 20 May 2003. Not in Silwood Park

East Berks: confined to acid ponds on the Bagshot sands in the south of the area. Rare and decreasing.
Bagshot Heath in 1871, Blackwater below Finchampstead, ditch near Bracknell, Windsor Park,
Swinley, Wokingham. Finchampstead Leas [7560], Heath Lake at Crowthorne (RNG) [8365],
Bracknell [8565]. Locally frequent on the margins of Heath Lake in 1994. By a shallow muddy pond
to the east of Wokingham [8326 6895] in April 2003. Atlas 2000: [76], [86], [97]

West Berks: no records.

Ranunculus trichophyllus Chaix Thread-leaved Water-crowfoot hyd 3
Ranunculus drouetii F. Schultz

Still shallow ponds in a range of wetland habitats. The earliest water-crowfoot to flower (March-
April).
NVC: A 1,8,9,11,20; OV 35; S 23

East Berks: Winter Hill, Wargrave, Arborfield, White Waltham, Stubbings Heath. Ponds, ditches and
gravel pits with nutrient rich water. Bearwood, Twyford, Cookham Down. Absent from east of 80.
Atlas 2000: [76], [77], [87], [88]

West Berks: Little Coxwell [29], Childrey [38], Buckland and Denchworth [39], Chieveley and
Chapel Wood [47], Cothill, Marcham (LAN), Ardingtonmead Farm and Frilford [49], Newbridge and
Wytham [40], Abingdon, Didcot and Radley [59], Pingewood [66], Tidmarsh [67] Atlas 2000: [28],
[29], [36], [38], [39], [46], [47], [49], [40], [57], [59], [66], [67]

Ranunculus aquatilis L. Common Water-crowfoot hyd 5
Ranunculus heterophyllus Wigg.

Shallow water of rivers, ponds, brooks and ditches on nutrient rich mud, flowering in May and June.
Cattle-poached pond edges are a favoured habitat, often growing with R. trichophyllus, Glyceria
Sfluitans, Lemna minor and Callitriche obtusangula.

East Berks: local and uncommon: Whistely Green (RNG), Wargrave, Pudders Farm [808811], Cock
Marsh. Atlas 2000: no records.

West Berks: Buscot and Little Coxwell [29], meadows under Wytham [40], R. Enborne [56], R. Pang
[57], Mortimer (RNG) and Burghfield (RDG) [66], in the Thames at Pangbourne [67]. Atlas 2000:
[46], [40], [56]

Ranunculus x virzionensis A.Felix = R. aquatilis x R. peltatus

East Berks: Stokes Farm, Wokingham [8065] in 1918 (RNG).
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Ranunculus peltatus Schrank Pond Water-crowfoot hyd 5
Ranunculus aquatilis L. subsp. peltatus (Schrank) Syme

Ponds, ditches and calcareous streams and gravel pits. Capillary leaves shorter than internodes, with
divergent segments and less than 100 ultimate segments. Often found in the upper reaches of chalk
streams that dry out in summer (replaced downstream in deeper and more permanent water by R.
penicillatus subsp. pseudofluitans).

NVC: A 2,11,12,20,23; OV 32

East Berks: Woodley (LAN), Wokingham, Earley, Winkfield, Arborfield, Shurlock Row, Blackwater,
plentiful in Virginia Water, Wargrave, Cookham, Maidenhead, Binfield, Ruscombe. Moor Green
Lakes nature reserve [8062] in 2001. Atlas 2000: [76], [87], [88], [97]

West Berks: specimens from Bradfield (RDG) and Theale (RDG) [67] in 1916. Lechlade [29] to
Wytham [40], Inkpen [36], Lambourn [37], Wantage [38], Hamstead Marshall and Newbury [46],
Beedon [47], llsley [48], Abingdon [49], Aldermaston [56], Hampstead Norreys and Bucklebury [57],
Burghfield [66], Tidmarsh [67]. Atlas 2000: [36], [37], [38], [46], [47], [40], [56], [66]

Ranunculus penicillatus (Dumort.) Bab. Stream Water-crowfoot hyd 5
Ranunculus penicillatus subsp. pseudofluitans (Syme) S.D. Webster

Batrachium penicillatum Dumort.

Ranunculus aquatilis L. var. pseudofluitans Syme

Ranunculus pseudofluitans (Syme) Newbould ex Baker and Foggitt

Ranunculus aquatilis L. subsp. pseudofluitans (Syme) Clapham

Ranunculus calcareus Butcher

Our commonest and most widely distributed deep-water crowfoot, often forming dense beds which
span the entire channel. Quiet pools on the river are white with its blossom. Typically replaced in
more sluggish or eutrophic rives by other kinds of aquatic plants like Myriophyllum spicatum or
Potamogeton spp. Pollution sensitive, but responds quickly to improvements in water quality.
Capillary leaves usually 6-8 x forked, ultimate segments more than 100 (or > 200).

NVC: A 15,17

East Berks: commonest in the R. Loddon as at Swallowfield, but also in the R. Thames at Sonning,
Reading, and Wargrave, and at Smallmead [7169]. In The Cut where it flows next to the M4
Motorway at Beenhams Heath [8575]. Atlas 2000: [76], [77], [87]

West Berks: locally dominant in fast flowing calcareous streams like the Rivers Lambourn, Pang and
Kennet. Wantage [38], Welford Park, Boxford and Winterbourne [47], Wytham [40], Brimpton [56],
Stanford Dingley [57], Cholsey and Blewbury [58], Tidmarsh [67], and the Kennet from Hungerford
[36] to Reading [67]. Atlas 2000: [29], [36], [37], [46], [47], [49], [40], [56], [57], [58], [59], [67]

Ranunculus fluitans Lam. River Water-crowfoot hyd 6 1

Rivers and fast-flowing calcareous streams. Flowering from June onwards. Often replaces R.
penicillatus subsp. pseudofluitans downstream where the water is deeper, faster flowing and more
eutrophic. Hard to separate from R. penicillatus subsp. pseudofluitans and R. peltatus (see Stace 1997
for details). Capillary leaves seldom more than 4x forked.

NVC: A 19;S23
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East Berks: locally abundant in Druce’s time at Sonning, Sandford Mill, Henley, between Wargrave
and Maidenhead and in the Thames at Reading. Probably extinct in the Lower Thames by Bowen’s
time. Atlas 2000: no records.

West Berks: confined to the larger rivers: R. Cole above and below [204988], R. Thames at
Faringdon [29], Northmoor Lock and Wytham [40], R. Kennet at Hungerford and Kintbury (RNG)
[36], Hamstead Marshall and Newbury [46] and Woolhampton, Thatcham and Aldermaston [56].
Enborne at Brimpton [56]. In the R. Kennet at [5265] and [5666] in 2006 (D. Broughton). Atlas 2000:
[46]

Ranunculus circinatus Sibth. Fan-leaved Water-crowfoot hyd 6 |
Ranunculus divaricatus Schrank

Ponds, ditches, gravel pits, canals, and streams. Rather common and widely distributed in a range of
still water habitats between 1m and 3m deep (it is intolerant of desiccation). Relatively easy to
identify: all leaves capillary, rigid and circular in outline, with all the segments lying in the same
plane. Apparently much less common than in Druce’s time as a result of habitat destruction (water
pollution, filling in of farm ponds, loss of ditches following conversion of grazing land to arable,
etc.).

NVC: A 3,5,8,11,15,20; OV 32

East Berks: very local. Bearwood Lake (RNG), Sandhurst [829614], South Lake [755722]. Atlas
2000: [76], [77], [86], [96]

West Berks: specimens from [49] Abingdon (OXF) in 1852 and Marcham (OXF) in 1895,
Pangbourne (HULL) [67] in 1897. Buscot Lake [29], Newbury [46], Aldermaston (LAN) and
Brimpton pit [56], Radley [59], Kennington pit and South Hinksey [50]. Atlas 2000: [29], [40], [56],
[59], [50]

4 Ranunculus R. aconitifolius ‘Flore Pleno’, R. constantinopolitanus ‘Plenus’, R. crenatus, R.
ficaria ‘Brazen Hussy’, R. ficaria ‘Collarette’, R. gramineus, R. montanus ‘Molten Gold’

Adonis annua L. Pheasant’s-eye oth7

Cornfields on gravelly or chalky soil, local, rare and mostly casual.
NVC: OV 15

East Berks: a rare weed at Wargrave (1897). At Stratfield Saye in 1986. Not seen since.

West Berks: the first records (1809) were from around Yattendon [57]. Other nineteenth century
records from Wantage (LAN) [38], Aston Tirrold (RNG), the Streatley area (RNG and RDG) and
Aston Upthorpe [58], South Hinksey (OXF) [50], Theale (RDG) [67]. The most recent records were
from arable land in the vicinity of Aston Upthorpe and Aston Tirrold in 1977. Atlas 2000: no records.

Myosurus minimus L. Mousetail th 4 |

A rarity of damp arable fields on gravelly or flinty soil. Seasonally inundated ground, gateways and
suchlike, subject to trampling, compaction and poaching by horses or cattle, or on cultivated ground,
gardens or grassland margins. A sporadic and unpredictable arable weed. Subject to competitive
exclusion by vigorous grasses and herbs if grazing is stopped. Much reduced in Berkshire. Druce says
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it is “very local but abundant where it does occur”. Bowen says it is “very local and sporadic”. Now it
is simply rare.
NVC: OV 21

East Berks: Old Windsor, Windsor (1913), Cookham, Finchampstead, Sonning; Shinfield (1977),
Great Lea Common (1988), Sonning (1951), Maiden Erleigh (1977), Whiteknights Park (1986),
Wokingham (1952). Rare or absent to the east of 80. One of the most reliable spots to see Mousetail
is by the track between Great Lee Common and the M4 Motorway [707687]. <1% (1km?). Atlas
2000: [76], [77], [88]

West Berks: early records from Frilsham (RNG) [57] in 1896 and Burghfield (RDG) [66] in 1911.
Hungerford [36], Enborne and Newbury [46], Snelsmore Common and Peasemore [47], Beenham
and Thatcham [56], Cholsey [58], Home Farm at Little Wittenham, Didcot (OXF) and Radley [59],
Mortimer and Beenham [66], Sulham and Calcot [67]. In a field margin at Little Wittenham Nature
Reserve [563919] (Kevin Walker). Absent from the north and the west. Atlas 2000: [36], [46], [47],
[56], [57], [58], [59], [50], [66]

Aquilegia vulgaris L. Columbine ehp57

Woods and thickets and rarely in marshes. A quintessential cottage garden plant, self-seeding freely
and found on all kinds of waste ground in towns and villages. All the Berkshire plants are garden
escapes.

Silwood Park: occasional in the churchyard at Ashurst in the shadier parts (both pink and dark purple
flowers), and self-sown in the herbaceous borders by the Horticultural Greenhouses. In the roadside at
Sunninghill crossroads and throughout Cheapside Village. A few plants in the 2-year old post-fallow
community in Silwood Bottom in May 2003.

Ascot: locally frequent on graves in Sunningdale churchyard.

East Berks: Bisham Wood, Finchampstead, Wargrave, Bulmarsh, Long Moor. Widespread as a
garden escape. Common on the verge of the M4 Motorway at Reading in 2002. 42% (1km?). Atlas
2000: all squares

West Berks: first recorded in 1916 from between Tilehurst and Sulham (RDG) [67]. Tubney Wood
[40] was once thought to be a possible native site, along with Park Wood, Hampstead Norreys [57]
but it is unlikely to have escaped attention if it really was native in these well-recorded places. Masses
of dark-purple-flowered plants in the east-bound verge of the M4 motorway where it passes through
the deep cutting at [5773] in May 2004. By the Hampshire border at Aldern Bridge [46]. Widespread
as a garden escape. Atlas 2000: all squares

9 Aquilegia  A. alpina, A. atrata, A. barnebyi, A. bertolonii, A. caerulea, A. canadensis, A.
chrysantha, A. ‘Dragonfly’, A. flabellata, A. formosa, A. fragrans, A. ‘Hensol Harebell’, A.
longissima, A. ‘McKana’, A. viridiflora, A. vulgaris ‘Adelaide Addison’, A. vulgaris ‘Nivea’, A.
vulgaris var. stellata ‘Nora Barlow’, A. vulgaris Vervaeneana group, A. vulgaris ‘William Guinness’

Thalictrum aquilegiifolium L. French Meadow-rue e h6

A tall perennial border plant, occasionally naturalised in long grass.
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Silwood Park: formerly long established (pre-1970) by the Holm Oak on Rookery Slope, between the
Ashurst Road and the Ashurst Path. Last seen in 1989. The tussocky Dactylis grassland in which it
grew has long since been grazed flat by rabbits and replaced by Agrostis/Festuca grassland. One plant
on the cinder path by the Tennis Court in August 1986, a self-sown escape from the nearby
herbaceous border. The plants in the perennial bed at The Greenhouses were much reduced in July
2007 after 20 years of neglect.

East Berks: locally common in Sonning [7575] in 2002 and in Frogmore [9776] in 2003. 1% (1km?).
Atlas 2000: [76], [77], [86], [96], [97]

West Berks: Kingston Bagpuize [4098] in July 2003. Atlas 2000: [36]
Thalictrum flavum L. Common Meadow-rue h 7

Sides of ditches, brooks and rivers, wet meadows and damp woodland. Locally common. Also grown
as an herbaceous border plant in gardens, and occasionally escaping. In leaf, it might be mistaken for
a robust umbellifer with its large, dark green pinnate leaves, and rounded, three lobed leaflets.

NVC: M 22,27, MG 4; W 5

East Berks: in meadows all along the Thames from Reading, Sonning, Wargrave and Cookham. Park
Place, Hurley, Wargrave, Windsor, Old Windsor, near the Loddon at Hall Farm, Arborfield, and the
Blackwater below Finchampstead. 3% ( 1km?). Atlas 2000: all except [96]

West Berks: occasional along the Thames all the way from Lechlade [29] to Reading [67] and the
Kennet from Hungerford [36] to Reading [67]. Early specimens from Sulham (RDG) in 1913 and
Tilehurst (LAN) [67] in 1957. Atlas 2000: all except [37], [38], [47], [48]

Thalictrum minus L. Lesser Meadow-rue e h 6

A much smaller plant, told from 7. flavum by its pendent (not stiffly erect) stamens, achenes with 8-
10 (not 6) ribs, and by its rather square leaflets (not, or only a little longer than wide).

Silwood Park: very local, but long persistent (1984-2004), dominating four adjacent graves in the
lower part of the central section of St Michael’s churchyard at Ashurst [9406 6860], centred on the
grave of Leonard Higgs Heydon, d. 1932.

Ascot: no other records.

East Berks: not in Druce. Casual colonist of garden origin, Wellington College (1960), Bray
churchyard (1969), garden wall in Reading in 1970 (RNG). Garden escapes recorded recently from
Three Mile Cross, Whitley, Earley, Arborfield Garrison, South Twyford, Eastheath, Chapel Green,
North Crowthorne, College Town, North Hanworth, Shottesbrooke, Littlewick Green, Bisham,
Pinkneys Green, Dial Close, Maidenhead, Winter Hill, Cookham, Bray Court, Old Windsor. On a
wall at Winter Hill in 2000. 2% (1km?).

West Berks: casual on Newbury rubbish tip [46] in 1961.

§ Thalictrum 7. aquilegiifolium, T. aquilegiifolium var. album, T. aquilegiifolium ‘Thundercloud’,
T. delavayi, T. flavum subsp. glaucum, T. kiusianum, T. rochebruneanum
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BERBERIDACEAE
Epimedium pinnatum subsp. colchicum Boiss. Barren-wort e hr 4

A common garden plant used for ground cover in partial shade, occasionally found as an outcast. Its
flowering stem is leafless (cf. E. alpinum which has a stem-leaf) and the inflorescence has few if any
glandular hairs.

Silwood Park: well naturalized in two places on the Science Park; the inflorescence is eglandular, and
the leaves turn vivid red in winter.

East Berks: Whiteknights Park [7371] in a plantation (1985). The Holt [8078] in 1999, Stubbings
[8481] in 2000 and Hurley [8284] in 2003.

West Berks: in the graveyard on the western edge of Blewbury [5285] in 2002.

9 Epimedium E. acuminatum, E. alpinum, E. X cantabrigiense, E. grandiflorum, E. grandiflorum
‘Lilafee’, E. grandiflorum ‘Rose Queen’, E. X perralchicum ‘Frohnleiten’, E. pinnatum subsp.
colchicum, E. perralderianum, E. X rubrum, E. X versicolor ‘Sulphureum’, E. X warleyense, E. X
youngianum ‘Niveum’, E. X youngianum ‘Roseum’

9 Vancouveria V. chrysantha, V. hexandra
Berberis vulgaris L. Barberry ens5l

Hedges and old walls in low-lying districts; local and rare. Discovered in the nineteenth century to be
a host plant for the black rust fungus of wheat, so many barberry hedges were grubbed out and
replaced by hawthorn and blackthorn.

Ascot: no records. Not in Silwood Park.

East Berks: planted at Frogmore. Mostly found as single bushes; Twyford Mill, Remenham,
Finchampstead Ridges, Ashley Hill, White Waltham. Quite widespread, but very uncommon. Atlas
2000: [77], [78], [86], [87], [88], [97]

West Berks: Watchfield (RNG) in 1935 [29], Standen [36], between the Hideaway and Carswell
Home Farm, Buckland [39], Hamstead Park [46], Harwell and Lockinge [48], Kingston Bagpuize and
Dry Sandford Pit (where it was also planted in the 1990s) [49], in a hedge in the vineyard at Cumnor,
on the ruined walls of Godstow Nunnery, Youlbury and Wytham [40], Bagley Wood and South
Hinksey [50], Beenham [56], Compton [57], Aston Tirrold [58], Barton Court [59], Pangbourne [67],
grounds of Wallingford castle [68]. Post-2000 records from Buscot [2298], an ancient hedge near
Ashampstead Common [572750] and Dry Sandford Pit [4699]. Atlas 2000: [29], [36], [46], [49],
[40], [571, [58], [59], [501, [67], [68], [69]

Berberis thunbergii DC. Thunberg’s Barberry enb5
A deciduous bush with glabrous twigs and simple spines (not 3-partite) often grown in purple-leaved

forms (the ‘Atropurpurea group’). Very widely planted in gardens and landscaping schemes.
Conspicuous in autumn when the foliage turns vivid colours.
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Silwood Park: in front of the Manor House, and on the Science Park. Self-sown in a few places.

East Berks: common in Maidenhead and other large towns, occasionally self-sown. 1% (1km?).

West Berks: on waste ground in Abingdon [4997] in July 2002.

Berberis glaucocarpa Stapf Great Barberry enb
A large, semi-evergreen shrub notable for its profusion of blue-black berries heavily covered with a
white bloom. Flowers in racemes with a common peduncle, the flowers are yellow (not orange) and
the leaves are larger (2.5-8cm) which distinguish the plant from the much common B. darwinii.

West Berks: on waste ground in Newbury in 2000.

Berberis wilsoniae Hemsl. Mrs Wilson’s Barberry enb
A deciduous bush with minutely pubescent stems and 3-partite spines.

Silwood Park: planted on the Science Park in 1987 and at Ashurst in 1990. No sign of regeneration.
West Berks: in chalk scrub at Aston Tirrold [58] in 1965.

Berberis aggregata C.K. Schneid. Clustered Barberry enb

A dense, deciduous bush with toothed leaves (not entire; cf. B. wilsoniae and B. thunbergii) typically
less than 1.5m tall.

Silwood Park: self-sown on the Science Park in 2001 from material planted in 1987.
Berberis gagnepainii C.K. Schneid. Gagnepain’s Barberry ens5"7

A big, thorny plant, told from B. julianae by it round twigs, lacking raised ridges and its fruit with a
sessile stigma. Narrow, undulate leaves with 3 or more spines on each edge.

Silwood Park: planted on the Science Park and producing seedlings from bird dispersed seeds.

East Berks: planted as vandal-proof hedging by security conscious developers on industrial estates
and business parks in Bracknell [86], Reading, Maidenhead [88], etc. 1% (1km?).

Berberis julianae C.K. Schneid. Chinese Barberry enb5

A tall (to 3m) big-leaved evergreen species (leaves > 3cm, with 3 or more spiny teeth on each edge)
with massive spines, told from B. gagnepainii by the fruit, which has a distinct style (not a sessile
stigma) and by the ridged (not round) twigs. Commonly planted in landscaping schemes to deter
incomers.

Silwood Park: bird-sown in the shrubbery opposite South Lodge next to the Tractor Sheds; 1979-
2004. In the hedge between Ashurst Lodge and St Michael’s Church where it is 3m tall. Planted on
the Science Park but not yet naturalised there.
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East Berks: common in the larger towns like Reading and Maidenhead in landscaping schemes on
modern industrial estates, and occasionally self-sown, as at Loddon Mouth [7778].

West Berks: waste ground in Abingdon [4997] in July 2002.

Berberis buxifolia Lam. Box-leaved Barberry eni4
The small dark green leaves are obovate, with flat (not revolute) margins.

East Berks: rare on waste ground near Reading Station in 1998.

Berberis darwinii Hook. Darwin’s Barberry en3"?

Dark, glossy, neat, 3-toothed evergreen leaves 1-3cm, and very early, bright orange flowers. The
spines (< lem) are shorter than in B. glaucocarpa (1-3cm). Seeding freely in walls, paving cracks and
on waste ground in towns and villages. Produces huge quantities of bird-dispersed fruits.

Silwood Park: bird-sown in stonework on the rim of the Lily Pond. The same plant has survived since
1979, despite repeated attempts at removal. Self-sown (only 2m from the parent bush) on compacted
sandy ground on the base of the Cocoa Greenhouse in June 2000 following demolition in 1997. Self-
sown on the rockery at South Lodge in 2001. Abundant in the shrubbery at Virginia Water Lodge in
2004.

Ascot: a single seedling on 16 September 2003, on bare ground on the demolition site in Sunninghill
[939683] where the long-empty houses of Matthews Court had stood until the site was bulldozed in
ecarly 2003.

East Berks: on the ancient flint walls of Reading Abbey. Common on the railway banks at West
Reading Station, and by the R. Thames in Maidenhead. In and near towns and villages; 6% (1km?).
Atlas 2000: all except [78]

West Berks: Great Shefford [37], North Heath [47], Frilford Heath [49]. On the dank stone steps of
the cellar of Wantage church [3987] in 2004. Atlas 2000: [28], [29], [37], [49], [67]

Berberis x stenophylla Lindl. Hedge Barberry en4?

One of the most popular garden shrubs whose long, arching branches are wreathed in yellow flowers
in April. Dark green, narrow, needle-like leaves with revolute margins, and flowers in bundles
without a common peduncle.

Silwood Park: probably the most frequent of the garden barberries, all round the Manor House and
the Science Park. Self-sowing, but less frequently than B. darwinii.

East Berks: mass-planted on industrial estates in Windsor, Maidenhead, Bracknell, Wokingham and
Reading in 1995-2000. Self-sown in Swallowfield [7264], West Reading [7073], Whitley [7270],
Bracknell Town Football Club car park [8§769], Cookham Dean [8785], Harvest Hill [8879], Holyport
[8977] and Maidenhead [9081] in 2002. 2% (lkmz).

West Berks: landscaping schemes in Newbury [4767], Botley [4806], Aldermaston [6163] and
Mortimer [6764].
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9§ Berberis B. aggregata, B. buxifolia ‘Pygmaea’, B. calliantha, B. dictyophylla, B. X frikartii
‘Amstelveen’, B. gagnepainii var. lanceifolia, B. glaucocarpa, B. ‘Goldilocks’, B. X interposita
‘Wallich’s Purple’, B. jamesiana, B. julianae, B. linearifolia ‘Orange King’, B. X lologensis ‘ Apricot
Queen’, B. X lologensis ‘Mystery Fire’, B. X media ‘Parkjuweel’, B. X media ‘Red Jewel’, B. X
ottawensis ‘Superba’, B. X stenophylla, B. X stenophylla ‘Corallina Compacta’, B. X stenophylla
‘Irwinii’, B. temolaica, B. temolaica, B. thunbergii, B. thunbergii f. atropurpurea, B. thunbergii
‘Atropurpurea Nana’, B. thunbergii ‘Aurea’, B. thunbergii ‘Bagatelle’, B. thunbergii ‘Dart’s Red
Lady’, B. thunbergii ‘Golden Ring’, B. thunbergii ‘Green Carpet’, B. thunbergii ‘Harlequin’, B.
thunbergii ‘Helmond Pillar’, B. thunbergii ‘Kelleriis’, B. thunbergii ‘Kobold’, B. thunbergii ‘Red
Chief’, B. thunbergii ‘Rose Glow’, B. verruculosa, B. wilsoniae

Mabhonia aquifolium (Pursh) Nutt. Oregon-grape en1?
Berberis aquifolium Pursh

A common garden plant found in hedge-bottoms and on waste ground in towns and villages
throughout. Planted on many of the larger estates as pheasant cover, and thoroughly naturalized in
plantation woodlands and shrubberies. Bowen has it as “in small quantity, persistent”.

Silwood Park: scattered throughout, very locally dominant as in partial shade at Drive Cedars (1979-
87); this population was destroyed when the lawn was extended after the big cedar was felled in 1987.
There is a single, long-lived individual in a remote site in acid grassland at Gravel Pit (13 April 2008)
close to the electricity pole.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m> 10,000 m>
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Ascot: in a hedge-bottom on the Broomhall lands in Sunningdale in 2003.

East Berks: not in Druce. Plantations and hedges, in small quantity. Now locally frequent and widely
distributed in all the towns, and most villages. In the churchyard at Binfield. 26% (1km?). Atlas 2000:
all squares

West Berks: first record from Padworth (LAN) in 1956 [6166]. Common on path-sides around Buscot
Lock [29]. Atlas 2000: all squares

The National Collection of Mahonia is held in Valley Gardens and Savill Gardens at Virginia Water
and comprises 27 species and 51 cultivars.

4 Mahonia M. aquifolium ‘Apollo’, M. aquifolium ‘Atropurpurea’, M. aquifolium ‘Smaragd’, M.
Japonica, M. japonica ‘Bealei’, M. lomariifolia, M. x media ‘Buckland’, M. x media ‘Charity’, M. x

media ‘Lionel Fortescue’, M. x media ‘Winter Sun’, M. x wagneri ‘Undulata’

§ Nandina N. domestica , N. domestica ‘Fire Power’, N. domestica ‘Harbor Dwarf’, N. domestica
var. leucocarpa, N. domestica ‘Nana Purpurea’, N. domestica ‘Pygmaea’, N. domestica ‘Richmond’

4 Podophyllum P. hexandrum, P. peltatum
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LARDIZABALACEAE
9 Akebia A. quinnata

94| Decaisnea D. fargesii D. Black Knight group, D. Galahad group, D. grandiflorum ‘Blue Butterfly’,
D. Guinevere group, D. King Arthur group, D. nudicaule, D. requienii, D. Summer Skies group, D.
tatsienense

9 Holboellia H. coriacea, H. latifolia

9 Stauntonia S. hexaphylla

PAPAVERACEAE

Papaver pseudoorientale (Fedde) Medw. Oriental Poppy e hr 6
Papaver bracteatum Lindley var. pseudoorientale Fedde
Papaver orientale auct., non L.

The common perennial poppy of cottage gardens and herbaceous borders. Often out-growing its place
in the garden and occasionally found as an outcast on waste ground in towns and villages.

East Berks: first recorded in Reading in 1979. Riseley, Earley, Eversley Bridge, Fleet Copse,
Finchampstead, West Reading, Warren Lodge, Woodley, Winnersh, Sonning, Bisham, Ruscombe,
Twyford, Wescott, College Town, Savernake Park, West End, Littlewick Green, Binfield Park,
Shottesbrooke, Altmore, Little Foxley, Holyport, Maidenhead, Bracknell, Foliejon Park, Hall Place,
Hurley, Bray, Bray Wick, West Dedworth, Windsor. 8% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all except [78].

West Berks: in villages throughout, but always in small quantity. First recorded in Lambourn [37] in
1962. Atlas 2000: [28], [29], [36], [37], [38], [46], [48], [49], [56], [57], [58], [67], [68]

Papaver atlanticum (Ball) Coss. Atlas Poppy o hr6
Papaver rupifragum Boiss. & Reuter var. atlanticum Ball
Papaver lateritium sensu R.W. Robb., non Koch

East Berks: a single record from the east of Whiteknights Park [7371] in 1970.

West Berks: waste ground in Abingdon [49] in 1962, Hermitage [57] in 1965. Over-recorded in the
past for P. pseudoorientale.

Papaver somniferum L. Opium Poppy oth7 1
Papaver somniferum subsp. somniferum
Papaver somniferum L. subsp. hortense (Hussenot) Syme

One of the commonest cottage garden plants. Widespread as a self-sown escape in towns and villages
throughout on waste ground, in pavement cracks and as a garden weed. A wide range of petal colours
(from white and pink to red and dark purple), spotting (from plain to distinctly black-blotched),
degrees of petal dissection (entire to deeply ragged) and petal doubleness (single to fully double pom-
poms) are found. In Druce’s time, the white flowered form was the commonest, but now the rather
wan, mauve form is the most abundant.
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Silwood Park: a very common seed bank species, popping up following soil disturbance (e.g. tree-
felling), but abundant only close to buildings. Not an arable weed, and only once recorded in crops (in
wheat in the north-east corner of Silwood Bottom; 11 July 1980). Abundant in the early years
following construction of the Science Park (1987-90); frequently imported with topsoil. Several
plants in flower in the gravel strip beside the CABI Quarantine Greenhouse on 4 June 2007. From the
seed bank at Silwood Lodge in July 2009 following removal of the Thuja occidentalis ‘Rheingold’
hedge in December 2008. From the seed-bank by the new road to the renovated Silwood Farm on 29
August 2011.
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Ascot: frequent on the topsoil pile at the junction of Coronation Road and South Ascot during
construction of the two new houses at Ravens Corner in May 2004. Very abundant, with frilled purple
petals, on pavements in the vicinity of 66 Upper Village Road in Sunninghill on 28 May 2004.

East Berks: rather rare in Druce’s time: Wargrave, Reading, Farley Hill, Twyford, Maidenhead,
Ascot. Now common throughout, especially where garden soil has been used in roadside landscaping,
as at Braywoodside roundabout in 2002. Frequent and locally abundant on the enormous soil pile
overlooking Drift Road at Silver Springs Farm on 17 June 2008 in a range of colour forms and petal
dissections. 40% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: first recorded from East Illsley [4981] in 1844 and Ashridge Wood [4978] in 1897, but
not recorded from Pangbourne [6277] until 1972. On the ruins of the Prince of Wales pub at Challow
Station [3590], and a common weed of wheat in fields along The Fair Mile leading up to the
Ridgeway [5582] in July 2002. An amazing spectrum of different-coloured cultivars on tipped topsoil
in the Chilton railway cutting [4985] in June 2004. Atlas 2000: all squares

Papaver somniferum subsp. setigerum (DC.) Arcang. o th 7
Papaver setigerum DC.

This has bristly (not smooth) stems, leaves and sepals, and should be looked for on tips, etc.
East Berks: Reading tip.
Papaver rhoeas L. Common Poppy oth 6

Cornfields and waste places, dry arable land, set-aside and disturbed ground; commonest on chalk and
clay. In Druce’s time, the cornfields on the shoulders of some of the hills overlooking the Thames
valley between Goring and Reading presented a beautiful sight from the profusion of growth of the
red poppy. Much less common than formerly as a result of effective herbicide use. Some modern
farmers encourage it as a food source for game birds by leaving an unsprayed margin round their
cornfields. Told from P. dubium by its almost square (not elongated) capsules, and by its greater
number of stigma rays (8-12 rather than 7-9).

NVC: MG 1; OV 3,7-9,13-16,18,19,21,24,25

Silwood Park: an uncommon and ephemeral ruderal (our common poppy is P. dubium). In wheat in
Silwood Bottom and Ashurst Four Acre Field in 1980 (and still rare in both places in 2005). One
plant on waste ground by the Header House in July 1994. Recent records from Oak Mead,
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Churchyard, Cheapside, roadside opposite the Cannon. In the fallow at Pound Hill in 2001 it was
outnumbered about 10 to 1 by P. dubium in a good poppy year; rare in July 2005. In July 2004, from
imported topsoil used to landscape the lysimeters at Ashurst in late 2003. It was one of the 60 species
sown in the high diversity plots of the Tilman Experiment. Along with Centaurea cyanus it was one
of the most abundant species in the first year (June 1992). It subsequently declined with increasing
competition from grasses (gone from Blocks H and J by 2000), but it was still present on two plots in
Block G in July 2004 and in Block G (right) on 28 July 2007. Locally frequent as the only poppy at
Pound Hill on 16 June 2008. The only poppy in Ashurst Four Acre Field in July 2011. From the seed-
bank by the new road to the renovated Silwood Farm on 29 August 2011.

Ascot: locally common in South Ascot on dumped soil on the edge of the freshly levelled playing
fields: 10 July 2001. Very common in a gravelled front-garden on Victoria Road, South Ascot in June
2004.

East Berks: less common than P. dubium except in the arable districts on the clay. Frequent on field
margins at Shottesbrooke. Uncommon on the enormous soil pile overlooking Drift Road at Silver
Springs Farm on 17 June 2008. 35% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: on the ruins of the Prince of Wales pub at Challow Station [3590] in July 2002. Fallow
at Faringdon [29] in 2004 (Plate 1). Atlas 2000: all squares

Papaver x hungaricum Borbas = P. rhoeas x P. dubium

West Berks: Kintbury (OXF) [36] in 1892, and Cothill pit and Fyfield [49] in 1972.

Papaver dubium subsp. dubium L. Long-headed Poppy oth 6

Cornfields, dry arable land, disturbed waste ground, cinder tracks and wall-tops; generally distributed
but commonest on acid sandy soils. Told from P. rhoeas by its elongated capsules and fewer stigma
rays (7-9 not 8-12).

NVC: MG 1; OV 3,9,17

Silwood Park: frequent and widespread in arable and fallow on acid sandy soils. Occasional in the
seed bank beneath grassland, appearing after soil disturbance. Much commoner on the October-
cultivated plots at Pound Hill Disturbance Experiment than on spring cultivated plots (early April or
late May cultivated). May-June 2007 was a very poor poppy season on the cultivation timing
experiment (as elsewhere) after a very dry spring. Very abundant in the nearby Pound Hill Fallow in
June 2002. Particularly abundant in Silwood Bottom on 8 May 2004 after cultivation of that part of
the field had been missed for 18 months. Uncommon on imported topsoil at Ashurst lysimeters in
May 2004. Rare, from the seedbank beneath old grassland in the broom plot on Nash’s Slope in May
2004. The very dry April meant that 2007 was a very poor poppy year on all the cultivated plots at
Pound Hill. Common in the seed bank beneath the fenced cultivated plot in Block E in Nash’s Field
on 28 July 2007. Very abundant seed set, but over a protracted season with no mass-flowering, on the
October-cultivated plots at Pound Hill in 2009. Rare as rosettes on 16 September 2009 after Pound
Hill Field had been ploughed and harrowed in July 2009 for the first time since the Prosamo
Experiment in 1990. Very rare from the seed-bank by the new road to the renovated Silwood Farm on
29 August 2011.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m” 10,000 m?
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Ascot: this is the common poppy of the district.

East Berks: about half as frequent as P. rhoeas overall. Uncommon on the enormous soil pile
overlooking Drift Road at Silver Springs Farm on 17 June 2008. 13% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: widespread; least common in the Kennet valley and Lambourn Downs. Atlas 2000: all
squares

Papaver dubium subsp. lecoqii (Lamotte) Syme Yellow-juiced Poppy oth 6
Papaver lecoqii Lamotte

Dry arable land, gardens and disturbed soil on the chalk and oolitic limestone. Rare. Told from subsp.
dubium by the yellow (turning orange) latex that exudes from the broken flower stem, and by its
yellow (not blackish) anthers.

East Berks: no records other than one from Reading [7073] in 1962 (LAN). Atlas 2000: [88]

West Berks: a distinctive distribution, centred on the limestone in northern loop of the Thames from
Wytham to Abingdon. Specimens from Frilford [49] in 1923 (OXF) and Dry Sandford [40] in 1930
(OXF). Also at Longcot churchyard [29] and on chalk at Shaw [46], East Hendred down [48], West
Hanney, Tubney and Marcham [49], Upper Seeds at Wytham, Dry Sandford and Cumnor [40],
Moulsford [58], Hinksey [50], Padworth [66], Pangbourne and Theale [67]. Atlas 2000: [28], [29],
(381, [39], [48], [49], [40], [58], [59], [50], [66], [67]

Papaver hybridum L. Rough Poppy oth 6

Local and rare in dry, mostly calcareous arable fields. Flowers darker red than the other poppies
(crimson rather than scarlet). Like P. argemone with prickly capsules, told from it by its squarish (not
elongated, 1.5-2 times as long as wide) fruits.

Ascot: no records from the acid soils of south-east Berkshire

East Berks: Remenham sand pit with 3 other poppy spp., Sonning Cutting, Hurley. Rather rare and
infrequent. Bowen considered the plant to be extinct in East Berks. Atlas 2000: [77], [78], [88]

West Berks: Kintbury and Elcot [36], Kingston Lisle [38], East llsley and Woolley [48], Frilford,
Abingdon, Cothill pit, Marcham, Kingston Bagpuize and West Hanney [49], verge near Dry Sandford
[40], Beenham [56], Compton [57], former railway at Hagbourne, Blewbury, Streatley (LAN),
Moulsford, Aston Upthorpe reservoir and Aston Tirrold [58], Pumney Farm [59], Mortimer and
Padworth [66], Tilehurst [67]. Atlas 2000: [36], [39], [47], [48], [49], [40], [57], [58], [59], [66], [67]

Papaver argemone L. Prickly Poppy oth 6
Roemeria argemone (L.) C. Morales, L. Mend. & Romero Garcia

Dry arable field margins and disturbed ground on poor sandy or chalky soils. Often with P. rhoeas
and sometimes with P. dubium or P. hybridum. More unusual associates include Anthemis cotula,
Legousia hybrida, Petroselinum crispum. Susceptible to most herbicides and to competition from
vigorous, well-fertilised crops; hence its restriction to odd field corners. Uncommon on set-aside land.
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NVC: 0V 3

Silwood Park: local and rare; arable ground at Pound Hill Fallow where it was a weed in broad beans
in 1987 and wheat in 1990; still present in the fallow in June 2001 in a good poppy year. Just a single
individual on 10 July 2005 in a very poor poppy year, after the very dry winter of 2004-05 following
late spring cultivation in 2005. Also with imported topsoil on the Science Park in May 1990, but not
seen since. Very rare in Pound Hill Cultivation Timing Block C, with a single individual on 17 May
2006 on the October-cultivated plot. One plant in October-cultivated ground in Silwood Bottom on
Sunday 7 June 2009, when the Berkshire Flora Group visited Silwood for an Arable Weeds Day; the
plant was about 15m to the right (north) of the central grass track, roughly in the middle of the field.

East Berks: Marlow, Park Place, Earley, Hurst, Coleman’s Moor, Wargrave, Maidenhead, Twyford,
Shinfield, Jouldern’s Ford, Farley Court and Sheeplands.< 1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [76], [77], [86],
[88], [96]

West Berks: Newbury [46], East Ilsley [48], Frilford Heath and Kingston Bagpuize [49], Pickets
Heath and Wytham, [40], Hermitage [57], Radley [59], Sulham Hill [67]. On set-aside near Abingdon
[468979] in 2001. In an unsown fallow margin of a wheat field at Hinton Waldrist [372978] in July
2004. Atlas 2000: all except [28], [68], [69]

9 Papaver P. commutatum, P. ‘Fireball’, P. miyabeanum, P. nudicaule Gartenzwerg group, P.
orientale ‘Allegro’, P. orientale (Goliath group) ‘Beauty of Livermere’, P. orientale ‘Black and
White’, P. orientale ‘Cedric Morris’, P. orientale ‘Curlilocks’, P. orientale Goliath group, P.
orientale ‘Helen Elisabeth’, P. orientale ‘Karine’, P. orientale ‘Mrs Perry’, P. orientale ‘Patty’s
Plum’, P. orientale ‘Perry’s White’, P. orientale ‘Picotée’, P. orientale ‘Prinzessin Victoria Louise’,
P. orientale ‘Turkish Delight’, P. rupifragum, P. spicatum

Meconopsis cambrica (L.) Vig. Welsh Poppy eh6 T
Papaver cambricum L.

A common garden plant, self-seeding in rockeries and on walls. Often escaping and found on
brickwork in alleyways in towns, cracks in paving, bases of walls in towns and villages throughout.
Uncommon in woodland.

Silwood Park: much less common than in other parts of Ascot. One plant on the edge of the beech
clearing in South Lodge Wood on 18 August 1982. Occasionally self-sown on the rockery in the
Japanese Garden and by the South Lodge entrance. Not seen since 1989. A single plant with garden
outcasts in shade in Farm Wood close to the orchard lawn of The Farm on 5 June 2005. Very rare in
the second year after the erection of the deer/rabbit fence at the back of the Tennis Court with a single
plant on 27 May 2006.

Ascot: commonly self-sown in damp alleyways in Ascot and Sunninghill 1979-2004. Abundant under
Robinia on the drive of Index House, off St George’s Lane in Ascot in 2003. Rare on ruins during
construction of the new grandstand at Ascot Racecourse in August 2005.

East Berks: not in Druce. First records from shady places near gardens, Bisham Wood [88] in 1966
(still there in 2004), Whiteknights [77] in 1974. Now common and widespread. Orange-flowered
plants in woods at Simon’s Lane, Wokingham, in May 2002. 14% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares



72

West Berks: early records include Youlbury [40] in 1964, and Boxford chalk pit [47] in 1986. In the
grounds of the Old Rectory at Burghfield [6668] in 1980. Common as a garden escape in villages
throughout. Atlas 2000: all except [37], [39], [49], [58], [69]

4 Meconopsis M. betonicifolia, M. betonicifolia var. alba, M. chelidoniifolia, M. grandis, M.
napaulensis, M. quintuplinervia, M. X sheldonii

4| Sanguinaria S. canadensis, S. canadensis ‘Plena’

| Stylophorum S. diphyllum, S. lasiocarpum

4 Argemone A. mexicana

Glaucium corniculatum (L.) Rudolph Red Horned-poppy e th 6

Its flowers are orange with 4 dark blotches (rather than red, as the name implies). An uncommon
garden plant, not overwintering and seldom self-seeding with us.

West Berks: casual by the railway in Didcot [59] in 1897 (OXF).
Chelidonium majus L. Greater Celandine ohs 57

Hedge-banks, roadsides and waste places, usually in or near villages; rather common and generally
distributed. Greatly increased in urban and suburban areas. Now a common weed of paths and damp
shaded waste ground throughout.

Silwood Park: locally frequent. Commonest on the hard standings around the greenhouses where it
has persisted continuously since 1979. Waste ground on Reactor Bank, 1 plant on 6 May 1986 and at
Silwood Farm, 2 plants by the barn 10 May 1993; still there in 2002. Woodland, 1 plant in bluebells
in Nash’s Copse near Herons Brook, 5 May 1983. Imported topsoil on Garden Wood Bank in May
1989; still there and commoner in May 1995 but gone by May 2000. On the roadside verge opposite
Heronsbrook in 2004. Locally frequent in tree-fall gaps in the second year after the erection of the
deer/rabbit fence at the back of the Tennis Court on 27 May 2006. The plants were even bigger after
the dry spring of 2007, but by July 2008 they were becoming overgrown by nettle and bramble.

Ascot: particularly abundant in shady back alleys where the dustbins are kept in Sunninghill village
(1971-2004). Beneath pruned shrubs on Ascot Heath in May 2003.

East Berks: alleyways and brickwork throughout. Along the Thames-side path from Old Windsor
Lock down to Runnymede. Frequent on the ruined chalky rock garden on the slope below Windsor
Castle. Rare on the enormous soil pile overlooking Drift Road at Silver Springs Farm on 17 June
2008. 16% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: damp shady places near houses; locally abundant. Atlas 2000: all squares

Eschscholzia californica Cham. Californian Poppy eth7 T

Rubbish tips and waste places; casual. Not in Druce. Much increased in popularity as a garden plant,
and now a frequent garden escape on pavements and at bases of walls in all the towns and villages.
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Silwood Park: once the dominant plant in the beds around the Sirex Unit, persisting around the
Header House for many years after the Sirex building was demolished. Site destroyed during the
construction of the car park for CABI library. Still in west Cheapside and Ashurst Orchard. One plant
with beautiful peach-coloured petals on 12 May 2004 growing in imported topsoil used to landscape
the site at Ashurst where the lysimeters were demolished in summer 2003. On 28 May 2006 there
were only two orange-flowered plants to be found here.

Ascot: persistent on Upper Village Road in Sunninghill from 1989-2001 when the site was destroyed
to create a paved car parking space.

East Berks: first record Reading in 1964 (RNG), now frequent throughout. 15% (1km?). Atlas 2000:
all squares. Uncommon in Albany Road Old Windsor [98322 74596] on 15 December 2012 in front
of council houses.

West Berks: early records include Abingdon racecourse [49] in 1918, Radley [59] in 1963, and
Kennington tip [50] in 1965. Conspicuous in Marcham in 2002. Atlas 2000: [28], [29], [36], [38],
[46], [48], [40], [59], [50], [66], [68]

Macleaya x kewensis Turrill Hybrid Plume-poppy e gh 6
Macleaya x cordata auct., non (Willd.) R. Br.

Bocconia x cordata sensu G.C. Brown ex Druce et auct., non Willd.

A tall herbaceous border plant, occasionally found as an outcast on tips or waste ground.

East Berks: on waste ground beneath a wall in Holyport [897777] and at Bisham [8585] in June
2002.

West Berks: Newbury railway yard [4766] in 1999. Kingston Bagpuize [4098] in 2003.

9 Macleaya M. cordata , M. cordata ‘Flamingo’, M. X kewensis, M. microcarpa, M. microcarpa
‘Kelway’s Coral Plume’

FUMARIACEAE

Dicentra formosa (Haw.) Walp. Bleeding-heart e grh 4
Fumaria formosa Haw.

A popular cottage garden plant found occasionally as a persistent outcast.

East Berks: locally common in Windsor Great Park, and naturalised at Farley Court. Also on waste
ground near the station in Reading and on Oxford Road in West Reading. Holyport [8977] and
Fifield [9076] in 2002.

West Berks: waste ground in Shrivenham [2388] 1988-97.

9 Dicentra  D. ‘Bacchanal’, D. cucullaria, D. formosa, D. ‘Langtrees’, D. ‘Luxuriant’, D. ‘Pearl
Drops’, D. spectabilis, D. spectabilis ‘Alba’, D. ‘Stuart Boothman’

Corydalis solida (L.) Clairv. Bird-in-a-bush o gt 4
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Fumaria bulbosa L. var. solida L.
Capnoides solida (L.) Moench, nom. illegit.
Corydalis bulbosa (L.) DC., nom. illegit.

Plantations, very local and typically not long-persistent.

East Berks: Grown in the Berkshire part of Valley Gardens [96] at Virginia Water and quite wild-
looking here.

West Berks: Buckland (OXF) [39] in 1861, Sunningwell (OXF) in 1892 and Bessels Leigh (OXF) in
1916 [both 40], Great Shefford [381753] in 1973, and Tuckmill meadows [238898] in 1987.

Corydalis cava (L.) Schweigg. & Korte Hollowroot o grt 4 ¥
Fumaria bulbosa L. var. cava L.
Corydalis bulbosa auct., non (L.) DC., nom. illegit.

A garden escape or relic of former planting. Told from C. solida by its entire (not lobed) bracts, and
by the lack of a large scale on the stem just below the lowest leaf.

East Berks: in a wood at Bracknell [86] in 1876 (BM). Not seen recently.

Pseudofumaria lutea (L.) Borkh. Yellow Corydalis ehp57
Fumaria lutea L.
Corydalis lutea (L.) DC.

A universal cottage garden rockery plant, found on walls in towns and villages. Druce considered the
plant to be “in small quantity”, but it is now very greatly increased in abundance, and one of the
commonest aliens on brickwork in towns. It has an interesting distribution as a garden escape.

Ascot: common on damp or sheltered brickwork in Sunninghill and Ascot, but unaccountably absent
from Silwood Park. In all the other villages nearby. On fly-tipped garden rubbish in Swinley Park in
2003.

East Berks: widespread and locally abundant in all the towns; spectacularly abundant in Windsor, as
on the brickwork of the railway arches. 23% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: in villages and towns throughout. Particularly common in Wantage [38], Ashampstead
[57] and Wallingford [68]. On brickwork just above the water level at Buscot Weir [2298]. Atlas
2000: all squares

Pseudofumaria alba (Mill.) Lidén Pale Corydalis e hp 5
Fumaria alba Miller
Corydalis ochroleuca Koch, nom. illegit.

An uncommon garden escape, but self sown in gardens. Rare on brickwork in towns and villages.

East Berks: first recorded in Twyford [77] in 1966. Recently at Lambs Lane, Riseley, and several
locations in Maidenhead. Atlas 2000: [76], [88]

West Berks: Stanford-in-the-Vale [39] in 1965, Kennington [50] in 1953. On bare ground at the Old
Rectory at Burghfield [6668] in 2004. Atlas 2000: [46], [50]
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Ceratocapnos claviculata (L.) Lidén Climbing Corydalis th 6
Fumaria claviculata L.
Corydalis claviculata (L.) DC.

Dry woods on acid soils, coppices and hedges, very local and rare. Restricted to the extreme south of
the county.
NVC: W 10,16

Silwood Park: one of our great native rarities. A single patch in damp birch woodland in Great Mead,
above Cascade Bridge, scrambling amongst bracken and brambles. Ray Davies knew of the patch in
1979 but I could not find it until 15 June 1990 despite searching each year. Still there in 2000, but
fluctuating greatly in abundance from year to year. The path has moved because of the activities of
the Blue Tit nest box people; in 2002 the path was much further away from the boundary than it used
to be. The Corydalis was still present in low abundance in May 2002, on the edge of the boundary
Rhododendrons, beneath a fallen Hazel tree, in a patch measuring just 4m x 3m, but was not seen in
2003 or subsequently, despite an annual pilgrimage to the site (up to 2010).

Ascot: one of the botanical delights of Sunningwell Bog south of Wells Lane [9368], where it is
locally frequent on dry ground and steep ditch banks. This is probably the location of the first county
record, made on a visit to Ascot by H. Wilkin in 1857. An excellent patch on open ground in 2002,
forming a 3m wide halo around the trunk of the first (western-most) veteran oak tree just north of the
railway [928681]. This patch was much reduced by 22 May 2007, having become overgrown by
brambles as the canopy of the veteran oak died back and became extremely stag-headed. The other
two veteran oaks to the east of this tree never had the plant. Common on sunny ditch banks by the St
George’s School playing fields [930684]. At the south-western corner of Wells Wood [931684]. Rare
and scattered on the bare floor of Railway Wood beneath pine and beech [931682].

East Berks: local and uncommon, but spectacularly abundant in 1997 amongst bluebells over
substantial areas of the forest floor in Swallowfield Great Wood [736657]. There is an excellent patch
at Longmoor [782655] on dry ground beneath birch, measuring 15m x 8m in May 2002. Old records
from Sunningdale Station, Farmer Bishop’s Wood, Ambarrow, Wokingham by the Blackwater,
Finchampstead (RDG), Crowthorne, Agates Meadow Wood, Emms Copse. Recently at North Court
Farm [799640] and Emms Copse [744654]. 1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [76], [86], [96]

West Berks: very local and uncommon. Cold Ash and Bucklebury Lower Common (RNG and RDG)
from 1950 and 1960 respectively [56] and still at [545687], Clay Hill and Stamford Dingley [57].
Recently in Jennett’s Hill Wood [582709] and Carbin’s Wood [5668]. Atlas 2000: [56], [57]

Fumaria capreolata L. White Ramping-fumitory th 5 4
Fumaria capreolata subsp. capreolata

Waste ground, very rare. Told by its large flowers (10-13mm), and its rigidly recurved fruiting
pedicels.

East Berks: Wargrave (1871), Windsor (1878), Sandhurst (1895). No record in Bowen.

West Berks: Tilehurst [6674] in 1960-61. Atlas 2000: no records.

Fumaria muralis Sond. ex W.D.J. Koch Common Ramping-fumitory th 5
Fumaria muralis subsp. boraei (Jord.) Pugsley
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Fumaria boraei Jordan

Waste ground and hedge-banks, rare and sporadic. Told by its spathulate lower petal, dentate sepals
(at least at the base), and flowers 9-11mm.
NVC: OV 4,13

East Berks: Maidenhead [88] on the railway in 1895. Earley in 1918. By the Blackwater by New
Bridge. More recent records from New Mill [76] in 1977. No records in Bowen.

West Berks: old nineteenth century records for Hinksey (OXF) [50], Culham (OXF) [59], Earley [77]
and Chieveley [47] in 1972 and Frilford golf course [49] in 1977. Recently on waste ground used for
storing topsoil at Tadley Common [606626] on 12 June 2001 (K), close by [601625] in 2002, and in
the back garden of 17b Park Crescent, Abingdon [490974] in 2002.

Fumaria officinalis L. Common Fumitory o th §
Fumaria officinalis subsp. officinalis

Cultivated fields, set-aside, garden ground; common and generally distributed. Frequent on calcareous
soils, occasional elsewhere. Told by its medium-sized flowers (less than 9mm but more than 6mm),
and its fruits which are broader than long, and rather flat-topped.

NVC: OV 9,10,14-16,18,24,33

Silwood Park: our only Fumitory. An uncommon and sporadic ruderal in arable fields at Silwood
Bottom in 1980 and 2000, in the Ashurst Lysimeters in 1984, on the soil heap from the Wind Tunnel
construction work in 1985, and in Oak Mead, on the lake side of Biodepth in the very dry, early
spring 10 April 1997. Notable for its absence from most of the arable sites in most years, despite
annual cultivation of the fallows. Rare, but flowering, on 16 September 2009 after Pound Hill Field
had been ploughed and harrowed in July 2009 for the first time since the Prosamo Experiment in
1990.

Ascot: frequent on the topsoil pile at the junction of Coronation Road and South Ascot during
construction of the two new houses at Ravens Corner in May 2004.

East Berks: occasional throughout. Locally frequent on the enormous soil pile overlooking Drift
Road at Silver Springs Farm on 17 June 2008. 11% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: common on the chalk in set-aside. Atlas 2000: all squares

Fumaria officinalis subsp. wirtgenii (W.D.J. Koch) Arcang. o thb
Fumaria wirtgenii Koch

Told from subsp. officinalis by its fewer-flowered inflorescences (fewer than 20) and by its smaller
sepals (less than 2mm x 1mm). Found in similar places, but its ecology is not well known.

East Berks: Atlas 2000: only recorded from [88], but doubtless quite frequent.

West Berks: under-recorded. Atlas 2000: [28], [38], [57], [58]. Recorded subsequently by D.
Broughton at Eastbury Fields, Eastbury [3478], on 8 July 2009.

Fumaria densiflora DC. Dense-flowered Fumitory othel
Fumaria micrantha Lagasca
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A local speciality. Calcareous arable land and cultivated fields, “not uncommon but rather local” in
Druce’s time, while it was “local and sporadic” by Bowen’s time. Now centred on [58]. Not found
recently in East Berkshire and apparently extinct in Kennet. Told from the next two species by its
relatively larger flowers (at least 6mm) and sepals (at least 1.5mm), and told from the much
commoner F. officinalis by its longer bracts (at least as long as the pedicels, often longer).

East Berks: only one record from Maidenhead (HULL) in 1923.

West Berks: Kintbury [36] in 1897, Crog Hill, Wantage Fair Mile (LAN) and Nutwood Down [38],
between Beedon and East Ilsley [4879], Abingdon [49], Wootton [4701], Perborough Castle,
Compton (OXF) [57], Aston Upthorpe, Blewbury, Aston Tirrold, Kingstanding Hill, Streatley (RNG)
and Unbhill Bottom [58], Upper Basildon [67]. Most recently from Aston Upthorpe [542832] in June
1988. Still at Weathercock Hill [297826], Britchcombe Farm, Hackpen Hill and by the Ridgeway
[38], and at Streatley Warren [559808].
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Fumaria parviflora Lam. Fine-leaved Fumitory othel

A local speciality. Cultivated fields on the lower chalk, very local and sporadic. A small-flowered
Fumitory as the Latin name suggests, told from F. vaillantii by its lighter petals (white or pale pink
rather than pink) and bracts at least as long as the fruiting pedicels (not shorter).

West Berks: Lowbury Hill, Fair Mile, Aston Upthorpe Reservoir and Streatley (LAN) [58] with a
1897 record from Hoe Benham [46]. Most recently, a single plant was found in chalky arable ground
at Aston Upthorpe reservoir [5585] in June 1988, and another on Aston Upthorpe Down [544835] in
June 1992.

Fumaria vaillantii Loisel. Few-flowered Fumitory oth6l

A local speciality of calcareous arable land, gardens and disturbed ground. Local and sporadic. Told
from F. parviflora by its darker petals and shorter bracts (see above).

East Berks: Pepper Lane, Reading [7070] in 1956.

West Berks: Membury [37], Seven Barrows (OXF) and Wantage Fair Mile (LAN) [38], East Ilsley,
Chilton and Harwell [48], Upper Seeds Wytham [40], between Lowbury Hill and Unwell Road, Fair
Mile (OXF), Aston Tirrold and Aston Upthorpe [58], Tilehurst and between Streatley and
Pangbourne [67]. Recently from Membury [311749], above Wantage [347847], Castle Hill Fort by
The Ridgeway [381841], Aston Upthorpe [545835] and Fair Mile [553826], all since 1986.

PLATANACEAE

Platanus x hispanica Mill. ex Miinchh. London Plane emm 5
Platanus x hybrida Brot.
Platanus x acerifolia (Aiton) Willd.

Planted in parks and plantations, typically as single trees; at maturity, it makes a superb specimen tree
under Berkshire conditions. The common street tree of central London. Seldom regenerating from
seed in Berkshire. The leaves are mined by the alien Acalyptris platani.

Silwood Park: superb specimens at the end of the vista from the terrace of the Manor House, but
these have produced no seedlings in more than 100 years (even inside the rabbit exclosures).
Undamaged by the great storms of October 1987 or January 1990.

East Berks: not in Druce. Seeding freely by Reading Bridge [718739] in 1974. Planted individuals at
Park Place, Shottesbrooke, Bray, Virginia Water, Cookham. In the centre of the big A308(M)
roundabout in Bray Wick. By the R. Thames in Maidenhead [9081]. In Windsor Great Park this plant
forms the two outer rows of the magnificent avenue on The Long Walk from the Castle to the Copper
Horse on Snow Hill (the inner rows are Horse Chestnut, and the original avenue was elm; see p. 208).

West Berks: scattered throughout.

§ Platanus P. X hispanica, P. X hispanica ‘Suttneri’, P. orientalis, P. orientalis f. digitata
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TROCHODENDRACEAE

9 Trochodendron T. aralioides

HAMAMELIDACEAE

An outstanding family of garden plants grown for their spectacular autumn colour and fragrant winter
flowering, but nowhere naturalised in Berkshire.

9 Corylopsis C. pauciflora, C. sinensis var. sinensis, C. sinensis var. calvescens f. veitchiana, C.
spicata

9 Fothergilla F. gardenii, F. gardenii ‘Blue Mist’, F. ‘Huntsman’, F. major, F. major Monticola
group

9 Hamamelis H. X intermedia ‘Arnold Promise’, H. X intermedia ‘Diane’, H. X intermedia ‘Jelena’,
H. X intermedia ‘Orange Beauty’, H. X intermedia ‘Pallida’, H. mollis, H. mollis ‘Coombe Wood’, H.
vernalis ‘Sandra’

Liquidambar orientalis Miller
East Berks: in Whiteknights Park [7371] noted by Alan Mitchell in 1962, but certainly planted.

9 Liquidambar L. formosana, L. styraciflua ‘Lane Roberts’, L. styraciflua ‘Variegata’, L. styraciflua
‘Worplesdon’

9 Parrotia P. persica

9 Sycopsis S. sinensis

ULMACEAE

The Dutch Elm Disease epidemic was one of the greatest landscape disasters ever to hit the Berkshire
countryside. Before 1965, elms were the most conspicuous hedgerow trees of the lowlands of the
Thames valley, and gave a unique character to its farmland: “shadowy cliffs” with “pale corn waves
rippling to a shore” (Betjeman). “Elmy” was one of Betjeman’s favourite adjectives when waxing
lyrical about the beauties of the Vale of the White Horse. Wilkinson (1978) wrote: “Rich corners of
rustic England are one year a little yellowed, the next as bare as battlefields. Those dusty summer
lanes in the heart of England that were half black shadow, half tattered sleepy sunlight among
cobwebs, nettles and leafy elm shoots will soon be exposed to an unnatural glare”. By 1975 all of the
larger trees were dead, their gaunt skeletons haunting the landscape for many years afterwards. In
some cases the rootstock is not killed by the disease, and thickets of suckers form where old stems
have died back. The stems inevitably succumb to the disease as soon as they are large enough to be
attacked by bark beetles.

Dutch Elm Disease is caused by a fungus Ceratocystis novo-ulmi, which is transmitted from tree to
tree by scolytid bark beetles (Scolytus spp.) which breed beneath the bark of dying elms and then
carry the spores to shoots of healthy elms where the adult beetles feed on the young bark. Symptoms
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are the wilting and dying of individual branches in the outer crown. The fungus blocks the phloem
vessels and the shoots then die from water stress; it grows very quickly and can kill a large tree within
2 months. There are several different genetic strains of the disease, and tree genotypes that are
resistant to one strain may by susceptible to others. Zelkova is susceptible to Ceratocystis but the
trees seldom suffer from the disease because Zelkova is not attractive to the bark beetles.

The correct identification of elms is notoriously difficult. You need to get leaves from the middle of
short shoots (not from the elongated terminal shoots), and you need to gather them in high summer.
Do not attempt to identify material that comes from lammas shoots or from epicormic sprouts. We
have only 2 common elms: U. glabra has abundant rust coloured hairs on its buds and big, short-
petioled leaves, while U. procera has rounder, smaller leaves (5-9cm rather than 8-16cm) with a
longer petiole (5-8mm rather than <3mm).

Ulmus glabra Huds. Wych Elm mm 2 {
Ulmus glabra subsp. glabra

A woodland rather than a hedgerow elm, often near dwellings. Occasional in damp woods but rare or
absent on very acid soils in south and east Berkshire. Dominant or abundant in a few valleys on
nutrient rich soils in west Berkshire. Decimated during the Dutch Elm Disease epidemic. This is a non
suckering species, rarely found outside woodlands. It is the only elm in Berkshire commonly to
reproduce by seed. Much less abundant than U. procera.

NVC: W 8,10,12,14,21

Silwood Park: rare and almost certainly planted. Ashurst Path, South Lodge.

Ascot: no other records. It does, however, occur sparingly just outside the area in ancient woodland in
Windsor Great Park (e.g. at Flemish Farm).

East Berks: scattered throughout but commoner in the north-west than in the south-east. Commonest,
and still healthy post Dutch Elm Disease, in the chalk woods at Bisham [8584] and [8685]. Also at
Emmbrook, Earley, Childs Hall, Sindlesham Mill, Highfield Park, opposite Henley, Heath Pond,
Shottesbrooke, Howlane Bridge, Warfield Park, Holloway, in the northern block of Maidenhead
Thicket at Pinkneys Green, West Maidenhead, Dial Close, Guild House, Windsor Great Park. 4%
(1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: Atlas 2000: all squares

Ulmus x hollandica Mill. Dutch Eim

Ulmus x minor auct., non Miller

Ulmus x hollandica Miller var. insularum Richens

West Berks: pre-1918 records from Moulsford [58], Kennington [50] and Wallingford [68]. Hailey
Wood and Upper Wood [28] in 1955, Forest Copse Didcot [58] in 1980 (OXF), in a thicket at Didcot
Power Station [59] in 1976 (OXF).

Ulmus x elegantissima Horw. = U. glabra x U. pletii

Recorded as present in Berks by Stace (1975) without further details (Druce has 3 records in
Additions to the Berkshire Flora from 1918 at Kennington, Moulsford and Wallingford).
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West Berks: Foscot Copse Didcot (OXF) [5489] in 1980, and Didcot Power Station (OXF) [5190] in
1976 (both det. R. Melville).

Ulmus procera Salisb. FEnglish Elm mm 5 4
Ulmus minor auct., non Miller
Ulmus minor Miller var. vulgaris (Aiton) Richens

Shady lanes, hedges, woods, fields and parks, especially in the clay vales. Abundant in some woods
in West Berkshire. Frequent in plantations, parks and hedges on nutrient rich soils, but rare on very
acid soils. Post Dutch Elm Disease, the English elm survives as dense thickets of regrowth shoots that
spring up from the rootstocks of apparently dead parent plants. The disease persists at low levels on
the few larger trees, infesting the younger shoots as soon as they become big enough to be susceptible
to attack by the scolytid beetles that spread the fungus from infected to susceptible individuals,
thereby maintaining the disease. Often associated with the grass Elymus caninus. The leaves are
mined by Stigmella ulmivora. Elm was always associated with death and melancholy (the wood of
elm was used for making coffins); as the ancient saying has it “Elm hateth Man and waiteth”.

NVC: W 8,21

Silwood Park: this is our only native elm. It now forms dense thickets of regrowth stems on Elm Hill
and in The Elms, but all the big trees are long dead. The massive skeleton in the centre of The Elms
between Pond Field and Nash’s Slope was hit by lightening and caught on fire on 22 June 1980, and
smouldered for more than a week afterwards. Planted in The Hedgerow in 1980 along with Acer
campestre and Rosa rubiginosa.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m’ 10,000 m>
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Ascot: Loudon believed that many of the elms at Windsor were U. subserosa the Dutch cork barked
elm (Druce).

East Berks: still very common as suckers in hedgerows, as in the country to the south of Knowl Hill.
67% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: Atlas 2000: all squares

Ulmus minor Mill. mm 5 {
Ulmus minor subsp. minor Small-leaved Elm

Ulmus carpinifolia Gled.

Ulmus stricta (Aiton) Lindley

Ulmus ? diversifolia Melville

Ulmus coritana Melville

Ulmus minor Miller var. suberosa (Moench) Dost 1

Colonist or planted in hedges in small quantity Rare. The amount of synonymy speaks volumes about
the difficulty of identifying these plants.
NVC: W 8

East Berks: Bray Wick (1966), Dinton Pastures (1988). Rare in hedges on the gravel workings at
Whistley Park [7873] in July 2002.
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West Berks: pre-1918 records from Hanney [49], Appleton and Cumnor [40], Moulsford [58], Radley
[59], Kennington [50], Wallingford [68]. Ardington [48] in 1966. The most modern record is from
Buscot Park [29] in 1996.

Elm cultivation is largely a matter of history since 1965, and few people risk planting elm trees these
days. The following taxa have not yet succumbed to Dutch elm disease in Silwood Park:

q Ulmus U. X hollandica ‘Jacqueline Hillier’, U. parvifolia, U. ‘Sarniensis’, U. wallichiana
To date, our Zelkovas have not shown any signs of succumbing to Dutch Elm Disease.
9§ Zelkova Z. carpinifolia, Z. serrata, Z. sinica, Z. X verschaffeltii

9 Celtis C. australis, C. occidentalis

CANNABACEAE

Cannabis sativa L. Hemp eth6 T

Waste ground about towns, casual. “Not permanently established, but springing up from seed
accidentally dropped, or from the cleanings of bird-cages” (Druce). Rare casual on rubbish tips
(Bowen). Now grown on a modest scale as a fibre crop. Hippies who stumbled on a remote field of
head-high cannabis plants thought Christmas had come early .... only to find that these modern fibre
plants have had almost all of the alkaloids bred out of them.

East Berks: Twyford (1897), Maidenhead (1897), on rubbish at Windsor (1897). Reading (1960),
Smallmead tip (1965-71). Grown as a crop at Crazies Hill in 1998.

West Berks: pre-1897 records from Newbury [46] and Didcot [59], Wallingford [68] in 1912,
Wytham meadow, by the gate [40] in 1953, Didcot tip [59] in 1969, South Moreton [58] in 1977,
Bradfield [57] in 1988.

Humulus lupulus L. Hop hp 7

Damp hedges, fens, damp wood margins and thickets, common and generally distributed. Once
cultivated widely, but by 1968 only near Southmoor. Not cultivated at all in Berkshire these days.
Often climbing over chain-link boundary fences. Host to the aphid Phorodon humuli in summer.
NVC: OV 26; W 5,6

Silwood Park: local and rare. A single vine amongst nettles in the north-eastern corner of Water
Meadow. By the Buckhurst Road Entrance on a fence. In the hedge opposite Little Chef at the
Cannon Crossroads. In swampy woodlands below Hilltop Close at Cheapside.

Ascot: local and uncommon. South Ascot, Ascot Station, Charters Road, Sunningdale, Blacknest
Park, South Coworth, Sunninghill Park, Home Farm. By the Chinese take-away on Upper Village
Road in Sunninghill. Grounds of Frognall. It grows luxuriantly in the swampy woodlands of
Sunningwell Bog and Wells Wood.
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East Berks: particularly common in hedges and woods by the Thames, as at Wargrave and Old
Windsor. 30% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: Atlas 2000: all squares

9 Humulus H. lupulus ‘Aureus’

MORACEAE
9 Morus M. alba, M. nigra
Ficus carica L. Fig emm 6

On sunny brick walls of the vegetable gardens of most of the larger estates. Sometimes on waste
ground away from gardens, but seldom self-sown and more usually a garden relic than an escape.

Silwood Park: very rare. One tree on the south facing side of the old brick wall surrounding the pot-
standing at The Greenhouses (1971-2000).

Ascot: rare, Kings Beeches, South Coworth, Ascot Place.

East Berks: not in Druce. Warm, dry railway banks, Reading (1962). Recently at Farley Castle,
Sonning, East Sonning, Loddon Mouth, Marsh Mills, Road Research Lab, Lily Hill Park,
Maidenhead, Foliejon Park, Cookham, Bray, Clewer, Windsor. On the bank above flood defence
channels in East Maidenhead. On abandoned allotments between Reading West Junction and Cow
Lane [702742] on 11 October 2003. 2% (lkmz). Atlas 2000: all except [87]

West Berks: on the railway at Didcot [59] in 1918. On the old Abbey walls in Abingdon [4997] in
July 2002. Probably under-recorded. Atlas 2000: [36], [49]

9 Ficus F. carica ‘Brown Turkey’

URTICACEAE
Urtica dioica L. Common Nettle hp 6

Woods on phosphate-rich soils, often the dominant ground-layer plant (e.g. in the lower parts of
woods on steep slopes or under rookeries), and in meadows, mires, swamps, grasslands, near streams,
farmyards, roadsides and waste ground. Especially common in woodlands where Pheasants are
reared. Abundant throughout. It is host to the larvae of numerous attractive butterflies including Red
Admiral Vanessa atalanta (black back and branched spines), Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae (back
with 2 yellow stripes separated by a thin black line), Peacock Butterfly /nachis io (black with many
small white dots) and Comma Polygonia c-album (orange with white hairs in the centre of its back
towards the rear), and is galled by the nettle gnat Dasyneura urticae. The small yellowish aphid is
Aphis urticata, while the large green species with long siphunculi is Microlophium carnosum. Few
plant species are found in a greater number or variety of NVC communities than nettle.

NVC: CG 24, M 27, MG 19,10, OV 338-10,12,13,15,19,21,23,25-28,33,41,42; S 3-7,
12,14,15,23,25,26,28; U 1; W 5,6,8,10,12-14,21,22,24,25
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Silwood Park: one of the most widespread plants at large spatial scales, but only the twenty-second
most frequent plant species in small quadrats: almost all the hectare squares have at least one nettle in
them, but only 10% of metre squares. Dominant in the understorey of the woodland between Drive
Field and Rookery Slope and on discarded horticultural waste in The Tip by Hayes Wood and in
Rookery Copse. Forming a monoculture in full sun in the damp strip of land below the Ha Ha in front
of The Manor, despite repeated attempts at eradication by frequent mowing. Forming a dense tangle
with Galium aparine and Epilobium hirsutum in the swampy part of Pond Field. On waste ground at
the Header House. Patches in Nash’s Field on grazed, limed plots receiving nitrogen and phosphorus.
Dominant by year 3 after fencing in the Tennis Court Rhododendron Plantation on 4 June 2007.

1 m’ 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m>
10 26 35 59 94

East Berks: 98% (1km?). Only Trifolium repens, Dactylis glomerata, Plantago lanceolata,

Plantago major and Poa annua are more widespread at this scale. Growing in a curious habitat with
Molinia where it clogs the upper reaches of the Wish Stream in Wishmoor Bottom. Atlas 2000: all
squares

West Berks: locally dominant in steep chalk woodlands like Rivar Copse [3562], replacing Dog’s
Mercury in patches up to about 10m across. Atlas 2000: all squares

Urtica dioica subsp. galeopsifolia (Wierzb. ex Opiz) Chrtek Stingless Nettle hp 6
Urtica galeopsifolia Wierzb. ex Opiz

Riversides and reedbeds. Stingless nettles with elongated drooping leaves and greyish pubescent
stems. These plants occur in a number of places by the R. Thames from Wytham meads downstream
to Windsor, by the R. Loddon and by the R. Kennet. Stace considers this taxon to be of very doubtful
status, and at least sometimes it reverts to normal stinging form when transplanted and grown in dry
soils (Hawkins, 1997, BSBI News 77, 35).

East Berks: banks of the R. Thames and adjacent backwaters. Less frequently by the R. Loddon, as at
[761648]. Abundant in Phragmites swamps at Windsor with Calystegia sepium.

West Berks: locally frequent by the Thames from Wytham Meads Ditches [4609] to Sutton
Courtenay. By the R. Kennet at Marsh Benham Lock [420671], Woolhampton [5766] and Thatcham
reedbeds [510663].

Urtica urens L. Small Nettle oth 6

Waste ground and manure heaps, generally near villages. Dry arable fields, gardens and disturbed
ground. Druce thought it had “the appearance of a colonist in Berkshire (like Chenopodium urbicum,
C. hybridum, C. murale, C. ficifolium, C. vulvaria, C. opulifolium)”. Rare or absent on the chalk.
Much commoner now than these rare Chenopodium spp. Told from small U. dioica by inspection of
the flowers: the plants are monoecious (separate male and female flowers on the same individual) and
you will find a few male flowers (with anthers) amongst the more numerous female flowers (with
stigmas) in each inflorescence. In U. dioica all of the flowers on one individual are of the same sex
(these plants, like most animals species, are dioecious). These days, it is particularly associated with
the bare ground beneath ornamental conifers like Cedars or Cypresses, where the rabbits have eaten
everything else.
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NVC: OV 7,8,10,13,14,18,19

Silwood Park: uncommon and sporadic. On waste ground by the Animal House, under Mahonia 18
April 1983. On waste ground by the Header house from soil tipped out of plant pots 12 June 1984. On
compacted ground on the edge of The Tip, the bulk of which is dominated by U. dioica, in October
1994 and August 1996. Drive Field at the edge of Ashurst Road in dry shade 10 June 2000. A big
population sprang up when the canopy of the larger of the two cedars on the Croquet Lawn facing the
Lily Pond lost two of its biggest branches in a storm in summer 1999. The ground was dry, bare and
much dug-over by rabbits and 4 clumps of plants were in flower on 5 February 2000. A rare arable
weed at Pond Hill Field. On compacted ground at Ashurst. Locally frequent as a weed in the garden
of East Lodge in July 2002. On dry bare ground beneath the line of Cypress trees in the new part of
the graveyard at Ashurst in February 2004. In recovering grassland in April 2004, where the
Portakabins had stood during the demolition of the Lysimeters in summer 2003. In dry shade under
privet by the Ashurst road in June 2007. The cold late spring of 2010 was particularly good, with a
large population on the edge of the Croquet Lawn beneath the canopy of the smaller Cedar of
Lebanon.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m?
0 0 0 1 6

Ascot: local and rare. South Ascot, Ascot Station, Sunningdale Park, Sunningdale, Johnson’s Pond.
Very rare, five plants from imported topsoil used to landscape the edge of the tarmac road alongside
the new Straight Mile between [92786 69087] and [93338 69226] on 31 August 2005, more frequent
on the landscaped banks on both sides of Winkfield Road, north of the new underpass [925693].

East Berks: locally common on urban waste ground in Wokingham and Reading, and as a weed of
market gardens at Swallowfield in 2002. Frequent on otherwise bare ground beneath Incense Cedars
in Bearwood churchyard in February 2003. Local on the enormous soil pile overlooking Drift Road at
Silver Springs Farm on 17 June 2008. 10% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: frequent in the Thames valley, occasional in the Kennet valley and rare or absent on the
chalk. Locally abundant on allotments. The most abundant weed of asparagus beds at the Old Rectory
at Burghfield [6668] in 2004. Atlas 2000: all except [68], [69]

Urtica pilulifera L. Roman Nettle e th 6
East Berks: a casual in an old garden in Reading in 1897 (OXF).

Parietaria judaica L. Pellitory-of-the-wall hp 6
Parietaria diffusa Mert. & Koch

On the stonework at the foot of church walls, old limestone walls, canal banks, graveyards, pavement
edges and alleyways in towns, hedge-banks and dry waste places. A very curious and complicated
spatial distribution within Berkshire; sometimes the dominant plant, but absent from exactly the same
habitat in the next-door village. Behaves more like an alien than a native species with us. The green
aphid is Aphis parietariella.

NVC: OV 22,41

Silwood Park: a very rare recent arrival. A single plant by the new road to the renovated Silwood
Farm on 29 August 2011. Probably imported with topsoil used for landscaping the banks close to the



86

gate onto Cheapside Road. Still there on 3 November 2013, as one small clump at the base of the
wire mesh fence, behind the Berberis on the west side of the entrance of New Farm Road onto
Cheapside.

Ascot: no other records. Nearby walls checked again in November 2013.

East Berks: uncommon in towns and villages in the Thames valley to the north of 70, but absent
elsewhere. It still grows on the walls of Windsor Castle where it was first recorded in 1720.
Swallowfield Church, on the old walls of Reading Abbey, Sonning, Wargrave, Ruscombe, the
Berkshire side of Henley bridge, Remenham, Crazies Hill, Rosehill Wood, Popeswood, Hungerford
Lane, Littlewick Green, Warfield, Hurley, Burchett’s Green, Temple, Bisham Abbey, stonework by
the R. Thames in Maidenhead, Maidenhead Court, North Town Moor, Cookham, The Goswells,
Shaw Farm, Frogmore, Windsor Castle, Home Park, Old Windsor, Runnymede Island, The Priory.
9% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all except [96].

West Berks: scattered in villages to the north of 85 (e.g. Sutton Courtenay and Little Wittenham [59]),
but absent or rare in most of the region outside the Thames valley. The most abundant species on the
ruined walls of Godstow Nunnery [4809]. Very abundant on the banks of the Kennet and Avon canal
where it passes through Newbury [4767], and frequent at the base of walls around Lambourn car park
[3278]. Common on Betjeman’s “old brick garden walls” in Wantage [3987] and Abingdon [4997].
Uncommon on the stonework of Bucklebury church [57] in 2002. Atlas 2000: all squares. It would
need to be mapped at a much finer resolution (say 1km?) to show any informative spatial pattern.

Parietaria officinalis L. FEastern Pellitory-of-the-wall e hp 6 }

Very local and rare. Told from the locally abundant Pellitory-of-the-wall by its bigger, more erect
stature and larger leaves. In particular, the female perianth is 2.7-3mm in fruit (not 2-2.3mm) and the
achenes are larger (1.5-1.8mm not 1-1.2mm).

West Berks: rare in dry waste places. Kingston Bagpuize [49] in 1913 (OXF).

Soleirolia soleirolii (Req.) Dandy Mind-your-own-business e ch 5
Helxine soleirolii Req.

Damp bases of walls near houses, often on brickwork near water. Locally abundant in towns in damp,
shady alleyways with brick or stone steps, forming a carpet of tiny green ground-hugging leaves on
substrates where no other plants will grow. Also in damp lawns that are shaded by walls or trees,
often in churchyards. One of the classic urban aliens. Has it increased or have its urban habitats
simply been better recorded ?

Silwood Park: thoroughly naturalized on damp stonework around the waterfall in the rockery above
the pond in the Japanese Garden. Damp brickwork in basements at the Manor House.

Ascot: alleyways in Sunninghill, Charters Road, North Ascot, Ascot Place and Ascot High Street.
Locally dominant on the banks of the stream [919708] that runs by the northern end of New Road
opposite Ascot Place (1979-2007). Common on shady paving stones at the base of brick walls at 89a
Upper Village Road from 2004 onwards, first recorded eight years after construction of the house.
This population was eliminated on 9 March 2009 when the stone sets were cleaned, but was back in
some abundance by October 2009.
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East Berks: not in Druce, first recorded from Wellington College (1962), Reading (1964), Wargrave
(1964) and Shottesbrooke (1966). Now at Three Mile Cross, The Leas, Barkham Ride, Reading,
Earley, Twyford, Wargrave, Willow Lane, Upper Wargrave, Bisham, Marsh Mills, Wokingham,
Wellington College, College Town, Ashridge Wood, Shottesbrooke, Touchen End, Warfield,
Winkfield, Maidens Green, Holyport, Scotlands, Burchett’s Green, Maidenhead, Cookham, Bray,
Frogmore, Windsor Castle. 9% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares.

West Berks: first recorded from Little Coxwell [29] in 1961, Blewbury [58] in 1962, East Hanney
[49] in 1963, Marcham [49] in 1966, Welford [47] in 1968, Abingdon [49] in 1975, Wantage [38] in
1977, Hinton Waldrist [39] in 1999, in the grounds of the Old Rectory at Burghfield [6668] in 2004.
Probably still under-recorded. Atlas 2000: all except [36], [37], [48], [59], [50], [66], [69].

JUGLANDACEAE
Juglans regia L. Walnut emm 6
Hedges and railway banks, usually as single trees, mostly on calcareous or nutrient rich soils. None of
the trees that I have seen look as if they were self-sown, and I suspect that most of the records for
Atlas 2000 were of planted individuals. Host to what may be Britain’s most beautiful aphid, Call

aphis jug Landis, which is yellow, green, orange and brown.

Silwood Park: planted just downhill from the two fastigiate hornbeams on the Ashurst Road at The
Rookery, and further down the hill by the Walled Garden.

East Berks: not in Druce. Simons Lane Bearwood (1982), riverbank at Reading gasworks. Several
trees on the allotments at Bulmershe in 2002. In the lane by Bray marina in 2003. Particularly
common in and around Cookham Dean [8785]. Self-sown on the verge of the track down to Spade
Oak Reach on Winter Hill [8786]. Rare, self-sown on sunny waste ground between the railway and
Tesco’s Superstore at Kings Meadow in Reading [719738] on 6 September 2008. 5% (1km?). Atlas
2000: all squares, but most frequent in [88] and least frequent in [96].

West Berks: Kingston Bagpuize [49] in 1988, Wytham [40] in 1987. On the ramparts of Segsbury
Camp [3884] in 2004. Atlas 2000: all except [28], [37], [66]

Juglans nigra L. Black Walnut emm 6
This is a rare garden and estate tree. Always planted.

East Berks: the big old tree below the walls of Windsor Castle (143cm dbh) was host to 10 large
Mistletoe plants in January 2002.

9 Juglans J. ailanthifolia, J. nigra ‘Laciniata’, J. regia, J. regia ‘Laciniata’

9 Carya C. cordiformis, C. glabra, C. illinoinensis, C. laciniosa, C. myristiciformis, C. ovata, C.
pallida, C. texana, C. tomentosa,

9 Pterocarya P. fraxinifolia, P. stenoptera

MYRICACEAE
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Myrica gale L. Bog-myrtle nal

One of our most charismatic bog plants, the scent of its leaves is instantly redolent of Scottish
summer days. It grows on heathland, often with Molinia and Erica tetralix, in places where the
drainage is impeded. Bog-myrtle represents a sad case of decline of a once-dominant component of
one of our more interesting natural plant communities. Drainage and poor burning management
threaten the few remaining sites. It is a victim of the philistine notion that heathland destruction
constitutes “development of worthless land.”

NVC: M 13,16,21; S25; W 4

Ascot: the plant was present on bogs near Ascot railway in Druce’s time, but sadly it is long extinct
following drainage of Sunningwell Bog. In Swinley Forest, near the pond at [8897 6487], deeply
embedded in woodland, where the plant has benefited from the removal of the dense birch canopy
during conservation work (by John Ward-Smith, May 2007; and see Mill Pond, below).

East Berks: damp heaths and bogs, very local and decreasing. Bagshot Heath, Finchampstead Leas,
Sandhurst, Poppy Hills, Ambarrow, Broadmoor Bottom, Owls Moor, Windsor Park in Druce’s time.
Bowen knew the plant from Wellington College, Owlsmoor, Swinley Park and Ascot (1966). An
excellent population survives around Mill Pond south-east of the Lookout in Bracknell Forest [8865],
at Bush Fields [887646] and Cobblers Hole [895644], and in the bog on the western edge of the firing
range at Poppy Hills [8663]. Also still found at Broadmoor Bottom [855630] and Rapley Lake
[8964], but the biggest population is west of the Wish Brook between the bridges at [875624] and
[877627]. 1t also grows at the point where the southern track crosses the Wishmoor Bottom bridge on
the Berkshire side of the stream, but this site is drying out and is in serious danger of being overgrown
by encroaching woodland. 1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: restricted to [86]

West Berks: Greenham Common [46], Crookham Common (RDG) [56] in 1935, and pre-1897
records from Aldermaston Decoy [66]. Atlas 2000: no records.

FAGACEAE
Fagus sylvatica L. Beech mm 4

A dominant component of woods on the chalk plateau, and commonly planted and self-sown in
plantations, hedges and parks elsewhere. The leaves support a variety of galls, including pin galls of
Eriophyes nervisequus and hairy Hartigiola annulipes. The big solitary flask-shaped galls on the
upper surface, tapered into a point, are made by the midge Mikiola fagi. The Beech Aphid is
Phyllaphis fagi which in summer secretes wax in white cottony flocks. The commonest leaf miners
are Stigmella tityrella, S. hemargyrella, Lithocolletis faginella, Phyllonorycter maestingella,
Nepticula basalella and the beetle Rhynchaenus fagi (whose adults eat shotgun-like holes in the
leaves). White wax on the underside of leaves hides the nymphs of the callaphidid Phyllaphis fagi.
The trunks of older trees are sometimes pitted with white waxy spots of the scale insect Cryptococcus
fagisuga. From 2005 onwards, the seed crop has often been destroyed by troops of Rose-ring
Parakeets. There used to be a forest-based, beech-wood furniture industry in the Chilterns, just north
of the Thames in High Wycombe.

NVC: W 4,8,10,12,14,15,16,21,24,25



89

Silwood Park: most of the finest beech trees in the woods around the Manor House were undoubtedly
planted (probably ¢.1800 after the first house was built, and the land between the house and the
Cannon crossroads was claimed from the common; see p. 218). The plant does regenerate from seed,
and there are middle-aged self-sown trees in all of the woods on drier soils. There used to be a
beautiful beech hanger on Wood Bank with trees up to 260cm bhg, but it was destroyed during the
Great Storm of 16 October 1987, and Wood Bank is now little more than an extended bracken patch.
There are still some good beech trees in South Lodge Wood, but the individuals that were earmarked
for preservation in Garden Wood after site clearance for the new Science Park were all blown down
in the great storms (most of them in October 1987, the remainder in January 1990). Because the
Silwood beech trees are almost all of the same age, so they are all starting to go into decline at about
the same time. Many of them are shedding large limbs, or their trunks are snapping off at about 15m
above the ground. Beech wood decays very quickly once fallen to the ground, and most of the
skeletons left after the October 1987 storm were in an advanced state of decomposition by autumn
2000, and have virtually disappeared by 2004 (e.g. the massive tree at The Farm that fell across the
path up the hill to Astrophysics; its skeletal remains were finally bulldozed away in September 2009
during preparation work for the new drive to the rebuilt Silwood Farm). Young plants, grown in the
clearing behind the Japanese Garden from 1980-87 were used to plant the landscaping on the Science
Park in 1988 and have grown very well. Thinning began in winter 1999-2000 to allow full crown
development on the surviving trees. Without doubt, Silwood’s finest beech tree is the bundle-planted
individual by the Lily Pond opposite the Conservatory. This had a girth of 6.49m in April 2004
around the base of its 6 roughly equal-sized trunks. The older beech trees suffered badly during the
consecutive droughts of 1989-90 and 1995-96 but most of them recovered their canopy density during
the subsequent wetter-than-average years. The fine young self-sown tree on the Cannon Path edge of
the Croquet Lawn showed itself to be a very early-flushing individual in the very late spring of 2006:
it had been in full leaf for over a week on 29 April 2006 when the other beech trees were still in tight
bud; again, in the cool spring of 2008, it was in full leaf on 20 April 2008 when the other trees were
still in bud.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m?

1 1 8 14 55

East Berks: “there are delightful beech woods at Sonning, Wargrave, Cookham, Park Place, and
Quarry Woods near Marlow. Associated plants include Neottia, Monotropa, Cephalanthera,
Epipactis, Scilla. When the wood becomes mixed with other trees then Ajuga, Lamium galeobdolon,
Milium, Elymus, Lysimachia nemorum are amongst the first plants to put in an appearance” (Druce).
Locally dominant on the chalk near Henley and Bisham. The woodland rides on Holliday Plain
[9274] are lined by Copper Beech. There are two very fine specimens of F. sylvatica ‘Pendula’ in the
Wokingham Road cemetery [734733] in Reading. 55% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: occasional throughout. Atlas 2000: all squares

9 Fagus F. crenata, F. engleriana, F. grandifolia, F. grandifolia var. carolinana, F. japonica, F.
orientalis, F. sylvatica ‘Cochleata’, F. sylvatica ‘Cockleshell’, F. sylvatica ‘Cristata’, F. sylvatica
Cuprea, F. sylvatica ‘Dawyck’, F. sylvatica var. heterophylla ‘Aspleniifolia’, F. sylvatica ‘Mercedes’,
F. sylvatica ‘Pendula’, F. sylvatica ‘Prince George of Crete’, F. sylvatica ‘Purple Fountain’, F.
sylvatica ‘Riversii’, F. sylvatica ‘Zlatia’

Nothofagus obliqua (Mirb.) Blume Roble emm 5
Fagus obliqua Mirbel



90

East Berks: much planted in parkland. There is a fine avenue leading down the riding track from
Blacknest Gate to Johnson’s Pond on the edge of Valley Gardens in Windsor Great Park. Self-seeding
on dry banks close to the parents in the Crown Estates woodlands adjacent to Winkfield Road [9373]
in 2002.

West Berks: Fence Wood sawmills (RNG) [519725] in 1972, Bagley Wood (RNG) [5002] in 1977
and Tubney Wood [4400] in 1978.

Nothofagus spp. grow very quickly in Silwood Park, and N. dombeyi has done particularly well.

4| Nothofagus N. alessandrii, N. alpina, N. antarctica, N. betuloides, N. cunninghamii, N. dombeyi,
N. fusca, N. menziesii, N. moorei, N. obliqua, N. pumilio, N. solandri, N. solandri var. cliffortioides,
N. truncata

Castanea sativa Mill. Sweet Chestnut omm7 T

Plantations, woods, parks, etc. Frequent or locally dominant on acid soils in south-east Berkshire,
occasional as single trees elsewhere. Absent from the chalk. Along with Turkey oak and sycamore,
this is one of the most important invasive alien trees on acid sandy soils. Extensive groves of natural
regeneration are interspersed amongst sweet chestnut coppice plantations throughout the Crown
Estate woodlands in the east of the county. The leaves are mined by Stigmella basigutella, S.
ruficapitella and Ectoedemia albifasciella. The nuts of sweet chestnut are much loved by grey
squirrels, despite the spiny coat of the fruits.

Silwood Park: there are some wonderful specimens in the park, but without doubt the finest is the
massive bundle-planted individual at Silwood Lodge, next to the Ashurst Road which is the largest
tree in Silwood Park. This had a girth of 11.15m around the base of its 6 trunks in April 2004. The
chains supporting the upper limbs were cut away in 1979 but it nevertheless survived both the
October 1987 and January 1990 storms. Sadly, it has now begun to fall apart, and had to be severely
pruned in 1998 after dropping several large limbs dangerously close to Professor Hassell’s children.
Very commonly self-sown in woodland and on waste ground. Seedlings even appear in arable fallow
at Pound Hill and Silwood Bottom and were buried by Grey Squirrels in the raised beds at Ashurst.
There are large individuals on Elm Slope (395cm bhg in 1979), Sunninghill Crossroads (369cm),
Ashurst Path (356cm), Four Acre Field (311cm). The big double-trunked individual in the
Rhododendron Exclosure behind the Tennis Court blew down on 16 January 2007, squashing tow of
the prize Rhododendrons (this was 2 days before the great gale of 18 January 2007 when 12 people
were killed by falling walls, tree branches and blown-over vehicles).

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m> 10,000 m>
1 1 0 5 40

East Berks: “Everywhere about Wellington College, Bisham Wood, Quarry Wood, Bowsey Hill,
Sandhurst” in Druce’s time. Especially common, and forming local monocultures, in parts of Windsor
Great Park and the Crown Estate Woodlands between Bracknell and Bagshot. Dominant over large
parts of Simon’s Wood (NT) at Finchampstead, and on the southern parts of the firing range at the
Royal Military Academy at Sandhurst. Very rare in chalk woodland as at Bisham [8585]. 38%
(1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: occasional south of 80 and in the Northern Loop, but absent from the chalk. Atlas 2000:
all except [69]
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4 Castanea C. sativa ‘Albomarginata’
9 Lithocarpus L. densiflorus, L. edulis
Quercus cerris L. Turkey Oak emm5 T

Woods and heaths, mainly on acid soils. Well established and locally frequent in south-east
Berkshire, but absent from calcareous soils. Now regarded as a major pest in some woodland nature
reserves and conservation areas. Not only do its saplings take up space that would be better occupied
by saplings of native Q. robur, but the Knopper gall insects of Andricus quercuscalicis and the spiky
galls of the recently arrived 4. meyri are both harboured overwinter in the male flower buds of Q.
cerris and kill substantial numbers of acorns of the native tree in their agamic summer generation,
further reducing recruitment of Q. robur (see p. 230). This is a wonderful example of indirect
competition between two plant species. Active persecution of Q. cerris has been in operation on the
Crown Estates since 1992. However, many of the largest Turkey oaks are important landscape
features on private land and are most unlikely to be felled to promote the conservation of Q. robur.
The Turkey oak also harbours the relatively innocuous sexual generations of three other species of
alien gall wasps (Andricus kollari, A. corruptrix and A. lignicola) which then spend their agamic
generations attacking the leaf buds of Quercus robur. Like most alien plants, Turkey Oak is attacked
by very few native herbivores. Indeed, in most years the leaves are so clean that they look as if they
have been sprayed with insecticide. Only one leaf miner is at all common; this is Acrocercops
brongniardella, the species that mines out the upper leaf cells, leaving only the transparent upper
epidermis (like a thin layer of skin), while leaving the lower cells intact, so that you can not see the
mine from beneath.

Silwood Park: much planted in the boundary woodlands towards the end of the nineteenth century
and the self-sown offspring of these large trees are abundant. The largest individuals (222cm bhg in
1979) are on Buckhurst Road behind Southwood Halls but there are substantial trees (157cm in 1979)
on the Cannon Path, Farm Road and elsewhere. The trees on Gunness’s Hill and Observatory Ridge
are all self-sown. On 1 June 2006 the male flowers of most trees were hung with heavy bunches of
currant-like galls of Andricus grossulariae and there was a bumper acorn crop in autumn 2006 after
several years of very low crops.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m’ 10,000 m>
0 0 1 14 31

Ascot: a weedy tree in the Crown Estate Woodland. Selective felling was started in the mid 1990s
with the long term aim of eliminating the species. However, too many of the older trees are currently
important landscape features to make any attempts at immediate clearance a realistic proposition. The
dominant tree in many roadside plantings (e.g. on Charters Road opposite the school).

East Berks: not in Druce. First record, Bracknell (1918). Particularly common as big, mature trees on
and around the Bearwood and Billingbear estates, and in Martin’s Heron. Self-sown in heathland at
Poppy Hills [8663] in 2002 and in the bog at Wishmoor Bottom [8763] in 2004. 32% (1km?). Atlas
2000: all squares

West Berks: not in Druce. A southerly distribution, occasional in the Kennet valley, rarer in the
Thames valley and absent from the interior (north of 80 and south of 95) but occasional in the
Northern Loop and in the southern suburbs of Oxford. Atlas 2000: all except [28], [38], [48], [68]
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Quercus ilex L. Evergreen Oak emm 5

Plantations, roadsides and hedges, commonly planted and occasionally self-sown, especially on the
chalk. Told from cork oak, Q. suber, by its straight midrib (the vein is slightly kinked or sinuous in
cork oak). The leaves are often mined on their under-surface by Phyllonorycter messaniella.

Silwood Park: always planted with us, and not regenerating from seed. In the middle of the grassland
on Rookery Slope, abundant in the hedgerow facing the Ashurst Path, overhanging the London Road
at Silwood House, Tractor Sheds, Silwood Lodge, Drive Lawns, by the Ha Ha.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m> 10,000 m>
0 1 0 1 6

Ascot: rather rare to the west (e.g. Ascot Place), but common to the east in Windsor Great Park. On
the corner between Ascot United and Ascot Heath golf course [927693].

East Berks: Sonning, Remenham, Binfield, Bear Grove, Bisham, Bray, Cookham. Swallowfield,
Whiteknights Park. High Wood Bulmershe, Frogmore, White Place Farm. 6% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all
squares

West Berks: Shrivenham [28], Coleshill [29], Letcombe Bassett and Kingston Lisle [38], Buckland
[39], Benham Park, Mary Hare School for the Deaf in Greenham [46], by the church at Farnborough
[48], Milton Wood and self-sown in Dry Sandford Pit [49], Foxcombe Hill, Boars Hill, Tubney Wood
and Wytham [40], Wasing Park [56], Blewburton Hill [58], Radley and Sutton Courtenay [59],
Bagley Wood [50], Mortimer and Burghfield [66], Purley, Old Deerpark Wood and Englefield Park
[67]. Atlas 2000: all except [36], [37], [47], [69]

[Quercus canariensis Willd. Algerian Oak] emm 5

Produces good crops of sound acorns in Silwood Park. These have been grown on and planted out as
saplings in 1997 (e.g. in the mid section of the Cannon Path and in the William Penney arboretum),
but their male parentage is uncertain (e.g. they are likely to be hybrids with Q. robur). Natural
recruitment from seed has not yet been observed.

[Quercus faginea Lam. Portuguese Oak] emm 5

Seeding freely in Silwood and planted from home-grown acorns, as for Q. canariensis. Clearly the
most vigorous of all the semi-evergreen oaks planted during landscaping of the Science Park in 1987.
Natural recruitment from seed has not yet been observed.

Quercus petraea (Matt.) Liebl. Sessile Oak mm 4
Quercus robur L. var. petraca Mattuschka

Woods and plantations on acid soils, usually planted. Local and rare. Natural regeneration has not
been observed despite the occasional production of massive acorn crops in mast years like 1995.

Silwood Park: we have only planted individuals. There are 3 trees on the slope above the Nuclear
Reactor at the end of the Immunology Building, one in the extension between the Japanese Garden
and London Road, and another 3 next to Unit E on the Science Park. The biggest population is in
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Mann’s Copse where they were planted in rows in1986, to form the standard trees in a new coppice-
with-standards woodland.

East Berks: uncommon as planted specimens throughout Windsor Great Park (32m x 5.3m in 1966)
and rare in Bracknell Forest. Bearwood, Wellington College, Wishmoor Bottom, Clayhill Farm. Atlas
2000: all except [78], [88]

West Berks: rare in the Kennet valley and in the Northern Loop as at Wytham and Foxcombe Hill
[40], Bagley [50], etc. Planted in many of the larger estates along the Kennet valley as at Hamstead
Park [46]. Also on Snelsmore Common [47], Bucklebury [56], Lowerhill Farm [59] and Church End
Copse [67]. Atlas 2000: [29], [36], [47], [40], [56], [57], [59], [50], [67]

Quercus x rosacea Bechst. = Q. petraea x Q. robur

There is a crude but useful scoring system for determining hybrid oaks. Score 2 points for
pedunculate acorns, 1 point for sessile acorns; 2 points for simple hairs or no hairs in the axils of the
leaf veins below, 1 point for stellate (star-shaped) hairs; 2 points for a lobed leaf base, 1 point for
cuneate (wedge-shaped; score 1.5 if one side of the petiole has a lobe and the other side is cuneate !);
2 points for petiole less than 1cm long, 1 point for petiole more than 1cm. Add your 4 scores together,
then:

8 points pure Q. robur (the common hedgerow oak, dominant in woodlands on acid soil)

4 points pure Q. petraea (rare in Berkshire, except as an occasional planted tree)

0. x rosacea , the higher the score, the closer to Q. robur (occasional, both

5-7 points planted and self-seeded)

If you can not find any acorns, then the scores are out of 6, and the hybrids score 4 or 5.
Silwood Park: no records, all our naturally seeded trees are pure Q. robur.

East Berks: commonly planted in Windsor Great Park and the Crown Estates woodlands, some of the
trees achieving great size.

West Berks: Bayworth [50] in 1963, Bucklebury [56] in 1980, Wytham [40] in 1987.
Quercus robur L. Pedunculate Oak mm 4

Woods, hedges, coppices. Abundant to locally dominant in most woods and frequent in plantations
hedges and parks. “Berkshire affordeth abundance of trees of all kinds, though her Oakes in Windsor
Forest come only under commendation” (Fuller’s Worthies, 1672). “The King Oak, is said to have
been a favourite of William the Conqueror, who first made Windsor a Royal Forest. It stands near
Cranbourne Enclosure and although quite hollow is still healthy. So long ago as 1829, Professor
Burnet lunched in it, and says that ten or twelve people might sit down comfortably to dinner in it.”
The King Oak measured 15.2m x 11.2m. The timber was used in ship building, wine barrels and the
construction of buildings, the acorns were an important seasonal source of food for domestic pigs
(“pannage”) and the bark was used in tanning. The acorns were an emergency source of food for
humans in times of famine. Told from the much rarer (and usually planted) Q. petraea by its short
petiole, stalked acorn cups, and lack of stellate hairs by the mid-vein on the leaf under-surface. Told
from the common alien Q. cerris by the lack of “whiskers” on the winter buds and much deeper leaf-
lobing. Q. cerris had very distinctive, sessile, spiny acorn cups that are borne on last year’s twigs.
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More species of herbivorous insects attack Q. robur than any other British plant (¢.300 species). The
most conspicuous of these are the gall-formers (with ¢.35 species). On acorns you will find the sticky,
angular Knopper gall of Andricus quercuscalicis (first recorded in Britain in 1956) and the sticky,
spiky galls of A. mayri (a recent arrival but on some trees already more abundant than the long-
established Knopper gall). On twigs there are two spherical, woody galls; the larger, smoother species
is A. kollari and the smaller, rougher one is 4. lignicola. Single, big emergence holes in these galls
show that the gall-maker survived; many smaller holes mean that it was attacked by parasitoids, and
several of these emerged instead. All three of these gall species are aliens from south-east Europe and
all are host-alternating species spending their winter, sexual generations on the Turkey Oak, Q. cerris.
Big, soft galls on stems of Q. robur in early spring are made by the native Biorhiza pallida, a multi-
celled gall. Spherical galls on the undersides of the leaves are Cynips quercus-folii or C. longiventris.
The undersides of the leaves in autumn are often completely covered by myriad spangle galls. The
commonest species (like spotted miniature flying saucers) is Neuroterus quercusbaccarum and the
next most common (like shiny brown doughnuts) are the silk-button galls of N. numismalis. One of
the gall formers turns buds into “artichokes”; this is Andricus fecundator. Another produces clusters
of cotton wool; this is A. quercus-ramuli. The commonest defoliating caterpillars are Winter Moth
Operophtera brumata, Green Tortrix Tortrix viridana and Mottled Umber Erannis defoliaria; which
are capable of stripping an oak completely of its first (May) crop of leaves, but the tree will refoliate
in June after the insects have pupated. Such defoliations are occasionally observed in parts of
Windsor Great Park, but have never occurred in Silwood Park in the period 1979-2004. The most
common leaf miners are the blotch-mine Eriocrania subpurpurella which destroys the tips of the
leaves, Rynchaenus quercus which makes a narrow serpentine mine, various Phyllonorycter spp.
(these are oval mines on the underside of the leaf, covered in “tissue paper” with a long, central fold).
Perhaps the most interesting leaf mine is created by Acrocercops brongniardella in which the larva
eats only the upper epidermis, leaving the underside of the leaf undamaged and creating a flimsy
transparent window on the upper surface. Early in spring, you will find adults of the conspicuous, red-
and-black frog hopper Cercopis vulneraria. The huge brown aphids that feed on young twigs are
Lachnus roboris, often attended by ants.

Unlike Q. petraea, which is a mast-fruiting species producing large acorn crops only every 4 to 10
years and few if any acorns in the intervening years, Q. robur produces big acorn crops every other
year (this is known as alternate bearing; see p. 232); e.g. there was a big crop of acorns in 2004 but
virtually nothing in 2005. The first flush of leaves in April-May is sometimes followed by a second
burst of growth in early July, and occasionally by a third in August. The second growth produces
what are called “Lammas shots” despite the fact that it is the third flush that actually happens at
Lammas-tide (August 1). The Lammas shoots are often snowy white with the alien Oak Powdery
Mildew Microsphaera alphitoides. Determining the causes of Oak Decline has proved to be a
complex problem. Many factors appear to interact to weaken and eventually kill the trees, including
attack by phloem-dwelling jewel beetles Agrilus pannonicus. The fungus responsible for Sudden Oak
Death Phytophthora ramorum, a pathogen causing disease in trees along the west coast of America,
has not been found on oak trees in Britain, and we profoundly hope that it stays that way.

NVC: W 1,4-6,8,10,12-16,21,24,25

Silwood Park: seedlings come up everywhere, except in dense shade. Oak is the most widespread
vascular plant species in Silwood in the hectare plots, and the thirteenth most frequent even in the
smallest quadrats. Very susceptible to late frosts when the leaves are just unfurling. The tree on the
London Road edge of South Lodge Wood opposite Knight Frank is typically the first individual into
leaf each year. On 19 April 1995 all but the latest flushing trees were completely defoliated, top to
bottom. Bud burst was extremely late the following year, when even the early flushing individuals
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had closed buds on 16 April 1996. Bud burst has got progressively earlier over the 20 years of the
study, as winter temperatures have increased. There was mass-recruitment of oak woodland during
the period immediately after the myxomatosis epidemic of the mid-1950s. Prior to that, large areas
had been kept as grassland by rabbit grazing. The woodlands on Merten’s Acres, Observatory Ridge,
Elm Hill and Water Meadow all date from this period. These are a wonderful example of a woodland
caused by a virus. The oaks started self-pruning their lower branches in about 1978, and self-thinning
(death of whole trees) began in the early 1990s. Erection of rabbit fences underneath these young oak
woodlands demonstrates that the bare leaf litter on the forest floor is attributable to rabbit grazing not
to shade (see Plate 14). There was a curious episode of branch-shedding in September 2004 when 4
massive veterans dropped huge horizontal branches on windless nights within 10 days of one another;
two of the trees were in The Rookery overhanging Ashurst Road, one was on the bank above The
Reactor and one was in Garden Wood. All I can think is that the weight of the acorn crop was the
final straw that broke the camel’s back. The oaks behind the Reactor were pollarded in March 2002,
but all of them died as a result. Several of the veteran oaks have bird-sown holly, llex aquifolium,
growing epiphytically on their larger branches. The last surviving veteran oak of the Silwood Bottom
Group blew down on Monday 9 January 2006 (Tree 1008 was felled pointing northwards in the Great
Storm of 16 October 1987). It fell with its trunk pointing eastwards and was xxx m tall when it died.
The trunk remained intact as the root-ball was ripped out of the ground. In the very late spring of
2006, most of the trees had only just started to show green between the bud scales on 22 April 2006.
The acorn crop was unusually large in 2006 following a very late spring (e.g. the early-flushing Trees
1 and 2 had unfurling leaves and male flowers but were not yet at anthesis on 29 April 2006, while
other trees were still in tight bud on this date). In the great storm of 18 January 2007 the veteran oak
Tree 1018 lost one half of its canopy when the trunk on the Virginia Water side blew down (it
damaged the canopy of neighbouring Tree 1019). The top of the tree in the corner of Ashurst and
Rookery blew down and demolished the boundary fence below the graveyard. Other losses included a
giant Pinus sylvestris behind The Heath on Cannon Path, but what we imagined to be the more
vulnerable trees all survived (e.g. the big Beeches and the tallest of the Cedars were unaffected).

The spring of 2006 was exceptionally late (oak flushed at roughly the same time as the ash) but 2007
was unusually early (by 9 April 2007 Tree 1001 had unfurled leaves and male flowers (phenology
stage 4), and the latest of the trees, Tree 1026, had reached stage 4 (on the verge of anthesis) by 27
April 2007). In contrast, 2008 was a late spring with a cool April (and snow on April 6) and delayed
bud burst, but the highest levels of defoliation seen for many a year. The big oak-fall gap in Cascade
Marsh [93858 68917] had a good population of Carex ovalis and Stellaria uliginosa on 15 June 2009.
The spring of 2009 had the highest level of oak-defoliation by insects I have ever seen at Silwood,
with many trees suffering 100% leaf loss (but others, needless to say, affected hardly at all).

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m?
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Ascot: the ancient oak woodlands in Windsor Great Park support more veteran trees per hectare than
are found in any other part of Europe. They form part of the World Heritage Site, and support several
Red Data Book insect species and many rare fungi that are associated with veteran oaks (see p. 1269).

East Berks: the dominant tree on clay, locally abundant on acid sands, but rare in chalk woodlands as
at Bisham [9585] where it is scattered (and probably planted) amongst ash, beech, sycamore and
wych elm. 96% (1km?), easily the most frequent of all our trees. Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: since the demise of the elms, oak is now the commonest hedgerow and farmland tree in
the Thames Valley and the Vale of the White Horse. Atlas 2000: all squares
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Quercus rubra L. Red Oak emm 5
Quercus borealis Michaux f. var. maxima (Marshall) Ashe

Silwood Park: widely planted, it produces plenty of sound acorns every 3-5 years, but these never
produce seedlings. Silwood Lodge, at the end of the Ha Ha by the Machinery Centre, on the Science
Park, and by William Penney.

Ascot: rarely self-sown, as at Virginia Water (1974-2004). Planted in wild-looking vegetation on the
western edge of Ascot Racecourse.

East Berks: Warren Lodge, Ambarrow, Coppid Beech roundabout, Popeswood, West Hanworth,
Ashley Hill, Chalkpit House, Harvest Hill, locally frequent in the Crown Estates woodlands in
Windsor Great Park. 2% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [77], [86], [87], [88], [97]

West Berks: regenerating at Yattendon [57] in 1986 and Turners Green [56] in 1988. Trees at Moor
Copse [67], Aldermaston Court [56] in 1970 but not regenerating. Atlas 2000: [56], [57], [59], [50],
[67], [69]
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[Quercus frainetto Ten. Hungarian Oak) emm 5
Told at one by its huge, deeply lobed leaves.

Silwood Park: much planted in the late 1980s. Mysterious sudden deaths of 2 well-grown, formerly
vigorous individuals in 2000 (the plants never leafed-out in spring 2001). One, outside Unit A on the
Science Park, and the other in the avenue between London Road and the Japanese Garden. No
symptoms in the years before they died, but extensive beetle galleries evident once the bark fell off.

East Berks: planted incongruously on waste ground on the industrial estate by Easthampstead Road
in Bracknell.

West Berks: no records.

9 Quercus There is an almost comprehensive collection of hardy Quercus in the arboretum at
Silwood Park. They were introduced originally in 1987 as part of an experiment to discover the host
plant ranges of oak-galling cynipid wasps. Things then got out of hand, and the planting became
seriously obsessive. By November 2004 there were 177 Quercus taxa growing in Silwood Park, and
by October 2008 there were 198 taxa, and by October 2009 there were 212. There is still a long way
to go, of course, since there were 531 species of Quercus, worldwide, at the last count.

A plant grown from an acorn at Letterewe in Wester Ross was planted out in winter 2008-9 in the
narrow strip between the Hamilton Car Park and MScan. I have called it Quercus ‘Letterewe
Seedling’ as it is not yet obvious whether it is Q. robur or Q. X rosacea. The 7 red oaks on North
Gravel facing the BP Greenhouse were planted in December 2008.

Q. acherdophylla, Q. acuta, Q. acutissima, Q. acutissima subsp. chenii, Q. affinis, Q. agrifolia, Q.
alba, Q. alba f. elongata, Q. aliena, Q. alnifolia, Q. arizonica, Q. arkansana, Q. austrina, Q. baloot,
0. X beadlei, Q. X bebbiana, Q. berberidifolia, Q. bicolor, Q. X bimundorum, Q. breweri, Q. buckleyi,
Q. X bushii, Q. canariensis, Q. canbyi, Q. castaneifolia, Q. castaneifolia ‘Green Spire’, Q. cerris
‘Argenteovariegata’, Q. cerris ‘Marmorata’, Q. cerris ‘Wodan’, Q. chapmanii, Q. chrysolepis, Q.
coccifera, Q. coccinea, Q. coccinea ‘Splendens’, Q. ‘Columna’, Q. comptoniae, Q. crassipes, Q.
crispa, Q. cyrille, Q. dalechampii, Q. dentata, Q. dentata ‘Carl Ferris Miller’, Q. douglasii, Q.
dumosa, Q. durata, Q. durifolia, Q. elliottii, Q. ellipsoidalis, Q. ellipsoidalis ‘Hemelrijk’, Q. emoryii,
0. engelmannii, Q. fabrei, Q. faginea, Q. falcata, Q. falcata var. pagodifolia, Q. X fernaldii, Q.
frainetto, Q. fusiformis, Q. gambelii, Q. garryana, Q. garryana X turbinella, Q. geminata, Q.
georgiana, Q. gilva, Q. glabrescens, Q. glandulifera, Q. glauca, Q. graciliformis, Q. gravesii, Q.
hartwissiana, Q. X hastingsii, Q. X hawkinsiae, Q. haylandii, Q. hemisphaerica, Q. X heterophylla, Q.
X hickelii, Q. X hickelii ‘Gieszelhorst’, Q. X hispanica ‘Wageningen’, Q. hypoleucoides, Q. ilex, Q.
ilicifolia, Q. imbricaria, Q. incana, Q. infectoria, Q. infectoria subsp. veneris, Q. introgressa, Q.
ithaburensis, Q. X jackiana, Q. kelloggii, Q. X kewensis, Q. laevis, Q. ‘Langtry’, Q. laurifolia, Q. X
leana, Q. leucotrichophora, Q. liaotungensis, Q. X libanerris, Q. X libanerris ‘Rotterdam’, Q. libani,
Q. lobata, Q. longipes, Q. X lucombeana, Q. X lucombeana ‘Ambrozyana’, Q. X lucombeana
‘Diversifolia’, Q. X lucombeana ‘Suberosa’, Q. X lucombeana ‘Wageningen’, Q. X lucombeana
‘William Lucombe’, Q. X ludoviciana, Q. lyrata, Q. macedonica, Q. macranthera, Q. macrocarpa, Q.
macrolepis, Q. marilandica, Q. mexicana, Q. michauxii, Q. mongolica, Q. mongolica var.
grosseserrata, Q. montana, Q. muehlenbergii, Q. X mutabilis, Q. myrsinifolia, Q. nigra, Q. nuttallii,
Q. obtusa, Q. oglethorpensis, Q. oxyodon, Q. palustris, Q. parvula, Q. petraea ‘Columna’, Q. petraea
‘Insecata’, Q. petraea ‘Mespilifolia’, Q. petraeca ‘Purpurea’, Q. phellos, Q. phellos latifolia, Q.
phillyreoides, Q. planipocula, Q. ‘Pondaim’, Q. polymorpha, Q. pontica, Q. prinoides, Q. prinus, Q.
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pubescens, Q. pungens, Q. pyrenaica, Q. rysophylla, Q. X riparia, Q. robur ‘Atropurpurea’, Q. robur
‘Compacta’, Q. robur ‘Concordia’, Q. robur ‘Cucullata’, Q. robur ‘Dissecta’, Q. robur ‘Facrist’, Q.
robur f. fastigiata, Q. robur X lobata, Q. robur X macrocarpa, Q. robur X macrocarpa, Q. robur
‘Pectinata’, Q. robur f. pendula, Q. robur ‘Purpurascens’, Q. robur X turbinella, Q. robur f.
variegata, Q. X rosacea ‘Filicifolia’, Q. rubra, Q. rubra ‘Aurea’, Q. rubra ‘Sunshine’, Q. rugosa, Q.
X runcinata, Q. sadleriana, Q. sartorii, Q. X saulei, Q. X schochiana, Q. schottkyana, Q. X schuettei,
Q. serrata, Q. shumardii, Q. stellata, Q. suber, Q. texana, Q. trojana, Q. turbinella, Q. X turneri, Q.
undulata, Q. vacciniifolia, Q. variabilis, Q. velutina, Q. velutina ‘Rubrifolia’, Q. virginiana, Q.
‘Warburgii’, Q. wislizenii

Sad, sudden loss of the well grown Q. nuttallii by the hornbeam opposite MScan; it was fine in the
autumn of 2007 but never leafed out in spring 2008; it was cut down and is regenerating from the
stump in June 2008. Many of the larger suckers fell off mysteriously in late summer 2009, but two
shoots survived in October 2009. The small Q. rugosa in Drive Field may have survived (assumed
dead but not pulled up), but the tiny Q. dentata in South Lodge Wood never leafed out in 2008. The
small Q. rugosa in Drive Field was in good condition again by October 2009 having survived another
setback when rabbits got inside its fence and felled all the shoots at ground level in winter 2008-09.

BETULACEAE

Betula pendula Roth Silver Birch mm 4
Betula alba L., pro parte
Betula verrucosa Ehrh.

Woods and thickets on light soil. Loudon (1695) says that birch is supposed to have been once so
plentiful in Berkshire as to have given the name to that county. Locally dominant on heaths and felled
woods on acid soils. Occasional in most woods but rare on the chalk. A pestilential weed of heathland
nature reserves, requiring regular mechanical removal or burning to control it. The tree has a rich
herbivore fauna, with several conspicuous leaf miners (flies like Agromyza alnibetulae, and microleps
like blotch miner Eriocrania sparmanella, serpentine miners like Stigmella (6 spp.), Ectoedemia
occultella, Lyonetia clarkella (which leaves a serpentine chain of frass in the mine), leaf-edge folders
like Paronix betulae, and ‘mobile cigars’ like Coleophora fuscedinella). There is a cute leaf roller that
wraps up the tip of the leaf into a barrel suspended from the base of the leaf by the midrib (roll gall
weevil Deporaus betulae). Small birch trees are sometimes stripped of all their leaves in May or June
by aggregations of adult weevils Polydrusus sericeus (conspicuous by their metallic sheen). Birch
sawfly larvae feed in ranks along the edge of the leaves, and the caterpillars of dozens of species of
moths may be collected by beating. The commonest aphids on birch leaves are FEuceraphis
punctipennis and Betulaphis quadrituberculata.

NVC: W 1,4,5,6,8,10,12,14,15,16,21

Silwood Park: dominant in monocultures on Hell Hill and locally in Nash’s Copse, and scattered
through all the other woodlands, both wet and dry. Less common than B. pubescens only in the
wettest, most acid sites. Benefited greatly from the Great Storm of 16 October 1987 with mass
regeneration in canopy gaps created by tree falls. The third most frequent tree in small quadrats, after
Quercus robur and Acer pseudoplatanus.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m?
9 16 24 55 79
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East Berks: much the commonest birch. Seedlings were common on compacted cleared ground
destined for factory development at Green Park, Reading [7069] on 2 September 2007. 66% (1km?).
Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: throughout, but rare on the chalk. Locally abundant on cinder in railway sidings at
Didcot Parkway Station [5290] in 2003. Atlas 2000: all squares

Betula pubescens Ehrh. Downy Birch mm 4
Betula alba L., pro parte
Betula pubescens subsp. pubescens

Heathy woods on light soils. Local. Bulmarsh, Earley, Bearwood, Finchampstead, Bracknell, Ascot,
Sunninghill. Locally frequent in woods and heaths on acid soil, usually with B. pendula. Told from
the latter by leaves with relatively broad tips so that the leaf tip is much rounder (acute to subacute)
than in B. pendula (which is acuminate at the apex). Note that, despite the name, the twigs and leaves
of B. pubescens are sometimes glabrous.

NVC: M 16; OV 27; W 1,4,5,6,8,10,12,14,15,16,24

Silwood Park: commonest in the wetter woods like Cascade Marsh and Hell Wood East, but often
growing intimately mixed in stands with B. pendula.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m?
4 4 7 13 21

Ascot: wet acid woodlands at The Orangery, Englemere Pond, Swinley, Kingsride, South Ascot and
Sunningwell Bog.

East Berks: common to the south of 75, but rare in the Thames valley to the north of this. Much more
local than B. pendula and all but confined to wet acid soils. 7% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all except [78]

West Berks: occasional in the Northern Loop and on acid ground in the Kennet valley, but absent
from the chalk and from the clays of the interior (north of 75 and south of 95). Atlas 2000: all except
[38], [48], [58], [68], [69]

9 Betula It is a great puzzle to me why ornamental birches are not common as garden escapes; they
grow really well, mature early, and set copious seed that is widely dispersed by wind. Our native B.
pendula is an invasive pest of heathland nature reserves. It is possible that alien birches are
overlooked as natives when they are young, but this is surely not likely once they are older. It may be
that their genes escape into hybrids with native birches, but we have no information on this. The
collection of birches in the Silwood arboretum runs to 79 taxa at present, but not a single one of them
has been recorded as self-sown so far (the European Garden Flora says “since self-sown seedlings
are quickly established, many garden specimens are of unknown hybrid origin”).

Betula davurica was in leaf on March 9 2007 before any other deciduous trees, and before Magnolia
stellata began to flower. This was a very odd year, with daffodils and baby rabbits on 1 January 2007
and a very warm wet February.

B. aetnensis, B. albosinensis, B. albosinensis var. septentrionalis, B. alleghaniensis, B. alnoides, B.
apoiensis, B. austrosinensis, B. borealis, B. X caerulea, B. calcicola, B. chichibuensis, B. chinensis, B.
cordifolia, B. costata, B. davurica, B. delavayi, B. delavayi, B. ermanii, B. ermanii ‘Grayswood Hill’,
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B. ermanii ‘Hakkoda Orange’, B. ‘Fetisowii’, B. fontinalis, B. forrestii, B. glandulifera, B.
glandulosa, B. globispica, B. grossa, B. ‘Hergest’, B. humilis, B. insignis, B. kamtschatica, B.
kenaica, B. lenta, B. litvinovii, B. luminifera, B. mandshurica var. japonica, B. maximowicziana, B.
medwedewii, B. megrelica, B. michauxii, B. nigra, B. ovalifolia, B. papyrifera, B. papyrifera var.
commutata, B. papyrifera subsp. humilis, B. papyrifera var. kenaica, B. pendula ‘Fastigiata’, B.
pendula ‘Laciniata’, B. pendula ‘Tristis’, B. pendula ‘Youngii’, B. platyphylla, B. platyphylla var.
Jjaponica, B. populifolia, B. potaninii, B. pubescens subsp. celtiberica, B. pumila, B. raddeana, B.
resinifera, B. schmidtii, B. szechuanica, B. tianschanica, B. X utahensis, B. utilis, B. utilis ‘BL&M
100°, B. utilis ‘F19505°, B. utilis ‘Gregory Birch’, B. utilis var. jacquemontii, B. utilis var.
Jjacquemontii ‘Doorenbos’, B. utilis var. jacquemontii ‘Grayswood Ghost’, B. utilis var. jacquemontii
‘Inverleith’, B. utilis var. jacquemontii ‘Jermyns’, B. utilis var. jacquemontii var. ‘Sauwala White’, B.
utilis var. jacquemontii ‘Silver Shadow’, B. utilis ‘Knightshayes’, B. utilis var occidentalis, B. utilis
var. prattii, B. utilis ‘Ramdang River’, B. utilis ‘Schilling’, B. utilis ‘Silver Queen’

Alnus glutinosa (L.) Gaertn. Alder mm 2
Betula alnus L. var. glutinosa L.

River-sides and damp woods, frequent by the banks of all the major rivers. “The Loddon slow with
verdant alders crowned” wrote Alexander Pope (see p. 187). Locally dominant in valley bottoms in
south Berkshire. Occasional in damp woods, by rivers and streams elsewhere. Absent from much of
the chalk. The leaves are often heavily pimpled by pin galls (Eriophyes laevis on the upper leaf
surface, and hairy spots of E. brevitarsus on the underside) and excavated by leaf miners (Stigmella
glutinosae, S. alnetella, Agromyza alnibetulae, Heteranthus vagans (blotch) and Phyllonorycter spp.).
The Alder Aphid is Pterocallis alni.

NVC: M 24,36, S 25; W 1,4-6,8,10

Silwood Park: the dominant plant on swampy ground all around The Lake, and on the banks of both
inflow streams and the outflow stream through Water Meadow and Nash’s Copse. The alder
woodland around the lake has expanded dramatically since 1950; when Imperial College bought the
property, the grasslands of Rush Meadow and Nursery Field came right down to the lake’s edge, and
there was an unimpeded view of Pound Hill from the Outflow Weir across the lake. Scattered in the
drier parts of the woodlands. The alder carr of Cascade Marsh is one of Silwood’s finest natural
habitats. Saplings common in the grassy triangle between The Farm and The Lake on 29 August
2011.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m’ 10,000 m>
2 4 5 8 19

East Berks: widespread; locally dominant along streams and on flat wet ground on acid soils, and
along the Thames, Loddon and Blackwater. Dominant in ferruginous swamps as at Longmoor Bog.
36% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: occasional throughout, except on the chalk (absent or rare north of 75 and south of 90).
Locally dominant in places along the ‘stripling Thames’ above Oxford. Atlas 2000: all except [48]

Alnus incana (L.) Moench Grey Alder emm2 1
Betula alnus L. var. incana L.

Much planted in land reclamation schemes and on re-covered tips. Occasional in hedgerows in the
countryside, a long way from houses. An increasingly popular tree, but always planted.
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Ascot: no records.

East Berks: planted by the side of Westacott Way [8479], the new road down to Maidenhead office
Park, by Coppid Beech roundabout [8368]. Atlas 2000: [76], [77], [86], [88]

West Berks: first recorded from Cothill (OXF) [49] in 1928 and 1978, Kennington pits (RNG) [50]
in 1977, Baynes Copse [56] in 1982, Turf Pits Covert [39] in 1983, Padworth College [66] in 1987,
Turner Green [56] in 1988. Atlas 2000: [28], [39], [47], [49], [56], [50], [66]

Alnus cordata (Loisel.) Duby [talian Alder emm 3 T
Betula cordata Lois.

Silwood Park: four self-sown seedlings in gaps in concrete between greenhouses 8A and 9A at the
Header House, about 100m from the most likely parent tree by the Fire Tank. The plants were
probably two years old on 8 November 2008.

Ascot: commonly planted but no records of self-sown plants until 2008 (above).

East Berks: planted at Dinton Pastures in 1986. Rare in the hedge by the Loddon-side path across
Whistley Park [7873] in 2002. 1% (1km?).

West Berks: at Didcot [59] in 1987. A long 1-sided avenue, planted along the road at Cholsey Stables
[68] in 2000 and on the Wasing Estate [585633] in 2003.

9 Alnus A. cordata, A. firma var. sieboldiana, A. glutinosa ‘Aurea’, A. glutinosa ‘Imperialis’, 4.
incana ‘Laciniata’, 4. maximiwiczii, A. nepalensis, A. rhombifolia, A. rubra, A. X spaethii

Carpinus betulus L. Hornbeam mm 4

Woods, plantations, hedges, coppices. From 2005 onwards, the seed crop has often been destroyed
by troops of Rose-ring Parakeets.
NVC: W 8,10,12

Silwood Park: much more frequent in our woodlands than in similar woods nearby, and regenerating
profusely: Sunninghill Crossroads, Ashurst Warren, Ashurst, by London Road off Four Acre Field
(170cm bhg in December 1979), Old Orchard, Rookery Slope, Cricket Wicket, Tennis Court, Drive
Lawns, West Observatory Ridge, Japanese Garden, South Lodge Wood, Reactor block, Merten’s
Acres, The Heath, Science Park, East Lodge. It is likely that it was extensively planted in the past, but
it is now frequently self-sown. The target of severe ring-barking attack by grey squirrels, the animals
sometimes kill large, mature trees. Seedlings were abundant in the rabbit exclosure beneath Cornus
nuttallii in 2004. The leaves are mined by Stigmella microtheriella, S. floslactella and Phyllonorycter
quinnata. The cultivar ‘Fastigiata’ keeps its leaves much later than the species, often until December,
as with the paired specimens on Ashurst Road and between CABI and the Centre for Population
Biology.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m?
0 0 1 2 17
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East Berks: widespread but uncommon. Conspicuous in Scarlett’s Wood at Hare Hatch [8177]. 28%
(1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: scattered in the Thames valley and in the east of the area (east of 50) but absent or rare
elsewhere. There are monoculture plantations in several parts of Bagley Wood [5102]. Atlas 2000:
all except [36]

9§ Carpinus C. betulus ‘Fastigiata’, C. caroliniana, C. coreana, C. japonica, C. laxiflora, C.
orientalis, C. tschonoskii, C. turczaninowii

4 Ostrya O. carpinifolia, O. japonica, O. virginiana

CORYLACEAE
Corylus avellana L. Hazel m 1

Woods, coppices, hedges, etc. Abundant in the lanes and woods of the chalk. Oak woods, locally
abundant; frequent in hedges in wooded districts. Commonest on nutrient-rich soils. The hazel nuts
are attacked by the weevil Curculio nucum while the leaves are mined by Phyllonorycter coryli,
Coleophora spp, Stigmella microtheriella and S. floslactella, and the leaf edge is folded by Paronix
avellanella. Buds are galled by the mite Eriophyes avellanae. The aphid Myzocallis coryli is
sometimes abundant, told from Corylobium avellanae by the latter’s long siphunculi.

NVC: W 1,4,6,8,10,12,14,16,21,22,24

Silwood Park: never very abundant, except in Mann’s Copse, where Hazel coppice with standards of
Quercus petraea was planted in the clearing in 1986. The first of these Hazels were thinned out in
1995. Otherwise, only a few scattered individuals in Nash’s Copse, Cannon Wood, The Rookery, etc.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m?
2 2 8 16 33

East Berks: occasional throughout, but rare on the acid sands in the south-east. 71% (1km?). Atlas
2000: all squares

West Berks: frequent in the Kennet valley and in the Northern Loop, occasional elsewhere. Often the
most abundant woody plant, as in Rivar Copse [3562]. Atlas 2000: all squares

q Corylus C. avellana ‘Aurea’, C. avellana ‘Contorta’, C. avellana ‘Cosford Cob’, C. avellana
‘Fuscorubra’, C. colurna, C. maxima ‘Purpurea’

PHYTOLACCACEAE

Phytolacca acinosa Roxb. Indian Pokeweed e ho6
Phytolacca americana auct., non L.
Phytolacca decandra auct., non L.

Ascot: local and rare in the grounds of Sunningdale Park 1971; still there in 2002. Never grown in
Silwood Park, and never recorded as a casual.
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East Berks: not in Druce; St Leonard’s (1963), Reading (RDG) in 1965, 1975 and 1982. Recently at
Farley Court, Reading, Ascot Place. Atlas 2000: [76], [77], [97]

West Berks: a yard in Newbury [46] in 1971. Self sown in the grounds of the Old Rectory at
Burghfield [6668] in 2004. Atlas 2000: [59]

AIZOACEAE
Tetragonia tetragonioides (Pall.) Kuntze New Zealand Spinach e h7

East Berks: occasionally grown as a garden vegetable; found as a throw-out at Woodley tip [7774] in
1971.

Delosperma cooperi (Hook. f.) L. Bol. e h7

Silwood Park: cultivated in considerable quantity in the open CABI Polytunnel in 2004 as part of a
biocontrol screening programme.

CHENOPODIACEAE
Spinacia oleracea L. Spinach e h7

Commonly grown in gardens and on allotments throughout Berkshire. Running quickly to seed in dry
years it is frequently self-sown. Over-recorded and often mistaken for Beta vulgaris. Popeye must
have known that the iron for which spinach is famous is water-soluble and hence the cooking water
needs to be reduced (e.g. with butter) and added back to the cooked leaves to obtain any benefit.

Chenopodium species are often hard to tell apart without microscopic inspection of the surface of the
ripe seeds. Even then, determination may be difficult. The variation within the species is so great that
recognition of hybrids from morphology alone is often impossible. An additional problem is that the
plants flower so late in the year that they are often frosted before they have ripened their seeds, which
renders them unidentifiable.

Chenopodium ambrosioides L. Mexican-tea e th 7
Chenopodium anthelminticum sensu H. Coste, non L.
Teloxys ambrosioides (L.) W.A. Weber

A garden oddity (a bit like Quinoa) grown in the past as a vermifuge, but now cultivated for its pink
tangles of flower stems.

East Berks: garden outcast in Reading in 1999.
Chenopodium botrys L. Sticky Goosefoot o th 7
East Berks: a casual wool alien found at Bray by A. Hutton in 1861.

Chenopodium capitatum (L.) Ambrosi Strawberry-blite o th 7
Blitum capitatum L.
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West Berks: on waste ground by the railway at Didcot [59] in 1895, and Dry Sandford [40] in 1927.
Chenopodium bonus-henricus L. Good-King-Henry ohs 51

Rather frequent by waysides and waste places, especially near villages in Druce’s time. Usually in
very small quantity by Bowen’s time. This is an intriguing case where a weedy species has shown a
substantial decline. Now something of a rarity, it is confined to middens and other nutrient rich, warm
soils close to buildings. Probably a victim of general rural tidying up, coupled with a discontinuation
of'its direct cultivation as a vegetable.

Silwood Park: very rare. A single plant on the Student’s Allotments 10 July 2000. Probably a stray
from seed sown as a vegetable. Not seen in 2001 or since.

Ascot: no other records.

East Berks: occasional in the arable belt, but rare to the north of this and absent from the south (south
of 75). Wargrave, Sonning, Shurlock Row, Haws Hill. Waltham St Lawrence, White Waltham,
Maidenhead, Cookham Moor, Bray. Recently at Shottesbrooke, Pitlands Farm and Holyport. <1%
(1km?). Atlas 2000: [87]

West Berks: occasional in the Northern Loop and in the centre of the region, but absent from the
northern clays and from the south-east. Extinct at many of its old locations. “Exceptionally common
in and near all the villages and hamlets about Beedon” [47] pre-1897. Tilehurst [67] in 1956 and
Wittenham and Radley [59] in 1987. Recent records from Faringdon and Little Coxwell [29],
Britchcombe Farm and West Challow [38], Baulking, Pucketty Farm, Stratford-in-the-Vale and
Grove [39]. In the grounds of The Priory at RAF Welford [4175] in June 2002. Atlas 2000: [29],
[371, [38], [39], [47], [40], [59], [50], [66], [67]

Chenopodium glaucum L. Oak-leaved Goosefoot e th 6

East Berks: not in Druce. Found by J.E. Lousley in a gravel yard by Ascot Place [915715] in 1933,
and on waste ground at Redhatch Copse [745708] in 1979.

Chenopodium rubrum L. Red Goosefoot th 6

Cultivated fields, manure heaps, rubbish tips, pond sides, rich waste ground. Rather frequent. This is
joint second commonest goosefoot (with C. polyspermum), but less than a tenth as common as C.
album. 1t is readily distinguished by its dark glossy green leaves with their conspicuous forward-
bending teeth.

Silwood Park: uncommon and sporadic, but persisting in the seed bank. Waste ground at Ashurst
Orchard on 24 August 1983, uncommon on arable fallow in Silwood Bottom on 14 September 1994,
The Tip in most years, beds by the Croquet Lawn in 1992, Drive Field on a soil heap 13 August 1989,
Garrison Ridge on the bonfire site 26 September 1981. Not seen in Silwood since 1995. Rare, from
the seed-bank by the new road to the renovated Silwood Farm on 29 August 2011.

Ascot: locally abundant on 16 September 2003, on bare ground on the demolition site in Sunninghill
[939683] where the long-empty houses of Matthews Court had stood until the site was bulldozed in
early 2003. With other ruderals in the derelict garden of the ruined Sunninghill Lodge on New Mile
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Road on 29 August 2004. Uncommon on soil piles and bare ground during construction of Ascot
Racecourse in August 2005.

East Berks: abundant on a large midden at Swallowfield [724643] on 2 August 2002. 7% (1km?).
Atlas 2000: all except [78]

West Berks: occasional throughout the Thames valley, but scattered in the Kennet valley and rare or
absent from the interior (north of 70 and south of 85). Atlas 2000: all except [47], [68], [69]

Chenopodium polyspermum L. Many-seeded Goosefoot oth7?

Cultivated fields, woodland rides, waste ground, hedges, borders of fields and rubbish tips; ruderal
and always impermanent. Local, but sometimes occurring plentifully over a limited area. Absent from
calcareous soils. Apparently much commoner now than formerly (see C. rubrum).

Silwood Park: sporadic but quite common from the seed bank on disturbed waste ground, but
uncommon as an arable weed. Ashurst Warren, Silwood Bottom, Tennis Court, East Lodge, Cannon
Wood, Reactor Bank on 30 August 1987 on soil excavated for the foundations of the Engineering
Store, Drive Field on topsoil from construction of the Pollution Pad on 6 August 1989, The Tip
in1994, and on rubble from the demolished Cocoa Greenhouse on 20 June 1996. Locally abundant on
freshly disturbed soil that had been banked up to rabbit-proof the new boundary fence at The Cedars
in September 2002. In Garden Wood on 27 August 2005, from the seed bank, following clearance of
the Lawson Cypress in November 2004 and fencing to exclude deer and rabbits in February 2005.
Rare in cracks between the concrete pavement slabs on the Pollution Pad in Drive Field in July 2007.
Frequent on bare soil on the failed replanting scheme in the centre of the main car park in the Science
Park on 26 August 2008 (the year that the Science Park was bought back by the College for 11.7
million pounds). Common from the seed bank in trenches and earthworks around Silwood Farm on 26
July 2009 during the construction of the new house. Recorded on 16 September 2009 after Pound Hill
Field had been ploughed and harrowed in July 2009 for the first time since the Prosamo Experiment
in 1990. From the seed-bank by the new road to the renovated Silwood Farm on 29 August 2011.

Ascot: very common on piles of stripped soil and imported topsoil used to landscape the edge of the
tarmac road alongside the new Straight Mile from [926691] to [935692], and all around the
construction site for the new Grandstand [920689] on 31 August 2005. Huge, carpet-like plants up to
2.5m diameter, on the remaining soil pile by the New Mile Road on 16 September 2006 after most of
the new Racecourse work was landscaped.

East Berks: widespread and common. Frequent on a large midden at Swallowfield [724643] on 2
August 2002. 8% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all except [78]

West Berks: frequent throughout the Kennet valley and occasional along the length of the Thames,
but absent from the whole of the interior (north of 75 and south of 95). Atlas 2000: all except [68],
[69]

Chenopodium vulvaria L. Stinking Goosefoot th 7 +

Rubbish heaps, garden ground on rich soil; rare and sporadic.

West Berks: abundant on rubbish on Abingdon [49] racecourse in 1890 and from the town (RNG) in
1914. At Didcot [59] in 1897. Kennington tip [50] in 1955. No recent records.
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Chenopodium hybridum L. Maple-leaved Goosefoot oth 8
Waste and garden ground, rubbish heaps, rare.
Silwood Park: rare casual. A single plant amongst Urtica urens at The Tip on 4 September 1994.

East Berks: Rare and sporadic; near Bray (1897), Reading (1831 and 1968), Woodley (1969),
Smallmead tip (1971). More or less restricted to larger towns in the Thames valley. Atlas 2000: only
the Silwood plant [96]

West Berks: nineteenth century records from near Botley [40], plentiful near Grandpont [50] in 1889,
Abingdon [49], East Ilsley [48]. Recent records from Tadpole Bridge [30], Marcham [49] in 1962,
Cumnor [40] in 1944, Appleton [40] in 1965, Botley bypass [40] in 1968, Long Wittenham [59] in
1976, Southcote Manor (RDG) in 1919, Pangbourne [67] in 1963. Atlas 2000: [39], [49], [40], [59]

Chenopodium urbicum L. Upright Goosefoot othsgl

Rubbish-heaps and manured arable land, very rare. Told by the fact that the plant is neither hairy nor
mealy, has entire tepals, horizontal black seeds, and triangular or diamond-shaped toothed leaves.

Ascot: rare to the east of Ascot Heath [926697] on 1 September 2002, where a post-maize fallow had
been spread with horse manure and wood shavings. Recorded by Druce from Sunninghill in 1897.

East Berks: Hurst Green (1897). Not seen by Bowen.

West Berks: by the railway near the Oxford gas works [50] in 1886, ballast heaps at Kings Mead by
the mouth of the R. Kennet [77] in 1895. One recent record from arable land near Bradfield [589722]
in 1988 (RNG).

Chenopodium murale L. Nettle-leaved Goosefoot oth 74
Waste and cultivated ground, river-sides, gardens and rubbish-heaps. Rare and sporadic.

East Berks: Near Bray (1897). Rubbish tips, Crowthorne (1948), Coley Park (LAN) in 1957,
Sandhurst (1964), Smallmead tip and Whiteknights Park (1965), Clewer (1969). Abundant on a large
midden at Swallowfield [724643] on 2 August 2002.

West Berks: nineteenth century records, plentiful at Grandpont [50] in 1888, Marcham Village [49] in
1896. Recent records from Sutton Courtenay [4892] in 1978 and Didcot [59] in 1980.

Chenopodium desiccatum A. Nelson Slimleaf Goosefoot e th 8
Chenopodium pratericola Rydb.
Chenopodium leptophyllum (Nutt. ex Moq.) S. Watson

Very rare casual. Easy to identify with its small, unlobed, rather fleshy, lanceolate leaves.
East Berks: not in Druce. Reading in 1911 (OXF), and Reading in 1921 (RDG). A large, 8-stemmed
plant, on 5 October 2003, with other aliens on open waste ground by a recently completed housing

development in Bracknell [882689], after an unusually hot dry summer.

West Berks: Abingdon [49] in 1918
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Chenopodium ficifolium Sm. Fig-leaved Goosefoot oth7

Waste and cultivated ground, rare. In 1892 it was a very common weed in the Botanic Garden at
Oxford and by the railway near Maidenhead. Arable fields, waste ground and rubbish tips, local.

Silwood Park: very rare casual. Many plants on a soil heap at Ashurst outside the greenhouses on 24
August 1983. Not seen since.

East Berks: Manor Farm Reading (RDG) in 1921, Binfield, Sandhurst, Windsor Great Park. Recent
records include Woodley tip (1975), Smallmead tip (1988), Trilakes car park (1977), Coppid Beech
(1987), Swallowfield (1988) and Whiteknights (1989). By the M4/A33 Interchange [709702] in
August 1999. Frequent on a large midden at Swallowfield [724643] on 2 August 2002. Atlas 2000:
all except [78], [88]

West Berks: nineteenth century records, by the railway at Didcot [59], on waste ground near Folly
Bridge and at Grandpont [50], garden ground at Tilehurst [67]. Recent records include Wasing pits
[5863] in 1987, Didcot tip [5392] in 1969 and Pingewood pits [6969] in 1986. Atlas 2000: [29], [39],
[56], [57], [66]

Chenopodium berlandieri Moq. Pitseed Goosefoot o th 7
Chenopodium zschackei Murr

East Berks: plants of this species (or hybrids with C. album; see Stace, 1997) are in OXF and LAN
from Reading tip in 1962.

West Berks: Abingdon [49] in 1924. There are field records of hybrids with C. album by M.F.
Watson in 1987 from Kingston Lisle [3287] and Crowmarsh Gifford [6287].

Chenopodium hircinum Schrad. Foetid Goosefoot o th 7
West Berks: introduced with hides at Abingdon [49] in 1917 (OXF).

Chenopodium opulifolium Schrad. ex W.D.J. Koch and Ziz Grey Goosefoot e thsg !
Waste places, local and sporadic.

East Berks: On the railway ballast at Reading. Introduced, Reading tip (LAN) [7070] in 1962,
Smallmead tip [7169] in 1971 and near Reading gasworks [727732] in 1979. Atlas 2000: no records.

West Berks: no recent sightings, but nineteenth century records from waste ground in Abingdon [59],
by the railway at Didcot [59], Grandpont (LIVU) [50]. Atlas 2000: [40]

Chenopodium album L. Fat-hen th 7

Waysides, cornfields, garden ground, manure heaps, and disturbed ground. Abundant and generally
distributed. Much the commonest goosefoot on arable, garden and waste ground. Leaves attacked by
the blotch mine of Chrysoesthia sexguttella and flower heads often have cases of the moth
Coleophora clypeiferella. A spring-germinating weed, seldom overwintering as a seedling, and hence
commonest on late-spring or summer-cultivated plots.
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Silwood Park: common in the seed bank in arable fields (Silwood Bottom, Pound Hill, Ashurst Four
Acre Field) and waste ground (Header House, Greenhouses). The quad between East and West
Blocks of the new Biology Buildings was a monoculture of Fat Hen before the grass seeds were sown
in September 1989. Much commoner in the March- and May-cultivated plots than in the October-
cultivated plots of the Pound Hill disturbance timing experiment. Frequent on 3 August 2005 when
the May-cultivated plots had only just greened-up after late July rains had broken the long spring and
early summer drought. Rare on imported topsoil at Ashurst Lysimeters on 10 July 2004 following
soil-spreading in autumn 2003. Dominant in August on the late-May cultivated deer exclosure in
Silwood Bottom after the very dry springs of 2005 and 2006. Highly variable in cover on the May-
cultivated plots at Pound Hill on 17 September 2006: Block A 25%, Block B 20%, Block C 10% and
Block D 35%. There was almost total failure of the Fat-hen crop at Pound Hill in 2007 after the very
dry April then the very wet June. Very common on the June-cultivated plots at Pound Hill on 9 July
2009 after the rains finally came. Recorded on 16 September 2009 after Pound Hill Field had been
ploughed and harrowed in July 2009 for the first time since the Prosamo Experiment in 1990.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m’ 10,000 m>
0 0 1 4 15

Ascot: dominant over large areas of disturbed soil and abundant on soil piles on the construction site
of Ascot Racecourse [9268] in August 2005, and all along the edge of the new tarmac road parallel
with the Straight Mile [9269] and [9369].

East Berks: occasional on the enormous soil pile overlooking Drift Road at Silver Springs Farm on 17
June 2008. 39% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: occasional on a large midden at Swallowfield [724643] on 2 August 2002. Atlas 2000:
all squares

Chenopodium probstii Aellen Probst’s Goosefoot o th 7
A wool, grain and bird-seed alien.

East Berks: by the river bridge next to the M4/A33 Interchange [709702] in August 1999.

West Berks: found on arable land at Bradfield [589722] in 1988 (RNG).

Chenopodium quinoa Willd. Quinoa o th 7
A trendy vegetable that is also grown in and around spinneys as cover and fodder for pheasants. This
was a staple crop in South America at the time of the Spanish conquest of the Andes, where its grains
were used for making bread or porridge.

East Berks: Reading tip (1999).

West Berks: grown as food for game birds on Sheepdrove organic farm north of Lambourn [3482] in
2002-04.

Bassia scoparia (L.) Voss Summer-cypress e th 6
Chenopodium scoparia L.
Kochia scoparia (L.) Schrader
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Commonly grown as a central feature plant in municipal bedding schemes of summer annuals in the
larger towns; also known as Burning Bush for the red colour it turns in late summer. Increasing
rapidly since 2000 as a motorway-side species.

East Berks: collected by Druce from Reading Station [77] in 1906 (OXF). Rarely found as a garden
throw-out on tips as at Maidenhead [88] in 1999. By 2005 it was scattered along the M4 from Bray to
Reading. At the M4 junction 8/9 with the A404(M) [887785] by Alan Showler in October 2006.
Locally abundant in September 2007 on the A404(M) Maidenhead Bypass [8779] & [8680] but not
yet on the adjacent A308(M).

West Berks: occasional by the M4 Motorway west of Reading in October 2004.

Atriplex tatarica L e th 7
East Berks: a casual wool alien recorded from Maidenhead [88] (Druce, undated) (LIVU).

Atriplex hortensis L. Garden Orache o th 7

Rubbish tips and waste places, casual. Seldom grown these days as a spinach substitute, although it is
hardier and easier to grow than Spinacia oleracea. The commonest garden plant is ‘Rubra’ grown as
an ornamental for its pinky-purple foliage.

East Berks: by the railway near Maidenhead pre-1897. Reading (RNG) in 1931, Wargrave (1960),
Whiteknights Park (1980). By the M4/A33 Interchange [709702] in August 1999.

West Berks: occurred as a casual on rubbish-heaps at Abingdon Racecourse [49] (1897). Cothill pit
[49] in 1953, Sutton Courtenay [59] in 1980, Kennington tip (OXF) [50] in 1953.

Atriplex prostrata Boucher ex DC. Spear-leaved Orache th 7
Atriplex hastata sensu L.(1754), non L.(1753)

Atriplex calotheca auct., non (Rafn) Fries

Atriplex patula L. var. triangularis (Willd.) Thorne and Welsh

Waste ground, rubbish-heaps, garden ground, arable land, river banks, roadsides and disturbed
ground; common. (split by Druce into A. hastata and A. deltoidea). The second commonest orache
after 4. patula. The two are told apart on the morphology of the bracteoles: they are fused only at the
base (lower quarter) in A. prostrata and fused for one third or more of their length in A. patula. The
basal leaves are truncate in 4. prostrata and cuneate in 4. patula. Leaves attacked by the corridor
mine of Chromatomyia horticola.

NVC: MG 13; OV 7-10,13,19,21,22,25,28,33; S 4,18,28

Silwood Park: Cheapside, Ashurst, Four Acre Field, Tractor Sheds, Silwood Bottom, South Lodge,
Buckhurst Road, East Lodge, Residences.

Ascot: occasional on soil piles and bare ground during construction of Ascot Racecourse in August
2005.

East Berks: Sonning, Shinfield, Maidenhead, Bray, Windsor. Now widespread. Frequent on the
enormous soil pile overlooking Drift Road at Silver Springs Farm on 17 June 2008. 32% (1km?).
Atlas 2000: all squares
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West Berks: distinctly uncommon on the chalk, and frequent only in the Thames valley. Absent from
large areas of the interior (west of 55 and south of 95). The contrast with East Berks is as marked as
for any species. There is a recent record from Theale [66] in 1983. Formerly in the saline meadow at
Marcham [4596] (see p. 116), where a form occurred in which the leaves were very succulent, more
covered with mealy clothing, and more prostrate in habit. Atlas 2000: all except [48]

Atriplex littoralis L. Grass-leaved Orache th 8

One of the less common members of the roadside salt-adventive community. It grows with
Puccinellia distans and Spergularia marina.

West Berks: discovered by John Killick at the Marcham Road Interchange on the A34 [4796] when
there were about 20 plants, and by Susan Erskine, 4km further north on the sliproad at Sunningwell
[508004], both in 2004.

Atriplex patula L. Common Orache th 8

Cultivated ground and waste places, common and generally distributed. Locally frequent except on
very acid soils. Much the commonest of our oraches (see A. prostrata, above), but found in a
narrower range of habitats, and more restricted to open disturbed ground. Very late flowering.

NVC: OV 7-9,12,13,15,19,20,22,28,33; S 18

Silwood Park: more of an arable weed than A. prostrata. Pound Hill, Four Acre Field, Churchyard,
Church Field, Cheapside, North Heronsbrook Meadow, East Lodge. Also in rabbit scrapes in
grassland on Gunness’s Hill. At Ashurst Lysimeters in August 2004 on topsoil imported in August
2003. From the seed-bank by the new road to the renovated Silwood Farm on 29 August 2011.

Ascot: frequent on 16 September 2003, on bare ground on the demolition site in Sunninghill [939683]
where the long-empty houses of Matthews Court had stood until the site was bulldozed in early 2003.
Occasional on soil piles and bare ground during construction of Ascot Racecourse in August 2005.
Locally frequent in the car park at Ascot Station on 28 October 2009.

East Berks: first recorded at Sunninghill by Sir Joseph Banks in 1774. 14% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all
squares

West Berks: Atlas 2000: all squares
Axyris amaranthoides L. Russian Pigweed o th 7

West Berks: a casual grain alien from Abingdon (OXF) [49] in 1924 and Tilehurst (OXF) [67] in
1923

Beta vulgaris L. Beet
Beta vulgaris subsp. maritima (L.) Arcang. Sea Beet e h7
Beta maritima L.

Very local and rare, but thoroughly naturalised where it occurs.

Silwood Park: naturalized within an area of about 400 m* around the Header House, with more than
200 plants in summer 2000. These are the self-sown offspring of potted Sea Beet plants that were
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used by Sue Brown in hybridisation experiments involving sugar beet in 1992. Plants maintain a
tenacious hold over cracks between paving stones and at the bases of walls. They hold their own in
competition with Urtica dioica, Epilobium hirsutum and Oenothera cambrica on disturbed waste
ground between the greenhouses. They spread into grassland as a result of soil disturbance associated
with the new Jiff Greenhouses in August 2000. By the spring of 2004, all of the larger individuals had
died of old age, and only a few seedlings had escaped the herbicides of the greenhouse technicians.
There was one young plant in the gravel behind the CABI building in June 2004 but there were 10
vigorous seedlings here in August 2006. There was no sign of any perennating plants in winter 2007-
08. The population had essentially disappeared from January to June 2008 when there were no mature
plants, but seedlings were seen by the Header House and in front of the greenhouses on 25 June 2008.
The perennial individual at the base of the electricity pole was repeatedly grazed flat to the ground by
rabbits in summer 2008, and grazing might have been the principal cause of the crash in the Header
House population after 2006. There were no large plants at all to be found in Silwood on 26 August
2008, the last few survivors having been killed by heavy and repeated rabbit grazing.

The population recovered from apparent extinction when solitary seedlings were found on concrete in
three places behind Hamilton by the Greenhouses in April 2009. The plants were still very small by
mid-May 2009, and 5 seedlings were recorded in gaps in Concrete at the back of the Hamilton
Building outside the Header House Greenhouses in June 2009, and these were still small seedlings at
the start of August 2009. By 1 September 2009 there were vigorous small rosettes in virtually all of
the original cracks in the concrete around the Header House Greenhouses, and a few along the rear of
the gravel strip at the rear of Hamilton Building, although none flowered in this, their first year from
germination. None of these plants was close to flowering, but the population had made an almost
complete recovery after apparent local extinction. Despite heavy grazing by deer and rabbits, the
population came through the protracted snow cover of December 2009 and January 2010 in
reasonable condition, and by February 2010, there were about 20 plants by the Header House and
Hamilton Buildings. The recovery was confirmed on 1 May 2010 when there were more than 20
vigorous rosettes in several locations scatted around the Header House and on the shady, northern
face of the Hamilton Building. On 10 June 2010, the recovery was complete, and plants were found as
follows: 2 by Greenhouse 3A, 1 by Greenhouse 2B, 5 by Greenhouse 1, 5 by Greenhouse 4A, 2 to the
north of the Header House, and 4 by the southern door to the Header House. However, there were no
sea beet on the steps of the Prosamo Greenhouse (6B) in 2010. The population was extremely
vigorous in late summer 2011, following a very cold winter and a very dry spring. One plant had
recolonized the steps below the Prosamo greenhouse.

A common-garden collection of 16 native sea beet genotypes from all around the British coastline
was grown for 2 years in 1993-94 at Ashurst Warren in order to look for evidence of introgression
with sugar beet in east coast populations. None of these plants survives today, having been buried
beneath matting mulch prior to the construction of the Railway Sleeper beds in 1995.

Ascot: no other records.
West Berks: no records.
Beta vulgaris subsp. vulgaris Root Beet e th 7
Arable crops of sugar beet are uncommon in Berkshire, and old fashioned crops like mangold are all
but extinct with us. Garden beets are of three main kinds: beetroot, chard and perpetual spinach beet.
There are numerous beetroot cultivars including plants with white flesh like ‘Albinia Verecunda’.

Chard Beta vulgaris subsp. cicla (L.) Arcang. Foliage Beet (also known as seakale beet) is most
commonly grown as Swiss chard (var. flavescens), but there are some ornamental cultivars including
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the crimson-stalked ‘Rhubarb Chard’. Perpetual spinach beet has shorter stems and is much less
prone to bolting than chard. All these are found occasionally as outcasts on tips, especially those close
to allotments.

Ascot: very rare on ruins during construction of Ascot Racecourse [660689] in August 2005.

East Berks: not in Druce. Arable fields (as mangold and sugar beet) and waste places in towns
(mainly as beetroot). Reading Smallmead tip [7070] in 1969 and 1988 and Woodley tip [7774] in
1975. Common in abandoned allotments at Bulmershe [7573]. A massive individual, more than 2m
tall, by the new traffic lights at the horse crossing of the main road at Ranger’s Gate in Windsor Great
Park on May 20 2002. On waste ground near Oxford Road in West Reading [7073] in July 2002.
Uncommon on the enormous soil pile overlooking Drift Road at Silver Springs Farm on 17 June
2008. 3% (1km?).

West Berks: Didcot tip [59] in 1969, Caldecot [47] in 1976 and Pingewood tip [66] in 1986. Common
on old allotments in towns, as at Grandpont [50] and Botley [40] in 2002. Three massive plants,
growing with Papaver somniferum cultivars on dumped soil in Chilton railway cutting [4985] on 12
June 2004

Beta trigyna Waldst. & Kit. Caucasian Beet e th 7

West Berks: several plants of this showy species were seen in a clover field and on the railway
embankment near Hermitage (OXF) [57] in 1891, and others by the side of the railway at Newbury
[46] in 1891. Found at Lambourn [37] in 1918, Newbury (K) [46] from 1968 to 1977 (RDG) and on
an island in the canal at Newbury [46] in 1986. Not seen since.

Salsola kali L. e th 7
Salsola kali subsp. ruthenica (Iljin) Soo Spineless Saltwort

Salsola ruthenica Iljin

Salsola tragus auct., non L.

Salsola australis R. Br.

Salsola pestifer Nelson

East Berks: not in Druce. Reading tip (1953), Ascot in 1929 (OXF).

AMARANTHACEAE

These plants are difficult to identify, and comparison with properly named herbarium specimens in
OXF, RNG or BM is recommended. You will need fruiting perianths to make a determination, and
you need to know the difference between a tepal and a bracteole. These species tend to be found
whenever and wherever someone capable of identifying them looks for them at the tight time of year
(late summer) in the right kinds of places (tips and disturbed waste ground in towns).

Amaranthus blitoides S. Watson Prostrate Pigweed e th 7
East Berks: on Reading tip [77] in 1960.

Amaranthus graecizans L. Short-tepalled Pigweed e th 7

East Berks: on Reading tip [77] in 1961 (RNG).
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Amaranthus thunbergii Moq. Thunberg’s Pigweed e th 7
West Berks: found by Druce in Abingdon [49] in 1917 (OXF).
Amaranthus caudatus L. Love-lies-bleeding o th 7

Popular bedding plants, also found mass-planted in municipal schemes; common as an outcast, more
rarely from seed.

Silwood Park: stray plants are found from time to time around the Greenhouses and the Residences.

East Berks: on Smallmead tip [7069] in 1965. In disturbed ground where topsoil (presumably from an
old garden) had been used in landscaping at Braywoodside in 1998.

West Berks: on waste ground in Botley [40] in 2002.

Amaranthus gangeticus L. Chinese Spinach o th 7
Amaranthus tricolor L.

An uncommon garden plant grown as a vegetable (to be eaten like Good King Henry) or as an
ornamental ground cover. Grown on the student’s allotments in Silwood Park in 1991 but not
persisting.

Amaranthus retroflexus L. Common Amaranth e th 7
The 5 tepals are rounded (but mucronate) and the green vein ends before the tip.

Silwood Park: a single plant, 2m tall, On 1 September 2009, in the former orchard of Silwood Lodge,
in ground that was cultivated in May 2009 following renovation of the house as student
accommodation, growing with a dense, 2m-tall stand of Datura stramonium. Almost certainly from
seed originating from Vicky Taylor’s massive bird feeder that was situated here from 1995-2008.
This plant was finally cut down by the snow in early January 2010.

Ascot: no other records

East Berks: rubbish tips, Clewer (1918), Reading (LAN) in 1962, Winnersh (1959), Smallmead
(RNG) in 1969. By the M4/A33 Interchange [709702] in August 1999.

West Berks: waste ground by the railway at Didcot [59] in 1895. Rubbish tips at Abingdon (OXF)
[49] in 1916, and Pangbourne [67] in 1959. Recent records from Kingston Bagpuize [49] in 1981 and
Bradfield [57] in 1988. With other annuals on freshly spread topsoil on the new industrial
developments close to the railway in Colthrop [5366] in October 2004. Footpath near Brightwell-
cum-Sotwell [585924] in July 2004 (Janet Welsh, det. JL Mason).

Amaranthus hybridus L. Green Amaranth th 7
Amaranthus hypochondriacus L. °
Amaranthus patulus Bertol.

Amaranthus powellii S. Watson

The 5 tepals are tapered to an acute apex, with the vein extending into the tip.
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East Berks: not in Druce. Cookham Dean (1959).

West Berks: Abingdon [49] in 1917 (OXF) and Eastbury [349770] in 1984 (RNG). Footpath near
Brightwell-cum-Sotwell [585924] in July 2004 (Janet Welsh, det. JL Mason).

Amaranthus bouchonii Thell. Indehiscent Amaranth e th 7
Amaranthus hybridus subsp. bouchonii (Thell.) O. Bolos and Vigo

Like A. hybridus but it has indehiscent fruits.

West Berks: found as a weed of cabbages north of Didcot by the footpath from the B44016 to White
Lees Farm [5491] in 1998 (OXF). Not seen since 1999 when a few plants survived, growing with
Setaria pumila.

Amaranthus cruentus L. Purple Amaranth o th 7
Amaranthus hybridus L. subsp. cruentus (L.) Thell.
Amaranthus hybridus L. subsp. incurvatus (Timeroy ex Gren. & Godron) Brenan

East Berks: on the tip at Woodley [777745] in 1969 (RNG). By the M4/A33 Interchange [709702] in
August 1999. On abandoned allotments between Reading West Junction and Cow Lane [702742] on
11 October 2003.

Amaranthus albus L. White Pigweed o th 7
East Berks: in a garden at Woodley [7773] in 1935 (RDG).

Amaranthus blitum L. Guernsey Pigweed e th 7 ¥
Amaranthus ascendens Lois.
Amaranthus lividus L.

East Berks: not in Druce. Reading tip (1960).

Celosia cristata L. Cockscomb e h7
Celosia argentea var. cristata (L.) Kuntze

Celosia plumosa hort.

Celosia spicata ‘Flamingo Feather’

Dense spikes of everlasting white, red, gold or purplish-white flower spikes. An uncommon bedding
plant, usually grown as an annual, flowering late into the summer until cut down by frost. Stace is
very rude about Celosia, which he says “is probably the world’s ugliest plant”.

Silwood Park: two individuals, one bright-golden yellow, the other bright crimson, on waste ground
between the back of the Header House and CABI Quarantine greenhouse on 26 July 2006, growing
with other unusual aliens like Agrostemma githago, Eruca vesicaria and Centaurea cyanus beneath
nettles. Origin unknown.

Ascot: on waste ground near the race course in September 1999.

q Celosia C. ‘Flamingo Feather’
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PORTULACACEAE
Portulaca oleracea L. Common Purslane e th 5
Rarely grown as a vegetable, and yet to be recorded as a garden escape.
Silwood Park: by the Greenhouse pot-standing in 1984.

Claytonia perfoliata Donn ex Willd. Springbeauty eth571
Montia perfoliata (Donn ex Willd.) Howell

Plantations and gardens on well drained soils, locally frequent. Thrives in dry shade (e.g. on the bare
ground under conifers) where other plants can not grow. Appears to have expanded its range between
about 1900 and 1950. Uncommon as a salad and vegetable crop under its alternative name of Miner’s
Lettuce (from its use by miners during the California gold rush of the 1850s as a fresh vegetable to
stave off scurvy). Now thoroughly naturalised, locally common in hedge bottoms and on waste
ground.

Silwood Park: a locally common weed in shady flowerbeds by Drive Lawns from 1981 onwards.
Below the shrubs planted around the Squash Court in 1980, still surviving in 2002 below the
cypresses flanking the path by Hut 7, but down to two individuals by April 2013. On imported topsoil
in the central bed of the Science Park and on Garden Wood Bank on 13 May 1990 but gone by 1993.
Under Rosa rugosa on the Science Park road in May 1996, but now gone. In the churchyard at
Ashurst on bare ground under the central cypress windbreak; still common in May 2010. Beneath the
Wellingtonia trees opposite April Place. Locally frequent on 18 April 2013 on brick paving by the
rear (SW) entrance to Unit A on the Science Park.

Ascot: common on Platform 1 of Ascot Station, beneath the railings growing with Erophila verna and
flowering on 9 March 2002. Frequent again here in April 2013, after a gap of many years. In gravel at
the base of brick walls on modern estates in Sunninghill. By Charters Road, Sunningdale. Locally
dominant in dry soil under Scots Pine trees in South Ascot churchyard.

East Berks: Wellington College (1918), Woodley (1935), Sunninghill Park (1944), Crowthorne
(1947), Wokingham (1956), Reading (1956), Windsor (1966), Shinfield and Jealott’s Hill (1973),
Titness Park (1974), and in 1998 at Swallowfield Great Wood, Bearwood, Simon’s Wood,
Blackwater, Wellington College, Easthampstead, frequent in Bracknell, Foliejon, Forest Lodge, Royal
Military Academy Sandhurst, Frogmore. At Finchampstead church under Picea orientalis (2002). 3%
(1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares.

West Berks: Miss M. Niven found it outside a garden near Faringdon in 1896. Most frequent in the
Northern Loop and in the south-east of the area: Little Coxwell [29], Buckland [39], Beedon
Common [47] in 1978, frequent at Frilford [49] in 1949 and still abundant under pines on the golf
course in 2004, Boars Hill [40] in 1926, Bessels Leigh [40] in 1961, Dry Sandford churchyard [40] in
1990, abundant in partial shade at Tubney Quarry [4400] in 2004, AWRE Aldermaston [56] in 1986,
Cold Ash [56] in 1972, Bucklebury [57] in 1985, Tilehurst [67] in 1956. Now locally frequent
throughout. Atlas 2000: all squares.

Claytonia sibirica L. Pink Purslane e h4
Claytonia alsinoides Sims
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Montia sibirica (L.) Howell

Plantations and gardens on acid soils. Uncommon and very local. Perhaps the climate is too dry in
Berkshire, because this species is much less thoroughly naturalised than it is in northern England,
where it can be locally abundant in moist shade in woodlands and on stream banks.

East Berks: Not in Druce. First recorded from Reading (1952), Cookham (1971). Never recorded
from the Ascot district. <1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [77], [88]

West Berks: Longworth [39] from 1964 to 1978, Peasemore [47] in 2001, Wytham Wood [40] in
1980, Crookham Common [56] in 1966, Yattendon [57] in 1985, Burghfield [66] in 1980. Little
Coxwell [29] in 2000. Occasional in the garden at Englefield [6271] in 2001, whence it has been
taken to other Berkshire gardens. Abundantly naturalized in the grounds of the Old Rectory at
Burghfield [6668] 1980-2004. Atlas 2000: [29], [39], [47], [40], [56], [57], [66]

Montia fontana L. Blinks hel 4

Wet places on heathy ground, seasonally damp hollows, and damp lawns on acid sands. Locally
common. Much scarcer in the north and central parts of the county. Common and generally
distributed on the damper heathlands of the south and west. Damp flushes in oak and alder woods,
and marshes on acid soils. Local but decreasing in south Berkshire, very local in north Berkshire.

The two subspecies are distinguished by their seeds; subsp chondrosperma has jet black seeds with
broad, rounded tubercles all over their faces as well as their margins, while subsp. amporitana has
shiny seeds which are smooth near the centre of their faces. Both subspecies have the whole surface
of the seed partitioned into polygons, so the smoothness of subsp. amporitana does not mean a lack of
polygons in the centre of the face of the seed.

Montia fontana subsp. chondrosperma (Fenzl) Walters
M. fontana subsp. minor W.R. Hayw. nom. illeg.

This is the common subspecies in Berkshire.

Silwood Park: abundant in patches in the Croquet Lawn next to the larger of the two cedar trees from
1980 to 2000, flowering in April (it survived the destruction and remaking of the lawn in summer
1983). On gravel paths around the Manor House with Poa annua and Erophila verna. In the lawns
facing the Lily Pond below Phase One on the BSBI visit of 13 May 1990. Frequent on damp pebbles
at the base of the tiny beech tree outside CPB on 20 April 2004 with Myosotis discolor.

East Berks: absent from the arable land in the centre of the area, but frequent on the acid sands in the
south with a scattering of older records along the Thames valley in the north. Park Place, Spencer’s
Wood Common, Long Moor, Stubbings Heath, Windsor Great Park, Bracknell, Easthampstead,
Finchampstead, Bearwood, Earley, common in the extensive lawns and gravel paths at the Royal
Military Academy Sandhurst, Warren Row. 3% (1km?).

West Berks: absent from most of the area, but occasional in the south-east, with a scattering of older
records from the Northern Loop of the Thames. Inkpen [36], Wickham Heath [37], Greenham
Common [46], Snelsmore Common [47], Frilford [49], Wytham [40], Tubney [40], Bucklebury
Common, Cold Ash Common and Aldermaston [56], Hamstead Marshall, Hawkridge and Frilsham
[57], Bagley Wood [50], Mortimer [66], Bradfield [67]. Susan Erskine found the plant in ruts where
clearing work had been done to create a country park at Folly Hill in Faringdon [294948] in 2004.
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Montia fontana subsp. amporitana Sennen
M. fontana subsp. intermedia (Beeby) Walters

Druce regarded this as a larger plant (his var. major), and much rarer in Berkshire.
East Berks: Windsor Great Park, Silwood Park (I do not know this record, and I suspect an error).
West Berks: Greenham Common [46], Cold Ash [56], Bucklebury [57].

4| Lewisia L. cotyledon Ashwood strain, L. nevadensis, L. tweedyi

CARYOPHYLLACEAE
Arenaria serpyllifolia L. th 4

Both subspecies serpyllifolia and leptoclados are recorded throughout our area. They are
distinguished by their size (serpyllifolia is robust with a dense inflorescence, while /eptoclados is
slender with a diffuse inflorescence at fruiting time), by their seeds (> 0.5mm and < 0.5mm
respectively) and by their capsules (> 3mm long or < 3mm, respectively).

Arenaria serpyllifolia subsp. serpyllifolia 7hyme-leaved Sandwort th 4
Arenaria lloydii Jordan

A weed of dry arable fields, sandy heaths, bare places on chalk, walls and cinder tracks, occasional.
Freed from competition, the plants can become enormous, as in set-aside land.
NVC: OV 3,20,39,41,42

Silwood Park: bare ground on North Gravel in April 1984, but the site now built over. Open grassland
in Nursery Field in 1999.

East Berks: 4% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [77], [88], [96], [97], [98]
West Berks: Atlas 2000: all squares

Arenaria serpyllifolia subsp. leptoclados (Rchb.) Nyman Slender Sandwort th 4
Arenaria leptoclados (Reichb.) Guss. subsp. viscidula (Rouy and Fouc.) Holub

Wall tops, railway ballast and other hard substrates, and on bare sand in sunny locations. Commoner
on walls in towns and villages than in countryside or away from buildings.
NVC: OV 3,16

Silwood Park: dry sandy arable fields at Pound Hill; commonest in the October-cultivated plot in the
disturbance timing experiment. In dry sandy soil on a sunny bank above Farm Road in June 2000-04,
and on wall tops in Cheapside Village in 1999-2007. On imported topsoil at Ashurst Lysimeters on 10
July 2004. From the seed-bank by the new road to the renovated Silwood Farm on 29 August 2011.

East Berks: Shinfield (RNG), Hurst, on the old Bishop’s Palace walls at Sonning, Ruscombe,
Wokingham, Bisham, on sunny, compacted chalk in Bisham Wood, Cookham, Ascot, Finchampstead,
and on the brickwork of the railway arches in Windsor. 2% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [77], [86], [87], [96],
[97]
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West Berks: scattered along the Thames Valley, frequent in the Northern Loop, with a few stations
along the Kennet. Buscot and Faringdon [29], Hungerford and Kintbury [36], Shefford and Lambourn
[37], Charney Bassett [39], old brick walls of Hamstead Park and Newbury [46], Beedon and RAF
Welford [47], Marcham, Garford , Kingston Bagpuize, Frilford Heath, Gozzards Ford Fen,
Hitchcopse pit [453997], Dry Sandford pit [465996], Tubney and on ancient walls in Abingdon [49],
Wytham, Appleton, Wootton, on the ruined walls of Godstow Nunnery and Sunningwell [40],
Aldermaston (RNG) [56], Yattendon, Hermitage, Hampstead Norreys and Frilsham [57], Aston
Upthorpe [58], Didcot [59], Hinksey [50], on the Roman walls at Silchester, Mortimer and
Sulhamstead [66], Tilehurst (LAN) and Pangbourne [67]. Locally abundant on cinder in railway
sidings at Didcot Parkway Station [5290] in 2003, where it was one of the commonest plant species.
Atlas 2000: all except [46]

Arenaria balearica L. Mossy Sandwort e chh 6

A naturalised garden plant found in damp places on paths and walls. Known from 4. serpyllifolia by
its procumbent habit and its petals longer than sepals.

West Berks: on an old wall in Aston Tirrold (OXF) [5586] from 1976-1980, and in a conifer
plantation in Benham Park [4467] in 1987.

[Arenaria montana L. Mountain Sandwort] e chh 6
A garden plant that may become naturalised (e.g. it grows amongst bracken on Guernsey).

Moehringia trinervia (L.) Clairv. Three-nerved Sandwort th 5
Arenaria trinervia L.

Dry woods and shady hedgerows, thickets, etc. Generally distributed, occasional or locally frequent.
NVC: W 8,14,21,22

Silwood Park: occasional on dry bare soil in shady woods and thickets. Hell Wood, Gravel Pit Wood,
Pound Hill Wood, Farm Wood, beneath nettles near The Farm, Ashurst Church, below the big
sycamore tree on Elm Slope, beneath trees on the earthen dam of Silwood Lake, and in muddy bare
ground in a shady part of Church Lane footpath below Hell Hill (it will be interesting to see if this
population survives the path resurfacing work that was carried out in November 2001). Rare in the
verge opposite the Old Vicarage (now Fairwinds) at Ashurst on 10 May 2002, and Sunninghill
Crossroads roundabout on 30 May 2003. Beneath shrubberies in Cheapside. In Garden Wood on 27
August 2005, from the seed bank, following clearance of the Lawson Cypress in November 2004 and
fencing to exclude deer and rabbits in February 2005. Very rare in the second year after the erection
of the deer/rabbit fence at the back of the Tennis Court with a single plant on 27 May 2006. From the
seed-bank by the new road to the renovated Silwood Farm on 29 August 2011.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m> 10,000 m>
0 0 0 0 5

East Berks: widespread in woodland, but never common. 25% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: common in ancient woodland. Widespread except for a small area of open downland
around Streatley and Aston Upthorpe. Atlas 2000: all squares
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Minuartia hybrida (Vill.) Schischk. Fine-leaved Sandwort th 5 1
Minuartia hybrida subsp. tenuifolia (L.) Kerguelen

Arenaria tenuifolia L.

Minuartia tenuifolia (L.) Hiern, non Nees ex C. Martius

Arenaria hybrida Villars

Dry sunny places in chalk grassland, on stony ground, open heathland, cinder tracks, and limestone
wall tops; very local and sporadic. Easy to recognise with its 3 stigmas and the absence of non-
flowering shoots.

East Berks: local and rare on walls near Ruscombe (pre-1897), Hurst (RNG) in 1900, Whiteknights
Park in Reading (RDG) in 1933. Probably extinct, except perhaps still in Reading. Atlas 2000: no
records.

West Berks: Buckland [39] and Pusey pit [3596], Cothill on the village walls [4699], the Dog House
Inn at Frilford [448986], Hermitage [57], Churn, Fair Mile and Moulsford [58], Radley Station [59],
Basildon church [67]. Recently recorded from short heathy turf next to the southern runway on
Greenham Common [506644] (1999-2004) and colonizing bare gravel where the former runway was
removed [495647] in May 2004. Atlas 2000: [46], [57], [58]

Stellaria media (L.) Vill. Common Chickweed th 1
Alsine media L.

Arable land and disturbed ground, on woodland rides, gaps in grassland swards, open heathland, wet
grasslands, open swamps, etc. Frequent and abundant except on very acid soils. Druce thought that
this species and Poa annua were our commonest plants, flowering all year. In fact, it is the sixty-ninth
most frequent species in Silwood and Poa annua is our thirty-third. I suppose that he meant “most
often seen in flower, year round”. But it just shows how unreliable casual impressions can be as
estimates of relative abundance.

NVC: M 28; MG 7; OV 1,3,4,7-10,13-16,18-24,28,29,33; S 23, U 1, W 6,10,14,21,22

Silwood Park: on waste and cultivated ground, paths, roofs, and flower beds but seldom abundant. On
mole hills and in rabbit scrapes in otherwise dense grassland.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m>
1 3 8 16 40

Ascot: abundant over large areas of disturbed soil and abundant on soil piles on the construction site
of Ascot Racecourse [9268] in August 2005, and all along the edge of the new tarmac road parallel
with the Straight Mile [9269] and [9369].

East Berks: 71% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: Atlas 2000: all squares

Stellaria pallida (Dumort.) Crép. Lesser Chickweed th 3
Alsine pallida Dumort.

Stellaria apetala auct., non Ucria ex Roemer
Stellaria boraeana Jordan
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Bare, sandy disturbed ground, and on dry stone walls. “A small apetalous form which usually has
much yellower foliage than S. media occurs at Sonning, Earley and Cookham” (Druce, as S. media
var boraeana). All the old records in Druce were considered doubtful by Bowen. Told from S. media
by stamens 1-3 (not 3-8) and sepals < 3mm. Petals are usually absent and the seeds are less than
0.8mm. You need to search for this plant in March or April to stand any chance of being able to
identify it.

Silwood Park: tiny plants, compressed by trampling in gaps in the concrete, outside the Jiff
Greenhouses on 16 June 2009. The sepals were less than 3mm but all the plants had petals (about
1.5mm) and 2 anthers.

East Berks: Woodley sewage tip [7570] in 1960 and Coleman’s Moor [777731] in 1963. Near
Reading Station on 14 April 2010 where Fred Rumsey found the plant growing on an open grassy
bank with Poa infirma at the junction of Kings Meadow Road and Napier Road, opposite the BMW
dealership.

West Berks: there are no herbarium specimens to confirm Druce’s nineteenth century records from
Shrivenham [28], Hungerford [36], Abingdon [49], Wytham [40], Blewbury and Streatley [58].
Collected by Tony Mundell and Pete Selby at AWRE Aldermaston [5963] on 2 May 2003 (herb.
A.R.G. Mundell). Susan Erskine and Frances Watkins found 10 plants on the practice ground at
Frilford Heath Golf Club [447986] and one plant at Bothy Vineyard (Frilford Heath) [451988] on 12
April 2006 (det. Peter Benoit).

Stellaria neglecta Weihe Greater Chickweed hal
Stellaria umbrosa auct., non Opiz and Rupr., nom. nud.
Alsine neglecta (Weihe) A. Love and D. Love

Shady hedge-banks on sandy soil, damp wood margins, river banks on sandy soil, in small quantity.
Local and decreasing. Told from S. media (which also has hairs in 2 lines down each internode) by
the larger sepals (5-6.5mm, not 2.7-5.2mm) and more numerous stamens (8 or more, not 3-5 or rarely
up to 8).

NVC: MG 13

East Berks: very local, in a 10km strip between the R. Loddon and the R. Blackwater (east of 70 and
west of 80) centred on Arborfield (OXF) [7567]. Leighton Park (1962), Emmbrook (1967),
Jouldern’s Ford [7463] (1918), Sandhurst (1899), Cookham (1918), Shinfield (1965 and 1974), in a
copse near Loddon Bridge (OXF) in 1918, and by the Loddon at Woodley [766713] in 1984. By the
R. Blackwater below Farley Hill [7463] in 2001.

West Berks: only 3 records from a shady hedge-bank near Aldermaston [56] pre-1897, a damp open
wood at Aldermaston Mill (LAN) [5966] in 1961, and Turf Pits Covert [39] in 1979. In the Enborne
Valley below Greenham Common [4862] and below Hyde End [5563], and by the Foundry Brook
below Stratfield Mortimer [6663] in 2002.

Stellaria holostea L. Greater Stitchwort chh 4
Dry oak woods and dry hedge-banks, wood borders, spinneys, copses and roadsides; common and

generally distributed. “A great adornment of our hedgerows in spring” (Druce).
NVC: MG 1; W §8,10,21,24,25
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Silwood Park: locally frequent at the edge of Nash’s Copse beneath birch, on the eastern edge of the
Outflow Stream through Water Meadow beneath alder, beside Church Lane footpath adjacent to
Nash’s Field, at the Kissing Gate, by grassy paths on drier ground near Cascade Bridge, Cheapside
Village, Gunness’s Thicket, Hill Field, in open grass on the northern edge of Heronsbrook Meadow.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m?
0 0 3 5 8

East Berks: a plant with laciniate petals was noticed between Finchampstead and Arborfield. 51%
(1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: especially common on the margins of woods on the chalk. Locally frequent, but absent
from the northern clays in a 15km band between 85 and 00 (The Vale of the White Horse). Atlas
2000: all except [68], [69]

Stellaria palustris Retz. Marsh Stitchwort hel 5 4
Stellaria dilleniana Moench, non Leers
Stellaria glauca With.

A local speciality of bogs, marshes, wet ditches and meadows, “preferring the company of other
herbage” (Druce). Fens and damp, nutrient-rich pastures; frequent by the Thames. Now a distinct
rarity as a result of agricultural “improvements” of water meadows. Like S. graminea but lacking that
species ciliate bracts and outer sepals. The field jizz is easy, because S. palustris is a pale, greyish
plant rather than a bright, lime-green one.

NVC: M 24; S 24

East Berks: moist meadows by Eton (1805, but probably in Buckinghamshire, v.c.24), ditches by the
Thames at Bisham, Medmenham and Cookham, near Wellington College, meadows about Wargrave,
Sonning, Coleman’s Moor, Finchampstead (RNG) in 1922, Great Lea Pond (RNG) [7168] in 1957.
Near Loddon Bridge, Whitley (LAN) in 1956, New Bridge on the Blackwater, near Ruscombe.
Eversley [760631] in 1968, Sonning [765767] in 1995, Arborfield, Remenham, Cock Marsh [881867]
in 1992, with Oenanthe fistulosa, just to the west of Pond 1 at Cock Marsh [880868] in 2000-04.

West Berks: Cothill fen [49], Newbridge, Swinford Bridge and Wytham meadows [40], Thrupp Farm
and Radley [59], Abingdon [49], Sandford Lock and Iffley [50], Cholsey and Moulsford [58],
Kintbury [36], Newbury [46], Thatcham [56], Basildon and Burghfield [67]. Extinct in Kennet valley
[36] to [56] according to Bowen.
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Stellaria graminea L. Lesser Stitchwort h 5

Pastures, heaths on sandy or gravelly soil. Woodland rides, hedge-banks and grassland on well
drained soils. One of the commonest wildflowers of open places on acid soils. It is attacked by the
same Microbotryum violaceum anther smut fungus as Silene latifolia.

NVC: M 23,27, MG 1; U 1; W 21

Silwood Park: the commonest herb of rabbit-grazed grassland; no other herb species occurs with
greater frequency in 1m* quadrats (although Senecio jacobaea comes close). In the wet summer of
2002 it continued to flower abundantly right through September. Locally frequent in the New Chalk
Plots at Ashurst in August 2010.

1 m’ 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m?
29 36 52 44 68

Ascot: locally frequent in the sunny parts of Sunningwell Bog below St George’s School [929684].
East Berks: 46% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: widespread north of 90 and south of 85, but rare or absent on the northern clays in the
Vale of the White Horse. Atlas 2000: all except [68] and [69] but probably there for the finding.

Stellaria uliginosa Murray Bog Stitchwort hel 5
Stellaria alsine Grimm, nom. inval.

Wet places, especially on peaty soil. Found in moister and shadier places than S. graminea. Damp
woodland rides, marshes and damp pastures. Another host to anther smut, Microbotryum violaceum.
NVC: M 27; MG 10,13; OV 30; S 7,15,23

Silwood Park: very local, but common where it occurs in wet grassland and wet woodland. In the wet
woodland below Mann’s Copse. Gunness’s Thicket (especially inside the rabbit fences in June 1995
that were erected following forest clearance in February 1995), on the margins of The Lake, in the
wetter parts of Rush Meadow, especially inside the rabbit fences, on wet mud in shade on Church
Lane footpath. In the damp grass between The Farm and The Lake in April 2003, in deep water-filled
ruts made when the tractor got stuck during an attempt to cut the grass in 2001. From the seed bank
on the rubble pile by the Kissing Gate in June 2002. By the ferruginous flush at the bottom of Farm
Wood in 2007. Locally common in the damp back lawn at Silwood Farm on 16 May 2008.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m> 10,000 m?
0 0 0 4 4

East Berks: recent records from Farley Court, Dinton Pastures, Moor Green, Sandhurst, Wishmoor
Bottom, Bracknell forests, Lily Hill, Rapley Lakes, Swinley, Martins Heron, Great Hazes, Fernygrove
Copse, Englemere, Coronation Road, Johnson’s Pond, Breakheart Hill, Brookside, Holliday Plain,
Sunninghill, Cranbourne, Leiper Hill, Hiltons Covert, Stag Meadow, Spring Hill, all of which are wet
places to be cherished. 8% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares
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West Berks: widespread in the Kennet valley (south of 75) but rare to the north of this, and absent
from the chalk and the northern clays. Frilford [49], Wytham and Appleton [40], Bagley Wood [50].
Atlas 2000: all except [39], [48], [68], [69]
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Cerastium arvense L. Field Mouse-ear chh 5

Short grassland, dry exposed sunny places, sandy and calcareous fields, banks, heaths, railway banks
and roadsides; local on both acid and basic soils.
NVC:U 1

Silwood Park: one of our great rarities as a native plant. Gravel Pit, in the south-west corner.
Benefited indirectly from the great drought of 1995 by competitor release in the spring of 1996 while
the perennial grasses were still depleted. The site is now protected by rabbit fencing (erected 1997)
and mowed every 1 or 2 years to prevent encroachment by gorse and broom. Flower numbers
fluctuate substantially from year to year (e.g. from a high of 99 in 1993 to only 6 flowering stems in
May 2002 by fence post number 5, and just 5 stems in 2003). Very early into flower in 2004 (five
plants by fence post 5 on 20 April). A new patch of 30 flowering stems discovered on the opposite
(eastern) side of the rabbit exclosure on 26 May 2004. After the deer fence was erected in May 2006
there was 1 plant by post 5 and just 9 on the eastern side following a very dry winter. On 15 May
2008 there were no plants in the original location (build up of thatch and bryophytes probably
responsible), but there were 7 flowering plants in the newer patch between posts 4 and 5 on the
eastern side. On 19 May 2009 there were 5 flowering stems in the new patch (now about Im in
diameter) and just one flowering stem on the original site.

East Berks: Wellington College (RNG), Finchampstead, Wargrave, Bracknell. Reading, Wargrave
chalkpit, Broadmoor (RNG) in 1920, Englemere Pond. <1% (lkmz). Atlas 2000: [76], [77], [86],
[96], [97]

West Berks: commonest on chalk downland. Farncombe Down [27], Kingston Down [28], Faringdon
[29], Inkpen [36], Cleeve Hill [37], Crog Hill and Hackpen Hill [38], Buckland [39], north of
Greenham Common [46], Beedon [47], Chilton [48], Marcham and locally abundant at Frilford Heath
golf course [49], Appleton and Hurst Hill [40], Thatcham [56], Aldworth Downs, Grims Dyke and
Hermitage [57], Aston Upthorpe Downs, Compton Downs, Blewbury and Unhill Bottom [58], Radley
and Barrow Hills [59], by the railway at Pangbourne [67]. Atlas 2000: all except [46], [50], [66],
[68], [69]

Cerastium tomentosum L. Snow-in-summer e chh 51
Cerastium columnae Ten.
Cerastium biebersteinii auct., non DC.

A widespread plant of rockeries and garden walls, often escaping and frequently persisting for long
periods as a garden outcast on roadsides, hedge bottoms, waste ground and limestone walls. Rampant,
and often thrown out. Capable of persisting for several years, even in competition with grasses (unlike
many other rockery plants such as Aubrietia or Alyssum).

Silwood Park: locally abundant on rocks and in grass at Ashurst, Japanese Garden, Manor House.

East Berks: not in Druce. Widespread in villages and towns throughout. 40% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all
squares

West Berks: common in the Thames valley centred on Abingdon, but absent or rare in the Kennet
valley. Atlas 2000: all except [69]

Cerastium fontanum Baumg. Common Mouse-ear chh 4
Cerastium vulgatum sensu L.(1759), non L.(1755)
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Cerastium holosteoides Fries

Grasslands, meadows, river-banks, pastures, waste ground, stone walls, grassy chalk downs,
woodland rides, and heaths. Common and generally distributed from the banks of the Thames to the
highest ground.

NVC: CG 2-5; M 22,24; MG 1,4-7,9,10; OV 4,6,9,10,12,15,19,21-28,41,42; U 1, W 23,34

Silwood Park: frequent in grassland, arable and waste ground. Rare in shade. One of our commonest
herbs, and the tenth most frequent species in 1m?” quadrats.

1 m’ 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m?
12 20 33 53 74

East Berks: 87% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: Atlas 2000: all squares

The distributions of the 2 subspecies within Berkshire has not yet been worked out.
Cerastium fontanum subsp. vulgare (Hartm.) Greuter and Burdet

Cerastium vulgare Hartman

Cerastium fontanum Baumg. subsp. triviale (Spenner) Jalas

A plant of drier places. The lower stem internodes are hairy all round (rather than hairless or with
hairs in 2 lines as in subsp. /holosteoides). This is the common subspecies with us.

Silwood Park: on the old parade ground of South Gravel in 1981. In all kinds of dry grasslands and
disturbed places.

East Berks: frequent throughout.

West Berks: frequent throughout.

Cerastium fontanum subsp. holosteoides (Fr.) Salman, Ommering and de Voogd
Cerastium holosteoides Fries

Cerastium fontanum Baumg. var. holosteoides (Fries) Jalas

Cerastium holosteoides Fries var. glabrescens (G. Meyer) N. Hylander

Cerastium fontanum Baumg. subsp. glabrescens (G. Meyer) Salman, van Ommering and de Voogd

A plant of wet places. The lower stem internodes are hairless or with hairs in 2 lines (rather than
hairy all round as in subsp. vulgare). A local and uncommon plant in Berkshire.

Silwood Park: no records.
East Berks: meadows by the Blackwater River.
West Berks: sparingly in the Kennett valley.

Cerastium glomeratum Thuill. Sticky Mouse-ear th 4
Cerastium viscosum L.
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Dry, open grassland, arable fields, gardens, disturbed ground, walls, waste places, fields, heaths, and
grassy places in woods. Common and generally distributed, but rare on the chalk.
NVC: MG 7; OV 4,22,23

Silwood Park: one of our commonest ruderal species in disturbed places in sun. Abundantly self-sown
on the gravel beds at Ashurst Warren. Planted as one of the 7 species in the Ashurst raised beds
experiment, sown in September 2002. On Royal Wedding Day 29 April 2011 the plant was locally
abundant on the autumn-cultivated part of Ashurst Four Acre Field, in a year when the Raphanus was
almost absent following a very dry March.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m> 10,000 m>
0 0 0 29 29

East Berks: common throughout 78% (1km?). var apetalum occurs at Ascot and Windsor Great Park.
Locally frequent on the enormous soil pile overlooking Drift Road at Silver Springs Farm on 17 June
2008. Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: frequent in the north, occasional in the south, but absent or rare on the central chalk.
Atlas 2000: all squares

Cerastium diffusum Pers. Sea Mouse-ear th 5
Cerastium tetrandrum Curtis, nom. illegit.

Cerastium atrovirens Bab.

Cerastium subtetrandrum sensu Druce, non (Lange) Murb.

Told by its completely herbaceous bracts (lacking scarious tips) and 4 (not 5) petals and stamens.
East Berks: a rare colonist, on railway tracks at Bracknell in 1895 (OXF).

West Berks: at Didcot Station [5290] near the eastern end of Platform 5 from 1993-95. On compacted
ground at AWRE Aldermaston [5963] in May 2003 (herb. A.R.G. Mundell).

Cerastium pumilum Curtis Dwarf Mouse-ear th 4 4

A local, early-flowering speciality of sunny, bare places in calcareous grassland. Very local and rare.
Druce had no records of this plant. Told from C. semidecandrum by its relatively long petals (about as
long as the sepals rather than distinctly shorter than them), and by the upper bracts which have much
less “tissue-paper” about them (scarious for the apical quarter or less, rather than for the apical third
or more).

NVC: CG2

East Berks: no records.

West Berks: very local and rare; all but one of the records confined to [58]. On bare calcareous
ground at Wytham pit [40] in 1967, between Streatley and Lowbury [58] in 1935, Blewbury Downs
(OXF) [58] in 1883, Ilsley Downs (OXF) [58] in 1920 and Churn [58] in 1930. Atlas 2000: [40]

Cerastium semidecandrum L. Little Mouse-ear th 4
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Walls, heaths, dry grassland on acid or calcareous soils, dry arable fields and disturbed ground.
Absent from clay soils. Local, but under-recorded. The key feature relates to the uppermost bracts, the
upper third (or more) of which is membranous. The plant has 5 (not 4) stamens, and 10 (not 8)
capsule teeth.
NVC: OV 42

Silwood Park: Pound Hill Field, on disturbed soil next to the Atmospheric Physics building below the
Met Tower; discovered on the BSBI visit of 13 May 1990. Manor House, in lawn-edges and on cinder
path sides. Especially common on 21 April 1996 after the drought of 1995. Farm Road, occasional on
an open, sunny, sandy bank 10 April 1994. Compacted ground behind the kerbstone at M-Scan; 23
April 1999 and 29 April 2012. Also beneath the Cornus nuttallii in bare patches on the CPB lawn 5
May 2012.

Ascot: bare ground on the edge of the rough on Ascot Racecourse in May 2002.

East Berks: scattered throughout but absent from the chalk in the north. Windsor Great Park,
Wellington College, Wokingham, Stubbing’s Heath, Farley Hill, Twyford, Sonning, Finchampstead,
Bracknell, Ascot, Sandhurst, Binfield. Recent records from Farley Court, Bearwood, Ascot Heath,
Charters Road, Hiltons Covert, Windsor Great Park, Old Windsor, Ham Island. 2% (11<1n2). Atlas
2000: all except [77], [78], [88]

West Berks: absent from the chalk and scattered elsewhere (perhaps under-recorded). Wickham
Heath [37], Carswell and Pusey [39], Greenham Common [46], Hitchcopse South Pit [451995],
Marcham, Tubney, Cothill and Frilford Heath [49], Wytham and Boars Hill [40], Cold Ash Common,
Lower Bucklebury, Brimpton pit and Crookham Common [56], Bucklebury and Oare Common [57],
Blewbury Downs and on railway cinder at Didcot [59], Bagley [50], Mortimer Common and Ufton
[66]. Local on cinder in railway sidings at Didcot Parkway Station [5290] in 2003. Atlas 2000: all
except [37], [38], [59], [68], [69]

Myosoton aquaticam (L.) Moench Water Chickweed h 7
Cerastium aquaticum L.
Stellaria aquatica (L.) Scop.

Ditches, river-banks, wet places, damp spinneys, etc., often on dredged mud. Locally common in
partial shade. Absent from the chalk and rare in south-west Berkshire.

Ascot: no records. Not in Silwood Park.

East Berks: Old Windsor, Marlow, Henley, Blackwater, Sonning, Coleman’s Moor, Sindlesham,
Bray, Cookham, Ascot, Wargrave, Aston, Swallowfield. Occasional except in the south-east (east of
90). 2% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all except [96]

West Berks: frequent in the Thames valley, less common in the Kennet valley and absent from the
intervening country. Shrivenham [28], Lechlade, Tuckmill meadow and Buscot [29], Kintbury [36],
Letcombe Bassett [38], Turf Pits Covert [39], Chilton and Harwell [48], Marcham and Abingdon
[49], Wytham and Appleton Lower Common [40], Brimpton, Beenham and Aldermaston [56],
Cholsey and Moulsford [58], Wittenham, Thrupp House Wood and Radley [59], Kennington [50],
Padworth and Mortimer [66], Bradfield, Tidmarsh, Pangbourne, Theale and Southcote [67]. Atlas
2000: all squares
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Moenchia erecta (L.) P. Gaertn., B. Mey. & Scherb. Upright Chickweed th 5 4
Sagina erecta L.

An early-flowering annual, confined to heathy commons, and dry banks on acid, nutrient-poor soils;
very local and decreasing. This is a scarce species in Britain, found on open, shallow soil in dry
grasslands that are seasonally parched; often with Ornithopus perpusillus. Declining through
cessation of grazing and incursion of rank species. An annual with 4 of everything: 4 sepals, 4 entire
petals, 4 stamens and 4 styles. Rather like a miniature greyish Stellaria holostea with flat leaves
(rather than the wiry leaves of Minuartia hybrida or Sagina spp). The fat, silvery sepals give the plant
a really obvious jizz, despite it being so tiny.

Ascot: known to Druce from Ascot Racecourse (1897), but not seen since.

East Berks: Green Park in Windsor Great Park (BM) in 1847, near the railway between Bracknell and
Ascot (also on the Surrey banks of Virginia Water). Wellington College, Finchampstead Ridges
(1960). Woodley (RNG) in 1934, College Farm Reading (RNG) in 1916. Bowen believed it to be
extinct in all its eastern sites (east of 90), and to survive only at Finchampstead Ridges. Atlas 2000:
no records.

West Berks: restricted entirely to the heaths of the Kennet valley. Greenham Common and Wickham
Heath [46], Snelsmore Common [47], Bucklebury Common, Mortimer and Thatcham [56],
Burghfield Common (RNG) and Pond Green, Padworth [66]. The best place to see the plant these
days is on Greenham Common, in short (closely mowed) heath south-east of the former runway
[505643]. Atlas 2000: [46], [47], [56], [57], [66]

Sagina nodosa (L.) Fenzl Knotted Peariwort h7y
Spergula nodosa L.

Short, damp grassland in fens and water meadows, and more rarely in chalk grassland. Bowen
thought the plant extinct in both East and West Berkshire. Told from other Sagina spp. by its long
petals (2 times as long as the sepals) and by the fact that the leaves at the uppermost whorls are very
short (less than one third) compared to the leaves at lower whorls (in the other species, the topmost
leaves are more than half the length of the lower leaves).

East Berks: very local at Winter Hill and Cookham Down in 1897. Considered extinct, but
rediscovered above the water meadow at Cock Marsh [8985] in 1968. In chalk grassland above the
marsh in 1992 at [879866] (I suspect this is the same site as the 1968 record despite the latter’s grid
reference). Still there in July 2002, on a bare track through dry chalk grassland about 5m away from
the edge of the marshy ground. Found by Tony Mundell on a grassy ride near Deer Rock Hill on the
Berkshire side of Wishmoor Cross [8810 6363] on 19 September 2004. Atlas 2000: [88]

West Berks: extinct in both its former epicentres on the peat pits at Kintbury [36] and Bagnor Marsh
[46] in the Kennet valley and in the Thames meadows around Abingdon [59]. Found in a new station
in Hungerford Meads [3368] in 1969, and rediscovered in 1972 and 1988. Atlas 2000: [36]

Sagina subulata (Sw.) C. Presl Heath Pearlwort chh 6 {
Spergula subulata Sw.

Sagina pilifera auct., non (DC.) Fenzl

Sagina glabra sensu Lousley et auct., non (Willd.) Fenzl
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Heaths, very local on sand or gravel paths and bare places. “In profuse flower in May, it is a
noticeable feature of the bare roadsides in the heathy districts” (Druce). Not these days, sadly. Told
from S. procumbens by its possession of 5 sepals and usually 10 stamens (S. procumbens usually has
4 sepals and 4 stamens).

NVC: OV 20

East Berks: near Bray, Sandhurst (OXF) in 1897, Bagshot Heath, Wellington College, Ambarrow,
Bracknell, Whitmoor Bog by the side of the railway, Long Moor, abundant in Windsor Great Park
gravel-pits, and by the road from Sandhurst to Swinley, by the railway from Bracknell to Ascot.
Local, rare and decreasing, not found in any of Druce’s locations by Bowen. One recent record from
wet sand in Broadmoor Bottom [8763] in 1987. Atlas 2000: [76], [86]

West Berks. only 3 records: Hamstead Marshall [46] in 1959, Boars Hill [40] in 1918 (probably
extinct), Three Firs Burghfield (RDG and RNG) in 1919 — 1929 and Ufton Park in 1961 [66]. Atlas
2000: no records.

Sagina procumbens L. Procumbent Pearlwort h 5

Moist places, fields, paths, walls, heaths, waste ground, pavements, tarmac, woodland rides, etc.
Much the commonest Pearlwort; generally distributed but probably absent from a considerable area of
meadow land, chalk downland and from portions of the arable land. Common as a lawn-weed in
towns.

NVC: OV 20-23; U 1

Silwood Park: widespread on compacted ground and in open turf, but commoner close to buildings
than in natural habitats.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m?
0 0 0 16 25

East Berks: 35% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares
West Berks: all but ubiquitous, with populations most sparse on the chalk. Atlas 2000: all squares
Sagina apetala Ard. Annual Pearlwort th 5

S. apetala subsp. apetala (as S. ciliata in Druce and Bowen) is distinguished from S. apetala subsp.
erecta by upright sepals with pointed tips appressed to the ripe fruit, and more abundant glandular
hairs on the flower stalk. The seeds of subspecies apetala are larger (more than 0.33mm) than those
of subsp. erecta (less than 0.33mm)

Sagina apetala subsp. apetala th 5
Sagina ciliata Fries

Sagina filicaulis Jordan

Sagina reuteri Boiss.

Walls and dry sunny places on heaths, sand or gravel paths; local and absent from the chalk. The most
glandular hairy plants were formerly named Sagina filicaulis Jordan or var. filicaulis (Jord.) Corbiere.
NVC: U 1
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Silwood Park: rare at the Satellite Pad in 1999.

East Berks: uncommon and scattered, showing no obvious pattern. Twyford, Maidenhead, rides at
Tower Hill, Farley Hill. 2% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [76], [86], [88], [96]

West Berks: apparently absent from large areas, and found commonly only around two epicentres in
the Northern Loop [49] and on the heaths of the Kennet valley [46] to [57]: Shrivenham [28], Boxford
Common [47], Frilford Heath [49], Snelsmore Common [47], Harwell churchyard [48], Steventon
Station [49], Hen Wood and Youlbury [40], Didcot churchyard [59], Marlston [57], Woolhampton
[56], Bucklebury [57], Baughurst [56], Didcot Station [59], Wallingford Station [68]. Atlas 2000:
(28], [29], [38], [47], [48], [49], [40], [56], [57], [58], [59], [67], [68]

Sagina apetala subsp. erecta F. Herm. th 5
Sagina apetala auct., non Ard.
Sagina micropetala Rauschert

Walls and dry sunny places, like cinder and gravel paths, and bare cultivated ground. As in
neighbouring Oxfordshire there are about 10 records of subspecies erecta for every 1 record of
subspecies apetala. The sepals are spreading (not erect) with rounded (not pointed) tips and the seeds
are mostly smaller than 0.33mm. The pedicel may have a few glandular hairs.

Silwood Park: common on compacted gravel paths and cinder tracks around the Manor House, on
exposed lawn edges, and bare ground behind kerb stones. Also in open turf with Vulpia bromoides in
Drive Field. In July 2004, from imported topsoil used to landscape the lysimeter at Ashurst in late
2003. Very abundant on the unsown gravel plots at Ashurst in summer 2004 where they had escaped
the attentions of weeders in 2003; because all the bigger species were ruthlessly weeded-out, this little
plant was able to prosper mightily. Very common in gaps between the brick paviours around the
Centre for Population Biology on 25 April 2007 (seeds almost exactly 1/3 mm !).

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m?
0 0 0 7 10

East Berks: widespread but uncommon to the east of 85. 4% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares
West Berks: scattered throughout, including a few records from the chalk. Atlas 2000: all squares
Scleranthus annuus L. Annual Knawel th 6

Dry sandy cornfields, dry woodland rides, and disturbed ground and heathy ground on acid sandy
soils. Druce considered the plant to be “locally abundant although absent from large areas of the clays
and chalk”. Now much decreased, probably as a result of eutrophication (e.g. atmospheric inputs of
nitrogen, fertilizer drift, etc.) and herbicides; now a very rare weed of arable fields on acid sandy soils
and of acid heaths like Greenham Common.

NVC: 0OV 1

Ascot: the plant was known to Druce from Sunninghill in 1897, but there are no 20™ century records
from the district. Not in Silwood Park.

East Berks: Druce considered the locations to be too numerous to mention. Known to Bowen from
Finchampstead, Sandhurst, Wokingham, Wellington College, Ashley Hill, Maidenhead, Cookham,
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Farley Hill, Leighton Park, Whiteknights Park, Jouldern’s Ford, Arborfield, Woodley, Twyford.
Occasional in the south-east, centred on Barkham [7867], with outliers on the northern loop of the
Thames from Twyford [7875] to Bray [9079]. Atlas 2000: [77], [87]

West Berks: a curious distribution, occasional throughout the Northern Loop but absent everywhere
else, save for a few outliers around Boxford [47]. Buckland and Longworth pit [39], Kintbury [36],
Greenham Common [46], Boxford and Hemley Copse [47], Frilford and Tubney Wood [49],
Foxcombe Hill and Youlbury [40], Didcot and Radley [59], Bagley Wood [50], Englefield [67]. The
population in the Buckland Warren arable conservation plot [333962] was last seen in 1998. At least
12 plants on the Practice Ground at Frilford Heath Golf Club [447986] on 26 June 2006 (Susan
Erskine). Five plants on open peat amongst short heather in the central section of Greenham Common
[502646] on 23 June 2007 found by Bill Helyar on the occasion of the BSBI visit. Atlas 2000: [36],
[39], [46], [49], [40], [56], [57], [58], [59], [50], [66], [67]

9 Scleranthus S. biflorus
Illecebrum verticillatum L. Coral-necklace th 9 4

A late-flowering local speciality. “Found in 1891 by A.W.S. Fisher on the borders of pools and on
damp sandy ground in heathy districts at the western end of Nine Mile Ride near Wellington College
on Mr J. Walter’s estate of Bearwood, growing with Radiola linoides, Hydrocotyle, Ranunculus
flammula, Drosera rotundifolia, Veronica scutellata and Juncus bulbosus with pines and
rhododendrons nearby; the occurrence of this Cornish and New Forest plant in Berkshire is of
singular interest” (Druce). Acidic woodland rides and margins of acid ponds; very local and rare. This
is a scarce plant in Britain, found on seasonally wet, sandy or gravelly tracks and heathy lawns on
acid soils, often growing with Gnaphalium uliginosum.

East Berks: a wood in Finchampstead (RNG) [7563] in 1927, Wellington College pond (OXF and
RNG) [8363] in 1891, 1910, 1914 and 1956, Crowthorne (OXF and RDG) [8463] in 1958,
Kingsmere (RNG) [8164] in 1915 and 1948, Queens Mere (OXF) in 1929, California-in-England
(RNG) [8065] in 1936, Easthampstead Park (RNG) [8467] in 1944 and [8667] in 1951, Heath Lake
[828652] in 1961, Bracknell [8765] in 1952, lower slopes of Finchampstead Ridges [8063] in 1967.
Still at Heath Lake and perhaps on the inaccessible private land at Kingsmere or Queens Mere.

West Berks: no records.
Spergula arvensis L. Corn Spurrey oth 6

A weed of dry arable fields and allotments on acid sandy soils, locally abundant, but absent from
calcareous and damp clay soils.
NVC: OV 1,3,4,10,13,19,22,23,33

Silwood Park: one of the commonest arable weeds, and an abundant component of the seed bank.
Suffered badly in the spring drought of 2003. Also on gravel paths, and in gaps created in the turf of
dry grassland. Commoner in the fallow at Silwood Bottom than at Ashurst or Pound Hill, especially
after later spring cultivation (e.g. particularly abundant in May 2003 when it was rare or absent in
other Silwood fallows). Occasional on 3 August 2005 at Pound Hill when the May-cultivated plots
had only just greened-up after late July rains had broken the long spring and early summer drought.
On imported topsoil at the Ashurst lysimeter site in May 2004. Locally dominant on 20 May 2007 in
the top left corner of Silwood Bottom, and up-slope from the central shed, on ground that had been
cultivated in October 2006. Common in the seed bank beneath the fenced cultivated plot in Block E in
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Nash’s Field on 28 July 2007. Locally abundant in Four Acre Field at Ashurst in August 2010
following October 2009 cultivation.

1 m’ 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m?
0 1 1 7 9

East Berks: Druce recorded var. maxima from Sunningdale. 4% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: frequent in the Thames and Kennet valleys but absent from the chalk and northern clays.
Atlas 2000: all except [28], [38], [58], [68], [69]

[Spergularia media (L.) C. Presl Greater Sea-spurrey] th 5
Arenaria media L.

Spergularia marginata Kittel, nom. illegit.

Spergularia maritima (All.) Chiov.

Not known from Berkshire, but worth looking for on salted roadsides. Told from S. marina by its
bigger flowers (>8mm across), sepals (> 4mm) and capsules (>5mm), and from S. rupicola by the fact
that it is not woody below.

Spergularia marina (L.) Griseb. Lesser Sea-spurrey thée +&e th6 T
Buda marina Dumort

Arenaria rubra L. var. marina L.

Spergularia salina J.S. Presl and C. Presl

A local speciality, first record by Druce in 1890 from the famous saline meadow to the south of
Marcham [49] (see p. 116); there were still 10 plants from a saline ditch in Marcham [454959] in
1964. Sadly, the site is now destroyed. Now confined to roadside salt adventive communities as an
alien. Told from S. rubra by its bigger seeds (> 0.6mm) and by the fact that its stipules are fused for
more than one third of their length (look at young shoots).

East Berks: now an occasional but locally abundant component of the road-salting community
established along motorways and dual carriageways throughout the county. There were no roadside
records from Berkshire before Atlas 2000 recording, but to judge from its current abundance it has
obviously been overlooked for quite some time. Very abundant where the A33 crosses the M4 south
of Reading [7168] in 1997-2004. Common in Bray Wick on the edge of the A308 [8979] and frequent
on the Thames crossing at Windsor [9577] 1998-2004. <1% (1km2). Atlas 2000: [76], [87]

West Berks: on the roundabout at the junction of the A420 and the A417 [300952] in 2004. Atlas
2000: [37], [47], [49] but probably all along the M4 and the dual carriageway of the A34.

Spergularia rubra (L.)J. Presl and C.Presl Sand Spurrey th 5
Arenaria rubra L.

Sandy heaths and cultivated fields, lawns, paths and bare places on dry acid soils in small quantity.
Absent from the Chalk and the clays.
NVC: U 1

Silwood Park: locally frequent on compacted cinder paths by the Manor House above the Lily Pond
and on the cinder pot-standing at the Greenhouses, 1979-2004, fluctuating in numbers with the
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intensity of path-care. Also in arable land, but less commonly, as at Pound Hill and Silwood Bottom.
On the concrete bases of old Nissen huts on North Gravel, but the site was destroyed by soil dumping
during the construction of Southwood Halls in 1981. Locally frequent in compacted ground on the
track from Nash’s Field to the Kissing Gate on 5 June 2007.

Ascot: in short, heathy lawns (often with Ornithopus perpusillus) on many of the nearby Crown
Estate properties, and on Smith’s Lawn. Occasional on ruins [929689] during construction of the new
Ascot Racecourse in August 2005. Rare in sown verges of the new underpass road at Ascot
Racecourse [925692] on 2 July 2006.

East Berks: widespread, but seldom common; rarest on the chalk in the north. 2% (1km?). Atlas 2000:
all squares except [78]

West Berks: occasional in the Kennet valley and in the Northern Loop of the Thames but rare or
absent elsewhere. Atlas 2000: [36], [38], [46], [40], [56], [57], [59], [66]

Lychnis coronaria (L.) Murray Rose Campion eth5 1T
Agrostemma coronaria L., Silene coronaria (L.) Clairv.

A ubiquitous cottage garden plant, freely seeding and widely naturalised close to buildings. One of
the commonest garden escapes in Berkshire, capable of forming self replacing populations even in
competition with grasses. Waste places and rubbish tips, rare and sporadic in Druce’s time, now much
increased, and locally frequent. White flowered plants are rare except in gardens.

Silwood Park: commonly naturalised, even in dense grass and mown lawns; Sunninghill Cross Roads,
Ashurst Church, Cheapside Village, Tractor Sheds, Tennis Court, Drive Lawns, Science Park, East
Lodge, The Heath. A single plant in the 2-year old post-fallow community in Silwood Bottom in May
2003.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m’ 10,000 m>
0 0 0 1 13

Ascot: Whitmore Lane in Sunningdale, South Ascot, etc. Self sown on ruined walls at Frognall
[940681] in September 2005.

East Berks: one of the most commonly naturalised of all the garden escapes. First recorded from the
railway at Earley (1914), Reading tip (1952), 50 plants near the old army camp at Kingsride (1965).
Much increased (or perhaps better recorded) since Bowen. In shade with other garden outcasts where
Simon’s Wood backs on to suburbia [8§163]. Now in sites too numerous to mention; 39% (lkmz).
Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: first recorded from South Hinksey [50] and Aldermaston Wharf [66] in 1965. Now
common and widespread in all of the towns and most of the villages. Atlas 2000: [28], [29], [36],
[39], [46], [47], [49], [40], [57], [59], [50], [66], [67], [68]

Lychnis flos-cuculi L. Ragged-Robin hp 5 4
Silene flos-cuculi (L.) Clairv.

Wet meadows, damp woodland rides, alder woods, osier holts and marshes. Common and generally
distributed. “Some of the Thames meadows are a beautiful sight from the profusion of its blossoms.
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The banks of the railway between Bracknell and Wokingham show it in great beauty” (Druce).
Occasional but absent from the chalk. Much reduced because of drainage and pasture “improvement”
(fertilizing, herbiciding and re-seeding).

Silwood Park: uncommon in Rush Meadow, confined to the area east of the path, occasional by the
lakeside in Gunness’s Thicket and scattered throughout Cascade Marsh in 1980 but not seen there
since (the water level is higher and the shade is deeper now). Sown in the Nash’s Field seed mix in
1991, but it never grew. Sown in the Oak Mead Experiment in 1996; recruitment restricted to the low
competition plots (cultivated and treated with methyl bromide), but still present in a few places in the
fenced parts of Blocks C and D in 2001 and the fenced part of Block E in May 2003 that had been
methyl bromide treated at the seedling stage.

Ascot: occasional in the damp grassland of the northern triangle on Ascot Racecourse (1970-2006).
Occasional throughout the sown grasslands created during landscaping work for the new Race Course
in May 2006 and 2007, as at [925695].

East Berks: wet meadows by the Thames at Wargrave. In ditches at Waltham St Lawrence. Very
local, in only 4% of 1km?. Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: common in the water meadows of both the Thames and Kennet valleys and in gravel
workings as at Radley [49]. Absent only from the chalk. Frequent at Jarn Mound [4802]. A common
weed of plant-pots in the garden of Sutton Courtenay Manor [59] in May 2001. White flowered forms
are recorded from Wytham [40], Bagley [50], Moulsford [58] and Tidmarsh [67]. Atlas 2000: all
squares

Lychnis chalcedonica L. Maltese-Cross e hp 5

A popular herbaceous border plant with very striking bright scarlet flowers. An occasional outcast,
but quite persistent where it occurs.

Silwood Park: long persistent in bare soil by the Greenhouses.
East Berks: on bulldozed gravel near Reading Bridge [718739] in 1974.
West Berks: Atlas 2000: [46]

4| Lychnis L. alpina, L. X arkwrightii ‘Vesuvius’, L. chalcedonica, L. chalcedonica var. albiflora, L.
chalcedonica ‘Flore Pleno’, L. chalcedonica ‘Rosea’, L. coronaria ‘Alba’, L. coronaria ‘Angel’s
Blush’, L. coronaria Oculata group, L. flos-cuculi var. albiflora, L. flos-jovis ‘Hort’s Variety’, L.
viscaria alba, L. viscaria ‘Splendens Plena’, L. yunnanensis

Agrostemma githago L. Corncockle oth6 fand e th6 T
Lychnis githago (L.) Scop.

Formerly a cornfield weed chiefly on light soils, but now an occasional garden escape and an
increasing member of the seed bank community. Often moved around in topsoil and occurring the
year after topsoil has been dumped or spread during landscaping works. Likely to appear following
soil disturbance wherever it was formerly grown, most likely to be seen close to buildings but could
occur almost anywhere, even on arable land if and when it escapes herbicide application. It is so
widespread as an alien that identification of putative native sites is impossible.
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Silwood Park: very local and rare on waste ground at the Header House, origin unknown, where there
were 2 plants behind the CPB greenhouses, and 2 more in pavement cracks below the wall of the
Header House on 17 May 1993. Not seen since. Buckhurst Road Entrance, 1 plant in July 1999. On
the student’s allotments in Silwood Bottom in June 2003, apparently sown with other cornfield weeds
like Anthemis arvensis and Chrysanthemum segetum. An excellent population of 20 flowering plants
in the nettle bed between the Header House and CABI Quarantine Greenhouse on 17 June 2006,
growing with Papaver somniferum and Eruca sativa (origin unknown). Common on the sand bench
in Greenhouse 9C on 25 January 2007 (with Centaurea cyanus).

East Berks: common opposite Bisham woods, Wellington College, Reading (RDG), Remenham,
Sonning, Virginia Water, Jouldern’s Ford, Farley Hill, Clewer, Maidenhead, Hurley, Wargrave,
Shinfield (RDG). Formerly a frequent weed on arable land along the Surrey border and by the
Thames (e.g. Cookham in 1954), but rare and sporadic these days. Now a frequent casual and garden
escape: Bulmershe, Crazies Hill, Edgebarrow Hill, Wellington College, Braywoodside, North Town
Moor. 1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [77], [78], [86], [87], [88], [96]

West Berks: formerly on arable land in the Northern Loop of the Thames valley. The old records were
strongly clustered in the south-east around [57] and [67], with no records at all from the chalk.
Recorded from the Royal Military College of Science at Shrivenham [28] in 1952. Kintbury [36],
Shefford [37], Pusey, Carswell and Buckland [39], Newbury and Benham Park [46], Tubney,
Marcham, Frilford and Abingdon [49], Wytham [40], Hermitage and Bucklebury [57], Moulsford,
Streatley and Blewbury [58], Kennington [50], Mortimer (RNG) and Padworth [66]. Basildon,
Tilehurst, Bradfield, Tidmarsh and Theale [67]. Common by the new bypass at Kingston Bagpuize
[4098] from 1990-92 until succession took its course. There was a roadside display of rare arable
weeds, presumably planted, at Upper Lambourn [3180] in July 2003. Atlas 2000: [29], [39], [49],
[58], [59], [66], [67]

Silene nutans L. Nottingham Catchfly hs 5 f
Silene dubia auct., non Herbich ex Rohrb.

Dry grassland, and open, disturbed ground; always very rare, now extinct
NVC: CG 2; MG 1; OV 39,41

East Berks: Wellington College (OXF) last reported in 1927.
West Berks: a single record from Frilford Golf Course [49] by Dr Smith in 1929.

Silene vulgaris (Moench) Garcke Bladder Campion hp 6 4
Behen vulgaris Moench

Silene vulgaris subsp. vulgaris

Silene cucubalus Wibel, nom. illegit.

Silene angustifolia auct., non (DC.) Guss.

Oberna behen (L.) Ikonn.

Waysides, cultivated and fallow fields and disturbed ground by roadsides. Occasional on calcareous
soils, rare elsewhere.
NVC: OV 16,23,25

Silwood Park: in long grass in Upper Pond Field on the boundary of Nash’s Slope on 26 June 1980.
Not seen for many years, but rediscovered at the same spot on 21 June 1991. Probably grazed to
invisibility by rabbits in most years. A single plant in unmown grass at the northern end of M-Scan
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next to Prunus ‘Tai Haku’ on 30 August 1996. Two plants in Oak Mead in one of the cultivated plots
of the Biodepth II experiment on 10 July 2000; no sign of them in 2001o0r 2002, but a thriving clump
on 18 June 2003.

East Berks: common near Marlow and in the fields about Hurley, Wargrave, Loddon Mouth and near
Maidenhead. Also by the Blackwater at Jouldern’s Ford and the Thames at Bray. Uncommon except
in the Thames valley, absent from most of the interior and the south. 3% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all
squares

West Berks: widespread; least common on the northern clays. Very common on sunny lane banks in
the Downs, as on Ball Pit Road from Stanmore to East Ilsley [4780], and by the footpath between
Aston Upthorpe and Blewbury [5485]. Locally frequent on cinder in railway sidings at Didcot
Parkway Station [5290] in 2003. Atlas 2000: all but [69]

Silene armeria L. Sweet-William Catchfly e th 6
East Berks: Sonning (1800) but this may be only a garden specimen. Reading rubbish tip (1965).

West Berks: found by Bill Helyar in the carpark of Shalford Lakes [5665]; many plants in 2003, but
down to one plant in 2004.

Silene muscipula L. e th 6

A grain and bird-seed casual. Told from S. armeria by the leaves which taper to a narrow base (not
clasping), acute (not obtuse) calyx teeth, and by the pubescent carpophore.

West Berks: in a crevice in pavement at AERE Harwell [48] in 1971 (RNG).

Silene noctiflora L. Night-flowering Catchfly oth 7
Melandrium noctiflorum (L.) Fries

Dry cornfields, especially on sandy calcareous soils; local in the Thames Valley. Much declined as a
result of herbicide and fertilizer application. Commoner in spring- than in autumn-sown cereals.
NVC: OV 16

East Berks: formerly abundant about Wargrave, Remenham, Twyford, Maidenhead, Hurley,
Sandhurst, Sunninghill. “The flowers, which are yellow on the outside and rose-coloured on the
inside, offer a ready means of distinguishing it at a glance from the much commoner S. vulgaris”
(Druce). Bowen thought the plant extinct in this district. Once common on the Thames valley chalk
from Twyford, through Wargrave, Remenham, Hurley sand Maidenhead, but few post-1985 records.
Atlas 2000: [77]

West Berks: scattered records from the Thames valley all the way from Lechlade [29] to Pangbourne
[67] and an area south-west of Reading centred on Theale [67]. Recent records include Kingston Lisle
[38] in 1990, Frilford Heath golf course [447987] in 1981, Lower Seeds at Wytham [40] in 1971 and
1987, Thatcham Marsh [56] in 1974, Aston Upthorpe Down [58] in 1982, Riddle Hill [58] in 1977,
Appleford [59] in 1977. Atlas 2000: [39], [40], [58], [59], [50], [67]

Silene latifolia Poir. White Campion o hp 5
Silene latifolia subsp. alba (Mill.) Greuter and Burdet
Lychnis alba Miller
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Silene pratensis (Rafn) Godron and Gren.
Melandrium album (Miller) Garcke
Silene alba (Miller) E.H. Krause, non Muhlenb. ex Britton

Hedges, cultivated fields, commons, rough grassland, lawns, roadsides and waste places. Occasional
but seldom in quantity, and rare on acid soils. Host to the anther smut fungus Microbotryum
violaceum (= Ustilago violacea). The shiny dark brown-black aphid is Brachycaudus lychnidis.

NVC: OV 3,15,16,18,19,22,24

Silwood Park: the commonest campion with us, but rather sporadic and never abundant. Oak Mead,
Church Field, Gunness’s Hill, Hill Field, on the ridge between Nash’s Field and Nash’s Slope (5
plants in May 2004), Ha Ha, Reactor Bank, Science Park, M-Scan. On the herb-sown plots of the
Tilman Experiment (sown in October 1991) in Nash’s Field (still there on 11 of the 18 sown plots in
May 2004), and in the Oak Mead Experiment (sown in 1996 and still there in 2004). A weed of plant
pots on the pot standing at The Greenhouses on 26 May 2004. By July 2007 the plant was restricted to
Blocks G (both) and H (top) amongst Tanacetum vulgare in the Tilman Plots in Nash’s Field. From
the seed-bank by the new road to the renovated Silwood Farm on 29 August 2011.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m> 10,000 m>
0 0 0 0 7

Ascot: scattered individuals on Ascot Heath, Kings Beeches, South Ascot, Blacknest Park, South
Coworth, Johnson’s Pond, and Frostfarm Plantation. Occasional throughout the sown grasslands
created during landscaping work for the new Race Course in May 2006 and 2007 as at [925984].

East Berks: common between Charvil and Sonning, and around the reservoirs at Bray. 34% (1km?).
Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: on the ruins of the Prince of Wales pub at Challow Station [3590], common by the
footpath between Aston Upthorpe and Blewbury [5485] in 2002, growing with Silene vulgaris. Atlas
2000: all squares

Silene x hampeana Meusel and K. Werner = 8. latifolia x S. dioica
Silene x dubia (Hampe) Guin. & R. Vilm., non Herbich ex Rohrb. nec E.H. Krause
Silene x intermedia (Schur) Philp, non (Lange) Bocq.

This is a common and highly fertile hybrid, with pale pink petals, that is intermediate in all its
characters. Sometimes found in the absence of either parent.

Silwood Park: rare in Nash’s Field, close to the Tilman Experiment (1992-2004). In rough grass on
the Reactor Bank following scrub clearance in May 2002. Locally frequent in the lower part of the
Biodepth deer exclosure in Oak Mead in June 2003. A single plant amongst Tanacetum vulgare in the
centre of Tilman Plot Bock J (left) on 27 July 2007.

East Berks: Whiteknights Park (1982). In 2002 the hybrid is the second commonest taxon, much rarer
than S. latifolia, but much commoner than S. dioica.

West Berks: scattered records form the whole region, with recent records from Buckland Warren [39]
and Frilford Heath [49].
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Silene dioica (L.) Clairv. Red Campion hp 51
Lychnis dioica L.
Melandrium dioicum (L.) Cosson and Germ.

Roadsides, woods, hedges, sunken lanes, railway-banks, shady places, disturbed ground etc.; locally
plentiful, but rare or absent from acid soils. Often less abundant than the pink flowered hybrid
(above).

NVC: MG 1; OV 25,27; S 26; W 6,8,10,12,21-25

Silwood Park: a rare introduced species with us, transient and short lived. Sown in the seed mix in the
Nash’s Field experiment in Blocks G, H and J in 1991. The first flowers were seen in September
1994. Still there, but rare in 2000 and 2003. The Greenhouses: a dense stand 3m x 3m in the Tennis
Court corner of the Pot-standing on 4 June 1995. Probably introduced unintentionally with woodland
plants from Kent in 1979 and kept inconspicuous by mowing until 1995 when mowing was
unnecessary because of the intensity of the drought (gone by 1998, but returned in May 2003). In
shade at the edge of the driveway at the Church at Ashurst; 5 May 1999. Growing on the edge of the
Miscanthus sinensis plot in Silwood Bottom on 31 May 2003. Below the wall in the Herbaceous
Border in May 2004, where it had seeded from the Pot Standing population. One of the plants grown
as hosts for herbivorous insects to attract parasitoids within deer/rabbit fences all over Silwood Park
from 2006 onwards: in full flower on 20 April 2007 on the Cricket Wicket. Established as a weed of
plant pots by the greenhouses in April 2007, whence seeds had spread from the population of potted
plants kept between the greenhouses for use in pollination experiments in Silwood Bottom (2004-
2006). A single individual in concrete at the lip of the standing in front of Greenhouse 5C by the pot
shed on 5 May 2009.

Ascot: local and rare. In the grassy lane behind the terraced houses on Upper Village Road (1979-
2004).

East Berks: all but restricted to the Thames valley; Windsor, Shurlock Row, Finchampstead,
Finchampstead Church, Sandhurst, Arborfield, Wellington College, Crowthorne, Sonning, Ashley
Hill, by the upper lake at Park Place. An odd distribution; most of our pinkish plants are the hybrid S.
x hampeana. 12% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: widespread, but curiously uncommon in a 10km wide strip running north-west to south-
east from the Thames at Buckland [30] to Yattendon [57]. Particularly common in the far west, as at
Ashbury [28] and Inkpen [36], and in the north as at Bagley Wood [508025]. Atlas 2000: all squares

Silene pendula L. Nodding Catchfly e th 5
A showy annual with bright pink flowers.
Silwood Park: discovered on 9 April 2009 in full flower on gravel at the western end of the CABI

Polytunnel. It is likely that the plant was self-sown from plants that had been grown in pots in an
experiment with sewage sludge carried out in 2008.

Silene gallica L. Small-flowered Catchfly oth 6
Silene anglica L.
Silene quinquevulnera L.

A local speciality of sandy cornfields and gravelly waysides; very rare or extinct as a result of heavy
use of herbicide and fertiliser. A scarce plant in Britain, growing as a winter-annual weed of
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cultivated or disturbed ground on sandy soils. Occasionally found as a casual from imported clover
seed. Known from other annual campions by its hairy leaves and stems, and its short (< 12mm) calyx
with long, spreading hairs. Extinct at most if not all of its former sites.

East Berks: local and rather rare. Wellington College, Wokingham (OXF), Remenham, Ambarrow,
Finchampstead, abundant in fields near Bracknell all pre-1897. Rare and decreasing. Wokingham
(1890), Finchampstead (1966), Binfield (1953). Atlas 2000: no records.

West Berks: absent from the centre of the region, with scattered records from the north-western part
of the Thames valley and from the south-eastern parts of the Kennet valley. Becket Park [28] in 1982,
Buckland Warren [39] in 1966, Crockham Heath [46] in 1965, Tubney [49] in 1833, Cothill [49] in
1908, Boars Hill (OXF) [40] in 1890, Midgham (OXF) [56] in 1890, Tutts Clump [57] in 1963,
Mortimer [66] in 1897, Tilehurst (RDG) [67] in 1913. Atlas 2000: no records.

Silene dichotoma Ehrh. Forked Catchfly e th 6!

Waste ground, clover fields, thought to be increasing in frequency in Druce’s time, but not seen since
1910.

East Berks: in a field near Maidenhead in 1897 where rubbish had been placed. Not seen by Bowen.
Formerly occurred frequently as a casual but now rare. It has horizontal whitish flowers with calyx 8-
15mm.

West Berks: Pusey [39], in a chicken run at Cothill [49] in 1909 (OXF), Cumnor [40], Didcot [59],
Basildon [67]; all but the Cothill record pre-1897.

Silene conica L. Sand Catchfly th 5
Pleconax conica (L.) Sourk.

A local speciality of bare places in nutrient-poor sandy grassland. Very rare and sporadic. Druce
thought that it “has no claim to be considered native in Berkshire”. Bowen, however, considered it to
be native at Frilford where Druce had found it (OXF), and it is accepted as native in Atlas 2000.
NVC: U 1

Silwood Park: sown as an unintended component of a wildflower seed mixture on North Gravel,
opposite the (then) brand new Southwood Halls in May 1983. First flowers seen in June 1984 in good
numbers along the edge of the grass track past Immunology, when there were 5 patches, each of 10 or
so plants. Thorough, repeated searches in 1985 failed to reveal any plants, and not seen since. The site
was subsequently destroyed during the construction of Flowers Halls.

East Berks: no other records.

West Berks: the celebrated, allegedly native, site on Frilford Heath has many records spanning the
decades following its discovery by Druce in 1913 (RNG, RDG and OXF). The plant fluctuates
greatly in abundance from year to year (e.g. 10 in 1974, 3 in 1975 and 1 in 1981), but there are two
extant patches, each a few metres square at [442974] and [448987] in 2002. Also at Hitchcopse pit
[453997], Dry Sandford pit [465996], and in set-aside land nearby [447981] in 2001-04. With other
aliens at Newbury [46] on garden ground near the railway in 1858. Atlas 2000: [49]

Silene conoidea L. e th 6 }
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A rare casual from southern Europe, told from S. conica by its larger calyx (more than 15mm) and
bigger seeds (more than 1mm diameter) and by its generally lower degree of hairiness.

West Berks: on waste ground at Grandpont by the rubbish tip in 1891, but the site was built over
before 1897.

q Silene S. fimbriata, S. schafta , S. uniflora ‘Robin Whitebreast’ (d), S. uniflora ‘Rosea’
Saponaria officinalis L. Soapwort o hp 6

Sandy fields, roadsides, railway banks, gravel pits and waste ground. In small colonies. Hedges and
waste places, generally near houses. Rare.

Silwood Park: one patch of double-flowered plants among Mahonia aquifolium below the Cedrus
atlantica by Drive Lawns. The patch had been established since before 1970, but was eradicated
when Brynmore took the bush hog to the Mahonia in 1991; the area is now part of the lawn.

East Berks: Old Windsor, Ray Mill near Maidenhead, Cookham. Waltham St Lawrence, Wellington
College, Woodley, Quarry Wood, Bray. Recent records from Shinfield, West Reading, Reading
Station, Cannon Court Farm, March House, Cookham. Common on railway ground at Kings
Meadows Reading in September 2007 and 2008. 2% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: occasional throughout the Thames valley, with scattered records elsewhere. Beckett Park
and Shrivenham [28], Coxwell pits, Badbury, Inglesham and Faringdon pits [29], south of Wantage
[38], Cherbury Camp [39], Boxford and Snelsmore (the double flowered form) [47], Abingdon,
Frilford and Kingston Bagpuize Hall [49], Wasing and Brimpton [56], South Moreton, Blewbury and
by The Bull Inn at Streatley [58], Radley [59], Grandpont [50], Pangbourne and Bradfield [67]. Atlas
2000: [28], [29], [36], [38], [39], [46], [40], [56], [50], [66], [67]

Saponaria ocymoides L. e hp 6
A popular rockery and wall plant, rarely escaping.
East Berks: on walls in Sonning in June 2002.

4 Saponaria S. ‘Bressingham’, S. ocymoides, S. officinalis, S. officinalis ‘Alba Plena’, S. officinalis
‘Dazzler’, S. officinalis ‘Rosea Plena’, S. X olivana

Vaccaria hispanica (Mill.) Rauschert Cowherb e th 6
Saponaria hispanica Miller

Saponaria vaccaria L.

Vaccaria pyramidata Medikus

Waste places, cultivated fields, railway ballast.

East Berks: a casual on the railway embankment at Maidenhead in 1897. Casual alien of waste
ground and rubbish tips, Reading (1962).

West Berks: there are nineteenth century records from the railway at Newbury [46], Didcot [49] and
Grandpont [50]. The most recent records include Bradley Farm Cumnor [45] in 1939, arable land at
Bradfield [57] in 1988, Didcot [59] in 1965, Sandford [50] in 1918, Tilehurst [67] in 1918
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Petrorhagia prolifera (L.) P.W. Ball and Heywood Proliferous Pink th 7 +
Dianthus prolifer L,

Tunica prolifera (L.) Scop.,

Kohlrauschia prolifera (L.) Kunth

A rare casual of sandy places. Hard to tell from P. nanteuilii since identification requires microscopic
inspection of the seeds. The seeds are reticulate on the surface (rather than tuberculate in P.
nanteuilii).

East Berks: very local and rare near Windsor (1897). Extinct casual. No specimen seen.

West Berks: collected by Druce at Boars Hill [40] in 1894. Long extinct.

94| Petrorhagia P. saxifraga

Dianthus gratianopolitanus Vill. Cheddar Pink ech 7

This well known, rare British native is confined to Carboniferous limestone cliffs in the Cheddar
Gorge in North Somerset.

West Berks: recorded by A. Evans in 1933 as having been planted on Jarn Mound [4802] in the
British plants collection. Not there now.

Dianthus caryophyllus L. Clove Pink ech6
Common garden plants, but very rare as outcasts or escapes.
Ascot: naturalized on a grave in South Ascot churchyard since before 1979; still there in June 2004.

East Berks: in the abandoned nursery of Sutton’s seeds in Reading [7473] in 1979. Gone now, the site
having been developed as a Business Park, and landscaped to tidy (but floristically dull) lawns, in the
modern fashion.

Dianthus deltoides L. Maiden Pink ch 6

One of our local specialities. Old walls, sandy places, etc. “The Pink which grows by the highway
sides of the sandy hill you descend going from Nottingham to Lenton, I find to be the same which
grows ... in many places in Berkshire” (Ray, 1670). “Mr Tufnail tells me it is well established at
Messrs. Sutton’s farm in the grassy borders, probably introduced with foreign seeds” (Druce). Known
by its single (not clustered) flowers and its shortly-hairy (not glabrous) lower stems. The flowers are
scentless.

Silwood Park: a rare garden escape, on the stone base of the Wishing Well in July 1983. Not seen
since. Both pink and white flowered forms were locally frequent on the edge of the cinder pot-
standing at The Greenhouses in June 2002.

East Berks: dry grassland on acid soils. Very local in Suttons grounds (the celebrated seed merchants)
at Reading (RDG) in 1897, 1919 and 1979 [733737], and at Wellington College (1907) but Bowen
failed to see it at either of these sites. On the fifth fairway of Sonning golf course (1965), Bearwood
(K) [7768] in 1945. Atlas 2000: [76], [77], [86]
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West Berks: Greenham golf course [46], Honey Bottom (OXF) and Bussock Hill House [47], Frilford
Heath Golf Course on the edge of the rough [49] from 1930 to 1990, and 30 flowering shoots north of
the 8™ tee on the Green Course on 20 June 2008 (Alison Muldal) [4474 9888], planted at Jarn Mound
[40], Brimpton [56], Bucklebury [5570], Bagley Wood [5102]. Garden escapes on waste ground near
the canal in Newbury [4767] in July 2002. The principal surviving populations are on Frilford Heath
[443975], [447989] and [446985]. Atlas 2000: [47], [49]

Dianthus barbatus L. Sweet-William e hp 7

The quintessential cottage garden plant, also used for bedding in more formal gardens. An occasional
garden escape in towns and villages throughout.

Silwood Park: rare, on the cinder pot-standing at The Greenhouses. By paths on the Science Park.
The plants in the perennial bed at The Greenhouses were still common in July 2007 despite 20 years
of neglect.

East Berks: not in Druce. Smallmead rubbish tip in Reading (1965). Recently at Bulmershe, Hurst,
Gravelly Bridge, West Whitley, The Throat, West End, Old Malt House, Shottesbrooke, White
Waltham, Cookham, Fernbank Road. 5% (1km?).

West Berks: Bessels Leigh [40] in 1899 and a gravel pit at Caldecot [49] in 1980.
Dianthus armeria L. Deptford Pink th 7 4

Sandy fields and hedge-banks, on gravelley soil in sunny exposures. A scarce plant as a native in
Britain. An annual or biennial of dry pastures, field borders and hedgerows where the grass is kept
short by grazing or management. Not uncommon as a garden escape. Told by its compact cluster of
multiple (not single) flowers with hairy calyces, lacking sterile shoots at flowering time (unlike the
perennial D. barbatus).

Silwood Park: a single self-sown individual in gravel at the base of the wall of the CABI Quarantine
Greenhouse on 8 July 2006. The offspring of this plant had increased to dominate the entire length
and breadth of this strip by 26 June 2010. The plant had flowering regrowth shoots on 28 September
2010 growing on the soil pile by the CABI Potting Shed with Polygonatum verticillatum and Cyperus
involucratus. There were 20 or so plants in full flower in gravel by the door to the CABI Greenhouse
on 16 June 2012.

Ascot: no other records. Not recorded from Silwood Park until 2006.

East Berks: a local speciality, but probably extinct in its native sites as a result of habitat destruction
during the inexorable eastwards sprawl of suburban Reading. Recorded first by Merrett in 1666 from
Earley Heath and then by a succession of botanists for over 260 years at the same site: this is
amazing site tenacity for such a rare annual. Druce (OXF) saw it in 1896 (the site was then called
Loddon Bridge), and J. Auger was the last to see it in 1935 (when the site was called Woodley). At
Arborfield (K) in 1831. There are also records from Windsor (by H. Sibthorp in 1780), Maidenhead,
Winter Hill, Cookham (OXF) in 1932, in a waste, disused portion of the brickfields at Crazey Hill
(1897), near Wellington College (1897), Aston Lane (1890), Clewer (1897). At Crazies Hill (again) in
1999 but by this time as a garden escape. Not seen as a native in East Berkshire since 1935. A single
plant in landscaping of roadworks at the new roundabout where the Drift Road crosses the A330
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south of Braywoodside [873750] in 1997. Gone by 1999 having succumbed to competition from
sown grasses. Probably imported as seed in topsoil. Atlas 2000: garden escapes at [77], [88]

West Berks: Carswell [39], Clay Hill, Bucklebury [57], Kennington [50], Pangbourne (OXF) in 1844,
Great Bear (RDG) in 1915, Bradfield College, Englefield in 1833 and Tilehurst (RNG) in 1952 [67].
Atlas 2000: a garden escape in [67]

9 Dianthus D. ‘Allspice’, D. alpinus, D. alpinus ‘Joan’s Blood’, D. X arvernensis, D. ‘Betty
Norton’, D. ‘Bovey Belle’, D. ‘Brympton Red’, D. ‘Chastity’, D. ‘Claret Joy’, D. ‘Cranmere Pool’, D.
‘Dainty Dame’, D. deltoides ‘Albus’, D. deltoides ‘Leuchtfunk’, D. ‘Dewdrop’, D. ‘Diane’, D.
‘Doris’, D. erinaceus, D. ‘Fusilier’, D. ‘Gran’s Favourite’, D. gratianopolitanus, D. ‘Haytor White’,
D. ‘Inchmery’, D. ‘Inshriach Dazzler’, D. ‘La Bourboule’, D. ‘Little Jock’, D. ‘Mrs Sinkins’, D.
‘Musgrave’s Pink’, D. ‘Nyewoods Cream’, D. ‘Pike’s Pink’, D. ‘Rose de Mai’, D. ‘Sops-in-wine’, D.
‘Valda Wyatt’, D. ‘Waithman Beauty’, D. ‘Whatfield Can-can’, D. ‘Whatfield Gem’, D. ‘Whatfield
Magenta’

Gypsophila paniculata L. Baby ’s-breath e ch 5
A common perennial garden plant forming a mound of stiff, thin stems, but rarely escaping.

East Berks: Cox Green, Maidenhead Cemetery: Atlas 2000: [87], [88]

Gypsophila muralis L. Annual Gypsophila e th 5
A cushion-forming dwarf annual with masses of tiny white flowers on hair-like stalks.

East Berks: by the M4/A33 Interchange [709702] in October 1999.

9 Gypsophila G. paniculata ‘Bristol Fairy’, G. repens ‘Dorothy Teacher’, G. ‘Rosenschleier’, G.
tenuifolia

POLYGONACEAE

Persicaria campanulata (Hook.f.) Ronse Decr. Lesser Knotweed eho6?t
Polygonum campanulatum J.D. Hook.

This is one of the forgivable garden knotweeds, told by its branched panicle with big (>2.5mm) pink
tepals that are fused at the base for one quarter to half of their length.

Ascot : planted at a lakeside, east of Ascot Station [9268] in 1975. Still there and spreading in 2000.

East Berks: commonest in railway cuttings, in damp ground close to the trackbed. Bracknell,
Reading, etc. Atlas 2000: [77], [86], [96]

West Berks: Atlas 2000: no records.
Persicaria wallichii Greuter and Burdet Himalayan Knotweed e h6

Polygonum polystachyum Wallich ex Meissner
Persicaria polystachya (Wallich ex Meissner) Gross, non Opiz
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Aconogonon polystachyum (Wallich ex Meissner) M. Kr 1
Rubrivena polystachya (Wallich ex Meissner) M. Kr |
Pleuropteropyrum polystachyum (Wallich ex Meissner) Javeid and Munshi

Occasional on railway banks and roadsides from garden outcasts. Another reasonable garden
knotweed, told from P. campanulata by its free (not basally fused) white tepals, and from P. alpina
by its longer styles (> 0.5mm) and truncate or cordate (not cuneate) leaf base.

East Berks: not in Druce. Introduced on waste ground, rare. Bearwood (1966), South Ascot (1968-
75). Locally common by the railway east of Sunningdale station (1971-2008), just over the border in
v.c.17. Atlas 2000: [77], [96]

West Berks: Calcot (LAN) [67] in 1958, Southcote [67] in 1961, Youlbury [40] in 1964, Midgham
Green [56] in 1985 Turners Green [56] in 1988. Atlas 2000: [40], [56], [67].

Persicaria bistorta (L.) Samp. Common Bistort hs 6
Polygonum bistorta L.
Bistorta major Gray

Damp meadows and pastures, and in patches in damp woodland rides; very local but often in
considerable quantity; absent from the chalk ridge and rare in East Berkshire. Most of the plants look
as if they are garden escapes or garden relics.

NVC: S8

Ascot: in damp grass at Sunningdale Park in 1998.

East Berks: Blackwater meadows at Camberley, Arborfield, Whistley Mill. Park Place, Sandhurst
(1965). Recently at Park Place, Wellington College, Scotlands. <1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all except
[76], [87]

West Berks: Hungerford and Kirby House [36], Stanford-in-the-Vale [39], Benham Lock and
Hamstead Marshall [46], Welford [47], Lockinge [48], Appleton Upper Common and Abingdon
[49], Wytham [40], Crookham Common, Thatcham and Woolhampton [56], Stanford Dingley and
Yattendon [57], West Hagbourne [58], Thrupp [59], Wallingford [68]. Atlas 2000: [28], [36], [38],
[39], [40], [56], [57], [58]

Persicaria amplexicaulis (D. Don) Ronse Decr. Red Bistort eho6?
Polygonum amplexicaule D. Don
Bistorta amplexicaulis (D. Don) E. Greene

A common cottage garden plant seen occasionally as a persistent garden outcast on rough ground in
villages, quarries, railway embankments and such like. Seldom seen outside of gardens in towns.

Silwood Park: scattered remnants of cultivation marking the ghosts of former herbaceous borders.
The Greenhouses, Silwood Lodge, Ashurst, The Cedars, Virginia Water Lodge. The plants in the
perennial bed at The Greenhouses were still locally dominant in July 2007 despite 20 years of neglect.

Ascot: by the lake east of Ascot Station (1975), Ascot Place (1998) and on Locks Ride (1999).

East Berks: not in Druce. Trackside at Bowsey Hill 1961-83, Twyford tip (1963), Leighton Park
(1968), Lily Hill Park Bracknell (OXF) in 1977, Smallmead tip (1988). Recently at Beech Hill
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Coverts, Three Mile Cross, Shinfield, suburban Reading, Twyford, The Holt, Bowsey Hill, Shurlock
Row, Binfield Park, Larks Hill, Newell Green, Hawthorne Hill, Braywoodside, Thimble Farm,
Prospect Hill, Burchett’s Green, Maidenhead, Cookham, Foliejon Park, Kimbers Farm. 4% (1km?).
Atlas 2000: all except [78], [86]

West Berks: rare, Burghfield Common [66] in 1974. Atlas 2000: [36], [46], [66]

Persicaria amphibia (L.) Delarbre Amphibious Bistort hyd 7
Polygonum amphibium L.

A terrestrial as well as an aquatic plant. The floating leaves are common in ponds, rivers and ditches.
The terrestrial plant is locally frequent in damp arable fields and on stream sides and waste ground.
Uncommon on the chalk but frequent in a wide variety of damp and wetland habitats elsewhere. The
floating leaves could be mistaken for the much rarer Potamogeton natans.
NVC: A 3,8,10-12,15,17,19,20; M 22,27; OV 30,31; S 5,6,10,12-15,19,23

Silwood Park: very local and uncommon. The Willows and The Rookery, both in damp shade. The
floating form has never been seen in The Lake.

Ascot: locally abundant in full sun on unusually dry soil in The Triangle at the northern tip of Ascot
Racecourse, and in ditches on The Heath. Frequent on damp ground at the edge of the track
immediately in front of the new grandstand during construction work in August 2005. Also at
Blacknest Park, Sunningdale Village and South Coworth. The floating form is locally abundant on
the northern shore of Virginia Water. Local on the western edge of Frognall Pond [941682] in the
Marist Convent (1971-2008) with both floating and terrestrial forms (but never recorded from
Silwood Park, just downstream across London Road).

East Berks: on the banks of the R. Thames at Windsor Racecourse and in ditches on the clay. The
floating form is abundant in the R. Thames at Wargrave, Cookham and elsewhere, on Billingbear
lakes and Sandhurst lakes. Occasional to the north of 70, but rare to the south of this line. Common as
a terrestrial plant in Swallowfield. Common on railway ground at Kings Meadows Reading in
September 2007. 13% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: occasional in the Thames and Kennet valleys, but rare or absent in the interior (north of
70 and south of 85). Atlas 2000: all squares

Persicaria capitata (Buch.-Ham. ex D. Don) H. Gross Red Bistort ehe6?
Polygonum capitatum Buch.-Ham. ex D. Don

An occasional hanging basket plant found increasingly on pavements and waste ground in towns.
Leaves marked with a conspicuous V-shaped purple band. Can be grown as ground cover in milder
areas, but not fully hardy with us. An invasive alien in subtropical parts of the world, often
dominating track-side banks.

Silwood Park: grown in CABI’s open Polytunnel in 2004, presumably as a screening species in the
campaign to find a biocontrol agent for Fallopia japonica. A single patch, 65cm long, in the
pavement to the right of the Refectory door, obviously escaped from last year’s hanging basket, on 26
September 2006, along with Erigeron karvinskianaus. Still there in small quantity on 20 October
2009. There was no trace of the plant here on 15 July 2012, but the Erigeron karvinskianaus was
thriving.



146

East Berks: on a derelict site off the main shopping street in downtown Reading [7173] in September
2002.

West Berks: a window-box escape in Wantage [3988] in 1999, growing in paving cracks outside the
Blue Boar where the bench seat protects it from trampling.

Persicaria maculosa Gray Redshank th 6
Polygonum persicaria L.
Persicaria maculata (Raf.) Fourr., non Gray

Wet places, ditches, cultivated ground, marshes, waste places, found abundantly in all the districts.
First record Sunninghill (Sir Joseph Banks, 1773). Least common on the chalk and on very acid soils.
Attacked by larvae of the beetle Chaetocnema concinna.
NVC: OV 4,8,9,10,12,13,14,19,21,22; S 12,14,15,19,23

Silwood Park: a common component of the arable seed bank on our acid, sandy soil. Pound Hill, Oak
Mead, Silwood Bottom, Ashurst Four Acre Field. Also in the seed bank under long-term grassland in
Nash’s Field, Rush Meadow, Church Field etc. Frequent on disturbed waste ground, especially during
construction of the Science Park (when seeds were imported with topsoil) and around the
Greenhouses and Header House. Locally abundant at the foot of the graveyard at Ashurst following
soil disturbance associated with the erection of the rabbit fence in 2002. Common in damp grassland
amongst rushes in Pond Field, flowering on 2 September 2007 after the rushes had been cut down
twice in 2007. Occasional from the seed bank at Ashurst Lysimeters on 29 July 2009, following
herbicide treatment in spring 2009 and cultivation in mid June. Common from the seed bank in
trenches and earthworks around Silwood Farm on 26 July 2009 during the construction of the new
house. Recorded on 16 September 2009 after Pound Hill Field had been ploughed and harrowed in
July 2009 for the first time since the Prosamo Experiment in 1990. Locally abundant in Four Acre
Field at Ashurst in August 2010 following October 2009 cultivation. From the seed-bank by the new
road to the renovated Silwood Farm on 29 August 2011.

1 m’ 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m’ 10,000 m>
0 1 1 0 25

East Berks: disturbed ground throughout. 40% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares
West Berks: Atlas 2000: all squares
Persicaria x condensata (F.W. Schultz) Sojak = P. maculosa x P. mitis

West Berks: records (without specimens) from Wytham Meads [40] in 1941, and South Hinksey [50]
in 1897.

Persicaria lapathifolia (L.) Delarbre Pale Persicaria th 6
Polygonum lapathifolium L.
Polygonum nodosum Pers.

A weed in cultivated ground, damp waste places, manure-heaps, and disturbed ground. “Especially
abundant in turnip and mangold crops and by river-banks on dredged mud” (Druce). Common and
widely distributed, but absent from the chalk. Told critically from P. maculosa by the shape of the
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fruits; they are biconcave or planoconcave in P. lapathifolia (biconvex in P. maculosa). The pale
yellow flower is not a reliable diagnostic character, but the sessile yellow glands give the upper stem
a distinctive feel.

NVC: OV 4,7,13,21,26,29,31-33

Silwood Park: uncommon in the arable fallows at Ashurst, Pound Hill and Silwood Bottom, but
locally frequent in July 2003 and September 2005 following late spring cultivation inside the new
deer fence in Silwood Bottom (it appears to thrive better on late spring cultivation than does P.
maculosa).

Ascot: abundant and locally dominant on soil piles and bare ground during construction of Ascot
Racecourse in August 2005. Still there, but much less common in September 2006.

East Berks: first record Sunninghill (Sir Joseph Banks, 1773). Much less frequent than P. maculosa.
Growing in a fallow set-aside field dominated by Sinapis alba by Easthampstead Road [837667] in
June 2003. Abundant amongst vegetable crops in the market garden at West End in Warfield on 30
August 2003. 6% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: frequent in the Kennet valley, occasional in the Northern Loop, absent or rare
everywhere else (absent north of 70 and south of 95). Atlas 2000: all except [48], [68], [69]

Persicaria hydropiper (L.) Delarbre Water-pepper th 7
Polygonum hydropiper L.

Wet places, ditches, stream-sides, damp hollows, and ruts in woods. Rather common, especially in the
heathy districts, and in Windsor Great Park, marking the damper places of the rides by its profuse
growth. Possessed of a long-lived seed bank. First record Sunninghill (Sir Joseph Banks, 1773).
Frequent in the damp woods of the Loddon. Generally distributed but absent from most of the chalk.
Attacked by larvae of the weevil Apion difforme.

NVC: A 17; M 23,27, MG 10,13; OV 21,28-32,35; S 6,7,10,23

Silwood Park: dominant on damp, rutted woodland rides behind the Japanese Garden. Common in
wet woodland at Great Mead. Grassy tracks through The Willows, Rush Meadow, Kissing Gate,
Water Meadow. In the water at the shallow end of the Japanese Garden pond growing with
Sparganium erectum under the Taxodium distichum. In June 2002 by the Kissing Gate, on the rubble
dumped during the improvements to Church Lane footpath in winter 2001-02. Abundant in Garden
Wood on 27 August 2005, from the seed bank, following clearance of the Lawson Cypress in
November 2004 and fencing to exclude deer and rabbits in February 2005, especially on the damp
tractor track. Dominant in damp ruts at the edge of the broken tamac beneath Paddy’s Oak behind the
Refectory on 4 September 2007 and 20 September 2009. A single plant in the grassy triangle
between The Farm and The Lake on 29 August 2011. From the seed-bank by the new road to the
renovated Silwood Farm on 29 August 2011.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m> 10,000 m>
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Ascot: damp shady tracks around Englemere Pond, Johnson’s Pond, Frostfarm Plantation.

East Berks: locally frequent, but absent from large areas. 9% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares
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West Berks: frequent in the south, occasional in the Thames valley but absent or rare in the interior
(north of 75 and south of 95). The dominant plant in rutted tracks through Fence Wood [5171]. Atlas
2000: all except [48], [58], [68], [69]

Persicaria mitis (Schrank) Assenov Tasteless Water-pepper th 6 4
Polygonum mite Schrank

Polygonum laxiflorum Weihe

Persicaria laxiflora (Weihe) Opiz

Polygonum hydropiper L. subsp. mite (Schrank) Munshi and Javeid

A local speciality of ditch sides, streams, ponds, cattle-poached wet grassland and damp arable fields
in low-lying situations; local. Scarce on wet mud or peat, exposed in summer as the water level falls
in ditches, wet hollows and cattle trampled patches, always in full sun. Much confused in the past
with both P. hydropiper and P. minor, but distinguished as follows: (1) lacks the sharp taste of P.
hydropiper; (2) bristles at the tips of stipules > 3mm; (3) brownish or yellowish glands lacking or
very sparse on the perianth and peduncle; (4) leaves less than 5 times as long as wide; (5) large
achene 2.5-3.5mm (P. minor has achenes 2-2.5mm); (6) erect (not drooping) inflorescence.

East Berks: Swinfield, Bulmarsh, Bray, Wargrave, Aston, Riseley, Whitley Green. Ruscombe Lake
(1959), Warfield (1963), Queens Eyot [912784] (1988), Cock Marsh (2000-04). Rare in the Thames
valley, absent to the south of 70. <1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [88], [97]

West Berks: rare in the Northern Loop, extinct at many of its southern sites, and absent from all of the
interior. Sandleford [46], Cothill [49], Newbridge, Harts Weir, Northmoor Loch, Swinford and
Wytham [40], Thrupp and Barton Court [59], South Hinksey [50]. Atlas 2000: [40], [50]

Persicaria x wilmsii (Beck) Sojak = P. mitis x P. minor
West Berks: collected by Druce at Wytham [40] in 1892 (OXF) and from Abingdon [59] in 1897.

Persicaria minor (Huds.) Opiz Small Water-pepper th 8 4
Polygonum minus Hudson

Wet meadows and marshy ground, margins of ponds and ditches; local and rare. Bowen considered
the species to be extinct in Berkshire but it has been re-found at Cock Marsh. It often grows with both
P. hydropiper, P. maculata and P. mitis (see above) along with Bidens cernua and B. tripartita.
Slightly more acidic and higher nitrogen preferences. Declined with the loss of farm ponds and
greater reduction of summer water levels. Told from P. mitis by its longer (more than 5 times as long
as wide) and narrower leaves (2-15mm wide) and by its smaller achenes (2-2.5mm).

Ascot: first record Sunninghill (BM) by Sir Joseph Banks in 1773.

East Berks: Riseley (1897), Coleman’s Moor (1897), Hurst (1918), Whistley Green, Loddon Bridge
(1897). Cock Marsh [880867] (1982-2004), so still worth looking for. <1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [88]

West Berks: extinct. Formerly at South Hinksey [50] in 1860, Wytham meads [40] in 1897, Abingdon
[59] in 1918 and 1943. Atlas 2000: no records.

q Persicaria  P. affinis ‘Darjeeling Red’, P. affinis ‘Donald Lowndes’, P. affinis ‘Superba’, P.
amplexicaulis, P. amplexicaulis ‘Atrosanguinea’, P. amplexicaulis ‘Firetail’, P. bistorta ‘Superba’, P.
campanulata, P. tenuicaulis, P. vacciniifolia, P. virginiana ‘Painter’s Palette’, P. weyrichii
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Fagopyrum esculentum Moench Buckwheat eth7 !
Fagopyrum sagittatum Gilib., nom. inval.

Waste places and open places in woods, especially where game birds are fed. Rarely sown, often
casual in arable fields, waste ground and tips. Used as hamster food and bird-seed.

Silwood Park: first record 30 September 2007; a single plant in paving at the base of the wall to the
east of the entrance to the Nuclear Reactor Building. It is surprising that it has taken so long for this
common casual species to appear in Silwood (it was photographed in habitat and in close up).

East Berks: Arborfield, Reading, Twyford, the railway at Maidenhead, Sunninghill, Windsor.
Reading, Owlsmoor, Cookham, Woodley tip (1969), at 8, Glebe Road Reading, as a bird-seed alien
(1984). <1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [88]

West Berks: Inkpen [36], Inholmes and Shefford Woodlands [37], Newbury [46], Catmore [48],
Abingdon [49], Lowbury [58], Didcot, Long Wittenham and Little Wittenham Wood [59]. Atlas
2000: [48], [49], [40], [59]

[Polygonum arenarium Waldst. & Kit. Lesser Red-knotgrass) o th 7
Polygonum arenarium subsp. pulchellum (Loisel.) Thell.

Uppermost bracts partly scarious and not exceeding the flowers. Told from P. patulum by smaller
(2mm) dull achenes, and tepals divergent and completely pink at the apex.

A grain and wool alien on tips and waste places. No Berkshire records, but worth looking for.
Polygonum patulum M. Bieb. Red-knotgrass e th 7

A grain and wool alien on tips and waste places. Told from P. arenarium by its large (3mm) shiny
achene (not small (2mm) and dull) and the tepals erect and green to the apex along the midrib.

East Berks: Smallmead tip (1971). Atlas 2000: no records.

West Berks: Abingdon [49] in 1918, on arable land at North Hinksey [40] in 1942, South Hinksey tip
[50] in 1955-57. Atlas 2000: [40]

Polygonum arenastrum Boreau Equal-leaved Knotgrass oth7
Polygonum calcatum Lindman

Polygonum aequale Lindman, nom. illegit.

Polygonum aviculare L. subsp. aequale Asch. & Graebner

Paths and disturbed waste ground, and arable fields; frequent, with a preference for compacted sandy
soil. This is the small, completely prostrate Knotgrass that has neat, evenly sized leaves resembling
the teeth of a double-sided comb. In P. aviculare the leaves decline in size to the tip of the shoot, and
the plants are often upright.
NVC: OV 9,10,18,19,21-23

Silwood Park: a few patches on compact ground of the car park of St Michael’s Church at Ashurst on
27 July 2007 (the first record for Silwood). It is possible that seeds were introduced here on vehicle
types from the Ascot Racecourse site (see below). Still occasional and locally frequent here, on
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compacted hardcore in the Church car park at Ashurst on 27 July 2010. Very rare by William Penney
Hall on 2 September 2007, a single plant on compacted bare soil in the track from Silwood Bottom to
the Machinery Centre.

Ascot: surprisingly rare, given the sandy soils of the area. Compact ground in roadsides in South
Ascot in 2003. Until 2007 there were no records from Silwood Park, but it was growing nearby on 16
September 2003, on bare ground on the demolition site in Sunninghill [939683] where the long-empty
houses of Matthews Court had stood until the site was bulldozed in early 2003 (the site was built-over
in 2004). Abundant on the sandy construction site on Dry Arch Road on 2 August 2004. Very
common on soil piles and disturbed soil during the construction of Ascot Racecourse in August 2005.

East Berks: Swallowfield, Worton Grange, Riseley, Shinfield, Sandpit Lane, Newlands Farm, West
Whitley, Alder Moor, Langley Common, Culham House, Sonning, Wokingham, Lock’s House,
Sandhurst, Brookers Row, Pebblestone Copse, Knowl Hill, Larks Hill Green, Cox Green, Warfield
Park, Old Beams, throughout Maidenhead, Bracknell, Culham Court, Shepherds Lane, Hurley,
Cookham, March house, Thames Lock, Kimbersfarm, Old Windsor Lock, on the Thames-side path to
Runnymede Island. 7% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: common on dry waste ground in Faringdon [2895] and New Hinksey [5204] in 2002. By
recent roadworks, as on the A34 Newbury bypass [46] in 2001. Compacted gravel on the churchyard
path at Peasemore [4577] in 2004. On the old airfield at Greenham Common [501653] in 1988
(RNG). Atlas 2000: all except [47], [48], [49], [57], [69]

Polygonum aviculare L. Knotgrass th 7

Polygonum littorale sensu Gren. & Godron et auct., non Link ex Pers.
Polygonum heterophyllum Lindman, nom. illegit.
Polygonum aviculare L. var. heterophyllum Munshi and Javeid

Cultivated and waste ground, road-sides, gardens, heaths, about field-paths, etc. Abundant and
universally distributed. Often a large, sprawling upright plant with unequal-sized leaves (cf. the
prostrate P. arenastrum). Very common at the very edge of the kerb on busy roadsides, tolerant of
both spray and constant buffeting.

NVC: OV 3,4,7-10,12-16,18-21,28,29,31,33; S 7,15,23

Silwood Park: common on disturbed ground near buildings and in arable fallows at Silwood Bottom,
Ashurst Four Acre Field and Pound Hill. Long persistent in the seed bank. Almost never found in
undisturbed vegetation. Occasional in Ashurst Lysimeters on 3 September 2008 after herbicide
treatment rather than cultivation in autumn 2007. I find it odd that this is classed as a native, while P.
arenastrum is classed as an archaecophyte.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m> 10,000 m>
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Ascot: locally dominant on soil piles and disturbed soil during the construction of Ascot Racecourse
in August 2005.

East Berks: 63% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: Atlas 2000: all squares
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Polygonum rurivagum Jord. ex Boreau Cornfield Knotgrass oth7
Polygonum aviculare L. subsp. rurivagum (Jordan ex Boreau) Berher

Arable fields on chalk and on disturbed road verges. Flowering later than most Polygonum spp. (late
July or August), and continuing to flower through November. Much confused with P. aviculare from
which it is distinguished by leaves less than 4mm wide (more than Smm in aviculare) and by tepals
gaping near the apex to reveal the achene. In Berkshire it typically grows with Kickxia spuria and
Arenaria serpyllifolia subsp. leptoclados.

Silwood Park: first recorded on 20 September 2010 at Ashurst Lysimeters, following a no-cultivation
and no-herbicide year in 2009-10. There was a dense mat of prostrate plants in flower and fruit in a
patch about 5m long roughly 4m inside the fence parallel with the road at the Silwood end of the plot.
Probably imported with topsoil following decontamination of the Lysimeters in summer 2003, which
would mean that the seeds were at least 8 years old at germination. The fruits were clearly visible
between the open tips of the relatively narrow tepals, and the widest leaves were just 3mm across the
middle.

Ascot: no other records

East Berks: “This rather pretty form is found in dry sandy soil as at Sonning, Shinfield, Hurley,
Ambarrow, Sandhurst, Bracknell, Binfield, Bray; rather frequent in this district” (Druce). Bowen, on
the contrary, considered this plant to be a rare colonist of waste ground, and had no records from this
area. On the grounds of Sutton’s seeds by the A4 in eastern Reading [733737] from 1913-79 (RDG) ;
the site is now a modern industrial park with tidy, mown lawns of absolutely no botanic interest. Atlas
2000: [76], [77]

West Berks: Stanford-in-the-Vale, Bowling Green and Buckland Warren [39], Broadis Cottage [40],
Didcot Station [59], Cholsey [6086]. In a sandy field margin north of Buckland Warren [338965] in
August 2006 (Kevin Walker). Atlas 2000: [28], [29], [36], [40], [59]

Fallopia japonica (Houtt.) Ronse Decr. Japanese Knotweed eh7?7
Reynoutria japonica Houtt.

Polygonum cuspidatum Siebold and Zucc.

Polygonum compactum J.D. Hook.

One of the most serious problem plants in Britain (see also Rhododendron ponticum). Druce knew the
plant and would have recorded it if it had been naturalised by 1897. First recorded in Abingdon in
1918. By Bowen’s time it was on river banks, roadsides and waste ground “seldom in quantity but
spreading rapidly ... well established only in damp spots” (Bowen). Now it is widespread on waste
ground, roadsides, railway land and waste ground in towns, forming more or less extensive jungle-
like thickets to the complete exclusion of all other vegetation. The plant was originally introduced as
a garden ornament, and was hugely popular in Victorian times “outside in the pleasure ground or
plantation, or by the waterside where there is enough soil, they may be very handsome indeed”
(Robinson, 1870). No one has planted it on purpose since its invasiveness was recognised.

It is a great mercy that the plant does not set seed in Britain, otherwise its spread might have been
even more rapid and more extensive. British plants are almost all octoploid females and there are no
males at all, so what little seed you find, tends to be of hybrid origin. Recent genetic studies indicate
that all the tested clones are identical which means that the entire British population might consist of a
single genetic individual, propagated vegetatively. All of the individuals you see have been moved to
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where they grow by people. Fragments of rootstock are moved about on diggers and other
construction equipment, while cut-up sections of stem, washed downstream after misguided attempts
at weed clearance, can root in damp places.

It is targeted for weed control by a number of local councils, but their eradication attempts are neither
sufficiently concerted nor sufficiently exhaustive to be effective. The plant may soon be the target of
biological control attempts, and research is currently underway at CABI, Silwood Park, to look for
biocontrol agents (both pathogens and insects) in Japan.

Silwood Park: fortunately local and uncommon. Silwood Lodge, especially in the northern part of the
garden, around the edges of the Science Park car park adjacent to East Lodge, at the eastern edge of
Nash’s Copse, below the cedar trees on Drive Lawns since 1971 (still there in 2004). The large patch
by the Storage Garages on South Gravel had been there since before 1971 but was destroyed in 1987
during the construction of the Science Park. By the pond at Heronsbrook. A single stem in nettles
beneath the Ha Ha in May 2003. Still present in the garden of East Lodge on 26 August 2007 and
rarely on the opposite side of the fence in the car park of the Science Park.

Ascot: rather local as at Tittenhurst Park by Whitmore Lane, Englemere, Ascot Station, Coronation
Road, Kings Beeches, Sunninghill, on the edge of Sunningwell Bog by the playing fields in South
Ascot and in the centre of the wood by the stream, Charters Road, Sunningdale, Blacknest Park, New
Road, North Ascot, Ascot Place. The most extensive population is in the woodland remnant in South
Ascot on the road to the southern entrance of Ascot Station by the Citroén Garage on Lyndhurst
Road. This population has been attacked repeatedly by weed control operatives, but all to no avail. It
just springs right back the next year, while they are working (probably just as fruitlessly) somewhere
else.

East Berks: the railway-side plants between Ascot and Reading were spot-treated with herbicide in
June 2004. 19% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: first record at Tilehurst (LAN) [6874] in 1956. Scattered in towns and villages. Atlas
2000: all squares

Fallopia x bohemica (Chrtek & Chrtkova) J.P. Bailey = Fallopia japonica x F. sachalinensis
Intermediate in leaf size and leaf shape. Very uncommon, but possibly under-recorded.

East Berks: on waste ground by the railway station carpark at Wokingham [806687] on 18 September
2004. This plant had leaves 20cm long, shallowly cordate or truncate, and short inflorescences of
male flowers (both parents are typically female in Britain).

Fallopia sachalinensis (F. Schmidt ex Maxim.) Ronse Decr. Giant Knotweed e h7
Polygonum sachalinense F. Schmidt ex Maxim.

Reynoutria sachalinensis (F. Schmidt ex Maxim.) Nakai

Reynoutria vivax J. Schmitz and Strank

A statuesque plant of roadsides and waste ground, much less common than F. japonica and not
naturalised in Berkshire to the extent that it is in north-west Britain, occurring as scattered clumps
rather than extensive, dense thickets. The leaves have heart-shaped (cordate not truncate) bases and
are up to 40cm long (not less than 15cm).
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Silwood Park: extinct. A large patch grew through the eastern boundary fence at Sandyride (1971-80),
but this was destroyed during the construction of Princess Gate.

Ascot: the small patch growing entangled in the wire mesh fence of the Racecourse car park opposite
Ascot Fire Station has remained in exactly the same spot, and stayed exactly the same size, for more
than 30 years (1968-2004). Also a large, dense stand below the pond in the magnificent abandoned
garden at King’s Beeches [934668] (1979-2004): long may it escape the property developers.

East Berks: not in Druce, and first record from near the Old University in Reading in 1960, Knowl
Hill in 1963, Bearwood in 1966 (still there in 2004). Recently at Newlands, Rivermead, Lines Road,
Hurst. The best thicket is on the west side of the B3030 road opposite Whistely Green [792741]. 1%
(1km?). Atlas 2000: [76], [77], [87], [96]

West Berks: Wick Hall [59] in 1963, Abingdon tip [59] in 1963, Marcham [49] in 1966, Crookham
Common [56] in 1966, Turners Green [56] in 1987. Atlas 2000: [29], [49], [56], [59]

Fallopia baldschuanica (Regel) Holub Russian-vine em3s8 T
Polygonum baldschuanicum Regel

Polygonum aubertii L. Henry

Bilderdykia aubertii (L. Henry) Mold.

Reynoutria baldschuanica (Regel) Mold.

Reynoutria aubertii (L. Henry) Mold.

Bilderdykia baldschuanica (Regel) D. Webb

Fallopia aubertii (L. Henry) Holub

Hedges, railways and waste ground near gardens and rubbish tips. Rare in Bowen’s time, now
common and widespread in towns and villages. It is always planted, even in relatively remote kinds of
places, being much used as “Mile-a-minute-vine” to grow over and bury unsightly buildings, storage
tanks or boundary fences. Produces foaming white masses of flowers in early autumn, especially on
fences adjacent to railway lines.

Silwood Park: widely planted on the Science Park to hide unsightly objects like the garden shed in
East Lodge. Planted in 1988, the building was effectively buried by 1992. Also planted on the fence at
the Playground in Cheapside. The plants growing on the fence between the Science Park Car Park and
East Lodge were cut down in August 2007, leaving only a few surviving stems in the dead Cherry
Tree in the garden of South Lodge; these plants had threatened to swamp the Quercus variabilis, Q.
suber and Sorbus on the edge of the car park. Growing abundantly through the temporary builders’
fencing on 28 August 2008 during construction work at East Lodge before the new fence to the
Science Park was built on 2 September 2008.

Ascot: South Ascot, Ascot Station, Sunninghill, Charters Road, Sunningdale, in the hedge behind
South Ascot church. Self sown on ruined walls at Frognall [940681] in September 2005.

East Berks: not in Druce. West Reading, Whiteknights, Whitley, Earley, Earley Station, Winnersh
Triangle, Bulmershe, Wokingham, Sonning, Bisham, Knowl Hill, Hurst, Holyport, Binfield, Ryeish
Green, Cookham, Maidenhead, etc. Common on railway ground at Kings Meadows Reading in
September 2007. 16% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: first records Cothill [49] in 1953 and Knowl Hill [87] in 1963. Locally abundant on old
walls in Wytham [4708] in 2002. In a hedge by the railway at Radley Station in 2002. On walls
around the car park in Lambourn [3378] in 2004. Locally dominant on banks at Newbury Station car
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park [4666] in September 2006. In the roadside hedge at Brimpton [557647] on 29 September 2009.
Atlas 2000: all except [47], [57], [58], [69]

Fallopia convolvulus (L.) A. Love Black-bindweed oth?7
Polygonum convolvulus L.

Bilderdykia convolvulus (L.) Dumort.

Reynoutria convolvulus (L.) Shinn.

Weed of cornfields, garden ground, hedge-banks, etc. Generally distributed over the cultivated
portion of the county. Frequent except on the very acid soils. Climbs in a clockwise spiral.
NVC: OV 1,3,4,7-10,12,14,15,16,18,19,24,33; S 23; U 1

Silwood Park: an arable weed at Pound Hill, Ashurst Four Acre Field, Silwood Bottom and on
compact waste ground at the Met Tower and East Lodge. In the seed bank below long-established
grassland at Oak Mead when the field was cultivated in 1996; also in the adjacent Church Field.
Frequent at the foot of Ashurst churchyard in August 2002 in soil disturbed during the erection of the
new rabbit fence in spring 2002. In the Pound Hill disturbance timing experiment, it is commonest on
April-cultivated land. Recorded on 16 September 2009 after Pound Hill Field had been ploughed and
harrowed in July 2009 for the first time since the Prosamo Experiment in 1990. Locally abundant in
Four Acre Field at Ashurst in August 2010 following October 2009 cultivation. From the seed-bank
by the new road to the renovated Silwood Farm on 29 August 2011.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m> 10,000 m>
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Ascot: abundant and locally dominant on soil piles and bare ground during construction of Ascot
Racecourse in August 2005.

East Berks: occasional on the enormous soil pile overlooking Drift Road at Silver Springs Farm on 17
June 2008. 10% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: Atlas 2000: all squares

Fallopia dumetorum (L.) Holub Copse-bindweed th 7 %
Polygonum dumetorum L.

Bilderdykia dumetorum (L.) Dumort.

Reynoutria scandens (L.) Shinn. var. dumetorum (L.) Shinn.

A self-pollinated annual with a long-lived seed bank, found on woodland margins, open woodland,
coppice and hedgerows on well drained soils. Probably extinct, but still surviving in Oxfordshire.

East Berks: Druce recorded the plant from “near Sandhurst on the fence of a garden but I think
native” (OXF) in 1895. Extinct by Bowen’s time. Atlas 2000: no records.

West Berks: rare and declining, Boars Wood (OXF) [4802] in 1895, Appleton (OXF) [4401] in 1891,
Tilehurst (OXF) [6874] in 1896, Tubney Wood [40] in 1968 (RNG), White Hart Wood [40] in 1965.
In a chicken run at Winterbrook [6088] in 1963. Atlas 2000: no records.

Muehlenbeckia complexa (A. Cunn.) Meisn. Wireplant em©6
Polygonum complexum Cunn.
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A rampant scrambler with tough, wire-like stems, burying everything in its path.

Silwood Park: originally planted as part of an Australian theme-bed and almost instantly regretted.
Fortunately not spreading beyond where it was planted. In the beds outside CABI and on the south-
facing front of North Block it forms an impenetrable tangle, well over 2m deep.

Rheum x hybridum Murray Rhubarb e hs 5
Rheum x rhabarbarum auct., non L.

Rheum x rhaponticum auct., non L.

Rheum x cultorum Thorsrud and Reis., nom. nud.

Frequent on old allotments and occasional as an outcast on roadsides and in ditches.

Silwood Park: in the north-west corner of Drive Field, a remnant of the kitchen garden that once fed
the whole Silwood community. Ashurst Four Acre Field, several plants in May 1996, persisting after
the student allotments had moved from here to Silwood Bottom.

East Berks: not in Druce or Bowen. Occasional as a garden or allotment relic, and in shady corners of
waste ground in villages. West Whitley, Bulmershe, Woodley, Sheeplands Farm, Twyford, Upper
Wargrave, Wokingham, Gardener’s Green, Westcott, Great Hollands, Altmore, Prospect Hill,
Holloway, Bray, Guild House. 3% (lkmz). Atlas 2000: all except [76], [78]

West Berks: on roadsides at Ashdown Park [28] in 1963, East Hanney [49] in 1980, Botley [40] and
Grandpont [50] in 2002. In abandoned allotments by the railway at South Moreton [59] in 2002 and
Steventon [49] in 2003. Atlas 2000: [28], [36], [46], [49], [40], [50]

Rheum ‘Ace of Hearts’ Ornamental Rhubarb e hs 5
The leaves are purple-red beneath. Planted for foliage effect in bog gardens.
Ascot: by the Outflow Stream in the newly-completed grounds of Heronsbrook in 2004.

9 Rheum R. ‘Ace of Hearts’, R. australe, R. X hybridum ‘Timperley Early’, R. palmatum, R.
palmatum ‘ Atrosanguineum’, R. palmatum var. tanguticum

Rumex acetosella L. Sheep’s Sorrel hs 5

Acid grasslands, dry fields, heaths, parks, waysides, locally abundant on nutrient-poor, sandy or
gravelly soils. “I once saw a sheet of this plant in the portion of Windsor Great Park near Virginia
Water which, when lighted up by the setting sun, shone with a glorious orange red tint, quite unlike
that of any other British plant” (Druce). Tolerant of rabbit grazing, often increasing in abundance
when grazing pressure is high, and forming a close-knit carpet with Galium saxatile over considerable
areas of acid heathland. It declines in years when rabbit grazing is reduced and the grasses grow
taller. Leaves are galled by the weevil Apion frumentarium = A. haematodes, and mined by Stigmella
acetosae.

NVC: H2; 0V 1,4,9,20; U 1,2,4,20; W 16,23

Silwood Park: the seventh most frequent herb in Silwood Park. An abundant component of the turf in
acid grasslands that are close grazed by rabbits, as at Gravel Pit, Ashurst graveyard and on Gunness’s
Slope. Slightly less abundant in more nutrient rich acid grasslands like Nash’s Field, where it is
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rapidly eliminated by the addition of nitrogen and phosphorus fertilisers (replaced by R. acetosa).
Responded vigorously to the erection of a rabbit fence on The Heath in 2000, it was locally dominant
by July 2002. An abundant weed of the fallow at Pound Hill; particularly abundant in May 2003
following the severe spring drought. R. acetosella var. tenuifolius is the only Silwood species capable
of growing on pure sand: locally common on the sand pile behind the BP Greenhouses in May 2003-
04. The plants did not appear until several years after the sand was delivered, so it is unlikely that the
seeds were imported with the sand. Abundant in the seed bank beneath the fenced cultivated plot in
Block E in Nash’s Field on 28 July 2007. I watched a baby rabbit eating several flowering shoots and
their associated leaves in Nash’s Field on 15 May 2008 (so much for ‘avoidance’!). On 15 June 2009,
there were many plants on a soil pile created in spring 2009 by the construction firm carrying out the
building work at Silwood Farm stripping the topsoil from part of the ground inside the security fence
at the Met Tower. On Royal Wedding Day 29 April 2011 the plant was common on the autumn-
cultivated part of Ashurst Four Acre Field, in a year when Arabidopsis was dominant. The most
frequent herb recruited from the seed-bank by the new road to the renovated Silwood Farm on 29
August 2011.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m’ 10,000 m>
19 24 47 44 75

Ascot: dominant on a construction site on Dry Arch Road where the topsoil had been removed to
expose bare sand (2 August 2004).

East Berks: confined to acid soils. 38% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: frequent in the south and in the Thames valley, but rare or absent in the interior (north of
80 and south of 95). Atlas 2000: all except [28], [68], [69]

The distributions of the two subspecies have not been worked out in Berkshire, but subspecies
pyrenaicus is clearly rare if it is present at all. You need to rub the ripe fruits in the palm of your
hand. If the tepals come off, the plant is subspecies acetosella. If the tepals are tightly stuck to the
achene, so that they do not rub off, the plant is subspecies pyrenaicus. The amount of synonymy
indicates the extent of confusion that has existed in the past.

Rumex acetosella subsp. acetosella hs 5
Rumex acetosella L. var. tenuifolius Wallr.

Rumex tenuifolius (Wallr.) A. Love

Rumex acetosella L. subsp. tenuifolius (Wallr.) O. Schwarz

Acetosella multifida (L.) A. Love

Silwood Park: common in acid grasslands and occasional in fallow arable land. Particularly abundant
following October cultivation of the north-west corner of Silwood Bottom (north of the wooded 1977
succession plot) in July 2005.

East Berks: widespread and locally abundant throughout.

[Rumex acetosella subsp. pyrenaicus (Pourr.) Akeroyd ] hs 5
Rumex pyrenaicus Pourret

Rumex angiocarpus auct., non Murb.

Rumex acetosella L. subsp. angiocarpus auct., non (Murb.) Murb.

Acetosella vulgaris (Koch) Fourr. subsp. pyrenaica (Pourret) A. Love
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East Berks: no records, despite repeated search.
Rumex scutatus L. e hs 6

Silwood Park: grown in CABI’s open Polytunnel in 2004, presumably as a screening species in the
campaign to find a biocontrol agent for Fallopia japonica.

Rumex acetosa L. hs 5
Rumex acetosa subsp. acetosa Common Sorrel

Pastures, meadows, wet grasslands and woods. Very frequent and generally distributed in an
extraordinary range of habitats. “The meadows of the Thames Valley often exhibit this species in
considerable abundance” (Druce). In the Park Grass experiment at Rothamsted this species shows
itself to be an extremely good competitor for phosphorus, peaking in abundance on plots to which
nitrogen and potassium have been added for more than 140 years (e.g. Plot 10). The leaves are often
scarred by conspicuous blotch mines of Pegomyia nigritarsus. The commonest aphid is Aphis
acetosae. It is the host plant of the Small Copper butterfly, Lycaena phlaeas.

NVC: CG 2-5; M 222427, MG 1,4-79,10, OV 10,19,26,41; S 1,3,11,15; U 1,2,420; W
1,4,10,22,23,25

Silwood Park: grassy places throughout. In small quadrats, this is even more frequent than R.
acetosella, and is Silwood Park’s joint fourth most frequent species of herb along with Veronica
chamaedrys (only Stellaria graminea, Senecio jacobaea and Rubus fruticosus agg. are more frequent
in randomly located 1m? quadrats). Note, however, that it is rather infrequent at the largest scale.
Particularly common in the churchyard at Ashurst. On 15 June 2009, there were many plants on a soil
pile created in spring 2009 by the construction firm carrying out the building work at Silwood Farm
stripping the topsoil from part of the ground inside the security fence at the Met Tower.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m> 10,000 m>
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Ascot: locally frequent in the sunny parts of Sunningwell Bog below St George’s School [929684].
East Berks: 82% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: Atlas 2000: all squares

Rumex acetosa subsp. ambiguus (Gren.) A. Love Garden Sorrel e hs 5
Rumex ambiguus Gren.

Rumex rugosus Campder

An uncommon garden plant, grown for enlivening salads. Long persistent in grass on old allotments.
East Berks: Reading, Windsor, Maidenhead.

West Berks: Kintbury & Hungerford [36], Lambourn [37], Newbury [46], Osney [40].

Rumex salicifolius T. Lestib. Willow-leaved Dock e hp 7 ¥
Rumex salicifolius Lestib. f. subsp. triangulivalvis Danser
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Rumex triangulivalvis (Danser) K.H. Rech.
Rumex salicifolius Lestib.f. var. triangulivalvis (Danser) J.C. Hickman

East Berks: not in Druce. A rare casual; Twyford Mill (1925) (OXF).

West Berks: Didcot [59] in 1927 (OXF)

Rumex pseudoalpinus Ho6fft Monk’s Rhubarb e hp 7
A rare relic of former cultivation, typically found near ancient buildings.

West Berks: recorded from Buckland Warren [39] by Ms. J Buchanan in 1981, but without a
specimen.

Rumex hydrolapathum Huds. Water Dock hel 7

Sides of rivers, streams, canals and ditches on nutrient rich mud. A prominent feature of the Thames-
side vegetation. Occasional but absent from the chalk and from acid sands.
NVC: OV 26,32; S 3,-6,12,13,15,18,26; W 5

Ascot: no records.

East Berks: occasional by the Thames and Loddon, but absent or rare in the interior. Gravelly Bridge,
Hartley Court, Barkham, Reading Station, Rivermead, St Patrick’s Bridge, Wargrave, Keephatch,
Bisham Abbey, on the riverbank wall at Bisham Church, Cock Marsh, Thames Lock, Maidenhead, in
the pond at Paley Street, Widbrook Common, Cookham, The Bounty, Frogmore, Boulter’s Lock.
Abundant in the water of the only surviving open pond at Cock Marsh [882868] on 17 June 2008. 4%
(1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: occasional in the Kennet valley, rarer in the Thames valley but absent from the interior
(north of 75 and south of 90) except from places like Wantage old canal [38]. On the margins of the
lake at Benham Park [4367] and by the R. Kennet nearby [4266]. Particularly fine on the edge of the
R. Thames at Cholsey Marsh [5886]. Atlas 2000: all squares

Rumex x lingulatus Jungner = R. hydrolapathum x R. obtusifolius
East Berks: Sandford Mill [77] in 1938 (RNG).

West Berks: St Neots Mead Abingdon [59] in 1892 (OXF), Midgham [56] in 1892 (OXF), Shefford
[37] in 1927 (OXF).

Rumex cristatus DC. Greek Dock ehs6®
Rumex patientia auct., non L.

Roadsides and waste places, much increased in recent years. This statuesque, early-flowering dock is
a conspicuous feature of roadsides and motorway verges throughout the county, thriving best where
the grass is cut just once a year, in mid- or late summer. Its local distribution suggests that the seeds
were introduced by roadworks contractors, perhaps in the seed mix they used to landscape the
finished work; the plants are frequent on the new part of the verge, but absent from immediately
adjacent older verge.
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Ascot: the first records were from the Peanut Roundabout and the verges opposite Cranbourne Court
in 1990. It is still there, but has not increased much in abundance over 10 years (about 10 plants in
2000). By June 2008, the plant was rare at Cranbourne Court, reduced to a single clump at the
southern edge of the new verge. Sunningdale Cemetery, in the verge below the Civil Service College
in 1999. There were 6 plants in the verge at King’s Corner by the back entrance to Charters on 1 May
2004.

East Berks: not in Druce, the early records were all centred on Reading. First seen there in 1948, then
on Reading tip (LAN) in 1962, Smallmead tip (1969), Basingstoke Road (A33) in 1982, and by the R.
Kennet in Waterloo Meadow (1985). Recently from the M4/A33 Interchange, Shinfield Court, Lower
Earley, Newlands, Carter’s Hill, Bearwood, Reading Station, by the M4 east of the A329M
interchange, Fobney, Rivermead, Rose Kiln Lane, Kennet Mouth, Thames Valley Park, on the
Berkshire bank opposite Henley, Garderner’s Green, Beenham’s Heath pumping station, Howlane
Bridge roundabout, Braywoodside roundabout, Holyport, Maidenhead, by the R. Thames at
Maidenhead Court, Lee Lane, Nobbscrook Farm, Kingsmead. It is frequent in both verges of all four
approaches to the new Howe Lane/Drift Road roundabout [860752], marking out precisely the extent
of the roadworks involved, and suggesting that the plant was introduced in the seed mix used to
landscape the works when the roundabout was built in 1997. A clump of 3 plants in the eastern verge
of the A329 above Beale Park, just south of the new railway bridge [617779] on 21 June 2008. On 7
June 2009 there was a good clump of plants in the north-western verge of the Peanut Roundabout at
Cranbourne Court [936719], but the population further north towards the Squirrel Roundabout was
much reduced. 4% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: much less common than in East Berkshire. On the verge near the Duck Decoy at
Aldermaston [6063] in 2000. Roadside verges in Wantage [3987] in 2002 and [415884] in 2004.
Roadside verge near Paices Wood [5842 6272] in 2003. Roadside by the Kennet bridge in Hungerford
[341690] in June 2004. Atlas 2000: [37], [47], [66]

Rumex x dimidiatus Hausskn. = R. cristatus x R. crispus

East Berks: on Reading tip [77] in 1962 (det. J.E. Lousley) (LAN). By the M4/A33 interchange in
Reading [6970] in 2000. By the new football stadium [706701] in 2001.

Rumex x lousleyi D.H. Kent = R. cristatus x R. obtusifolius
East Berks: by the M4/A33 interchange in Reading [6970] in 2000.

Rumex crispus L. Curled Dock hs 6
Rumex crispus subsp. crispus

Cultivated ground, wet and dry grasslands, pastures, road-sides, waste ground, railways, river-sides.
Abundant and generally distributed in a very wide range of disturbed habitats. Host plant of the
metallic green beetle Gastrophysa viridula.

NVC: M 27; MG 1,7,9,10,13; OV 3,4,8-10,13,18-23,26,29,31,33; S 4-7,12,14,18,22,23,25,26;

W 6,8

Silwood Park: Pound Hill, Ashurst, Rush Meadow, Cheapside, Silwood Bottom, verges of London
Road, etc. Much less abundant than R. obtusifolius and R. sanguineus. Commonest in the second year
fallow after soil disturbance, as in Silwood Bottom. Particularly abundant on North Gravel in May
2003 and on disturbed soil in the grassy triangle at the Cheapside end of Mill Lane in July 2003. On
25 May 2004 the population of plants on the Pot Standing at The Greenhouses had the most
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spectacular aphid infestation I have ever seen; all of their stems were solid black with crowded Aphis
fabae from top to bottom. Occasional on March-cultivated strips in the Pound Hill Cultivation Timing
Experiment on 15 July 2008. Inside the new fences of the NutNet Experiment in Heronsbrook
Meadow just 3 months after fence erection on 14 July 2008.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m’ 10,000 m>
0 0 3 20 32

East Berks: 87% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: Atlas 2000: all squares

Rumex x sagorskii Hausskn. = R. crispus x R. sanguineus
Fairly common where the parents grow together.

East Berks: by the M4/A33 interchange in Reading [7070] in 2000.
West Berks: Swinford Bridge [40] in 1943 (RNG) (det J.E. Lousley).

Rumex x pratensis Mert. & W.D.J. Koch = R. crispus x R. obtusifolius
Rumex x acutus auct., non L.

By far the commonest hybrid in the genus, told by its intermediate leaves and low fertility. Likely to
be found wherever the parents grow together.

East Berks: Sonning (1897), Shinfield Green (1897), Riseley (1897), Sunninghill (1897), Twyford
(RNG) in 1932. By the M4/A33 interchange in Reading [7070] in 2000.

West Berks: Enborne and Greenham Common [46], Beedon and Winterbourne [47], Frilford Heath
[49], Swinford Bridge, Boars Hill and between Cumnor and Wytham [40], Hermitage [57], Stratfield
Saye and Silchester [66].

Rumex conglomeratus Murray Clustered Dock hs 5

Ditches, sides of streams, damp waste ground, disturbed grassland, roadsides, etc. Occasional but
locally frequent in all the districts, except the upper chalk downs and in the heathy ground of the
south. All 3 tepals bear a well-developed oblong tubercle (whereas there is only 1 well developed
tubercle in the otherwise similar, and much commoner R. sanguineus).

NVC: M 22; MG 7,9,10,13; OV 24,26

Silwood Park: not found until 28 August 2004 at Ashurst Lysimeters, on topsoil imported in August
2003.

Ascot: uncommon in Blacknest Park in June 2001.

East Berks: all along the banks of the R. Thames from Reading to Old Windsor. On the stonework at
the edge of the R. Thames in Bisham churchyard. Cock Marsh, Nuptown, Coppid Beech roundabout,
Hurley, Aston, Remenham, Wargrave, Cookham. Common, with 3 of its hybrids, on disturbed ground
near the M4/A33 interchange in Reading in 2000 (see below). In the dry streambed of the flood-



161

control channel in East Maidenhead in August 2002. Uncommon on the massive soil pile at Silver
Springs Farm south of the Drift Road [887749] on 17 June 2008. 24% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: occasional, but local, throughout. Atlas 2000: all except [68], [69]
Rumex x abortivus Ruhmer = R. conglomeratus x R. obtusifolius

Reported from Berkshire by Stace (1975) without further details. Occurs frequently where the parents
grow together.

East Berks: by the M4 in Reading [7070] (2000).

Rumex x schulzei Hausskn. = R. conglomeratus x R. crispus
East Berks: by the M4 in Reading [7070] (2000).

Rumex x knafii Celak. = R. conglomeratus x R. maritimus

Reported from Berkshire by Stace (1975) without further details. Occurs occasionally where the
parents grow together, but this coincidence is rather rare in Berkshire.

East Berks: by the M4 in Reading [7070] (2000).

Rumex sanguineus L. Blood-veined Dock hs 6
Rumex condylodes M. Bieb.

Damp oak and alder woods, swamps, hedges, roadsides and waste ground. Locally frequent, but rare
on the chalk. In virtually every spinney, hedge-bank and shady lane.
NVC: M 22,27; MG 9; OV 26,27; W 1,5,6,8,10,12,21,24

Silwood Park: woods and woodland margins throughout: Great Mead, The Willows, Ashurst, Farm
Wood, Water Meadow, Nash’s Copse, Cascade Marsh, etc. Damp waste ground at Tractor Sheds and
South Lodge, and shady roadsides on Buckhurst Road. Frequent in the ferruginous flush at the bottom
of Farm Wood in 2007. Common in most of the swamp communities at the bottom of Wood Bank in
June 2007. Occasional on 13 July 2007 in quite dry ground inside the Rhododendron Exclosure, close
to the double gates; still restricted to this spot in July 2008.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m?
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East Berks: 77% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: widespread in the Kennet valley (south of 75) and in the Thames valley, but scattered
and rare in the interior on the chalk and the clay. Atlas 2000: all except [69].

Rumex pulcher L. Fiddle Dock hs 6 4

Roadsides, churchyards, disturbed dry grassland and waste ground near houses. Rare and sporadic,
decreasing.
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East Berks: Remenham Farm near the river and at Shurlock Row; extinct at its two stations since the
turn of the century.

West Berks: scattered through the Thames valley but extinct at about half of its former sites. Compton
Beauchamp [28], Faringdon churchyard, Hungerford and Kintbury [36], Buckland [39], East Ilsley
[48], Frilford, Cothill, Abingdon and Drayton [49], Cholsey and Streatley [58], Sutton Courtenay,
Didcot and Barrow Hills [59], Burghfield [66], Wallingford [68]. Most of the modern records are
from churchyards, as at Marcham [49], Aston Tirrold and Cholsey [58] and Long Wittenham [59] all
in 1990. Particularly common at Drayton [479945] in 1996. Atlas 2000: [29], [48], [49], [58], [59],
[66], [67], [68]

Rumex obtusifolius L. Broad-leaved Dock hs 6

Horse pastures, disturbed grassland, waysides, waste places, water meadows, orchards, etc. Very
common and widely distributed. Highly unpalatable to horses, and a conspicuous increaser under
horse grazing. Its abundance in an otherwise close-cropped pasture is a sure sign of overgrazing by
horses. Host plant of the bright red weevil Apion miniatum. The leaves are often scarred by the large
blotch mines of Pegomya bicolor. The commonest aphid on Dock is Aphis rumicis.

NVC: MG 1,6,7,9,10; OV 9,10,13,14,18-23,26,27,29,31-33; S 5,23; W 6

Silwood Park: much the commonest of Silwood’s docks, found in all sorts of wet and grassy places
in sun. Replaced in shaded habitats by R. sanguineus. The densest population is on damp ground at
the northern end of the Walled Garden, where the plant was the subject of experimental work on leaf-
surface populations of Bacillus thuringiensis (Bf) in 2002-03. Also abundant in the grassy triangle
between Silwood Farm and The Lake. Locally dominant in the north-east corner of Silwood Bottom
in July 2004.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m’ 10,000 m>
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East Berks: 98% (1km?) only Trifolium repens, Dactylis glomerata, Plantago lanceolata, Plantago
major and Poa annua are more frequent at this scale. Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: Atlas 2000: all squares

Rumex x dufftii Hauskkn. = R. sanguineus x R. obtusifolius

East Berks: by the M4/A33 interchange in Reading [6970] in 2000.

Rumex palustris Sm. Marsh Dock hs 6
A casual with us, most commonly found on freshly landscaped topsoil, presumably form a long-lived
seed bank. The native habitat is wet nutrient rich mud at the edge of ponds and in marshes. It is
curious that so much apparently suitable habitat in Berkshire should be unexploited.

Silwood Park: on bare ground on the Reactor Bank, presumably from dormant seed dug up when the

foundations of the wind tunnel were excavated. Lasted for one year in 1982, then never seen again,
despite attempts to bring it back by soil disturbance.
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East Berks: not in Druce. A rare casual on rubbish tips. Reading tip in 1963 and on an old tip at
[712710] in 1988. Atlas 2000: [96]

West Berks: a casual at Tilehurst [67] in 1963. Atlas 2000: [67]
Rumex maritimus L. Golden Dock hs 6
Marshy places, margins of rivers and ponds and waste places that are waterlogged in winter.

Silwood Park: grown in CABI’s open Polytunnel in 2004, presumably as a screening species in the
campaign to find a biocontrol agent for Fallopia japonica.

East Berks: by the Garthing Lane bridge at Ruscombe Lake [813763] in 1959. Six plants near Field
Farm on the southern shore of Theale Lakes [66979 70314] found by Bill Helyar on 20 August 2005.
Atlas 2000: [77]

West Berks: Sandford Lasher [50] in 1890, Pangbourne [67] in 1952, Sulhamstead [66] in 1970,
gravel pits at Theale [6369] and [6569] in 1981, 1982 and 1983 (about 10,000 plants). Atlas 2000:
[67]

Rumex x callianthemus Danser = R. obtusifolius x R. maritimus

A rare hybrid in Berkshire, because of the scarcity of R. maritimus.

East Berks: found by Paul Stanley (det. Eric Clement) on disturbed ground with both parents and
many other dock hybrids opposite the Greyhound Stadium near the M4/A33 Interchange [710704]

during the roadworks associated with construction of the new roads around Madejski Stadium in
August 1999 (see p. 156).

PLUMBAGINACEAE
9 Limonium L. bellidifolium, L. platyphyllum, L. platyphyllum ‘Violetta’

Armeria maritima Willd. Thrift e ch 4
Statice maritima Miller

Occasionally grown as a rockery plant or on garden walls, and sometimes found as a garden escape or
self-sown into paving cracks. Although a British native, all of our records are introduced plants.

Ascot: no records. Not in Silwood Park.

East Berks: Spencer’s Wood, Three Mile Cross, Mill House, Shinfield Court, Lower Earley,
Wheatlands, Barkham, Coppid Hill, Furze Covert, Heath Ride, Westcott, Popeswood, Great Hollands,
Carter’s Hill, Pitlands Farm, Binfield Park, Woodlands Park, Little Foxley, West Dedworth. 4%
(1km?). Atlas 2000: all except [78], [96]

West Berks: occasional in towns and villages throughout. Rampant on a wall top above the R.
Thames beneath Little Wittenham bridge [567934] in February 2004. Atlas 2000: [28], [36], [38],
[59], [68]
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q Ceratostigma  C. griffithii, C. griffithii ‘Album’, C. plumbaginoides, C. willmottianum, C.
willmottianum ‘Forest Blue’

4 Plumbago P. auriculata

PAEONIACEAE

The key distinction in identifying peonies is between the tree peonies derived from P. suffiruticosa and
P. delavayi, and the herbaceous perennials derived from P. officinalis and P. lactiflora. All of them
produce viable seeds, but plants take 4 or 5 years to reach flowering size, during which time they are
likely to succumb to frosts or to slugs. They resent disturbance, and do not transplant well as root-
stocks.

[Paeonia mascula (L.) Mill. Peony] e h 4
Paconia officinalis L. var. mascula L.
Paconia corallina Retz.

The old peony records are unreliable, because plants tended all to be recorded as P. mascula whatever
their true identity. There are no convincing records from Berkshire.

Paeonia officinalis L. Garden Peony e h4

Common and persistent as garden throw-outs (living up to 50 years) on rough ground in towns and
villages.

Silwood Park: two plants beneath Fothergilla shrubs in the ‘autumn bed’ by Block F; mode of
introduction unknown, perhaps imported with topsoil but certainly not intentionally planted. May
2002. Not seen again.

East Berks: first record from a pit in Bisham Wood (1968). Common in towns and villages
throughout. 9% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: waste ground on Faringdon industrial estate [2895] and at Newbury [4767]. Atlas 2000:
[28], [36], [38], [68]

Paeonia suffruticosa Andrews Tree Peony eni4

More frost sensitive and wind-prone than P. officinalis, tree peonies are found much less frequently as
garden escapes or throw-outs.

East Berks: occasionally self-sown in gardens in Reading, Hazelwood House and Frogmore. On
waste ground at Broadmoor [8463] and in Cookham Dean [8785] in June 2003. Atlas 2000: [77],
[87], [97]

9§ Paeonia P. cambessedesii, P. delavayi, P. delavayi var. ludlowii, P. lactiflora ‘Bowl of Beauty’, P.
lactiflora ‘Duchesse de Nemours’, P. lactiflora ‘Festiva Maxima’, P. lactiflora ‘Karl Rosenfield’, P.
lactiflora ‘Sarah Bernhardt’, P. mlokosewitschii, P. officinalis ‘Alba Plena’, P. officinalis ‘Rosea
Plena’, P. officinalis ‘Rubra Plena’, P. suffruticosa, P. veitchii var. woodwardii
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ELATINACEAE

Superficially like Portulacaceae, the two waterworts are distinguished by the pedicel 0 or very short in
E. hydropiper and stamens 8 (not 6 as in E. hexandra). Submerged, non-flowering plants can not be
distinguished with confidence. Told from Callitriche spp. by the possession of stipules in Elatine spp.

Elatine hexandra (Lapierre) DC. Six-stamened Waterwort hel 7 {
Tillaea hexandra Lapierre

A local speciality of pond margins in very shallow nutrient-poor water, local and very rare. Scarce:
an ephemeral on exposed wet mud or a full aquatic looking like Callitriche in the vegetative state.
Grows with Juncus bulbosus on peaty sites and with Littorella uniflora on sandy sites. An annual,
fluctuating widely in abundance. It can flower even when submerged.

NVC: A22

East Berks: “Occurs in Virginia Water, near The Cascade, but this portion of the Lake is in Surrey; so
far (1897) I have been unable to find it in the Berkshire part” (Druce). C.P. Petch found the plant on
the Berkshire side of Virginia Water in 1946. It also occurs in Lower Lake in Sandhurst (OXF) in
both sides of the Surrey / Berkshire border. It was in another pond, but nearly choked with Littorella,
near Wellington College (OXF). Bowen considered the plant extinct at these 3 stations, but it was still
present in the Surrey part of the pond in the Staftf College Grounds in Camberley in 1952 (Lousley,
1976) and in 2002. Recent records include Heath Lake, Crowthorne [828652] in 1979 and 1987, and
from gravel pits close to the Hampshire border by Yateley Bridge [828613] in 1977 (OXF) and
[811623] in 1991. Common across the Hampshire border in lakes all over Bramshill Common [7560]
and [7562]. Widespread in flooded gravel pits in the Blackwater Valley at Moor Green Lakes in
2000-03, especially in open habitats around the north and east margins of Grove Lake [8062]. Atlas
2000: [86]

West Berks: no records.
Elatine hydropiper L. Eight-stamened Waterwort hyd 7 ¥

A former local speciality, found on the sandy margins of two ponds. Bowen considered the plant
extinct at both these stations. I, too, have looked for it and not found it.

East Berks: “excessively rare”, found very sparingly in a pond near Sandhurst by Druce in 1896
(OXF).

West Berks: found in a pond at Mortimer [66] by E.C. Crutwell in 1917.

CLUSIACEAE
Hypericum calycinum L. Rose-of-Sharon e chw 7

Hedges, shrubberies, plantations. One of the commonest ground cover plants for banks and hedge-
bottoms; completely rabbit proof. Widespread in gardens in towns and villages throughout the county
and commonly found in ditches, roadsides and waste ground. Long persistent in old abandoned
gardens. Mostly planted, and much less frequently self-sown than H. androsaemum (it seldom sets
viable seed).
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Silwood Park: commonly planted as ground cover on the Science Park and dominant on the rockery
in the Japanese Garden, but not naturalised (cf. H. androsaemum).

Ascot: garden relics are found in Sunninghill, Sunningdale and South Ascot.

East Berks: First record near Reading (1840), evidently introduced in 1676 by Sir G. Wheler from
Eastern Europe. Very abundant in Park Place where the rabbits do not touch it. Windsor Great Park.
Park Place (1965), New Lodge (1966). Frogmore, South Ascot, Fleet Copse [7862]. 36% (1km?).
Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: Buckland [39] in 1860, Newbury [46], Winterbourne Holt [47], Lockinge [48], Jarn
Mound and Youlbury [40], Yattendon [57], Aston Tirrold [58], Padworth and Aldermaston Wharf
[66], Sulham [67], Wallingford [68]. Atlas 2000: all squares

The two big shrubby hypericums with single, showy flowers are told apart as follows:

1. Flowers 6¢m dia., anthers orange, styles longer than ovary H. ‘Hidcote’
1. Flowers Scm dia, anthers yellowish white, styles shorter than ovary H. forrestii
Hypericum ‘Hidcote’ = probably H. cyathiflorum ‘Gold Cup’ x H. calycinum en7

This is the common shrubby Hypericum of gardens. It has large golden flowers and pointed, neatly
ranked narrow leaves. Its sterility means that it does not regenerate from seed, so all the plants found
outside gardens must be outcasts or relics of cultivation. Not uncommon in towns, but never far from
buildings. The flowers are 6¢cm across and the anthers are orange (not whitish yellow; see below).

Silwood Park: the dominant shrub in the post-1980 landscaping around the wartime buildings that
now comprise the Refectory Block (the Refectory, Summer Room, Table Tennis Room and Bar).
Growing (incongruously, some might say) with Hebe ‘Midsummer Beauty’ and Rosemary in a
planting laid out by Head Gardener Colin Merryman in 1995. Dominant under the Quercus faginea
on the Science Park. Around the base of the Outdoor Insectary. In the shrubbery at MScan.

Ascot: waste ground and abandoned gardens in Sunningdale, Sunninghill and South Ascot.

East Berks: commonly planted in Bracknell and Maidenhead, but rare as an outcast away from
obvious sites of introduction on business parks and industrial estates. On stonework by the R. Thames
in Maidenhead [9081] and on waste ground in Swallowfield [7264], Whitley [7270], Broadmoor
[8463], Cookham Dean [8785] and Whistley Park [7873] in 2002. 3% (1km?).

West Berks: on waste ground near the canal in central Newbury [4767] in July 2002.
Hypericum forrestii (Chitt.) N. Robson Forrest’s Tutsan eno6

An uncommon garden plant, occasionally persistent in old gardens and rarely self sown outside. The
plant has 5 styles (like H. calycinum but unlike H. androsaemum which has 3 styles) and the stem has
no ridges (H. calycinum has 4-lined stems). The sepals have rounded rather than pointed tips and the
plant is not rhizomatous (in contrast to H. calycinum). Th stamens are whitish yellow (not orange as
in H. ‘Hidcote’).
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Silwood Park: three individuals, self sown in pavement cracks outside the Stables at Silwood Farm
on 27 August 2005 [941692]. Our plants had petals 30mm long and 22mm wide with sepals 8mm
and anther filaments 12mm. The leaves were widest in the lower third, 60mm long and 30mm wide at
their broadest point. The population had increased to more than 10 plants on the edge of the tarmac
and below walls by 28 June 2007.

East Berks: first recorded from Silwood Park [9469] on 27 August 2005. No other records.
West Berks: no records
Hypericum androsaemum L. Tutsan ent6

Woods and hedges, damp waste ground, local and uncommon. Probably not native in Berkshire, but
an occasional garden plant. Less often planted outside gardens than H. calycinum and then usually as
H. x inodorum (see below).

East Berks: At the top of Bisham Woods, Park Place, Rose Hill, Billingbear Park, Bowsey Hill.
Margins of woods and hedges, in small quantity and sporadic. On waste ground in West Reading,
Hurley, Windsor. Wargrave Church, Martins Heron, Remenham Wood, High Knowl Wood, South
Ascot. 9% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all except [86]

West Berks: notably aggregated, centred on Cold Ash and Hermitage; [56] and [57]. Rare or absent to
the west of 45 and to the north of 85. Inkpen [36], Pusey House [39], Ilsley [48], Hockett Wood,
Wasing, Brimpton Wood, Aldermaston Court churchyard, Harbourhill Copse and Beenham [56],
Frilsham, Hampstead Norreys and Burnt Hill [57], Streatley Hill [58], Kennington [50], Mortimer
West End and Burghfield [66], Bradfield, Pangbourne and Tilehurst [67]. Atlas 2000: [28], [29],
[36], [46], [40], [56], [58], [59], [50], [66], [67]

Hypericum x inodorum Mill. Tall Tutsan e hp 6
Hypericum x elatum Aiton

An occasional throw-out from gardens, and sometimes naturalized in damp shade or full sun. Like H.
androsaemum but with bigger petals (7mm wide) and sepals (4mm wide) and stamens slightly longer
than the petals. The commonest cultivar is ‘Elstead’ which has fleshy red fruits. Mass-planted in
landscaping schemes, and commonly bird sown, often somedistance from the planted individuals.

Silwood Park: abundantly naturalized on damp bare waste ground in partial shade on the north-west
side of the Manor House. Commonly naturalized in the abandoned cold frames at the Horticultural
Greenhouses. Seedlings also appear around the terrace of the Refectory. Never far from buildings.
Sunninghill Crossroads, Drive Lawns, Croquet Lawns, Technology Transfer Centre, Flowers Halls.
Uncommon in the second year after the erection of the deer/rabbit fence at the back of the Tennis
Court with a widely scattered plants on 27 May 2006; occasional here on 4 June 2007, close to the
double gates and elsewhere. Locally dominant in a strip along the woodland edge behind Colditz
(John Smith Hall) on 26 August 2007. Growing through the slats of the wooden seat by the east door
to the Munro Building in June 2012, close to the Sassafras tree.

Ascot: commonly self-sown in Ascot, Sunningdale, Sunninghill and South Ascot.
East Berks: Smallmead tip [7069] from 1965 to 1988. Waste ground in Swallowfield [7264].

Naturalised on stonework by the R. Thames just west of the footbridge to the lock at Hurley [825842]
in July 2002. Landscaping around industrial parks in Maidenhead, Windsor and Reading.



168

West Berks: Cothill pit and Kingston Bagpuize House [49], Jarn Mound [40] all post-1985.
Occasional in hedges in the village of Kingston Bagpuize in July 2003.

Hypericum hircinum L. Stinking Tutsan enb ¥
Hypericum hircinum subsp. majus (Aiton) N. Robson
Hypericum hircinum L. var. majus Aiton

West Berks: collected by Druce at Southcote House [67] in 1893 (OXF).
Hypericum perforatum L. Perforate St John’s-wort hp 6

Grassland, waste places, open woods, woodland rides, hedges, bushy places on heaths, waysides;
preferring sunny situations. Very common and generally distributed, though less common on clay
soils. Replacing Senecio jacobaea as the dominant herb of heavily rabbit-grazed turf in Silwood and
on Chobham Common. A seriously invasive pest of pastures where it has been introduced to
temperate climates overseas. The target of successful biological control, using the chrysomelid beetles
Chrysolina quadrigemina and C. hyperici, both of which can be found on the plant in Berkshire. The
leaves are mined by Fomoria septembrella.

NVC: MG 1,9; W 8

Silwood Park: common in all the open, sunny places in grassland and waste ground, but present in
less than 20% of the hectare squares. A serious weed in the north-east corner of Silwood Bottom with
Rumex obtusifolius in July 2004. Locally abundant on the surviving fragment of North Gravel
between the Greenhouses and the Student Residences. Common on the derelict pot standing at the
greenhouses on 29 July 2007. Locally frequent in the New Chalk Plots at Ashurst in August 2010.
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East Berks: widespread and locally abundant, but with a curiously patchy distribution. Dominant on
sunny waste ground between the railway and Tesco’s Superstore at Kings Meadow in Reading
[719738] (with Glechoma and Fragaria). Much the commonest of the St John’s-worts. 45% (lkmz)‘
Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: common throughout. Atlas 2000: all squares
Hypericum x desetangsii Lamotte = H. perforatum x H. maculatum Des Etangs’ St John's-wort

Told from H. perforatum by the sepals which are toothed (not entire) towards the apex and not drawn
out into a long point, and from H. maculatum by the leaves which are hairless beneath and the stem
with 2 raised lines (not 4).

West Berks: found in Padworth gully [6065] in 1963. Still there in 1978 (RNG).

Hypericum maculatum Crantz Imperforate St John’s-wort hp 6 1
Hypericum quadrangulum sensu L.(1754), non L.(1753)

Hypericum maculatum subsp. obtusiusculum (Tourlet) Hayek

Hypericum quadrangulum L. subsp. obtusiusculum Tourlet

Hypericum dubium Leers
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Wet ditches, brook-sides, wood margins, very local and in small quantity. Told by its long petals
(more than twice the length of the obtuse sepals), and its 4-ridged but unwinged stems.

East Berks: Wellington College (RNG) 1894-1918, Bulmarsh, Crazey Hill (1897), Colman’s Moor
(1897), R. Blackwater (1918). Not recorded by Bowen. Rare, but recent records from California
Country Park, Dinton Pastures, Crazies Hill, Chawridge Bank, Brook Farm, Windsor Great Park. 1%
(1km?). Atlas 2000: [76], [77], [78], [86], [87], [97]

West Berks: rare and declining, mainly alone the upper reaches of the Thames from Lechlade [29] to
Wytham [40]. Farncombe Down [27], Faringdon [29], Buckland Warren [39], Frilford (OXF) [49],
Appleton Lower Common, Tubney Wood, Stroud Copse and Wytham [40], Greenham (OXF) [46],
AWRE Aldermaston and Crookham Common airfield [56], Hermitage pits [57], Upton Station [58],
in a railway siding at Fulscot Bridge, Didcot [59], Aldermaston Soke [66]. Atlas 2000: [38], [39],
[46], [48], [49], [40], [56]

Hypericum tetrapterum Fr. Square-stalked St John’s-wort hp 6
Hypericum quadrangulum L.

Marshes, wet grasslands, river-banks, lake margins and brook-sides (as H. acutum), common and
generally distributed, but absent from the chalk and the very acid soils. Attacked by the beetle
Chrysolina brunsvicensis.

NVC: M 13,22,24; OV 26; W 5

Silwood Park: locally frequent; in wet grass by the Farm Road, in the damp grass between The Farm
and The Lake, in Ashurst Four Acre Field, especially on the New Chalk Plots, locally common
amongst brambles in Buckhurst Road Woods, and in Rush Meadow.

Ascot: frequent in the grassy triangle at the northern end of Ascot Race Course. By the lake in
Blacknest Park. In Sunningwell Bog to the west of St George’s Lane.

East Berks: damp grass by the R. Thames, and by the ponds at Billingbear. 6% (1km?). Atlas 2000:
all squares

West Berks: widespread, but absent from a broad central band of the chalk (north of 75 and south of
85). Atlas 2000: all except [68], [69]

Hypericum humifusum L. Trailing St John’s-wort chh 6

Heaths, forest rides, dry pastures on gravelly soil, sandy fields, and close-mown lawns on acid soils.
Common and generally distributed in the heathy districts but absent from the chalk and the northern
clays. Paths and disturbed ground in heaths and woods on acid soils. Usually prostrate. Told from a
small H. pulchrum by its unequal sepals (2 shorter and narrower than the other 3) and shorter petals
(less than twice as long as the sepals).

Silwood Park: lawns, paths and damp waste ground. Widespread but seldom abundant: Pound Hill,
Nursery Field, Ashurst, Gravel Pit, Rookery Slope, South Lodge, Drive Lawns, Observatory Ridge,
Manor House, Herons Brook, Science Park. Rare as a weed of cereal crops as at Pound Hill Field in
June 1983. Survived demolition and reconstruction of the Croquet Lawn in 1985. Frequent in short,
heathy grass between Buckhurst Road and the back of Science Park Units C-F. Locally abundant on
the cinder path around the Plane Tree Lawn, dominating large areas of the path in June 2002 and still
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locally abundant in 2006. Frequent on Farm Road Bank opposite Nursery Field on 1 June 2006. A
rediscovery from short acid grassland on Rookery Slope on 27 July 2011 in Block A of the NutNet
Experiment on the plot receiving P and K.
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Ascot: Rapley Lakes, Thornhill, Tower Hill, Swinley, Englemere, Woodland Ride, Heatherwood,
Coronation Road, King’s Beeches, Sunninghill, Charters Road, Sunningdale, Windsor Great Park.
Locally frequent in heathy ground by the hockey pitch in Frognall [939677] in September 2005.

East Berks: widespread but never abundant. 7% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all except [77], [78]

West Berks: very local, and absent from most of the area. Redhill Wood [46], Tubney Wood [49],
Wytham and the Northern Loop [40] and [50], Hockett Wood and AWRE Aldermaston [56],
Ashampstead [57], Burghfield Common [66]. Atlas 2000: all except [38], [47], [48], [58], [59], [68],
[69]

Hypericum pulchrum L. Slender St John’s-wort hp 6

Heaths, ditch banks and dry places in woods on acid soils. Usually upright. Told from the usually
prostrate H. humifiusum by its longer petals (more than 2 times as long as the sepals) and equal sepals
(not sepals of 2 distinct sizes).

NVC:H3; M 13; W 14

Ascot: Sunninghill, Coronation Road, Whitmoor Bog, Swinley, Kingsride, Dukeshill Allotment,
Blaine’s Allotment. Buttersteep, The Orangery, Ascot Heath, Kings Beeches. Not in Silwood Park

East Berks: Sonning, Earley Common, Wellington College, Marlow, Park Place, Farley Hill,
Ambarrow, Bagshot Heath, Sandhurst, Sunningdale, Wishmoor Bottom, Bracknell, Riseley,
Finchampstead, Twyford, Bearwood, Stubbing’s Heath, Holliday Plain, on dry heathy banks
throughout the Crown Estate Woodlands and Windsor Great Park. 8% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all
squares

West Berks: found only in Kennet valley (south and east of a line from Hungerford [3070] to Goring
[6080]) and in the Northern Loop of the Thames in [39], [49], [40] and [50]. Absent from the chalk
and the northern clays, but occurring locally on higher ground where the chalk is overlain by acid
soils, as at Bowden [616767] to the west of Pangbourne. Locally frequent on grassy rides through
Fence Wood [5171] in 2002. Atlas 2000: all except [28], [29], [38], [59], [68], [69]

Hypericum hirsutum L. Hairy St John’s-wort hp 7

Woods, copses, hedgerows and chalk grassland. Widely distributed and abundant on the chalk and the
clay. Woodland rides, wood margins and hedge-banks on calcareous soils. Told from H. maculatum
by the latter’s hairless stems.

NVC: CG 4; W 8,12

Silwood Park: established below the brick wall of the cinder pot-standing at the Greenhouses;
unintentionally introduced with plant material from a chalk woodland in Kent. First recorded in 1995,
still there in 2004.
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East Berks: first record Sonning (1800). Uncommon or absent south of 75. Common only on the
chalk in the north. Locally abundant in the chalk woods at Bisham. Roadsides at Beenham’s Heath
[8475] in 2003. 5% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [77], [78], [86], [87], [88], [96], [97]

West Berks: widespread, but least common in the interior. Atlas 2000: all except [66], [68], [69]
Hypericum montanum L. Pale St John’s-wort hp 6 4

A local speciality, almost confined to the woods on the chalk. “In ye pits about the middle of Earley
field and in ye land on ye right hand side of Loddon Bridge 3 miles from Reding” (Ray, 1680). A
nationally scarce plant of warm, well drained soils on chalk on roadside banks, scrub, open ash
woodlands, or in coarse grassland dominated by Festuca ovina and Helictotrichon pratense.
Distinguished from H. hirsutum (which also has stalked black glands on the sepals) by the lack of
conspicuous pubescence on its stems.

NVC: CG2

East Berks: local and rare, mostly in dry beech woods on calcareous soil in the Thames valley, with
an outlier at Finchampstead (1897). Remenham (1999), Ashley Hill (1966), Knowl Hill (1897),
Bisham Woods (1961), Temple Golf Course (1984) Cookham Dean (1999). Bisham Wood,
Wargrave, Finchampstead, Remenham, still found in the grounds of Park Place, Culham Court,
Hurley, between Stubbings Heath and Ashley Hill. Bowen confirmed most of Druce’s locations. Now
extinct at 3 of its 7 former sites. Now restricted entirely to the northern loop of the Thames from Park
Place [7781] and Remenham [7783], Quarry Wood [8685] to Winter Hill and Cock Marsh [8887].
<1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [78], [88]

West Berks: very local, absent from the entire area, save for a wooded enclave of c¢.10km radius,
centred on Upper Basildon. IIsley [48], Upper Basildon, Streatley (RDG) and Ashampstead Common
[57], Blewbury [58], Bagley Wood [50], Bradfield, Lower Basildon, Tilehurst, Great Bear Wood
(RDG) and Sulham Wood [67]. On the railway embankment at Purley [657764] in September 2002.
Atlas 2000: [48], [58], [50], [67]

Hypericum elodes L. Marsh St John’s-wort hel 6 4

Wet places on heaths, marshy margins of pools in heathy situations. Acid ponds and small pools in
Sphagnum bogs; locally dominant but rare and decreasing. It forms a floating mat at the edge of a
pond, where the Molinia tussocks give way to open water.

Ascot: locally abundant in shallow water on the southern edge of Englemere Pond, forming extensive
rafts of foliage, and less frequently on the northern edge (1979-2004). By Sole’s Pond to the east of
Ascot Station in 1975. At the edge of Rapley Lake 1966-86. Tower Hill. Still at all of these sites in
2004.

East Berks: first record Bulmarsh Heath, two miles from Reading (1652). Sunninghill (1773),
Windsor Great Park, Ascot, Bagshot Heath, Wellington College Lake, Sandhurst College Lake,
Ambarrow, Caesar’s Camp, Broadmoor, Owlsmoor, Long Moor, Bulmershe, Kings Mere, Heath
Lake, White Moor. Confined to the south, but lost from many of its former sites as a result of
urbanisation and pond filling. 1% (1km?).

West Berks: confined to the south, and centred on the commons from Newbury [46] to Burghfield
[66]. Greenham Common [46], Sole Common and Snelsmore Common [47], Crookham Common,
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Bucklebury Common and Cold Ash Common [56], Padworth Common, Mortimer, Burghfield,
Aldermaston decoy pond [66]

Two large woody Hypericum spp. with 5 styles are to be found. The commonly planted H. ‘Hidcote’
has larger flowers but is sterile and so does not spread by seed. The rarer H. forrestii has showy but
slightly smaller flowers but is fertile and so spreads by seed. They are told apart as follows:

Flowers larger (6 cm across), anthers orange, styles than the ovary ~ H. ‘Hidcote’
Flowers smaller (5 cm across), anthers yellow, styles than the ovary H. forrestii

9§ Hypericum H. aegypticum, H. androsaemum ‘Albury Purple’, H. balearicum, H. coris, H. elodes,
H. forrestii, H. ‘Hidcote’, H. X inodorum °‘Elstead’, H. kouytchense, H. X moserianum, H. X
moserianum ‘Tricolor’, H. olympicum, H. olympicum f. uniflorum ‘Citrinum’, H. ‘Rowallane’, H.
trichocaulon

THEACEAE

4 Camellia C. ‘Cornish Snow’, C. ‘Cornish Spring’, C. ‘Doctor Clifford Parks’, C. ‘Freedom Bell’,
C. ‘Inspiration’, C. japonica ‘Adolphe Audusson’, C. japonica ‘Akashigata’, C. japonica ‘Apple
Blossom’, C. japonica ‘Ballet Dancer’, C. japonica ‘C.M. Wilson’, C. japonica ‘Doctor Tinsley’, C.
japonica ‘Elegans’, C. japonica ‘Gloire de Nantes’, C. japonica ‘Grand Prix’, C. japonica
‘Hagoromo’, C. japonica ‘Jupiter’, C. japonica ‘Konronkoku’, C. japonica ‘Mars’, C. japonica
‘Masayoshi’, C. japonica ‘Mathotiana Alba’, C. japonica ‘Mercury’, C. japonica ‘Mrs D.W. Davis’,
C. japonica ‘Nuccio’s Gem’, C. japonica ‘Nuccio’s Jewel’, C. japonica ‘Rubescens Major’, C.
Japonica ‘Scentsation’, C. japonica ‘Souvenir de Bahuaud-Litou’, C. japonica ‘Tricolor’, C. ‘Lasca
Beauty’, C. ‘Leonard Messel’, C. reticulata ‘Arch of Triumph’, C. reticulata ‘Captain Rawes’, C.
sasanqua ‘Crimson King’, C. sasanqua ‘Narumigata’, C. ‘Satan’s Robe’, C. ‘Spring Festival’, C. x
williamsii ‘ Anticipation’, C. X williamsii ‘Brigadoon’, C. X williamsii ‘China Clay’, C. X williamsii
‘Daintiness’, C. X williamsii ‘Debbie’, C. X williamsii ‘Donation’, C. X williamsii ‘Elsie Jury’, C. X
williamsii ‘Hiraethlyn’, C. x williamsii ‘J.C. Williams’, C. X williamsii ‘Jenefer Carlyon’, C. X
williamsii ‘Joan Trehane’, C. X williamsii ‘Julia Hamiter’, C. X williamsii ‘Mary Christian’, C. X
williamsii ‘Rose Parade’, C. X williamsii ‘Saint Ewe’, C. X williamsii ‘Water Lily’

4 Stewartia S. pseudocamellia, S. sinensis

TILIACEAE
Tilia platyphyllos Scop. Large-leaved Lime emm 6

An alien planted tree in parks, shrubberies, etc. Occasionally self-sown. Told from the other two
Limes by its leaves which are softly pubescent beneath.
NVC: W8

Silwood Park: locally frequent as self-sown individuals in The Rookery, facing the edge of the
Cricket Wicket, amongst myxomatosis woodland with Quercus robur and a few Tilia x europaea;
these plants appear to date from the late 1960s. Vigorous young planted trees in the clearing behind
the Japanese Garden.
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Ascot: rare as a planted tree, yet occasionally self-sown.

East Berks: hedges and plantations in very small numbers. Swallowfield, Bearwood, Ascot, Windsor
South Forest. Hurley, Temple Park, Dungrove Hill, Hiltons Covert. Locally dominant and self-sown
in Bisham Wood [859854] in 1988. Quentin Groom found the plant by the Kennet and Avon canal on
15 August 2008 [636698]. 1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [76], [88], [97]

West Berks: Buscot and Faringdon [29], Stanford-in-the-Vale [39], Chilton Down, Lockinge Park,
East Ilsley and AERE Harwell [48], in an alder wood at Fyfield [49], Midgham Park [56], Little
Wittenham and Sutton Courtenay [59], Bagley Wood [50]. Atlas 2000: [28], [29], [39], [48], [49],
[56], [57], [50], [66]

Tilia x europaea L. Lime e mm 6
Tilia x vulgaris Hayne

Principal host for mistletoe Viscum album in our area; very striking when leafless in winter, some
trees appear laden down with the parasite. Occurs as a planted tree throughout the county. Known at
once from the other two limes by the possession of abundant epicormic shoots (burs) on its lower
trunk. The red pin galls that are often so abundant on the upper surface of the leaf are made by gall-
forming mites called Eriophyes tiliae. Lime trees are a problem close to car parks because of the
copious honeydew produced by the aphid Eucallipterus tiliae which causes the leaves to become
blackened by sooty mould. Other galls include globose galls Eriophyes tetratrichus, brown spots E.
liosoma, petiole gall of midge Contarinia tiliarum, and edge roll gall of Dasyneura spp.

Silwood Park: The seedlings are commonly found in grassland, but they seldom become trees,
presumably because they are grazed off by voles, rabbits or deer. A few self-sown trees in the
woodland flanking the western edge of the Cricket Wicket. The pair of tall trees by the Stable Yard
entrance to the Manor House were the first Silwood Limes to support Mistletoe, but the parasites
were cut down in the early 1980s by Ray “Chain Saw” Davies. Fortunately, they have subsequently
recolonised, and in 2004 there are Mistletoe’d Lime trees in four places: Ashurst Four Acre Field,
Graveyard Boundary Drive Field and Manor House.
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East Berks: common in almost every village (1839); fine trees in Windsor Great Park and in Park
Place. Good avenues in Broadmoor [8463]. 34% (lkmz). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: Atlas 2000: all squares
Tilia cordata Mill. Small-leaved Lime mm 7

There may be some natives, but most individuals are planted trees in scattered localities, rarely as
plantations (e.g. Enborne Copse [433660]). Told from T. x europaea by the way it holds its flowers
obliquely erect above the foliage (not pendant amongst the foliage).

NVC: W §,10

Silwood Park: very local and rare. A massive ring-coppiced individual (basal diameter ¢.1.5m) with 8
roughly equal trunks regrowing from the rim, amongst bluebells in the western part of Nash’s Copse
[9424 6923] in 2005.
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Ascot: planted in wild-looking vegetation on the western edge of Ascot Racecourse. Not self-sown in
Silwood Park.

East Berks: hedges and parks in very small numbers. Easthampstead Park, White Waltham,
Bracknell, Windsor Great Park, Frogmore. 1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [76], [86], [87], [88], [96], [97]

West Berks: Shrivenham [28], Watchfield [29], Kingston Lisle [38], Redhill Wood [4264] and Oaken
Copse, Enborne [46], Foxcombe [40], Bucklebury Common [56], Yattendon [57], Streatley [58],
Little Wittenham [59], Bagley Wood [50], Rush Court [69]. Atlas 2000: [28], [29], [38], [46], [40],
[56], [57], [58], [59], [50], [66], [67], [69]

4 Tilia T. americana, T. amurense, T. cordata ‘DeGroot’, T. cordata ‘Erecta’, T. cordata
‘Greenspire’, T. cordata ‘Handsworth’, T. cordata ‘“Winter Orange’, T. X euchlora, T. X europaea
‘Wratislaviensis’, T. henryana, T. heterophylla ‘Continental Appeal’, T. insularis, T. intonsa, T.

Japonica, T. kiusiana, T. koreana, T. laetevirens, T. ledebourii, T. mandshurica, T. maximowicziana,
T. mongolica, T. oliveri, T. ‘Petiolaris’, T. platyphyllos ‘Rubra’, T. tarquetii, T. tomentosa ‘Brabant’

STERCULIACEAE

4 Fremontodendron ‘California Glory’ is the hardy hybrid between F. californicum and F.
mexicanum.

MALVACEAE
Malope malacoides L. e th-h 6 F
An uncommon garden plant of Mediterranean origin, seldom escaping.
East Berks: found by J.G. Everett at Clewer [9576] in 1902; det. C.C. Townsend (OXF).
Hibiscus trionum L. Bladder Ketmia o th 6
Alien casual from bird-seeds. Petals pale yellow with violet basal patch.
East Berks: Reading tip [77] in 1962
West Berks: Kennington [50] in 1963

9| Hibiscus H. syriacus ‘Hamabo’, H. syriacus ‘Meehanii’, H. syriacus ‘Oiseau Bleu’, H. syriacus
‘Pink Giant’, H. syriacus ‘Red Heart’, H. syriacus ‘“Woodbridge’

4 Sphaeralcea S. fendleri, S. munroana
Malva moschata L. Musk-mallow h 7

Field borders, waysides, dry or sandy pastures, woodland rides, old grassland, roadsides, motorway
verges and waste places in small quantity, but locally frequent. Long-lived and persistent at its sites.
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Absent from the northern clays and from very acid soils. A great adornment to summer, and one of
our most attractive native wildflowers.
NVC: MG 1

Silwood Park: avoided by rabbits and hence particularly conspicuous when in bloom in closely grazed
turf. Locally frequent in Nursery Field, Rush Meadow, Pound Hill, Church Field, Rookery Slope, Oak
Mead, Kissing Gate, Nash’s Field (the big plant in the grazed part of Block K has its fruits grazed off
by roe deer each year), and on the mown bank below the Ha Ha. The clump of plants on North Gravel
in 1980 survived the construction of Southwood Halls and now prospers in clearings in the woodland
that was planted as part of the landscaping in 1982. Also common where sown, as in the New Chalk
Plots, and the cultivation experiment in Oak Mead; it is unusual in being one of the few sown species
to recruit outside the rabbit fences. In June 2007 it was present on 11 out of 60 rabbit-grazed plots.
Ruderal in pavement cracks around the Header House on 10 July 1985 but the site was destroyed by
the construction of the BP Greenhouse. The plants growing next to Ashurst Road near the Carpinus
betulus ‘Fastigiata’ were particularly fine in July 2002 when the group contained 12 large individuals
(there was only one plant here in July 2007) There were only 5 survivors in the New Chalk Plots by
June 2003 and just one was seen on 7 June 2007. There was a minor recovery in the following year
with 6 plants seen on 3 September 2008. White-flowered plants locally frequent on the dry stone wall
at South Lodge (1980-2007, but the site was destroyed during building works in summer 2008), and
on the dry bank of Drive Lawn nearby in July 2005. The Nursery Field population was 8 plants on 23
June 2006. A large plant on the edge of the gravel within the Seed Bank Exclosure in Nursery Field
on 28 June 2007. Occasional in the New Chalk Plots at Ashurst in August 2010. Rare, from the seed-
bank by the new road to the renovated Silwood Farm on 29 August 2011.

Ascot: Tower Hill, Coronation Road, Woodlands Ride, Sunningdale, Windsor Great Park. A massive
plant in the new landscaping at the corner of New Mile Road on 29 June 2007 after the follow-up
work on the new race course was completed. On Ascot Station car park on 28 October 2009.

East Berks: scattered and uncommon. In the verges of the A329(M) motorway between Bracknell and
Reading. Nuptown. Waste ground at Cain Road Bracknell in 2005 and 2007. The white-flowered
form is locally frequent at Billingbear and Bulmershe. 12% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: common in the Kennet valley and throughout the south, but confined to the Northern
Loop in the north (e.g. Dry Sandford pit [4699]) and absent from Lambourn Downs and the Vale of
the White Horse, but on building works at Watchfield [2590] in September 2004. On the chalky road
cutting where Ermin Street passes under the M4 Motorway south-west of Shefford Woodlands
[3672]. Frequent in Reading’s Lake District [66] and [67]. Atlas 2000: all except [38], [68], [69]

Malva alcea L. Greater Musk-mallow e th 6 }
East Berks: not in Druce; on the railway at Reading in 1918. No specimen, and not seen by Bowen.

Malva sylvestris L. Common Mallow o ho
Waysides and open waste ground. Most frequently near villages and particularly fond of growing at
the base of a sunny wall. Common and generally distributed, but rare on acid soils. Especially
common and luxurious on motorway verges and in the central reservation. The leaves are often pin-

holed by the weevil Apion aeneum.
NVC: OV 16,18,22,23,24,25
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Silwood Park: rare and sporadic. Sunninghill Crossroads, Ashurst Warren, Gravel Pit, Cheapside,
Silwood Road, Science Park, Cannon Crossroads. Common on imported topsoil during construction
of the new Biology Buildings in 1987, but not seen since then. Not found in natural habitats;
continental botanists refer to such plants as ‘archacophytes’ rather than natives or aliens because of
their long association with human habitation. Grown as one of the test plants in rabbit/deer exclosures
scattered all over Silwood Park from 2006; particularly good in Gravel Pit on 10 June 2007.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m’ 10,000 m?
0 0 0 2 9

East Berks: particularly common on the Thames-side paths. Occasional on the enormous soil pile
overlooking Drift Road at Silver Springs Farm on 17 June 2008 54% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: Atlas 2000: all squares

Malva nicaeensis All. French Mallow e th 6
West Berks: collected by Druce from Abingdon [49] in 1897 and Didcot [59] in 1931 (OXF).

Malva parviflora L. Least Mallow e th 6 F
East Berks: a casual bird-seed alien found on Reading tip [77] in 1962 (LAN).

Malva pusilla Sm. Small Mallow e th 6
Malva rotundifolia L.

A rare casual of waste places.
East Berks: on rubbish at Wellington College Station (OXF and RNG) in 1895 and 1917.

West Berks: Abingdon [49] in 1895 (OXF), Wytham Mill [40] in 1900 (OXF), Didcot tip [69] in
1965

Malva neglecta Wallr. Dwarf Mallow othe T
Malva rotundifolia sensu L.(1754) et auct., non L.(1753)

Dry waste places, gateways, roadsides, near farms, and on rubbish tips in small quantity; often under
walls in villages. Widely distributed, but absent from very acid soils. Increased in recent years, but
still much less frequent than M. sylvestris.

Silwood Park: on waste ground by the Header House and on topsoil imported for Garden Wood Bank
in 1987. It is still common in 1999 on the bare strip of ground where the edge of the lawn meets the
paving of the road to the Science Park. Oak Mead: a single plant in the 1998-cultivated fallow,
growing without competitors on the methyl bromided plot below Biodepth. In gravel at the edge of
the church car park at Ashurst on 18 June 2002 and still there in July 2005 and August 2006.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m?
0 0 0 4 6
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Ascot: sunny waste ground at Ascot Station, Sunningdale, Cranbourne. Rare on 16 September 2003,
on bare ground on the demolition site in Sunninghill [939683] where the long-empty houses of
Matthews Court had stood until the site was bulldozed in early 2003; on imported topsoil on top of
the new gabion wall at the western boundary on 30 October 2004, after the other plants had been
destroyed during building work.

East Berks: first recorded from Marlow (1843). Occasional throughout in built-up areas like
Wokingham, Reading, Windsor and Maidenhead. Common around Windsor Castle in Shaw Farm and
Frogmore. 11% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: occasional in the Thames valley but rare in Kennet valley, and absent or rare over most

of the interior (south of 90 and west of 45). In verges in East Hagbourne [5388] in May 2002. Atlas
2000: all squares

Malva setigera Schimp. & Spenn. Rough Marsh-mallow e th 6
Althaea hirsuta L.

An introduced plant of field margins and woodland edges. Unlike most mallows, the epicalyx has 6 to
10 (not 3) segments.

East Berks: in a sown grass ley at Remenham [768834] in 1985.

West Berks: found in a chicken run at Cothill [49] in 1909 (OXF). On the Filago pyramidata site at
Buckland Warren [334964] in 1994, but not see since, despite repeated search. Re-discovered in 2012
by Susan Erskine, when 3 fruiting plants were found.

9 Malva M. alcea var. fastigiata, M. moschata f. alba, M. sylvestris ‘Primley Blue’

9 Malvastrum M. lateritium

Lavatera trimestris L. Royal Mallow e th 6 F
West Berks: a bird-seed alien found on Battle Farm tip [6974] in 1969.

Lavatera punctata All. Spotted-stalked Tree-mallow e th 6
West Berks: a grain alien found at Kennington [50] in 1963 (OXF).

Lavatera arborea L. Tree-mallow e h7 7t
East Berks: found as a seedling in 1969 on the tip at Woodley [7773] by Bowen, and subsequently
grown up to flowering size in his garden (it flowered in 1971). A model of what to do with an
unidentifiable alien seedling growing on a tip, but now, of course, illegal under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act. Not recommended as a technique for identifying seedlings of native plants. Buy the
seed from a reputable dealer, germinate them, and train yourself to identify the species from its

seedlings.

West Berks: no records of this seaside species.
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Lavatera x clementii Cheek = L. thuringiaca x L. olbia
Garden Tree-mallow or Tree Lavatera ® m 6

A very popular garden shrub, found increasingly as an outcast on roadsides and waste ground where
garden waste has been fly-tipped. Grown as many cultivars, with flowers varying from deep pink to
pure white, but it is the pink forms that are found as outcasts and escapes.

Ascot: a rare garden outcast in Sunningdale in 2003.

East Berks: first record Whiteknights (RNG) in 1983. Recently from Riseley, Ryeish Green, West
Reading, West Whitley, Whitley, Bulmershe, Lower Earley, Earley, Woodley, Winnersh, Whistley
Green, Charvil, Twyford, Wokingham, Broadmoor, Lock’s House, Downshire, Amen Corner,
College Town, Hanworth, Binfield, Arlington Square in Bracknell, Linderhill Wood, Wiltshire Farm,
West End, Touchen End, Holyport, Warfield Park, Culham Court, Warren Row, Westacott Way,
Shepherds Lane, Ashley Hill, Halfway House, Cookham, Maidenhead, East Maidenhead, Old
Windsor. Atlas 2000: [76], [77], [86], [87], [88],

West Berks: on a roadside at Appleford [59] in 1960. On dumped soil by Fair Mile (RNG) [5683] in
1975. Waste ground in Faringdon [2895] in July 2002. Atlas 2000: [46], [58], [59]

4 Lavatera L. ‘Barnsley’, L. ‘Bredon Springs’, L. ‘Burgundy Wine’, L. ‘Candy Floss’, L. ‘Kew
Rose’, L. maritima, L. ‘Pink Frills’, L. ‘Rosea’, L. thuringiaca ‘Ice Cool’

Alcearosea L. Hollyhock eh7?7
Althaea rosea (L.) Cav.

In every cottage garden, and one of the commonest garden escapes. Seedlings found in every village
at pathsides, below walls and on disturbed waste ground. Not in Druce, and still a rare casual on
rubbish tips and near buildings in Bowen’s time. Much increased, but never found far from buildings.

Ascot: on pavements on Upper Village Road in Sunninghill. Not in Silwood Park.

East Berks: first records from Reading tip (1961), Smallmead tip (1969-74) and Woodley tip (1975).
Recently at Lambs Lane, Three Mile Cross, Riseley, Rowes Farm, Arborfield, Newland Farm,
Langley Common, Fleet Copse, Wheatlands, Finchampstead, Doles Hill, Limmerhill, West Whitley,
Reading, The Mount, Earley, Childs Hall, Bulmershe, Hurst, Woodley, Sonning, Winnersh,
Ruscombe, Wargrave, Cockpole Green, Kiln Ride, Wokingham, Binfield, Ravensworth, Sandhurst,
Edgebarrow, College Town, Owlsmoor, Great Hollands, North Hanworth, Wildridings, Savernake
Park, The Tip, Hungerford Lane, Shurlock Row, Old Malt House, Waltham St Lawrence, Littlewick
Green, Binfield Park, Shottesbrooke, Altmore, Woodlands, Larks Hill, Cox Green, Warfield Park,
Little Foxley, Stud Green, Warren Row, Shepherds Lane, Burchett’s Green, Holloway, Bisham
Woods, Maidenhead, Furze Platt, North Town, Halfway House, Cookham Rise, Cookham,
Summerleaze Lakes, Cookham Moor, The Bounty, Fernbank Road, Johnson’s Pond, Locks Ride,
Holyport, Fyfield, Bray Court, Guild House, West Dedworth, Sutherland Grange, Clewer Green,
Dedworth, Clewer, Old Windsor. 20% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: first records Abingdon [49] in 1918, Chilton [48] in 1957 and Didcot [59] in 1965.
Coleshill [29] (Plate 1). Frequent and widespread in almost every village. Atlas 2000: all squares
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9 Sidalcea S. candida, S. candida ‘Bianca’, S. ‘Croftway Red’, S. ‘Elsie Heugh’, S. ‘Party Girl’, S.
‘Rose Queen’, S. ‘William Smith’

Abutilon theophrasti Medik. Velvetleaf o th 7
Abutilon avicennae Gaertner, nom. illegit.

East Berks: a bird-seed alien from St George’s Road Reading in 1936 (RDG) and Smallmead tip in
1969.

9 Hoheria H. glabrata, H. ‘Glory of Amlwch’, H. lyallii, H. sexstylosa, H. sexstylosa ‘Stardust’

ELAEOCARPACEAE
Crinodendron patagua Molina em38

A delightful evergreen shrub or small tree with single, long-stalked fragrant white flowers in late
summer and autumn.

Silwood Park: planted (a gift from John Bond at Crown Estates) in 1981 in the shady corner of the
west face of the Manor House behind the Reactor Block in the bed outside the window of the office in
which I wrote Herbivory (1980-82) and from which I observed the planting by Ray Davies. Now
(2006) a fine shade-tolerant tree.

SARRACENIACEAE
[Sarracenia purpurea L. Pitcherplant]

Not in Watsonian Berkshire v.c.22 (either Druce or Bowen), but nearby in Sunningdale (in modern
Berkshire, formerly Surrey) on Chobham Common. Lousley (1976) reports “on Sphagnum.
Presumably deliberately planted but the habitat was chosen with considerable skill. First found in
1968 by A.C. Withers spread over about 1 square metre with offspring but somewhat decreased by
1974”. Still there from 1979-2004 (MJC).

DROSERACEAE

Drosera rotundifolia L. Round-leaved Sundew hr 6 4
Bogs and wet heathy ground on acid peats.

Ascot: “wherever there is an acid bog” in Druce’s time; Sunningwell Bog, Swinley, Buttersteep,
Whitmoor Bog. Englemere (1970), Tower Hill (1974), Kingsride (2004). Not in Silwood Park

East Berks: occasional in bogs on the acid sands, south of 70. Bulmarsh (1883), Wellington College.
Common in all the bogs of the district. Bogs, wet heaths and old peat pits; locally frequent but
decreasing. Triangle Pond, Finchampstead, Owlsmoor, Lower Star Post, Rapley’s Farm, Long Moor
(1983), Wishmoor Bottom (1983 and 2004), Road Research Lab Crowthorne (1983), Broadmoor
Bottom and Owlsmoor (1984 and 2004), east of Caesars Camp (1987). Following birch, pine and
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rhododendron scrub clearance at Gormoor Valley [872658] in 2004. 2% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [76],
[86], [96]

West Berks: rare in the Kennet valley, very rare on Frilford Heaths, extinct or absent elsewhere.
Inkpen Common [36], Wickham [37], Cothill bog [49], Frilford Heath [49], in a bog in the Chilswell
Hills [40], Snelsmore Common and Sole Common [47], Greenham Common [46], Crookham
Common [56], Aldermaston [56], Bishops Green [56], Cold Ash Common [56], Fence Wood [57],
Bagley Wood [50], Mortimer [66], Silchester [66]. Atlas 2000: [46], [49], [40], [57], [67]

Drosera intermedia Hayne Oblong-leaved Sundew hr 6 4
Drosera longifolia auct., non L.

Bogs and wet heathy places. Locally common but with a much more restricted distribution than D.
rotundifolia.

Ascot: recorded from Sunninghill (1966), but I have no further details. There is no suitable habitat
nowadays.

East Berks: Bagshot, Windsor Great Park, Earley Heath, Bulmarsh Heath, Kingsmere, Crowthorne,
Wellington College (1897), Sandhurst (1897), Riseley Common, South Park, Wildmoor Bottom,
Broadmoor, Sandhurst. Bogs; rare and decreasing. Kings Mere (1950), Owlsmoor (1967), Englemere
Pond (1970). Commonest on Chobham Common National Nature Reserve across the border in v.c.17
Surrey. Extinct at many of its former sites, but still at Owlsmoor [8562] in 2003. Atlas 2000: [86]

West Berks: thought to be extinct in all its former stations in the Kennet valley: Snelsmore Common
[47], Greenham Common (RDG) [4864] in 1940, Cold Ash Common [56], Burghfield (RNG) [66]

(all pre-1897); Padworth Common [66] in 1918. Refound in a valley bog on Silchester Common
[6162] in 1983 but not seen since. Atlas 2000: no records.

FLACOURTIACEAE
4 Azara A. dentata, A. lanceolata, A. microphylla, A. serrata
4 Berberidopsis B. corallina
9 Idesia I. polycarpa

94| Scopolia S. carniolica, S. carniolica subsp. hladnikiana

CISTACEAE
Cistus salviifolius L. Sage-leaved Cistus em5
This is the white-flowered plant with 5 sepals, sessile stigma, and rugose, petioled leaves.
East Berks: very rare on a grave in Bisham churchyard 1998-2004.

Cistus ladanifer L. Gum Cistus em5
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Silwood Park: self-sown in the central bed of the Science Park below birches, close to the parent.
June 2000.

Cistus x laxus Ainton f. em5

Silwood Park: there is a record in Clement and Foster (1994): “Introduced, or a persistent garden
escape, among native vegetation in Silwood Park, Reading (Berkshire)” but I do not know anything
about this record (nor do I know how Silwood moved to Reading !). This plant has not been grown in
Silwood Park in my memory (see below).

9| Cistus C. X aguilarii, C. X aguilarii ‘Maculatus’, C. ‘Ann Baker’, C. ‘Anne Palmer’, C. clusii, C.
creticus, C. X crispatus ‘Warley Rose’, C. X cyprius, C. X dansereaui ‘Decumbens’, C. ‘Elma’, C.
‘Grayswood Pink’, C. X hybridus, C. laurifolius, C. libanotis, C. ‘Peggy Sammons’, C. populifolius,
C. X pulverulentus, C. X purpureus, C. X purpureus ‘Alan Fradd’, C. salviifolius ‘Prostratus’, C.
‘Silver Pink’, C. X skanbergii

9 X Halimiocistus X H. ’Ingwersenii’, X H. sahucii, X H. wintonensis, X H. wintonensis ‘Merrist
Wood Cream’

Helianthemum nummularium (L.) Mill. Common Rock-rose chw 6
Cistus nummularius L.

Helianthemum chamaecistus Miller

Helianthemum vulgare Gaertner, nom. illegit.

Short, south-facing calcareous grassland, dry, hilly pastures, roadsides, chalk downs. A common plant
of both the oolite and the chalk, but almost wholly absent from the clays and peaty sands. It delights
in sunny pastures or grassy downs and is found with Anthyllis vulneraria, Sanguisorba minor,
Hippocrepis comosa, Bromopsis erecta, Festuca ovina and Scabiosa columbaria. Principal host plant
of the Brown Argus butterfly.

Ascot: no records. Not in Silwood Park, even in the sown chalk plots.

East Berks: on the chalk escarpment opposite Marlow. Frequent about Park Place, Hurley, Bisham,
Wargrave, Quarry Wood, Culham, Hurley chalk pit, above Cock Marsh and on Winter Hill. 1%
(1km?). Atlas 2000: confined to [78] and [88]

West Berks: an interesting contrast with the distribution of Polygala calcarea (see p. 15) which was
confined to the chalk and not found on the oolite. Ashbury and Idstone [28], Faringdon and Buscot
[29], Combe Gibbet, Walbury Camp, West Woodhay Down and Inkpen [36], Lambourn Downs and
Ridgeway [37], particularly common even amongst tall Brachypodium pinnatum at Seven Barrows
[3282], Letcombe Downs and Whitehorse Hill [38], Cherbury Camp [39], Newbury [46], Ashridge
Wood [47], West llsley, East Ilsley and Lockinge [48], Cothill [49], Wytham and Cumnor [40],
Compton and Hampstead Norreys [57], Kingstanding Hill, Blewburton Hill, Lowbury Hill, Streatley,
Moulsford and Blewbury [58], Wittenham Clumps [59], South Hinksey [50], Basildon, Pangbourne,
Sulham, Bradfield and Englefield [67]. Atlas 2000: all except [56], [66], [68], [69]
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9§ Helianthemum /. ‘Amy Baring’, H. ‘Beech Park Red’, H. ‘Ben Fhada’, H. ‘Ben Ledi’, H. ‘Ben
More’, H. ‘Boughton Double Primrose’, H. ‘Cerise Queen’, H. ‘Chocolate Blotch’, H. ‘Fire Dragon’,
H. ‘Georgeham’, H. ‘Henfield Brilliant’, H. ‘Jubilee’, H. ‘Mrs C.W. Earle’, H. ‘Raspberry Ripple’, H.
‘Rhodanthe Carneum’, H. ‘Rose of Leeswood’, H. ‘The Bride’, H. ‘Wisley Primrose’

STACHYURACEAE

9§ Stachyurus S. chinensis, S. praecox

VIOLACEAE
Viola odorata L. Sweet Violet hr 2

Woodland plantations on nutrient-rich soils, hedgerows, wood borders, open coppices and
churchyards. Early flowering, sometimes repeat flowering in autumn. Flower colour varies from blue,
purple, lilac and peach to pure white. Many of the populations are garden escapes or relics of
planting.

NVC: W8

Silwood Park: long established on a soil heap on a shady roadside close to Silwood Farm; present
from 1979 to 2004. Very common beneath Rosa rugosa on the entrance road to the Science Park in a
variety of colours, probably from topsoil imported in 1988 for landscaping. Much declined by 2001,
over-run by Ranunculus ficaria; two colour forms are present: (a) deep purple flowers; common
throughout the shrubbery; (b) a beautiful, peachy-cream flower.

East Berks: frequent about Park Place, Wargrave, Cookham, Shottesbrooke, Windsor Racecourse,
Windsor Great Park, Frogmore, Earley, Farley, Maidenhead, Winkfield church, Warfield church,
white flowers common at Sonning and Twyford. 19% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: common on banks in villages and in churchyards throughout. Longcot, Faringdon and
Great Coxwell [29], Avington [36], Welford [47], West Ilsley [48], Kingston Bagpuize [49],
Aldermaston [56], Bucklebury [57], Stratfield Mortimer and Burghfield [66]. Atlas 2000: all squares

Viola x scabra F. Braun = V. odoratax V. hirta

West Berks: Basildon [67] in 1893 (OXF), Cumnor [40] in 1895 (OXF), Inkpen Hill [36] in 1933
(RNG), Sulham Wood [67] in 1936.

Viola hirta L. Hairy Violet hr 3
Viola calcarea (Bab.) Gregory

Calcareous grassland, hedge-banks, wood-borders, grassy places, chalk downs, open beech woods.
Absent from acid soils. The early flowering violet of chalk grassland, in bloom in March long before
the grass starts to grow. “Especially abundant on the oolitic limestone and the chalk. A grassy bank
under the shelter of a beech wood when covered with this plant is a lovely sight in spring-time as it is
one of the most freely flowering species in the genus. The colour of the flowers varies considerably”
(Druce, 1897).

NVC: CG 2-5



183

Ascot: no records.

East Berks: locally abundant on the chalk in the far north, but absent elsewhere. Wargrave, common
about Park Place, Hurley, Culham, Quarry Woods, Cookham, Ashley Hill, Stubbing’s Heath,
Maidenhead Thicket, slopes of Windsor Castle, near the grotto in Frogmore. 2% (1km?). Atlas 2000:
[77], [78], [87], [88]

West Berks: rare in the north and the south-east, but widespread in the central chalk. White flowered
forms occur at Wytham [40] and Hampstead Norreys [57]. Atlas 2000: all except [66]

Viola riviniana Rchb. Common Dog-violet hs 4

Woods, hedges, acid grasslands and heathy places. Common and generally distributed except on
grassy chalk downs or in country under corn crops. Very variable. The plant recorded as the purple-
leaved alien garden escape Viola labradorica often turns out to be V. riviniana Purpurea group. Host
to caterpillars of the Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria euphrosyne; the leaves have pale hairy galls of
the midge Dasyneura affinis.

NVC: CG2; U 20; W 8,10,14,21-25

Silwood Park: locally frequent in the woodlands and occasional in acid grasslands. Nash’s Copse,
Gunness’s Bridge, Rookery Copse, etc. Particularly common on the earthen dam of Silwood Lake and
in the woodland immediately behind the dam; spectacular mass-flowering on 16 April 2005. Locally
frequent beneath Arrhenatherum elatius in the older (southern) part of the graveyard at Ashurst. Very
local in acid grassland in Nash’s Field between the grazed part of Block L and the fence of Block P in
June 2005. The dark-spurred plants on Gunness’s Bridge are this species (not V. reichenbachiana)
and possess the typical 1.5mm sepal appendages.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m?
1 0 3 2 17

Ascot: very common in acid grassland in the graveyard of South Ascot church. The purple leaved
form as a garden escape on waste ground on Bridge Road, Sunninghill in July 2003.

East Berks: locally frequent in some of the ancient woodlands as at Billingbear and Great Wood.
Particularly abundant in woods on the western banks of The Cut near the M4 Motorway at Beenham’s
Heath [8575]. 32% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: absent from chalk grassland and chalky arable land, but widespread in the north, south
and east. Atlas 2000: all squares

Viola x bavarica Schrank = V. riviniana x V. reichenbachiana

West Berks: recorded by J.E. Lousley from Hampstead Norreys [5276] in 1937 (RNG).
Viola riviniana x lactea

West Berks: field record by Bowen from Inkpen Common [383641] in 1983.

Viola reichenbachiana Jord. ex Boreau Early Dog-violet hs 3



184

Woods, thickets and shady hedge-banks (as V. silvestris). Much scarcer than V. riviniana. A difficult
distribution to understand. It is very rare on the chalk (which is odd, given its British distribution), but
also rare on the acid sands. It does not like clay either, so it is not at all clear what it does like. Told
by its smaller sepal appendages (less than 1.5mm) and spurs darker than petals.

Silwood Park: first recorded on 20 April 2010 in two nearby sites. In the doorway of Greenhouse 9A
and on the side of Greenhouse 8B by the Header House. Evidently introduced, but there is no record
of these species having been grown experimentally in these greenhouses.

Ascot: very local and rare. Just outside Silwood Park on the flat verge above the ditch outside
Harewood, opposite the main entrance to Buckhurst park [949692] on 18 May 2002.

East Berks: Bisham Woods, rare in Windsor Great Park, Bracknell, Jealott’s Hill. Abundant on paths
and in short grass in Binfield churchyard, and on shaded graves in Finchampstead Church. In woods
at Beech Hill Coverts [7064] in May 2002. 2% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all except the acid [86].

West Berks: there are three hot spots: woodlands on the north-facing slopes of the Kennet [46] and
the wooded hills of Cold Ash [57] in the south, and the woods around Wytham [40] in the Northern
Loop of the Thames. Scattered records elsewhere, with no obvious pattern other than a slight
preference for north-facing slopes. Little Coxwell [29], Kintbury [36], Uffington [38], Irish Wood,
Long Copse, Hamstead Marshall and Enborne [46], Snelsmore [47], Farnborough [48], Appleton,
Cumnor, Sunningwell and Wytham [40], Inwood Copse [56], Frilsham, Hampstead Norreys,
Hermitage and Stanford Dingley [57], Streatley [58], Bagley Wood [50], Basildon, Moor Copse and
Sulham [67]. Atlas 2000: all except [48], [66], [68]

Viola canina L. Heath Dog-violet hp 4 4
Viola canina subsp. canina

A local speciality of sandy, heathy ground (avoiding the clay); very rare and spaced in the 4 corners
of the county. Fens, damp grassland both acid and basic, and dry heaths. Known from V. lactea by
clear blue (rather than cream to greyish violet) petals, leaves ovate (rather than lanceolate) with
cordate or truncate (rather than rounded or cuneate) bases. Druce writes “although local in the north
and the east of the county, this species is frequent in the Kennet and Loddon districts. It appears to be
eminently an arenaceous [sand loving] species, and consequently avoids the Oxford and Kimmeridge
Clay and the Gault formations. In the Wytham meadows it occurred on a stratum of gravel”.

East Berks: heaths between Ascot and Bagshot, Bracknell, Park Place, Windsor Great Park, Loddon
Bridge (OXF) in 1891, Stubbing’s Heath, Wellington College, Finchampstead, Wokingham,
Sandhurst, Cookham Dene, Swinley. Very local; near Wokingham (1965). Now gone from all of its
East Berks locations. Atlas 2000: no records.

West Berks: Inkpen Hill [36], Cothill and Frilford Heath golf course [49], Wytham Meads (OXF)
[40] where it has long been extinct in what Druce called “an unexpected locality”, Burghfield
Common (RDG) [66] in 1917, Pangbourne Meads (LAN) [67] in 1963. Brimpton Common [5763]
Silchester Common [6262]. Removal of the old runway at Greenham Common produced a perfect
habitat on compacted open gravel; there were more than 300 plants in flower at the western end
[4864] on 20 April 2002. About 20 plants in grass near the Laser Tunnel at AWRE Aldermaston
[5963] in 2003. Atlas 2000: [36], [49]

Viola lactea Sm. Pale Dog-violet hp 5 4
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Open spots on lowland heaths, often amongst gorse, prospering after soil disturbance. A local
speciality, but much reduced in abundance. Its distribution is centred on the New Forest and it is
extinct at most of its Berkshire sites.

NVC:H3

Ascot: first record “From a disused brickfield on a heath-covered waste, by the left side of the road
from Bagshot to Ascot Station” (OXF) (Watson 1869); he must mean the Swinley site. Druce knew
the plant from “one or two places on Bagshot Heath”. I have never found it.

East Berks: near Loddon Bridge (1897). Bowen did not find the plant in any of Druce’s locations in
our area. Nor have I. We must sadly conclude that it is extinct in East Berkshire.

West Berks: still present on Inkpen Common in 4 heathy spots [3864], but probably gone from
Thatcham (RDG) in 1936 and from Aldermaston [56], Mortimer Common (OXF) [66] and Three
Firs on Burghfield Common (RNG) [6566] in 1926. The Inkpen population has responded well to
scrub clearance and the introduction of grazing horses; on 8 May 2005 there was a 10m x 12m patch
of plants just north of Arthur’s Seat, growing with Pedicularis sylvatica and Polygala serpyllifolia.

Viola palustris L. Marsh Violet hr 4 4

Marshes, bogs, alder swamps, wet portions of heaths, preferring peaty soils; locally common, but very
rare in the northern part of the county. Still declining in abundance as a result of drainage and habitat
destruction.

NVC: M 24,27; S 1,3; W 4,5

East Berks: Druce considered the plant to be “common only on the acid sands along the southern
boundary of the county”, from Virginia Water in the north-east to Long Moor bog in the south-west.
Absent from all the ground north of 70. “An abundant plant on the Bagshot Sands in the Loddon
district. Swampy gullies in alder woods”, Grebe Pond between Crowthorne and Wokingham (RNG),
Virginia Water, Windsor Great Park, Long Moor bog, east of Ascot Station [9268], Wishmoor
Bottom [8763], Wellington College (RNG). It is now very local and uncommon; one of the best
surviving stations is on Wishmoor Bottom at the Royal Military Academy just north of the second
bridge [877627]. Atlas 2000: [86], [97]

West Berks: except for outlying stations in the Northern Loop of the Thames at Cothill [49],
Chilswell Copse and Hen Wood [40], the plant is confined to the Kennet valley from Inkpen and
Kintbury [36], Snelsmore Common and Upper Ashpiece Woods [47], Greenham Common [46],
Crookham Common, Wasing Place, Bishops Green and Aldermaston [56], Aldermaston Soke, Round
Oak Woods and Ufton Nervet to Burghfield (LAN), Silchester and Mortimer Commons (RNG) [66].
Recently recorded from Tadley Common [6062] (RNG). Atlas 2000: [46], [47], [40], [56], [66]

Viola x wittrockiana Gams ex Kappert Garden Pansy eth 11
Viola x hortensis auct., non Schur

Casual specimens of the cultivated var hortensis are sometimes seen about houses and railway
stations, as at Wellington College Station, Shrivenham, Twyford etc. Petal size is rapidly reduced
when these plants are allowed to run wild, as Druce observed at Shrivenham [28], Grandpont [50] etc.
Casual on rubbish tips; Reading. Records for garden escapes of pansy start about 1963 and are
entirely restricted to tips (i.e. there are no records to self-sown individuals on waste ground from
Bowen’s era). Common in almost every garden, often self-seeding and frequently escaping. Either
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there has been a massive increase in recent years, or botanical recording in towns and villages is more
systematic than in the past (I suspect the latter).

Silwood Park: uncommon and ephemeral; cinder pot stand at the Greenhouses, Cheapside, Ashurst
churchyard, Garden Wood Bank on imported topsoil.

East Berks: widespread but never abundant. 12% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares.
West Berks: Atlas 2000: [28], [29], [36], [38], [39], [46], [49], [40], [66], [68]

Viola tricolor L. Wild Pansy th 4 T
Viola tricolor subsp. tricolor
Viola lepida sensu E.G. Baker et auct., non Jordan

Cultivated ground, common in light sandy soils and in flinty arable fields on the chalk. Druce lumped
V. tricolor and V. arvensis together and recorded 5 varieties: bicolor, bella, segetalis, pubescens and
mentita. Bowen has V. tricolor as local, sporadic and seldom in quantity in arable fields and gardens.
Nowadays, it is occasional on disturbed waste ground in towns and villages, sometimes appearing as
a lawn weed where the turf has become thin.

NVC: 0V 1,27, U 1

Silwood Park: in paths and lawns around the Greenhouses, especially common in May 1996 after the
drought of 1995 had opened up the sward. Header House in compacted ground by the Portakabins in
July 1993 and 1994. Nash’s Field in the seed mix on the Tilman Plots G, H and J; first flowers in May
1993. Drive lawns in 1999. An infrequent garden weed in Cheapside. Uncommon on imported topsoil
at Ashurst lysimeters in May 2004. On the cinder pot standing at the Greenhouses in May 2004. In the
older part of the graveyard at Ashurst on 27 May 2006 after a very dry winter. Rare in Ashurst
Lysimeters on 1 September 2009 following herbicide treatment and late cultivation in June 2009.
Rare on 3 September 2009 in cultivated ground on the edge of the drive at Silwood Lodge following
conversion of the house to student use in spring 2009. Rare, from the seed-bank by the new road to
the renovated Silwood Farm on 29 August 2011.

East Berks: there is a specimen from Ambarrow (RNG) in 1916. Now quite frequent and widespread.
Uncommon on the enormous soil pile overlooking Drift Road at Silver Springs Farm on 17 June
2008. 10% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: Shrivenham [28], Little Coxwell [29], Buckland Warren [39], Besselsleigh, Upper Seeds
Wytham and north of Cothill [40], Peasemore [47], Heath End and Hyde End Mills [56], Cow Lane in
Kennington [50], Pingewood pits [66], Tilehurst (LAN) and Theale [67]. Absent or rare on the chalk
and the northern clays. Atlas 2000: all except [37], [48], [69]

Viola x contempta Jord. = V. tricolor x V. arvensis

Sandy arable ground on Burghfield Common [66], collected by J.E. Lousley in 1927 (RNG), and
from a building site in Tilehurst [67] by Mrs E. Hodgson in 1960 (LAN).

Viola arvensis Murray Field Pansy o th 4
Viola obtusifolia sensu Drabble et auct., non Jordan

Viola arvatica sensu Drabble et auct., non Jordan

Dry arable fields, set-aside, disturbed ground and rubbish tips throughout.
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NVC: OV 1,34,7,9,10,12,21,33

Silwood Park: occasional in all the arable fallows like Silwood Bottom, Ashurst Four Acre Field and
Pound Hill Field. In the cultivation-timing experiment at Pound Hill, it is commonest on the May-
cultivated plots, flowering in September and again in May just before cultivation. Uncommon on
waste ground. Rare in the seed bank beneath old grassland as in Oak Mead and Church Field, where
it shows itself following soil disturbance. Particularly abundant in Silwood Bottom on 8 May 2004
after cultivation of that part of the field had been missed for 18 months. Uncommon on imported
topsoil at Ashurst lysimeters in May 2004. Very abundant in the October-cultivated plot in Block A
on 28 July 2007 following the driest April on record then the wettest May, June and July (much less
abundant on the other three, less shaded Blocks). Rare in Ashurst Lysimeters on 1 September 2009,
following herbicide treatment and cultivation in late spring 2009. Common on 22 September 2009 on
the autumn-cultivated part of Silwood Bottom.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m>
0 0 1 7 7

East Berks: 14% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: Atlas 2000: all squares

9 Viola V. ‘Ardross Gem’, V. ‘Beshlie’, V. ‘Bowles’ Black’, V. ‘Buttercup’, V. ‘Columbine’, V.
cornuta, V. cornuta Alba group, V. ‘Eastgrove Blue Scented’, V. elatior, V. ‘Fiona’, V. ‘Foxbrook
Cream’, V. hederacea, V. ‘Huntercombe Purple’, V. ‘Irish Molly’, V. ‘Jackanapes’, V. ‘Maggie Mott’,

V. ‘Martin’, V. ‘Molly Sanderson’, V. ‘Moonlight’, V. ‘Myfawnny’, V. odorata ‘Alba’, V. ‘Rebecca’,
V. riviniana Purpurea group, V. sororia ‘Freckles’, V. ‘Vita’

TAMARICACEAE

Tamarix gallica L. Tamarisk em7
Tamarix anglica Webb

Occasional as a garden shrub, most often in boundary hedges. Rarely surviving as an outcast.
Apparently not self-sown in Berkshire.

Silwood Park: in the shrubbery at Southwood Halls, planted in 1983.

East Berks: Childs Hall in Reading, Whitley, Ryeish Green, Earley, College Town, Maidenhead,
Kimbersfarm at Fifield. On waste ground by the landfill site on Whistley Park [7873] in 2002. 4%
(1km?). Atlas 2000: [76], [77], [86], [87], [88], [97]

West Berks: in a hedge at Rush Court [69] in 1966. Wild in the roadside at Letcombe Bassett [3785]
in 2004. Atlas 2000: [36], [49]

§| Tamarix 7. gallica, T. ramosissima ‘Rubra’, T. tetrandra

PASSIFLORACEAE
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Passiflora caerulea L. Passion-flower em7

Popular garden climber, sometimes grown for its fruit. The seeds are occasionally bird dispersed to
waste ground some distance from the parent plant.

Silwood Park: a huge woody vine, covered in fruits, discovered when the dense shrubbery at the
southern end of Flowers Halls was thinned out in October 2005. Perhaps originally planted, but I

don’t recollect planting it, and it is in an unlikely site, away from any walls or trellis; probably bird-
SOWI.

Ascot: self sown on ruined walls at Frognall [940681] in September 2005. On the fence of the Water
Board behind the shops on Sunninghill High Street south of the railway [934675] on 4 December
2006 and 20 December 2007.

East Berks: self-sown in Whiteknights Park (1981). On a tall fence on waste ground in Bulmershe
[7573] in July 2002, at Broadmoor [8463] in June 2003 and at Cookham [8985] in September 2004.
Coming up through tarmac on a pavement in Wokingham [8068] in 2004.

West Berks: local and rare on a fence in the centre of Abingdon [4997] in July 2002. On waste
ground in Shrivenham [2388] in September 2004. Abundant and fruiting profusely on chain link
fences in two places in central Wantage [3987] in October 2004.

4| Passiflora P. ‘Amethyst’, P. antioquiensis, P. caerulea, P. caerulea ‘Constance Elliot’, P. citrina,
P. X exoniensis, P. racemosa, P. X violacea

CUCURBITACEAE
Cucumis melo L. Melon e th 7

Seedlings from discarded melon pips are common on compost heaps, but the plants never make it to
maturity. Occasionally found growing with tomatoes on sewage beds.

West Berks: on waste ground at Abingdon [4896] in 1995.

Cucumis sativas L. Cucumber o th 7
Mostly grown under glass, and not frost hardy, so never seen naturalised in Berkshire. An occasional
throw-out on tips in autumn. Large numbers of named F1 hybrids are sold through seed catalogues
(e.g. there are 80 different F1 cucumbers listed in the twelfth edition of The Seed Search (Platt,
1977)).

East Berks: Woodley tip [7774] in 1975.

West Berks: on abandoned allotment at Cow Mead, Grandpont [5104] in October 2002.

Cucurbita maxima Duchesne ex Lam. Pumpkin o th 7

A vigorous trailing annual grown in gardens as winter pumpkin, autumn squash, winter squash or
gourd. They have highly decorated fruits and are often grown for ornament rather than for eating.
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East Berks: rare casual on warm rubbish tips; Reading (1961).
West Berks: on abandoned allotments in Botley [4906] in September 2002.
Cucurbita moschata (Duch. ex Lam.) Duch. ex Poir  Butternut o th 7

Also known as winter squash and pumpkins, these are occasionally grown on allotments. They
include the curious, hook-shaped pumpkins.

Cucurbita pepo L. Marrow o th 7

A wide variety of vegetable marrows, zucchini (courgette), autumn pumpkins, vegetable spaghetti,
summer squash and ornamental gourds are grown in gardens and can be found as outcasts on tips in
autumn. The ornamental cultivar “Turks Turban’ produces deep reddish-orange pumpkins with white
and green striped markings.

Silwood Park: locally dominant growing through the deer fence surrounding the student allotments in
Silwood Bottom in September 2002.

East Berks: Reading tip [77] in 1961, South Hinksey tip [50] in 1965, Smallmead and Woodley tips
[77] in 1971. On waste ground north of Oxford Road in West Reading [7073] in July 2002.

West Berks: Frilford golf course [49] in 1977.
Citrullus lanatus (Thunb.) Matsum. & Nakai Water Melon e th 7

Occasionally found growing with tomatoes and melons as seedlings in sewage beds. The pips are
often thrown out and seedlings can be found on compost heaps in gardens, but they do not last the
winter.

East Berks: Reading tip, 1995.

Bryonia dioica Jacq. White Bryony gsb
Bryonia cretica L. subsp. dioica (Jacq.) Tutin

Hedges, wood-borders, thickets on rich, well-drained soil. Generally distributed but more frequent on
the chalk; very local and rather rare in the heathy districts. First record Sonning (1800). A charismatic
but rather sinister-looking species with its rapid growth and long, wavy tendrils. The details of its
ecological relationship with the other common climbers (Tamus, Lonicera, Clematis, and Humulus)
have not been worked out, but the species seldom grow close together, even though all of them might
be listed as occurring in the same piece of woodland (e.g. Bisham Wood). Because it is unpalatable to
rabbits, it is often abundant on and around rabbit warrens.

Silwood Park: common in bramble thickets, on mesh fences and hedges, and on bare ground under
evergreens. Growing right over the roadside deer fence at the Pound Hill fallow experiment in June
2002 and still there in June 2008. Frequent on the rabbit warren under the line of Cypress trees in the
graveyard at Ashurst. On the bonfire site at the Walled Garden in 2004.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m?
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Ascot: scattered, isolated individuals at Ascot Place, Sunninghill, Ascot Station, Charters Road,
Sunningdale, Blacknest Park, Johnson’s Pond, Frostfarm Plantation, Winkfield Lodge, Great Meadow
Pond, Windsor Great Park. On the last soil pile by New Mile Road after most of the racecourse
construction work was complete in September 2006.

East Berks: a curiously patchy distribution (see web-site map). Common on railway ground at Kings
Meadows Reading in September 2007. Very local on the enormous soil pile overlooking Drift Road at
Silver Springs Farm on 17 June 2008. 36% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: Atlas 2000: all squares

SALICACEAE

Species in the family Salicaceae are dioecious, which means that males and females are separate
genetic individuals. They also tend to produce their flowers long before their leaves are mature. But to
be sure of identification, you need both male and female flowers, plus mature leaves. In order to get
male and female material, you need to collect from two different plants. To get flowers and mature
leaves, you need to revisit exactly the same individual on two different occasions. This means that
unless you are very careful, you run the risk of collecting male and female specimens, and flower and
leaf material from different species. No wonder then that willow and poplar taxonomy has been so
confused for such a long time. If you want to identify willows or poplars, then R.D. Meikle’s book
Willows and Poplars of Great Britain and Ireland (1984, BSBI) is essential.

Populus balsamifera L. Fastern Balsam-poplar e mm 2

Narrow in outline and often highly suckered, both sexes are present. Told from R. trichocarpa by its
unridged (not conspicuously angled) young branchlets and leaves that are widest well above the
insertion of the petiole (not widest at the base). Occasionally planted in towns: Reading, Windsor,
Maidenhead, Newbury.

Populus ‘Balsam Spire’ Hybrid Balsam-poplar = P. trichocarpa x P. balsamifera

One of the most commonly planted poplars as a shelterbelt and for screening ugly buildings. This is a
female clone with a narrow canopy (subfastigiate) with the lowest branches originating at 45° and no
pendant twigs (cf. P trichocarpa and P. balsamifera). Occasionally planted in towns: Reading,
Windsor, Bracknell, Wokingham, Newbury.

Populus alba L. White Poplar e mm 3
Woods, hedges, plantations and damp hedges in small quantity. Much planted, especially in damp
places by roads, and suckering extensively to form substantial thickets. The male tree is very rare in

Britain. Leaves are mined by Phyllocnistis xenia.

Ascot: local and rare. Heatherwood Hospital, Sunningdale Park. Not in Silwood, where the white-
leafed poplar is P. X canescens.
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East Berks: by the lake in Park Place, Ruscombe, Nuptown Lane, Harvest Hill, Bracknell, Windsor,
Sandhurst. Scattered throughout, but commonest in the Thames valley. Suckering freely at the rear of
3M on Cain Road Bracknell on 2 September 2007. 7% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all except [78]

West Berks: scattered in the Thames valley, absent or rare elsewhere. Buckland [39], Buscot [29],
Cumnor [40], Wytham [40], Boar’s Hill [40], Uffington [38], Abingdon [49], Sulham [67],
Bucklebury and Stanford Dingley [57], Mortimer [66], Aldermaston Decoy [66]. Atlas 2000: all
squares

Populus x canescens (Aiton) Sm. Grey Poplar = P. alba x P. tremula e mm 3
Populus alba L. var. canescens Aiton
Populus x hybrida M. Bieb.

Damp oak and alder woods in small quantity; absent from the chalk. Told from P. alba by the fact
that the leaves on the long terminal shoots are toothed (not distinctly palmately 3- or 5-lobed) and the
bracts are tattered (not entire or toothed). Although the parent species are both reasonably common in
Britain, it appears that most British material of Grey Poplar is vegetatively propagated from
introduced plants. In Berkshire, almost all of the plants are male, so recruitment from seed probably
never occurs.

NVC: W5

Silwood Park: a conspicuous stand in the woodland behind William Penney (up to 62cm bhg in
1979); sends out suckers many metres into adjacent beds and grassland. Rare amongst the naturally
regenerated oak and birch in Merten’s Acres. The largest (85cm bhg in 1979) of the two trees near
The Tip blew down in the Great Storm of 16 October 1987. These trees are host to a species of
Boletus new to science, which I hope will be named B. silwoodii by Alan Hills in due course. Large
plants survive in 2003 in the damp clearing where the Ashurst Path used to cross through Rookery
Copse. In the hedge behind the telephone kiosk near Knight Frank on London Road.

Ascot: rare in wet woodlands at South Ascot

East Berks: Ruscombe, Twyford, Wargrave, Bowsey Hill, Harvest Hill, Home Park and Windsor
Great Park. 7% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: Shrivenham and Beckett Park [28], Buscot [29], Great Park Wood [37], Buckland and
Buckland Warren [39], Greenham and Bagnor [46], Marcham, Buckland and Abingdon [49], Boars
Hill, Eynsham, Cumnor and Wytham [40], Aldermaston and Carbins Wood [56], Hampstead Norreys
[57], Blewbury [58], Appleford [59], Didcot [59], Wittenham [59], Padworth [66], Tidmarsh [67].
Atlas 2000: all except [68], [69]

Populus tremula L. Aspen mm 2

Woods, hedges, and heaths, often suckering to form extensive thickets. Locally abundant in south
Berkshire, but absent from the chalk and northern clays. The commonest leaf miners are Stigmella
assimilella and Ectoedemia argyropeza, galls are by Harmandia globuli on midrib, Syndiplosis petioli
on petioles, and you may find adults of the brilliant, golden-green beetle Chalcoides fulvicornis.
NVC: W 5,6,8,10,16

Silwood Park: there is a dense thicket on the north side of the Ashurst Path that invades the grassland
on Rookery Slope and has to be ruthlessly bush-hogged every 2 years or so to keep it in check.
Cheapside, Ashurst, Silwood Farm, Water Meadow, Reactor Block. In the London Road hedge next
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to the telephone kiosk by Knight Frank, and opposite the back gate to Silwood Farm by the Cheapside
path. The natural regeneration scored in July 2007 in the 1996-cultivated ground at Oak Mead was
restricted to the rabbit-fenced, methyl bromide treated plots, where it was heavily browsed by roe
deer.

Ascot: frequent in damp acid woods at Sole’s Pond, Swinley, Englemere, Kingsride, South Ascot,
Coronation Road, Ascot Station, Ascot Heath, Kings Beeches, Charters Road, Blacknest Road, North
Ascot, Ascot Place. In scrub between the fairways on Ascot Heath golf course, and locally dominant
in the northern triangle of Ascot Racecourse.

East Berks: occasional throughout in damp oak woods, mostly on rather acid soils. Wellington,
Sandhurst, Wishmoor Bottom, Ambarrow, Finchampstead, Bearwood, Earley, Wokingham,
Bracknell, Windsor Great Park, Ashley Hill. 23% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: occasional to the south of 75 and in the Northern Loop but absent or rare elsewhere.
Shrivenham and Beckett Park [28], Buscot [29], Great Park Wood [37], Buckland [39], Greenham
[46], RAF Welford [47], Marcham and Abingdon [49], Boars Hill [40], Eynsham [40], Cumnor [40],
Wytham [40], Aldermaston [56], Hampstead Norreys [57], Blewbury [58], Appleford, Didcot and
Wittenham [59], Padworth [66], Tidmarsh [67]. Atlas 2000: all except [48], [68], [69]

Populus nigra L. Black-poplar mm 4
Populus nigra subsp. betulifolia (Pursh) Dippel
Populus betulifolia Pursh

A charismatic native tree of riversides, fens and damp hedges, local and in small quantity; absent
from the chalk and from east Berkshire. “In all our river valleys and a conspicuous feature in the
scenery of the Thames Valley” (Druce) is perhaps an exaggeration. From a distance, it is told by its
heavy, down-curving branches with upturned tips, broad rounded canopy and heavily burred trunk.
Close up, the leaves are longer than they are broad, and have serrate margins with straight (not
hooked) teeth. Host to several kinds of galls: midrib aphid Pemphigus filaginis, twisted petiole P.
spirothecae, purse gall petiole P. bursarius, leaf Eriophyes varius and swollen glands F.
diversipunctatus. The leaves are mined by Stigmella trimaculella, Aulagromyza populi and
Phyllocnistis suffusella.

NVC: W5

Silwood Park: young trees planted on the bank above the stream by the Walled Garden in January
2004 were all eaten by deer. One plant, better protected from deer, was planted in the same location
on 17 April 2009.

Ascot: no records.

East Berks: very rare, and extinct at several of its former stations. Shinfield, Loddon Bridge,
Easthampstead Park (RNG) in 1914. All but restricted to the Loddon valley, absent or extinct
elsewhere. Atlas 2000: [77], [87]

West Berks: commonest in the Thames valley, rare in Kennet valley and absent elsewhere. By Acorn
Bridge on the floodplain of the R. Cole [215881], Buscot [29], Stanford-in-the-Vale, Buckland and
Pusey Common Wood [39], Bagnor [46], Steventon [49], south side of Greenham Common [505634],
Thatcham [56], Frilsham [57], Blewbury (RNG), Streatley (RNG), South Moreton (OXF),
Bradford’s Brook Wallingford and East Hagbourne [58], Appleford (OXF) [59], Sulham and
Pangbourne [67], Rush Court [69]. Atlas 2000: all except [36], [47], [40], [50], [66]
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Populus nigra “Italica’ Lombardy Poplar e mm 4

Planted and often a conspicuous feature of the landscape, often in long avenues as at Foliejon Park
[9075]. Common around playing fields in towns and on industrial estates. Narrowly fastigiate with
glabrous shoots. This is a male clone, propagated vegetatively and hence not naturalized.

Silwood Park: locally frequent. A line of tall trees separates the conifer plantation of Hayes Wood
from the naturally regenerated oak woodland (formerly turnip and barley field) of Merten’s Acres.

Ascot: no other records; not a feature of the Ascot landscape.
East Berks: Atlas 2000: all squares
West Berks: Atlas 2000: [28], [29], [38], [39], [46], [47], [48], [49], [40], [56], [58], [50], [67]

Populus x canadensis Moench Hybrid Black-poplar = P. nigra x P. deltoides e mm 3
Populus x deltoides auct., non Marshall

Populus x serotina Hartig

Populus x canadensis Moench var. serotina (Hartig) Rehder

Populus x euroamericana (Dode) Guinier ex Piccarolo, nom. illegit.

Plantations and hedges on damp soils in small quantity; absent from the chalk. Upswept lower
branches (not twigs) and leaves with sessile glands near junction with petiole. Stace lists 8 named
cultivars (‘Gelrica’, ‘Serotina’, ‘Regenerata’, ‘Marilandica’, ‘Heidemij’, ‘Eugerei’, ‘Robusta’ and
‘I78”) but the distribution of these clones within Berkshire remains to be worked out. Second only to
Tilia x europaea as a host for Mistletoe, Viscum album, as in Silwood, Windsor, Holyport and at
Thatcham church. The leaves are mined by Stigmella trimaculella.

Silwood Park: planted by the Met Tower, in the churchyard at Ashurst, by the Ashurst Path, where
there are several Viscum album.

East Berks: not in Druce, but planted throughout. 14% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares
West Berks: throughout, but rarest on the chalk. Atlas 2000: all except [36], [69]

Populus trichocarpa Torr. & A. Gray ex Hook. Western Balsam-poplar e mm 3
Populus balsamifera L. subsp. trichocarpa (Torrey and A. Gray ex Hook.) Brayshaw

Few or no suckers, these are mostly male plants with rather straight sided leaves (triangular rather
than rounded). Often planted in small, even-aged plantations. Told from P. balsamifera by its
conspicuously angled young branchlets.

West Berks: by a pond at Chapel Row [5669] in 1988.

Populus x jackii Sarg. Balm-of-Gilead = P. deltoides x P. balsamifera e mm 3
Populus x tacamahacca auct., non Miller

Populus x candicans auct., non Aiton

Populus x gileadensis Roul.
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Plantations and hedges on damp soils in small quantities. Young branches rounded, conspicuously
pubescent, all female; mature trees suckering freely. Leaves serrate (not crenate) and buds balsam-
scented. Includes the variegated P. X candicans ‘Aurora’.

Silwood Park: there is an exceptionally vigorous individual of ‘Aurora’ in the grass strip separating
the two car parks of CABI and M-Scan. Planted at the same time as the Quercus mexicana and Acer
rubrum ‘October Glory’ that flank it, and completely dwarfing them. This tree was felled in January
2004, having out-grown its location.

East Berks: not in Druce. Bracknell (1964), Trilakes (1977), Virginia Water (1987). The cultivar
‘Aurora’ was suckering underneath the pavement and breaking up the tarmac in White Waltham
[8577] in 2003.

West Berks: not in Druce. Appleton Lower Common, Swinford Farm and Youlbury [40], Brimpton
[56], Stanford Dingley [57], Moulsford Downs (RNG) [58], Radley in 1918 and Sutton Courtenay
[59], Bagley Wood [50], Englefield (OXF) in 1903 and Pangbourne in 1918 [67].

Populus x generosa A. Henry = P. deltoides x P. trichocarpa e mm 3
West Berks: in gravel pits at Sutton Courtenay [5094] in 1988

4 Populus P. ‘Balsam Spire’, P. X canadensis ‘Aurea’, P. X canadensis ‘Eugenei’, P. X canadensis
‘Robusta’, P. X canadensis ‘Serotina’, P. X candicans ‘Aurora’, P. grandidentata, P. lasiocarpa, P.
tremula ‘Pendula’, P. trichocarpa, P. wilsonii, P. yunnanensis

Salix pentandra L. Bay Willow em5

Wet ground by ponds and streams; not native in Southern England, and always planted in Berkshire.
Only males are found. The leaves are glabrous and only 2-4 times as long as wide. There are 4 or
more stamens.

NVC: W 4

East Berks: no records.

West Berks: not in Druce. Two bushes by the Old Mill at Aldermaston [56] in 1961, and planted on
the bank of the R. Kennet at Avington [36] in 1977 and at Sutton Courtenay Manor [59] in 1982.

Salix euxina [.V. Belyaeva (S. fragilis auct. non L.) vice S. fragilis L.

Salix x fragilis L. Crack-willow o mm 4
Salix x fragilis L. vice S. x rubens Schrank

Salix x fragilis nothovar. basfordiana (Scaling ex Salter) Stace*

vice Salix x rubens nothovar. basfordiana (Scaling ex Salter) Meikle

River-sides, locally abundant, but uncommon in wet woodland. Rare on the chalk and on very acid
soils. Mostly planted, but the plants of var. fragilis have sparsely hairy young leaves with even
serration and are found as both males and females. The var. furcata has oddly forked catkins and
broad leaves (up to 3cm or more) and is probably a vegetatively propagated sport, the whole
population representing a single clone. Another male is var. decipiens but its catkins are unforked and
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it has shiny, very pale coloured twigs. Much the commonest is var. russelliana (Sm.) W.D.J. Koch
Bedford Willow which is female and has long narrow leaves with uneven teeth. The distribution of
the varieties in Berkshire has not been worked out. The leaves are attacked by the conspicuous
cherry-red, bean galls of the sawflies Pontania viminalis (spherical), P. pedunculi (hairy), P. vesicator
(kidney shaped), P. proxima (bean gall), the curious Camellia gall (or rosette gall) of the gnat
Rhoabdophaga rosaria, and the small white hairy pin galls of Eriophyes tetanothrix, branch galls of
Euura amerina (rough brown) and Rhabdophaga salicis (smooth green). The leaves are mined by
Stigmella obliquella and Ectoedemia intimella. The tree is host to one of the biggest of all aphids,
Tuberolachnus salignis.

This species has an interesting history as an alien invader in countries where it was taken by European
settlers in the nineteenth century. In New Zealand, for instance, it is a great nuisance because its
fragile shoots break off so easily and root so readily, that vegetative offspring of one plant can rapidly
choke an entire watercourse. Almost all the New Zealand trees are male, and may well be from a
single clone.

NVC: OV 30; W 5,6

Silwood Park: uncommon in wet woodlands and swamps at The Willows, Cascade Marsh, The
Marsh, Wood Bank, Rookery Slope. The tallest colonist of the “95 Islands” at the western inflow to
The Lake. During the severe drought of 1995, the twin banks of mud flanking the inflow channel
were exposed for the whole growing season. These were densely colonised by willow seedlings
(mostly S. atrocinerea) with the result that they instantly became terrestrial habitats. Only later were
the islands colonised by more traditional “early successional” aquatic plants like Typha latifolia. The
succession was effectively short-circuited by the drought. Ten seedlings uprooted from the gravel
beds at Ashurst on 18 September 2008.

East Berks: Wargrave, Sonning, Cookham, Bray, Loddon, Ruscombe, Blackwater, Bisham.
Dominant along stretches of the R. Thames and its tributaries, as at Windsor Racecourse.

44% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: all the records are of planted individuals. Atlas 2000: all squares

Salix x rubens Schrank Hybrid Crack-willow = S. alba x S. fragilis

A wide range of phenotypes are planted in wet places and by streams and rivers. The plants with
yellowish-orange twigs, that glow so conspicuously in winter sunshine, are nothovar. basfordiana

(Scaling ex S.J.A. Salter) Meikle.

West Berks: Bablockhythe and Appleton [40], Radley pit [59] (OXF), Burghfield [67] (LAN det.
R.D. Meikle).

Salix x pendulina Wender. Weeping Crack-willow = 8. fragilis x S. babylonica
Salix x babylonica auct., non L.

Salix x blanda Andersson

East Berks: at Strand Mere [8580] in 1958 (det. at Kew).

Salix alba L. o mm 4

This is the classic Thames-side willow. Sides of rivers and pools, damp hedges etc. Locally common
and often pollarded. Mr G.D. Leslie painted his picture of Willow, willow from the banks of the
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Loddon. Absent from the chalk and the very acid soils of south-east Berkshire. So widely planted that
its self-sown distribution within Berkshire in impossible to fathom. Much less abundant than Salix
fragilis but locally dominant by the larger rivers.

Silwood Park: very local and rare. Three trees in wet woodland in The Marsh, bordering Cemetery
Field. Seedlings amongst head-high nettles in the horticultural dump in Rookery Copse in August
2011.

Ascot: no records other than the Silwood plants.

East Berks: common by the Loddon and Thames in [76] and [77] but much more local elsewhere.
Remenham, Moor Green, Cabbage Hill, North Bracknell, Shepherds Lane, Hurley Meads, Temple,
Thames Lock, Summerleaze Lakes, Foliejon Park, Oakley Green, Oakley Court, Leiper Hill, Great
Meadow Pond, Cumberland Lodge, Old Windsor, The Priory, Ham Island. Occasional to the north of
70, rare or absent to the south. 9% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: occasional throughout the Thames and Kennet valleys, especially at the waterside, but
absent or rare in the interior (i.e. north of 75 and south of 85). By the canal in central Newbury
[4767]. Dominant by the Thames at Donnington Bridge [5204]. Frequent in Reading’s Lake District
[66] and [67]. Atlas 2000: all squares

Salix alba var. vitellina (L.) Stokes Golden Willow mm 4

These willows are grown for the winter interest of their brightly coloured shoots. They are told from
the coloured twig cultivars of Cornus at once by the buds: willows have alternate buds, and dogwoods
have their buds in opposite pairs. Much used in landscaping schemes in towns and planted widely on
motorways and dual carriageways.

The classic yellow-twigged willow is var vitellina; the shoots need to be cut down to a stump every
year or two to ensure the best colour; var britzensis has bright orange red twigs and var. chermesina
has carmine red twigs.

Salix x sepulcralis Simonk. Weeping Willow = 8. alba var. vitellina x S. babylonica
Salix x babylonica auct., non L.

Salix x sepulcralis Simonkai nothovar. chrysocoma (Dode) Meikle

Salix x pendulina Wender. var. elegantissima (Koch) Meikle

Much confused in the past. A key to the 6 different Weeping Willows is on p.59 in Meikle (1984).
The key features you need to note are these: whether the catkins are sessile or pedunculate, whether
the leaves are finely or coarsely serrate, whether the twigs are golden and very pendulous or olive and

not very pendulous, whether or not the ovary has short hairs at the base, and whether the ovary is
subsessile or distinctly pedicellate. I hope you have got all that.

Silwood Park: a large planted tree at the entrance to Silwood Farm.
East Berks: Boulter’s Lock, Maidenhead.
West Berks: at Tubney Pond [4398] in 1954 (det. R.D. Meikle)

Salix triandra L. Almond Willow om3
Salix triandra L. var. hoffmaniana (Smith) H. Watson
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By rivers, ditches, ponds and gravel pits in small quantity. Absent from the chalk and rare on acid
soils. Locally common as a small tree or shrub. Known from S. alba and S. fragilis by stipules large
and persistent to maturity and by smooth, flaking bark. The twigs are glabrous and have strong ridges
or angles.

Ascot: no records.

East Berks: Jouldern’s Ford, Hurley, Bray, Bisham, Sonning, Twyford, Wargrave, Cookham,
Ruscombe. All but confined to the Thames from Sonning to Remenham. Common at the Loddon Lily
site [767837] close to the Upper Thames Boat Club at Remenham in 2002. Atlas 2000: [78]

West Berks: occasional along the Thames and Kennet valleys but absent from the interior. Lechlade
[29], Milton Pond, Steventon, Cothill Fen and Dry Sandford Pit [49], Appleton [40], Aldermaston
[56], Lowerhill Farm Wood, Radley and Sutton Courtenay [59], Kennington [50], Burghfield (LAN)
and Theale [66], Pangbourne [67]. Atlas 2000: [29], [49], [40], [56], [59], [50], [66], [67]

Salix x mollissima Hoffm. ex Elwert Sharp-stipuled Willow = S. triandra x S. viminalis
West Berks: Wytham [40] in 1893 (OXF), Radley [59] in 1897 and Kennington [50] in 1892 (OXF).

Salix purpurea L. Purple Willow m 3
Salix purpurea L. subsp. lambertiana (Smith) Macreight

Fens and by rivers, canals and ditches, ponds and gravel pits local and in small quantity. Absent from
the chalk and rare on acid soils.
NVC: W1

East Berks: common by the Thames from Henley to Marlow. Windsor, Bray, Hurley, Cookham,
Wargrave, Wokingham, Loddon Bridge, Barkham, etc. Cock Marsh (1982), planted at Whiteknights
Park (1975). Now rare on the Thames and Loddon. Atlas 2000: [77], [78], [88]

West Berks: occasional in the Northern Loop and along the Kennet valley. Absent or rare elsewhere.
By the R. Thames east of Lechlade [29], Newbury [46], Great Wood [5165], Sutton Courtenay Manor
and Didcot [59], Theale (LAN) [67]. Atlas 2000: [29], [38], [39], [46], [49], [40], [56], [59], [50],
[67], [68]

Salix x rubra Huds. Green-leaved Willow = S. purpurea x S. viminalis

This hybrid is usually planted, but it can occur spontanecously when the parents grow together.
Sometimes indicates the presence of former osier beds, as it was once a popular willow with basket
makers. Told from the parents by the green under-leaves (S. viminalis is sericeous beneath) and the

pubescence of young stems and leaves (S. purpurea is glabrous). It has bright red anthers.

Silwood Park: local and rare in the swampy part of Farm Wood on the bend in Farm Road. First
recorded on 10 March 1980 and still there (but struggling in dense shade) in 1999.

East Berks: on the south-east corner of Heath Lake [8265] and planted in Whiteknights Park [7371].

West Berks: Faringdon [29], Newbury [46], Farmoor [40], Tilehurst [67] in 1895 (OXF).
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Salix x forbyana Sm. Fine Osier = S. purpurea x S. viminalis x S. cinerea
West Berks: Eynsham Lock [40] (OXF) (det. EFW), Wytham [40], North Farm [5892].
Salix daphnoides Vill. European Violet-willow e mm 2

Known by its dark purple stems with a plum-like bloom that is easily rubbed off, and by the leaves
being relatively short (less than 5 times as long as wide). The branchlets are not pendant.

East Berks: planted at Dinton Pastures [77] and Broadmoor Bottom [86].

West Berks: Caldecott Road, Abingdon [4996] (OXF) (det. R.D. Meikle).

Salix viminalis L. Osier

Pond-sides, marshes, meadows, osier holts. Common and generally distributed. By streams, ditches,
ponds and gravel pits. Occasional, but absent from the chalk and the very acid soils in south-east
Berkshire.

NVC: W 1,5,6

Ascot: no records.

East Berks: occasional north of 70 and in the Blackwater valley; absent or rare elsewhere. Atlas 2000:
all squares

West Berks: scattered throughout but commonest in the Kennet valley and rarest on the chalk. Atlas
2000: all squares

Salix x sericans Tausch ex A. Kern. Broad-leaved Osier = S. caprea x S. viminalis

Salix x laurina auct., non Smith

Salix x smithiana auct., non Willd.

East Berks: Coleman’s Moor (RNG), Pinkneys Green (1984) (det. R.D. Meikle).

West Berks: on a clay bank in Gypsy Lane, Tilehurst pits [67] (LAN) and Dry Sandford Pit [49] (both
det. R.D. Meikle), Tuckmill Meadow [2488], Wootton and Tubney Manor Farm [40], south of Theale
[66].

Salix x calodendron Wimm. Holme Willow = S.viminalis x S. caprea x S. cinerea
Salix x dasyclados auct., non Wimmer

West Berks: North Farm, north of Brightwell-cum-Sotwell [59] in 1987.
Salix x smithiana Willd. Silky-leaved Osier = S. viminalis x S. cinerea

West Berks: on the old railway at Didcot [59], by the old canal at Steventon [49], Didcot Power
Station [59] and Dry Sandford Pit [49] in 1990 (det. R.D. Meikle).

Salix x fruticosa Doll Shrubby Osier = 8. aurita x S. viminalis
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West Berks: Abingdon [49] in 1918 (OXF) with earlier, unsupported records from Didcot and Radley
[59] and Ruscombe [77].

Salix caprea L. Goat Willow m 3
Salix caprea subsp. caprea

Oak woods, hedges, river-sides and damp waste ground in towns and on railway embankments;
common and generally distributed. Commoner than S. cinerea in woods on the chalk. The leaves are
large and oval (5-12cm x 2.5-8cm) and densely hairy on the under-side. Tends to be over-recorded for
S. x reichardtii from which it is told by the hybrid’s smaller and narrower catkins, and slender
puberulous dark reddish brown twigs which speak of the presence of S. cinerea. The leaves have red
bean galls of the sawfly Pontania capreae.

NVC: W 4,6,8,14

Silwood Park: much less common than S. cinerea or S. x reichardtii. Met Tower, Oak Mead,
Gunness’s Thicket, Cheapside Playing Field, Old Orchard, Gunness’s Bridge, Weir Wood, Nash’s
Copse, South Lodge, waste ground at Tractor Sheds and Nuclear Reactor. In the hedge of London
Road to the east of Knight Frank. A single individual on 13 July 2007 in quite dry ground inside the
Rhododendron Exclosure, close to the double gates. There were 3 individuals here in July 2008.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m’ 10,000 m>
0 1 7 9 14

Ascot: locally abundant on the trackbed of the abandoned Platform 4 at Ascot Station, growing with
other early successional trees in 1999-2004.

East Berks: 43% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares
West Berks: Atlas 2000: all squares
Salix x reichardtii A. Kern. = S. caprea x S. cinerea

Very common and widespread. A highly variable and puzzling series of phenotypes linking both
parents. Often more common than S. caprea at any given site.

Silwood Park: very commonly regenerated from seed on bare ground near the wetlands where both
parents are found. In Oak Mead and Biodepth II the hybrid is commoner than S. cinerea (and S.
caprea is absent) on ground that was cultivated then treated with methyl bromide in 1996. The
seedlings flourished in the absence of competition. The bushes were over 2m tall by June 2003.
Frequent on gravel beds inside the deer fence, following abandonment of weeding of the Ashurst
Experiment in 2002; these are over 3m tall in 2012. A huge individual filling the space between the
Refectory and the Gents and extending well over Sm tall was removed by contractors, and the root
system dug out on 23 November 2012.

Ascot: on the western edge of Ascot Racecourse. Frequent with both parents in South Ascot Bog and
Sunningwell Bog. Near the Broomhall Stream in Sunningdale and by the gasometer on Bridge Road
in Sunninghill. With both parents in the car park at Ascot Station on 28 October 2009.

East Berks: Cookham [88] (det. R.D. Meikle). Frequent in the old chalk quarry at Cookham Dean
[870856] in 2003. Waste ground in Whitley [7270] in 2003.
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West Berks: Tilehurst pits [67] (LAN), Wootton [40] (OXF), Dry Sandford Pit [49] (all det. R.D.
Meikle). On the top of Holies Down above Streatley [589802] in 2002. On cinder in railway sidings
at Didcot Parkway Station [5290] in 2003.

Salix cinerea L. Sallow m 3
Salix cinerea subsp. oleifolia Macreight Rusty Sallow

Salix atrocinerea Brot.

Salix oleifolia Smith, non Villars

Salix cinerea L. subsp. atrocinerea (Brot.) Piraj¢> and Sobrinho

Damp wood margins, fens, swamps, hedges, ditches, streams, ponds, gravel pits, railway banks and
waste ground in towns; locally frequent in a very wide range of habitats. The leaves are narrow with
some to many stiff, rust coloured hairs underneath, and often very strongly wavy (undulate or
crispate) margins. The stipules are most confusing; they may be large or small, persistent or caducous
(falling off early). Much the commonest willow. Host plant of the Purple Emperor butterfly Apatura
iris and the Poplar Hawk-moth Laothose populi. The leaves are mined by Stigmella salicis,
Phyllonorycter spp. & Ectoedemia intimella, and skeletonized by Lochmaea caprae, and many other
species of Chrysomelids like Melasoma aenea, M. populi, Phytodecta viminalis, etc. Caterpillars of
sallow sawfly often defoliate whole plants, especially by water.

NVC: M 22,24,25,29; OV 26,30,35; S 1,4,15,25; W 1,4,5,6,8,21

Silwood Park: very common in damp shady places. Locally dominant around the margin of The Lake
and by The Farm. A weed (along with the hybrid) in arable land at Oak Mead following cultivation
and methyl bromide treatment (seed blown from the lakeside; no evidence for a seed bank). The main
colonist of the “95 Islands” at the inflow to Silwood Lake, but overtopped by S. fragilis by 2002 (see
p. 220, Plate 11). Self thinning of the stems recruited in summer 1995 was just beginning in May
2007, when stem densities were still higher than 10 m™. A plant overhanging the garden fence of
Virginia Water Lodge in September 2005 had very large, persistent stipules and very pronounced
wavy leaf margins. The natural regeneration scored in July 2007 in the 1996-cultivated ground at Oak
Mead was restricted to the rabbit-fenced, methyl bromide treated plots, where it was heavily browsed
by roe deer. Very common as an immigrant on the Raised Beds at Ashurst, especially on 28 August
2007 after abandonment of weeding. Hundreds of 1-year old seedlings uprooted from the gravel beds
on 18 September 2008.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m?
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Ascot: dominant at the edges of the Marist Convent pond at Frognall [941682] and at Englemere
Pond [905686] in September 2005

East Berks: common throughout. 70% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares
West Berks: Atlas 2000: all squares
[Salix cinerea subsp. cinerea Grey Willow] m 3

No records from Berkshire, but worth checking for in base rich fens. The twigs are persistently
pubescent and the leaves are dull and pubescent on the upperside (they lack the rusty hairs below of
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subsp. oleifolia). Told from the hybrid S. aurita x S. cinerea subsp. oleifolia by the latter’s more
slender, darker coloured, less ashy twigs, leaves with twisted tips and smaller catkins.

Salix x multinervis Doll = S. cinerea x S. aurita

Ascot: in the heather patch by the Cricket Pavilion on Ascot Heath in 2004.

East Berks: Owlsmoor [8462] in 1987 (det R.S.R. Fitter).

West Berks: Barrow Hill [69] (OXF) and Tilehurst [67] (LAN) (both 1963, det. R.D. Meikle).

Salix aurita L. Eared Willow n 4

Hedges, thickets, damp woods and heaths. Not uncommon; Wet heaths, margins of ponds on acid
mud, rarely in fen carr and absent from calcareous soils. Local and decreasing.
NVC: W45

Silwood Park: very local and rare. One small bush on the bank of Garrison Ridge on the Reactor
Track 1979-97. Gone by 1998, having been run over by a lorry delivering to the Engineering Store.

East Berks: Windsor Great Park, Bagshot, Finchampstead, Long Moor, Easthampstead, Wokingham,
Swallowfield, Ascot, Sandhurst, Riseley, Stubbing’s Heath, Ruscombe. Owlsmoor, Wishmoor
Bottom, Ascot, Wellington College. Occasional in the heathy areas south of 70, rare in the Thames
valley and absent elsewhere. 2% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [86], [88], [96], [97], [98]

West Berks: occasional in the heathy parts of the Kennet valley and the Northern Loop, but absent
elsewhere. Inkpen [36], Greenham Common [46], Snelsmore Common [47], Frilford, Cothill Fen and
Barrow Farm fen [49], Turners Green [56], Fence Wood [57], old railway at Hagbourne [58],
Kennington Pool [50], Padworth Common pits and Ufton Park [66]. Atlas 2000: [29], [36], [37], [38],
[46], [47], [49], [56], [57], [58], [50], [66]

[Salix x ambigua Ehrh. = S. aurita x S. repens]

There are no Berkshire records, but this hybrid should be sought on acid heathy ground, in places like
Snelsmore Common [47] where both parents grow together.

Salix repens L. Creeping Willow n 4
Salix arenaria L.
Salix repens L. subsp. argentea (Smith) Camus and A. Camus

Damp heaths, forest rides and margins of acid ponds; local and decreasing on acid soils in south
Berkshire. Absent from the chalk.
NVC: M 16,24

Silwood Park: planted in The Hedgerow on 2 October 1980 with material rescued from the
destruction of Crown Estate forest on the eastern edge of Bracknell, when site clearance began for the
development of Martins Heron. The plants did not survive the ordeal, having been much eaten by
rabbits over the winter of 1980-81.

Ascot: locally frequent in the fen-meadow north or the railway, west of St George’s Lane 1970-2004.
Also in damp rides in the Crown Estates woodlands. In Druce’s time, the plant was found on moist
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heathy ground at Englemere Pond, Sunninghill, Ascot, South Ascot, Sunningdale, Red Lodge
Swinley, Martins Heron. Still at Swinley, Whitmoor Bog, Kingsride, Buttersteep Hill and Englemere
now, much reduced through habitats loss, mainly as a result of housing developments like Martins
Heron.

East Berks: only in the south, on the Bagshot Sands. Bearwood, Bagshot Heath, Earley, Broadmoor,
Riseley, Jouldern’s Ford, Finchampstead, Sandhurst, Ambarrow, Haines Hill. Easthampstead Plain,
Coleman’s Moor, Owlsmoor, Dukeshill golf course [907650] etc. 2% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [76], [77],
[86], [96], [97]

West Berks: restricted entirely to acid heaths on the southern slopes of the Kennet valley. Snelsmore
Common [47], Bishops Green [56], Gibbet Piece, Padworth Common, Silchester Common, Ufton
Park and Wokefield Park [66]. Atlas 2000: [46], [47], [49], [66]

Salix elaeagnos Scop. Olive Willow em4

This is the very narrow leaved, grey-foliaged bush beloved of landscapers. It has strongly revolute
leaf margins and the stamen filaments are fused from the base to half way up. It is told from S.
viminalis by the fact that the underleaf hairs are matted (not appressed) and the catkin scales are
yellowish (not reddish brown).

Silwood Park: planted in several places, most conspicuously by the cycle sheds opposite Flowers
Halls. This plant was dying in September 2007 and dead by spring 2008 when it was cut down.

East Berks: Whitley, Alder Moors, Savernake Park, Grange Farm, Broad Common, North Town
Moor, Bracknell [8569], Bray, Winkfield Road, Windsor Castle. Planted by the side of Westacott
Way [8479], the new road down to Maidenhead Office Park, and at Legoland [9474]. Locally
dominant at the Drift Road end of the old road at Cranbourne Roundabout [929730] in August 2003.
By September 2007 the plant was huge and over-growing the Windsor/Winkfield road-sign facing
down the Drift Road. Atlas 2000: [77], [86], [87], [88], [97]

West Berks: on tipped soil [237876] by the Great Western Railway at what was Shrivenham Station
(now The Fat Dog) on 23 September 2006.

q Salix S. alba subsp. vitellina ‘Britzensis’, S. babylonica var. pekinensis ‘Tortuosa’, S. elaeagnos,

S. exigua, S. fargesii, S. gracilistyla ‘Melanostachys’, S. hastata “Wehrhahnii’, S. helvetica, S. integra
‘Hakuro-nishiki’, S. X sepulcralis var. chrysocoma, S. udensis ‘Sekka’

CAPPARACEAE
Cleome sesquiorygalius Naudin ex C. Huber Spiderflower o th 7
A spectacularly tall garden escape, with very long, prominent stamens.
Silwood Park: rare, open compacted ground at Southwood Halls. One plant in the newly made gravel
track behind the halls, apparently unaffected by recent herbicide spraying; 1 October 1983. Also self-

sown at East Lodge in 1985. Not seen since.

East Berks: rare garden escape in Reading in 1998-2004.
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West Berks: no records

9 Cleome C. ‘Violet Queen’, C. ‘“White Spider’

BRASSICACEAE
Sisymbrium irio L. London-rocket e th 6 §

Waste ground and rubbish tips. Never more than a very rare casual, now extinct. The plant is so called
because it is said to have sprung up so abundantly over London after the Great Fire of 1666.

East Berks: roadsides near Eton (1805, but this record was probably in Buckinghamshire, v.c.24).

West Berks: rare on rubbish tips at Grandpont [50] in 1890, but this ground was built over by 1897.
Self-sown each year in the Oxford Botanic Garden, just north of the river in v.c.23. Wytham Mill
(OXF) [40] in 1893 and Newbury [46] in 1918.

Sisymbrium loeselii L. False London-rocket e th 6
Sisymbrium irio auct., non L.

A rare casual of waste places, long extinct.

East Berks: Ascot in 1929 (OXF).

West Berks: Didcot [59] in 1892 (OXF).

Sisymbrium altissimum L. Tall Rocket e th6 !
Dry waste ground and rubbish tips. Rare and casual, declining.

Silwood Park: very rare on bare waste ground behind M-Scan, on ground where a Portakabin had
stood for many years, killing all the perennial vegetation. Five plants on 28 June 1998 during the first
growing season after the cabin was taken away. Site destroyed by the construction of the new
greenhouses in summer 2000. Whether the seed had lain dormant for years, or was carried into

Silwood when the Portakabin was delivered, we shall never know.

East Berks: not found by Druce. Crowthorne (RNG) in 1917, Reading (1960). <1% (1km?). Atlas
2000: [77], [87], [96]

West Berks: Enborne in 1896 [46], Frilford Heath in 1964 (OXF) [49], Downe House in 1966 [57],
Moulsford in 1918 (OXF) [58], Radley and Didcot Station [59], Tidmarsh Mill in 1911 (RDG) [67].
Atlas 2000: [49], [57], [59]

Sisymbrium orientale L. Eastern Rocket e th6 !
Sisymbrium irio auct., non L.

Cracks in paving, cinder tracks, railway ballast, soil heaps, rubbish tips and waste places. All but
restricted to urban habitats.
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Silwood Park: very rare and sporadic: a few plants on imported topsoil on Garden Wood Bank on 10
May 1989. Not seen since. The site is now a lawn.

Ascot: a rare casual on tipped topsoil on the edge of South Ascot playing fields during levelling
operations; 29 June 2001. Four plants by the recycling skips in the Car Park on Ascot High Street on
6 June 2003.

East Berks: not found by Druce in our area. Shinfield (RNG) in 1944, Loddon Mill (OXF) in 1954,
Woodley sewage farm (1946-60), cinder path in Reading (LAN) in 1956, Maidenhead and Bray
(1958), Reading tip (1960), Twyford (1962), Smallmead tip (1965), in pavement cracks by the dual
carriageway through Windsor (1999). Locally frequent on the enormous soil pile overlooking Drift
Road at Silver Springs Farm on 17 June 2008 where it was more abundant than S. officinale. 1%
(1km?). Atlas 2000: [76], [77], [87], [96], [97]

West Berks: Faringdon tip [29], Pyle Hill Newbury [46], Harwell in a chicken run [48], Cothill
(OXF) [49], Woolhampton by the station [56], on the railway between Cholsey and Moulsford [58],
Didcot (OXF) [59], South Hinksey [50], Theale [67]. About 30 plants in the tip at Roger’s Quarry
[287941] on 13 June 2006 (Susan Erskine). Atlas 2000: [29], [39], [48], [49], [56], [58], [59], [50],
[67], [68]

Sisymbrium officinale (L.) Scop. Hedge Mustard oth 6?1
Erysimum officinale L.

Roadsides, dry arable fields, disturbed hedge-banks and waste places. “Common and generally
distributed; found by our dustiest and most sunny roadsides” (Druce). Widespread but scarce on the
chalk. One of the commonest plants of urban waste ground. It is increasing in abundance because of
the massive switch to Oilseed Rape cultivation by Berkshire farmers since 1980. Naturally, Hedge
Mustard survives the herbicide regime laid down for its close relative, and so it has become a
common and occasionally abundant weed of Rape crops. Host plant of the common greyish black
weevil Ceuthorhynchus assimilis, and C. pyrrhorhynchus which is brown with a red rostrum.

NVC: OV 3,7-9,13,16,18,19,22-25

Silwood Park: one of the commonest ruderals in cultivated and waste ground, and in hedgerows. In
compacted ground, with Plantago coronopus, in the verge of London Road by the telephone kiosk.
On imported topsoil at the Ashurst lysimeter site in May 2004. In Garden Wood on 27 August 2005,
from the seed bank, following clearance of the Lawson Cypress in November 2004 and fencing to
exclude deer and rabbits in February 2005. On the Pound Hill Cultivation Timing Experiment it was
rare on Block B of the May-2006-cultivated plot on 28 April 2007 and rare on Block D of the March-
cultivated plot on 1 August 2007. A frequent weed of barley in Silwood Bottom in June 2009.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m?
0 0 0 5 15

Ascot: local and uncommon on soil piles and bare ground during construction of Ascot Racecourse in
August 2005. A few plants left on 22 May 2007, especially where grassing-over had failed, as on the
corner of New Mile Road.

East Berks: common and widespread 65% (1km?). Uncommon on the enormous soil pile overlooking
Drift Road at Silver Springs Farm on 17 June 2008. Atlas 2000: all squares
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West Berks: absent only from the heart of the chalk Downs. On the roman walls at Calleva Atrebatum
[6462] in 2004. Atlas 2000: all squares

9 Smelowskia S. calycina

Descurainia sophia (L.) Webb ex Prantl Flixweed oth 6
Sisymbrium sophia L.

Waysides, sandy fields, rubbish tips and bare waste ground; local, rare and sporadic. First recorded in
Lyle’s Herball (1660) “upon old walls about Oxford everywhere”.
NVC: OV 3,17,19

East Berks: not found by Druce in our area. Maidenhead (1960), Cookham (1961), Reading (1918).
On the earthen mound of the new flood defences in Stag Meadow at Windsor in 1997; not seen since,
despite repeated visits. Very local on the enormous soil pile overlooking Drift Road at Silver Springs
Farm on 17 June 2008. <1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [77], [88], [97]

West Berks: recent records are virtually confined to the Northern Loop of the Thames: Cothill,
Marcham, Frilford Heath and Fyfield [49], Wytham Mill, Botley, Dry Sandford and Tubney Manor
Farm [40], Didcot [59] and Bagley Wood [50], with records of casual plants from Newbury Station
[46] in 1897 and Thatcham [56] in 1918 to the south. Atlas 2000: [49], [40], [59]

Alliaria petiolata (M. Bieb.) Cavara and Grande Garlic Mustard hp 4
Sisymbrium alliaria Scop.
Arabis petiolata M. Bieb.

Woods, hedge-banks and waysides on nutrient rich soils, copses, river-banks, roadside verges, ditch
banks and waste places. Common and widely distributed. Host to caterpillars of the Orange Tip
butterfly Anthocharis cardamines (look for their bright orange eggs attached to the flower stalks), and
Green-veined White butterfly Pieris napi. This plant is an aggressive alien invader in the deciduous
woodlands of the north-east United States; it has been the target of repeated, failed attempts at
biocontrol.

NVC: OV 10,26; W 8,12,24

Silwood Park: commonest in boundary hedges, as on Buckhurst Road and in Ashurst Four Acre Field
opposite the Marist Convent. Also on old bonfire sites (e.g. Gravel Pit in May 1995, gone by 1998).
In compacted ground, with Plantago coronopus, in the verge of London Road by the telephone kiosk.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m?

0 0 0 1 14

East Berks: common throughout, 82% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares
West Berks: especially common in the past in elm woods. Atlas 2000: all squares
Arabidopsis thaliana (L.) Heynh. Thale Cress th 4

Arabis thaliana L.
Sisymbrium thalianum (L.) Gay
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Waste ground, pavements, brickwork, sandy fields, flowerbeds, heaths, walls, gutters on buildings,
dry open grassland, dry arable fields and cinder tracks. Although common on the dry sandy fields of
the south of our area, it is rare on the clay and all but absent from the chalk. Palatable to rabbits and
much commoner inside rabbit fences than outside.

NVC: 0V 3,39,41; U 1

Silwood Park: one of commonest spring-flowering crucifers in open ground of all sorts. In brick
paving all around the new buildings from 1989-2004. In the arable fallows at Pound Hill, Silwood
Bottom and Ashurst Four Acre Field after autumn cultivation. At the base of old walls of Beech
Grove near Sunninghill Crossroads. Extraordinarily abundant in May 1996 following the great
drought of 1995 which reduced the competitiveness of most of the perennial plant species. Also
abundant 1 May 1999 in the graveyard at Ashurst in rabbit-grazed and disturbed turf. On the cinder
pot-standing at The Greenhouses, particularly common on 5 May 2003 after the pot-standing had
been treated with glyphosate herbicide in summer 2002. Very common in May 2003 after the triangle
at Mill Lane had been dug up in winter 2002-03 for pipe-laying, and still frequent in April 2004.
More abundant on October-cultivated plots at Pound Hill than on the early- or late-spring-cultivated
plots. Planted as one of the 7 species in the Ashurst raised beds experiment, first sown in September
2002. Very locally common in the seedbank beneath old grassland at Heronsbrook Meadow in April
2004 following cultivation in 2003 (where both Cardamine hirsuta and Capsella bursa-pastoris were
equally clumped in their small-scale distributions). In the seed bank below old grassland in Nash’s
Field, but absent from Block B, rare in Blocks A and F, and frequent only in Blocks C and E; very
heterogeneous in its spatial distribution (see p. 49). Common on imported topsoil at Ashurst
lysimeters in May 2004 and 2008. Abundant on 27 May 2006 in the cultivated parts of Ashurst Four
Acre Field after a very dry winter. Abundant on 23 May 2007 in the top corner of Silwood Bottom
following autumn cultivation in 2006. Very abundant in the autumn-cultivated fallow at Silwood
Bottom on 7 May 2008. The plant was particularly abundant in the late spring of 2009, both on the
autumn-cultivated fallows in Silwood Bottom, in the Nash’s Field Cultivation Experiment (e.g. Block
C) and on bare ground by Unit B on the Science Park and concrete around the Header House on 1
May 2009. On Royal Wedding Day 29 April 2011 the plant was dominant over the entire autumn-
cultivated part of Ashurst Four Acre Field, in a year when the Raphanus was almost absent. The
exceptionally wet April of 2012 led to massive populations in the cultivated parts of Nash’s Field
(especially Blocks C, D and E), Silwood Bottom and Ashurst Four Acre Field. Frequent to locally
abundant in October-cultivated ground in Silwood Bottom on 30 April 2013 after a very late spring.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m’ 10,000 m>
0 0 1 20 18

East Berks: least common on the central clays. Common on churchyard paths as at Hurley. 24%
(1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: surprisingly uncommon, yet widespread in the north, south and east, but absent from the
chalk, and only local in the Northern Loop. Atlas 2000: all squares

Isatis tinctoria L. Woad e h7

A rare casual of waste and cultivated ground, formerly grown locally as a crop. Still grown
occasionally in gardens as a curiosity for its attractive, pear-shaped glossy black seeds.

East Berks: not found by Druce. Sutton’s seeds in Reading pre-1897, last recorded from Reading
Abbey (RDG) in 1931. Atlas 2000: no records.
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West Berks: “It was formerly grown around Wantage, but though found very productive it seems is
discontinued” (Mavor, 1813). Templeton [36] in 1918, Whitehorse Hill (OXF) [38] in 1866, Wantage
[38] in 1866. On waste ground at Kingston Bagpuize [4098] in July 2003. Atlas 2000: no records.

Bunias orientalis L. Warty-cabbage ehs5l

Alien by the sides of roads and railways; rare. Sometimes established briefly in grassland and by
roadsides, especially on calcareous soils. In Britain, it is best known as a rare but persistent alien in
Cambridgeshire, where it grows on the Devil’s Dyke on the edge of the fens. In recent years, this
species has increased dramatically in abundance in Central Europe, so that it is now the commonest
yellow crucifer by roadsides in many parts of Germany. It will be interesting to see whether it invades
southern England in due course. It is an attractive plant with neatly triangular leaf segments, the upper
leaves with almost hastate bases.

Ascot: the first recent record for East Berkshire was from South Ascot on 12 July 2005, on the edge
of leveled topsoil, growing with Galega officinalis and Daucus carota, on the eastern side of the new
playing field between Liddell Way and the railway line [92045 67728]. A single large plant, but with
very low rates of fruit production (less than 1 peduncle in 100 bore the characteristic bladder-shaped
fruit). The same individual was flowering on 28 May 2006 but again not setting seed. Still there in
2007, but overgrown by brambles. A strong single individual on 24 May 2008 when the encroaching
Rubus, Quercus and Hippophae were pruned hard back

East Berks: Maidenhead (1881), Wargrave (1893), Knowl Hill. Very rare on the enormous soil pile
overlooking Drift Road at Silver Springs Farm on 17 June 2008. Atlas 2000: no records.

West Berks: Watchfield [29], Letcombe Bowers [38], AERE Harwell [48] in 1980, Garford and
Grove [49], Botley [40], Moulsford, Aston Tirrold and Lollingdon Hill [58], Didcot and Radley [59],
Basildon and Tilehurst (RNG) [67]. The most recent sightings are from a lane-side north of Westmill
Farm [235910] and the edge of a footpath near Aston Upthorpe Down [549841]. Atlas 2000: [29],
[48], [58], [59], [50]

Bunias erucago L. Southern Warty-cabbage eth5 1
Formerly an occasional casual, now rare or extinct. Very distinctive fruits with four wings.

West Berks: recorded by Druce from Didcot [59] in 1897 and Cothill [46] in 1918.

Euclidium syriacum (L.) R. Br. ehs51{
West Berks: Grain alien. Casual in a chicken run at Cothill [59] in 1908 (OXF).

Enarthocarpus lyratus DC ehs5l

East Berks: a casual recorded from Windsor and adjacent Thames side habitats in 1870.

Erysimum x marshallii (Henft.) Bois Siberian Wallflower e ch 4
Erysimum x allionii = E. decumbens x E. perofskianum

This is the wallflower with bright orange flowers. Told from orange flowered E. cheiri by its bilobed
(not divergent-lobed) stigma, and fruits that are square in cross section (not flattened).
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Ascot: on a grave in South Ascot churchyard on 25 May 2004.

East Berks: rubbish tips in Whiteknights Park [7371] in 1974 and another old tip in Reading in 1986.
West Berks: Kennington [50] in 1929 (OXF).

Erysimum repandum L. Spreading Treacle-mustard e th6 |

West Berks: a grain alien of waste places as at Grandpont [50] and on ballast heaps by the railway at
Didcot [59] in 1892. Also at Wytham Mill [40] in 1893 (OXF) and Cothill [49] in 1918.

Erysimum cheiranthoides L. Treacle-mustard oth6 1T

Arable land, garden ground, waste places and disturbed ground on acid soils. Locally frequent in
south Berkshire, absent from the chalk and northern clays. Very plastic in size: less than Scm tall on
the poorest soils, to more than 100cm on the most fertile sites. Possessed of a very long-lived seed
bank, and so moved about with topsoil, springing up wherever imported topsoil is used for
landscaping.

Silwood Park: first recorded on excavated soil from the foundations of the Wind Tunnel 26 June
1985. Increased since a massive influx of seeds in topsoil for landscaping of the Science Park in 1987
but declined again subsequently. Common in flower beds and on sunny waste ground in 1990,
especially around the Greenhouses (but gone by 2003). First seen in arable fallow at Pound Hill
following spring cultivation in June 1997 and again in August 2000; now well established there with
more than 10 plants on 3 August 2005. Occasional in Four Acre Field at Ashurst in August 2010
following October 2009 cultivation.

Ascot: waste ground in Sunninghill, behind Ascot High Street. Very rare on a topsoil pile during
construction of the new grandstand at Ascot Racecourse on 13 September 2005. Rare on the last
surviving soil pile at the racecourse by New Mile Road on 15 September 2006.

East Berks: Wellington College, Wargrave, Paley Street, Coppid Beech roundabout, Maidenhead,
Remenham, etc. 4% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: uncommon everywhere except in the Thames valley from Lechlade [29] to Abingdon
[49]. A few scattered records elsewhere as from Inkpen [36], Wantage old canal [48] and Newbury
[46], Colthrop [56] and the country to the south of Reading [66] and [67]. Locally frequent on Tadley
Common [6062] in 2002. Clearly much increased in range if not in abundance. Atlas 2000: all except
(371, [47], [58], [50], [68], [69]

Erysimum cheiri (L.) Crantz Wallflower och 4
Cheiranthus cheiri L.

On old stone walls, especially of limestone or brick-and-flint. Known from other Wallflowers by its
distinctly flattened fruits and its stigma with two diverging lobes.

NVC: OV 22,39

Ascot: on waste ground in South Ascot (1979-2004). Not self-sown in Silwood Park.
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East Berks: Sonning, Cookham, Windsor Castle, Shottesbrooke. Old limestone walls in the north.
Flint walls of Reading Abbey (1892-2004). 16 % (1km?), but recently most often seen as a garden
escape, rather than established on old walls. Very locally frequent on the enormous soil pile
overlooking Drift Road at Silver Springs Farm on 17 June 2008. Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: frequent only in the Thames valley, and absent from large areas of the chalk and the
Kennet. Shrivenham [28], Little Coxwell [29], Fernham and Faringdon [29], Hungerford and
Kintbury [36], Uffington [38], Longworth [39], Cothill, Hanney, Kingston Bagpuize, Drayton,
Marcham, Abingdon and Garford [49], Dry Sandford, Cumnor, Sunningwell, Wytham and Eaton
[40], Bucklebury [57], Streatley [58], splendid on old limestone walls in Sutton Courtenay, also in
Didcot, Long Wittenham and Radley [59], Kennington [50], Mortimer [66], Pangbourne [67], on old
brick-and-flint walls in Wallingford [68]. Atlas 2000: all except [36], [37], [47], [48], [58], [69]

9 Erysimum E. ‘Bowles’ Mauve’, E. ‘Bredon’, E. ‘Butterscotch’, E. cheiri ‘Harpur Crewe’, E.
‘Constant Cheer’, E. ‘John Codrington’, E. linifolium ‘Variegatum’, E. x marshallii, E. ‘Moonlight’,
E. “Wenlock Beauty’

Hesperis matronalis L. Dame’s-violet e hb5

A common cottage garden plant, occasionally long-established as an escape. River-sides, road-sides,
ditches, woods and waste ground, rare and sporadic. Increased, but possibly not much recorded before
1970.

Silwood Park: by the inflow stream at Cascade Bridge in 1972; still 2 large plants on the southern
bank 16 June 1980. The bank became overgrown and the plants have not been seen since, despite
scrub clearance in February 1995.

Ascot: long-established on the woodland edge by the spread topsoil at the Navarettia site at Manor
Hill in Windsor Great Park [956696] on 24 May 2006.

East Berks: not found by Druce. Roadsides and waste ground throughout. Smallmead tip, Bulmershe,
Hare Hatch, Bisham, Katesgrove in Reading [7172] (RNG). Locally abundant on waste ground near
the cottage in Park Wood Bisham [852842] in May 2003, and by Tesco’s superstore north of the
railway at Reading [7274] in 2004. 6% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: Beckett Park [28], Furze Hills [29], Inkpen and Hungerford [36], M4 interchange J14
[37], by the lake in Benham Park [46], by the R. Enborne at Aldern Bridge [4963], Harwell [48],
Wytham Abbey [40] in 1886, Eaton [4403] in 2004, Wasing pits and Crookham Common [56], river
bank near Streatley [58], South Moreton [59], Burghfield, Silchester Common and Aldermaston
(LAN) [66], frequent all the way from the Pangbourne railway bridge [6277] up the valley to the west
in Northridge Bottom, wood near Tilehurst [67]. Atlas 2000: all except [37], [47], [69]

9 Hesperis H. matronalis var. albiflora, H. matronalis var. albiflora ‘Alba Plena’, H. matronalis
‘Lilacina Flore Pleno’

Malcolmia maritima (L.) W.T. Aiton Virginia Stock e th 5
Wilckia maritima R. Br.

Cheiranthus maritimus L.

A rare alien outcast of gardens, uncommon on waste ground.
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Silwood Park: a single plant on the concrete steps of the Ecology Greenhouse by the Header House
on 3 May 2002.

East Berks: not found by Druce. Rubbish tips, rare and casual. Cookham (1958), Smallmead tip
(1969). River bank by the M4/A33 Interchange [709702] in 1999. Locally frequent on a pavement in
Earley [7571] in August 2002.

West Berks: Newbury [46], Grandpont [50] and Pangbourne [67] pre-1897. Kennington [50] in 1929
as part of the Botanical Exchange Club, Didcot [59] in 1965. Susan Erskine found the plant at
[299952] near a new roundabout where A420 meets A417 in 2003.

4 Malcolmia M. maritima
Matthiola longipetala (Vent.) DC Night-scented Stock e th 5

Told from the other Matthiola spp. by its cylindrical (not compressed) fruits. A common garden plant,
but seldom found as an escape.

East Berks: subsp. bicornis on waste ground in Bulmershe [7573] in June 2002.
4| Matthiola M. incana, M. scapifera, M. fruticulosa subsp. perennis

Barbarea vulgaris W.T. Aiton Winter-cress h 5
Barbarea arcuata (Opiz ex J.S. Presl and C. Presl) Reichb.

Banks of rivers, ditches, moist places, waste ground, roadsides and soil piles, not all of them damp.
Druce recognised 3 varieties which he dug up assiduously, and sent around the Botanical Exchange
Club in 1892 and 1893. Occasional and conspicuous in clumps by roadsides, railways and canals,
locally abundant, but absent from the chalk ridge.

NVC: OV 24

Silwood Park: very rare and ephemeral. Walled Garden; a single plant amongst material moved here
from Kent in 1981. Gone by 1982. Garden Wood, at the edge of the road beyond the Incinerator
beneath rhododendrons opposite the Zoology Greenhouses in May 1986 and 1987. Extinct following
site clearance when Garden Wood was felled to make way for the new Biology Buildings in autumn
1987. One plant in the verge of Ascot Road, opposite the Main Drive Entrance on 7 May 1997. One
plant in the central bed of the Science Park car park in a clearing between the birch and the Cistus on
13 May 2000, and one plant in the East Lodge bed on 17 May 2000. About 200 plants in the grassy
triangle at the Cheapside end of Mill Lane on 13 May 2001, after pipe-laying work had churned up
the ground; down to about 25 in April 2002, just 5 in May 2003, 8 in 2004 and just 5 (all in the
northern corner) in May 2007. There were just 3 plants in the northern corner of the Mill Lane
triangle on 18 May 2008. Two plants in the grassy triangle where Cheapside Road meets Buckhurst
Road on 26 February 2003 and 2 again in May 2004. Three plants in the eastern of the two planting
boxes flanking the main entrance to North Block on 20 May 2006. Still frequent in the western
planter on 23 June 2010, with Allium vineale.

Ascot: a single individual on its own, right in the centre of the wet meadow in Sunningwell Bog, west
of St George’s Lane in May 2003. Just two individuals on the soil pile next to the re-seeded grassland
between Liddel Way and the railway in South Ascot [919677] ] on 24 May 2008.
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East Berks: occasional throughout, but particularly common by the Blackwater River. Occasional on
banks around the car park for the hospital at the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst on 15 May 2008.
Locally frequent on the enormous soil pile overlooking Drift Road at Silver Springs Farm on 17 June
2008. 30% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: a noticeable feature of the Kennet river and canal banks. Occasional patches scattered all
along the verges of the M4 motorway. On the ruins of the Prince of Wales pub at Challow Station
[3590]. Atlas 2000: all squares

Barbarea intermedia Boreau Medium-flowered Winter-cress e hs 5

Sown grassland, waste ground and rubbish tips; rare and sporadic. Told from B. vulgaris by its
pinnate (not entire) upper stem leaves.

East Berks: no records in Druce. Jouldern’s Ford (1966), Sonning (1958), railway by Wellington
College (1962). 2% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [76], [86], [87], [88]

West Berks: first records from Challow (OXF) [38] in 1890, a clover field near Newbury [46] in
1892, Wickham (BM) [37] in 1919, near Bucklebury [57] pre-1897, Wash Common (BM) [46] in
1939, Theale tip (LAN) [67] in 1961. More recent records come from the railway at Newbury [4866]
in 1972 and Benham Lock [4267] in 1978, and from a hedgerow near Newbury [4766] in 1980. Atlas
2000: [37], [46], [56], [67]

Barbarea verna (Mill.) Asch. American Winter-cress e hs 4
Erysimum vernum Miller
Barbarea praecox

A rare alien of waste ground and railways. Told from B. intermedia by its bigger fruits (more than
4cm) and longer petals (more than 5.6mm).

Silwood Park: local and rare on an abandoned student allotment in Silwood Bottom in April 2001;
perhaps introduced as a vegetable crop. Gone by 2002.

East Berks: waste ground, rare and casual. Wargrave in 2 places, Reading, Sonning, Wellington
College Station (RNG) in 1915, the railway at Twyford and Maidenhead (1897). Leighton Park.
Broadmoor (LAN) in 1961. <1% (lkmz). Atlas 2000: [77], [87]

West Berks: first recorded from Newbury (BM) [46] in 1897, by the railway at Uffington [38],
Denchworth [39], Speen [46], commonly naturalised at Newbury Station [4766], Upper Seeds at
Wytham [40], Radley College and Didcot [59], waste ground at Grandpont [50], Theale [67]. Atlas
2000: [29], [40], [59], [66], [67]

Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum (L.) Hayek Water-cress hel 5
Sisymbrium nasturtium-aquaticum L.
Nasturtium officinale W.T. Aiton

Margins of rivers, streams and ditches, in wet places on nutrient-rich mud (as R. nasturtium); Druce
recognised 3 varieties, of which one was R. microphylla, below. Absent from the chalk ridge and
uncommon on the acid soils but otherwise widespread. The seeds are in 2 rows under each valve of
the siliqua. Probably somewhat over-recorded in the past for R. microphlia.

NVC: A 1,3,5,17,20; OV 26,32; S 5,6,12,14,22,23,28
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Ascot: very uncommon. In the ditch next to Charters Road in Sunningdale. It becomes frequent only
after crossing onto the clay at New Lodge. Not in Silwood Park.

East Berks: rare on the acid sands in the south-east, but common in ditches and shallow streams
elsewhere, as at Nuptown and Braywoodside. 12% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: in Druce’s time at the end of the nineteenth century, watercress was extensively grown in
springs thrown out at the base of the chalk escarpment, as at Ashbury and Kingston [28], Uffington
and Letcombe Bassett [38] and Hagbourne [58], as well as in the stream near Bradfield [67] and
Stanford Dingley [57]. Atlas 2000: all squares.

Rorippa x sterilis Airy Shaw Hybrid Water-cress = R. nasturtium-aquaticum x R. microphylla
Nasturtium x sterile (Airy Shaw) Oefel.

East Berks: in Whiteknights Park Lake [77] in 1966.
West Berks: ditch near Kingston Lisle [38] in 1966, and from Dry Sandford Pit [467996] in 1990.

Rorippa microphylla (Boenn.) Hyl. ex A. Love and D. Léve Narrow-fruited Water-cress  hel 5
Nasturtium officinale W.T. Aiton var. microphyllum Boenn.

Nasturtium microphyllum (Boenn.) Reichb.

Nasturtium uniseriatum H. Howard and Manton

Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum (L.) Hayek subsp. microphylla (Boenn.) O. Bolos and Vigo

Margins of ponds and ditches and about springs in woods. By streams and ditches on nutrient rich
mud; more shade tolerant than R. nasturtium-aquaticum; less common, but certainly under-recorded.
Told by the seeds in 1 row (not 2) under each valve of the fruit.

Ascot: first recorded from Sunninghill in 1773. Not in Silwood Park.

East Berks: Reading (LAN) in 1960, Swallowfield, Woodley [7773], ditches and ponds at
Billingbear, etc. Absent to the east of 80, except for single records from Cock Marsh [8886] and
Windsor Great Park. 4% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [76], [77], [87], [88], [97]

West Berks: uncommon except in the Thames Valley, with a scattering of records from the Kennet
Valley. Absent from the chalk and the northern clays. R. Cole at [204976], Boxford [47], Kingston
Bagpuize, Black Horse field and Cothill [49], Wytham [40], Stanford Wood [57], Radley [59], South
Hinksey [50]. Atlas 2000: [36], [39], [47], [49], [40], [57], [58], [59], [50], [66], [67]

Rorippa islandica (Oeder ex Gunnerus) Borbas Northern Yellow-cress th 6
Sisymbrium islandicum Oeder ex Gunnerus
Rorippa palustris auct., non (L.) Besser

Margins of rivers and streams; local, mostly in the Thames Valley. There may have been some
confusion in the historic records in this section of the genus (there are no herbarium specimens). The
fruit is several times as long as the pedicel (2-3 times), but much shorter (0.8-2 times) in R. palustris
(which is the common yellow-cress of gardens and damp, compacted waste ground in towns).

NVC: OV 20,32,35; S 10,23
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Ascot: no records until 2006. Very rare on damp soil by the Straight Mile at the racecourse end of
New Mile Road on 12 September 2006. The plant had fruit 11mm, pedicel 2mm, sepals 1.1mm and
petals 0.7mm.

East Berks: formerly occasional in the Thames Valley, and rare in the vicinity of Reading, but absent
from large areas. Atlas 2000: no records.

West Berks: occasional all along the Thames, rarer in the Kennet: Hungerford [36] in 1975, Turner’s
Green and Brimpton pit [56] in 1986-7, east of Aldermaston [66] in 1982. Atlas 2000: no records.

Rorippa palustris (L.) Besser Marsh Yellow-cress th-hel 6
Sisymbrium amphibium L. var. palustre L.

Damp compacted waste ground and brick pavements, damp gardens, bonfire sites, banks of rivers,
ditches, meadows, pond-sides, roadsides and other muddy places. Widespread and locally common.
Told from R. sylvestris by its shorter petals (as long as or shorter than the sepals, rather than 1.5 times
as long) and bu its non-rooting stems.

NVC: OV 29,31

Silwood Park: locally frequent on damp compacted ground and in waste places in partial shade. Paths
around the Manor House and The Farm, frequent by The Tip on bare soil, on a soil heap at the Header
House in August 1989, on the tractor track by the Kissing Gate in Nash’s Field, at the pond-side in
the Japanese Garden, Cannon Path, a weed in the new shrub bed below Acer ‘Red Pygmy’ in July
1994 (now shaded out). Common around the bonfire site by the Walled Garden, in The Rookery Tip,
and beneath the security fence of the Nuclear Reactor; this site was destroyed during work to erect the
new high security fence in August 2010. Very abundant in July 2003 on the soil heap below the
Engineering Store, following bulldozing in late spring of that year. In the Rhododendron Exclosure in
Garden Wood on 27 August 2005, from the seed bank, following clearance of the Lawson Cypress in
November 2004 and fencing to exclude deer and rabbits in February 2005; increased by May 2006,
but shaded out by 2010. Locally dominant in cracks between the concrete pavement slabs on the
Pollution Pad in Drive Field in July 2007. Particularly common on disturbed ground in late June
2009. Frequent to locally abundant on 3 September 2009 in cultivated ground on the edge of the drive
at Silwood Lodge following conversion of the house to student use in spring 2009. Between brick
paviours at the entrance to Munro Building on 28 August 2010.

East Berks: not in Bowen. Braywoodside roundabout, Sonning, Henley, Windsor, Wargrave,
Coleman’s Moor, Shottesbrooke, Bray, Blackwater, Wellington College, Windsor Home Park, Cock
Marsh. 7% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: occasional throughout. Atlas 2000: [29], [36], [39], [46], [47], [49], [40], [56], [58],
[59], [50], [66], [67], [68], [69]

Rorippa x erythrocaulis Borbds Thames Yellow-cress = R. palustris x R. amphibia

East Berks: by the Black Water River at Finchampstead [7962] in 1921 (BM) and from Reading [77]
in 1990 (LAN).

Rorippa sylvestris (L.) Besser Creeping Yellow-cress hel 6
Sisymbrium sylvestre L.
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Wet meadows, margins of rivers and ponds. Also a weed of arable land and damp waste ground.
Local, mostly in Thames Valley. Care is needed with plants growing on paths, gardens and waste
ground: R. sylvestris has longer petals (> 1.5 times the sepals, roughly equal lengths in R. palustris),
and the fruit is longer (8-18mm rather than 4-7mm excluding the pedicel).

NVC: OV 28,32; S 23

East Berks: common on the banks of Thames by Windsor in 1805 (Gotobed). Reading, Wargrave,
Sonning, Aston, Coleman’s Moor, Loddon Bridge, Braywoodside roundabout, Bray, Old Windsor.
1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [78], [88], [98]

West Berks: occasional throughout the Thames valley from Buckland [39] down to Reading [67].
Scattered records from Kennet valley. Absent from the chalk and the northern clays. Chieveley [47],
Kingston Bagpuize House, Marcham and Abingdon [49], Wytham and Eynsham Lock [40],
Hermitage and Yattendon [57], Moulsford and Streatley [58], Radley [59], South Hinksey [50],
Burghfield [66], Basildon (RDG), Pangbourne and Theale [67]. Recently recorded by Susan Erskine
from Buscot Pick-Your-Own fruit farm [238970] on 7 July 2005. Atlas 2000: [47], [59], [50]

Rorippa amphibia (L.) Besser Great Yellow-cress hel 6
Sisymbrium amphibium L.

Banks of rivers, ditches, and watery places; widely distributed. Locally frequent by the Rivers
Thames, Kennet and Loddon, but rare or absent elsewhere. The NVC classification has not yet been
worked out, perhaps because the plant so often grows on its own, rather than in an obvious
community of species.

Ascot: no records.

East Berks: all the way along the R. Thames from Reading to Old Windsor, also on the R. Loddon.
Sonning, Henley, Blackwater, Bisham, Medmenham, Dinton Pastures, Hurst, Wargrave, Twyford,
Arborfield, Coleman’s Moor, Jouldern’s Ford, Ruscombe, Shottesbrooke, Maidenhead, Holyport,
Whistely Mill, Cookham, Old Windsor, Cockpole Green, Bray, Queen’s Eyot, Windsor Racecourse,
Windsor, Virginia Water. Moor Green Lakes nature reserve [8062] in 2001. Rare to the east of 80 and
south of 75. 5% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all except [96]

West Berks: by the R. Thames from Lechlade [29] down to Reading [67], by the R. Cole [29], and by
the R. Kennet from Hungerford [36] to Reading [67]. Rare or absent elsewhere. Atlas 2000: [28],
[29], [36], [39], [46], [49]. [40], [56], [57], [58], [59], [50], [66], [67], [68], [69]

Rorippa x anceps (Wahlenb.) Reichenb. = R. amphibia x R. sylvestris

It has petals much longer than the sepals (so not R. palustris), pinnate leaves (so not R. amphibia),
non-clasping leaf bases, and a relatively long terminal leaf lobe (so not R. sylvestris). The slender
fruits stand out at almost 90 degrees to the stem (patent) and are shorter (4mm) than the pedicels
(7mm).

East Berks: a large plant on the verge of the roundabout at Braywoodside [8775] in July 2003
growing near R. sylvestris.

West Berks: in a water meadow near Streatley [596810] in 1963 (RNG). Near the Thames in the
Goring Gap [599797] in 1999.
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Rorippa austriaca (Crantz) Besser Austrian Yellow-cress e ho6 ¥
Nasturtium austriacum Crantz

A very rare alien with only one confirmed record. It has unlobed, toothed leaves, and squat, rather
globose fruits (less than 1.5 times as long as wide, excluding the style) on long pedicels.

East Berks: not in Druce. Introduced on waste ground in Reading (LAN) [7273] in 1959 but site
destroyed in 1960. Bowen thought the site was on the north or the river at Caversham in Oxfordshire
(v.c.23) but the cited grid square is in v.c.22. Atlas 2000: no records.

West Berks: Winterbrook Lodge, at Cholsey [5886] in1937, from the records of the Botanical
Exchange Club. Atlas 2000: no records.

Armoracia rusticana P. Gaertn., B. Mey. & Scherb. Horse-radish ohb
Cochlearia armoracia L.
Armoracia lapathifolia Gilib., nom. inval.

Roadsides, river-sides, abandoned allotments, waste places; rarely in quantity. One of the most
persistent of garden outcasts with a deep, long-lived tap root. Common in towns and villages, but
often seen a long way from houses, typically on roadside verges where garden rubbish was fly-tipped
in the past. First Berkshire record in 1809.

Ascot: local and uncommon. Not in Silwood Park, but nearby in the verge opposite The Wells (2001-
04) with Hirschfeldia incana. Ascot Station, South Ascot, verge where Ascot United football and
Ascot Heath golf course access roads diverge [926694] where it survived the construction work
associated with the new racecourse in 2005, Sunningdale, South Coworth and on Ascot Heath. Other
populations in 2002 were close to New Lodge at the junction of the Drift Road and Fifield Lane
[907752] and at Braywoodside roundabout [8§73750]. In the wet field adjacent to Sole’s Pond east of
Ascot Station in 2006.

East Berks: Swallowfield, West Reading, Sonning, Woodley Green, Whistley Park, Wargrave, Aston
Ferry, Bisham, Bray, Paley Street, Holyport, East Maidenhead, west Bracknell, Wellington College,
Blackwater, by the Thames at Old Windsor Lock. Plants with deeply pinnatisect leaves with very
narrow lobes were abundant on waste ground by the carpark at Wokingham Station in September
2004. 15% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: frequent on roadsides throughout. On the ruins of the Prince of Wales pub at Challow
Station [3590], and particularly abundant on the county boundary, south of Hungerford [36]. Atlas
2000: all squares

Cardamine bulbifera (L.) Crantz Coralroot e g4
Dentaria bulbifera L.

Although it has no claim to be a native Berks plant, it does have a remarkable native distribution in
Britain with two centres: one on the Buckinghamshire Chilterns and another on the Weald (see
Showler and Rich, 1993, Watsonia 19, 231-45). The Scarce Plant Atlas shows records in [88] and
[98], but these refer to the Buckinghamshire parts of these squares in Marlow Woods and Burnham
Beeches respectively. Coralroot is found in beech woods on dry slopes over chalk, often close to
tracks, growing in patches 1-2m in diameter in areas free of other vegetation, but often close to Rubus
fruticosus and Mercurialis perennis. Plants have axillary bulbils which are the common means of
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reproduction, seed seldom being set. It is not at all clear why the plant does not occur as a native on
our chalk beechwoods, just a stone’s throw south across the river.

East Berks: not recorded by Druce. Bowen has it as a doubtful native or extinct. Recorded from
Bisham Wood in 1879 without a specimen (possibly planted), and still there in 1944 “visible from the
road (A308) on the left at the top of Bisham Hill” (A.J.M. Bailey, 1968). This site is presumably in
Park Wood [851840]. Naturalised in Savill Gardens just over the Surrey boundary by Virginia Water
in Windsor Great Park. More recent records as garden escapes or deliberate introductions. Found in a
lawn at 1 Walnut Tree Close in Ruscombe [795767] in 1995 where it was introduced with imported
turf. A good candidate for introduction to the magnificent woods owned by the Woodlands Trust at
Bisham.

West Berks: a damp river bank in Newbury in 1966 (RNG, but note that the grid reference is wrong;
the figure given is in Whiteknights Park).

Cardamine amara L. Large Bitter-cress hs 4

Alder woods, osier holts, woodland springs and stream-sides and river banks on nutrient-rich soil.
Local and seldom abundant. Told from C. flexuosa (also found by springs in alder woods) by its
larger petals (5.5mm or more) and its blackish violet anthers. The best place to see the plant is at
bluebell time on the banks of the R. Pang where it flows through Moor Copse Nature Reserve [6374].
NVC:M36;,S7, W5

Ascot: there are no records to the east of 90.

East Berks: by the R. Loddon at Hall Farm, Thames banks at Windsor, Cookham, Henley, Wargrave,
near Blackwater Ford, marsh near Sindlesham Mill, Hurst, Coleman’s Moor, Bray, Bisham,
Arborfield. Twyford, Sonning, Park Place, Hurley, Sandhurst, Odney Common, Bear Wood, Stanford
End, Sindlesham (LAN), Remenham, Dinton Pastures, Coalpit Copse. 1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [76],
[771, 78], [86], [88]

West Berks: now rare and infrequent; absent from large areas including the chalk, the northern clays
and the acid sands. Kingston Lisle [38], Wytham Ditches at Northfield Farm and Seacourt Stream at
Wytham [40], Greenham Common and Sydmonton [46], Crookham Common, Bucklebury Common,
Wasing Wood and Cold Ash [56], Streatley [58], opposite Nuneham Courtenay, Barton Court and
Shillingford [59], just south of Iffley meadows [50], Padworth Gully, Aldermaston Soke, Mortimer
and Burghfield [66], Pangbourne, Moore Copse, Bradfield, Sulham, Tilehurst and Purley [67], Rush
Court [69]. Common only in the Kennet valley from Newbury [46] to Reading, with scattered records
from the Thames valley from Wytham down to Pangbourne. Not found west of 45 or east of 80.
Particularly common in the wet woods on the northern slopes of Greenham Common [5064]. Atlas
2000: [46], [40], [56], [58], [59], [50], [66], [67], [69]

Cardamine pratensis L. Cuckooflower hs 4

Damp meadows, grassy fields, chalk downs, thickets, damp woods, marshes, etc. Common and
generally distributed, but absent from the chalk ridge. Host plant to the Orange Tip butterfly
Anthocharis cardamines which lays its conspicuous orange eggs on the flower stalks. The hatching
caterpillars eat the young fruits before pupating away from the plant. The plant can regenerate
vegetatively by rooting of leaf fragments. The double flowered (‘Flore Pleno’) form is common in
gardens and occasionally escapes.

NVC: M 13,22,24,27; MG 4-7,9,10; OV 26,35; S 1,3,4,6,18,19; W 5
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Silwood Park: very local (in only 5% of the 1 hectare squares). Once common in Pond Field and
Heronsbrook Meadow (e.g. during Annette Duggan’s PhD studies 1980-83), but greatly reduced as
the fields have dried out. The weather was briefly cold enough in January 2002 to freeze the ground
and allow the tractor onto Pond Field to cut back the rushes, but this was not enough to encourage any
flowering of Cuckooflower in April 2002. Increased in Herons Brook Meadow for a brief period after
a rabbit fence was erected 1988-90, when the interior of the exclosure was a mass of flowers. Now
(2004) restricted to a few small rushy patches within the otherwise grassy Heronsbrook Meadow.
Around the margin of the pond in the Japanese Garden. Nash’s Field; in the boggy patch by the
Kissing Gate but much declined by 2000. Locally dominant in the damp shady parts of the lawn at
The Farm (1979-2008) and common in the swampy grassland between The Farm and The Lake. Also
at The Willows, southern end of the Walled Garden, Ashurst churchyard, and Farm Road. Frequent
on the derelict site below Sunninghill Crossroads. Common in the newly erected rabbit fences (20
April 2008) on the eastern side of Heronsbrook Meadow on 18 May 2008, much commoner on the
unfertilized than on the N and P fertilized plots.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m?
0 1 1 7 5

Ascot: locally abundant in the wet meadow below Ribblesdale behind the Wellingtonias, Sunningwell
Bog, South Ascot Bog and in the damp grassy triangle at the northern end of Ascot Racecourse.

East Berks: particularly common in damp parts of churchyards. 21% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: Druce has nineteenth century records of double flowered plants from Wantage [38],
Pusey [39], Abingdon, Fyfield and Sunningwell [49], Bagley Wood [50]. Atlas 2000: all squares

Cardamine x fringsii F. Wirtg. = C. pratensis x C. flexuosa

East Berks: collected from a meadow near Ascot Station by A.J. Wilmott (BM) 12 July 1932
(probably Sunningwell Bog [926683]), then again by J.E. Lousley on 8 July 1933 (RNG). Lousley
was such a fanatical collector that he could not stand to have any one possess a British specimen that
he did not have in his collection.

Cardamine flexuosa With. Wavy Bitter-cress th 4

Wet woodlands (oak, beech and alder), damp shady places, brook-sides, bare soil on woodland rides,
garden beds and waste ground. Occasional is south and east Berks, but rare or absent on the chalk and
in north Berkshire. C. flexuosa (6 stamens) also occurs as a weed in built-up areas, where it can be
mistaken for C. hirsuta (4 stamens). [Also, look out for the alien Cardamine corymbosa Hook. f.
New Zealand Bitter-cress which also has 6 stamens, but which differs from C. flexuosa in having
fewer than 4 leaves on the stem, 3-7 (not 5-17) leaflets, and larger petals (2-2.8mm wide rather than
1-2mm).]

NVC: M 27,36; OV 26,29; W 1,6,8,22

Silwood Park: frequent on exposed mud at the Lake, and throughout the swampy woodlands of
Cascade Marsh, Farm Wood, Weir Wood, Water Meadow, The Rookery, Nash’s Copse and
Gunness’s Thicket, often growing with Impatiens capensis and 1. parviflora. Lining the banks of the
Clear Brook where it flows past the Walled Garden. Common in the swampy grassland between The
Farm and The Lake. At the margins of the pond in the Japanese Garden. Present with, but much less
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common than, C. hirsuta as a weed of damp shady flowerbeds around the Manor House. Very
common in summer 2002 from the seed bank in the spoil stripped from the Church Lane footpath
when it was resurfaced in 2001 and piled by the Kissing Gate. Occasional in cracks in concrete
around the base of the Header House greenhouses on 1 April 2009 and 22 April 2010. Common in
Great Mead with Ranunculus flammula on 15 June 2009.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m> 10,000 m>
0 0 1 11 18

East Berks: probably under-recorded; 33% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: common in the Kennet valley but rare or absent north of 75, with a few scattered records
from the Thames valley from Lechlade [29] down to Pangbourne [67]. Atlas 2000: all squares

Cardamine x zahlbruckneriana O.E. Schulz = C. flexuosa x C. hirsuta
West Berks: collected by Druce from Bradfield [67] pre-1897.
Cardamine hirsuta L. Hairy Bitter-cress th 4

Open sandy or gravelly ground, walls, ditch banks, railway ballast, damp paths, waste ground, and
gardens. This is our common weedy Bitter-cress. Locally abundant on acid, gravelly soil and widely
distributed, but absent from the chalk ridge. Not known from closed vegetation (cf. C. flexuosa).
NVC: OV 20-22

Silwood Park: often the most abundant weed on shaded flower beds around the Manor House. An
aggressive competitor in the Ashurst Warren raised sleeper beds. Very common on the cinder pot
stand at the Greenhouses and on gravel paths round the Lily Pond. In compacted ground, with
Plantago coronopus, in the verge of London Road by the telephone kiosk. Very locally common in
the seedbank beneath old grassland at Heronsbrook Meadow in April 2004 following cultivation in
2003 (where both Arabidopsis thaliana and Capsella bursa-pastoris were equally clumped in their
small-scale distributions). A curious plant with blackish-purple foliage appeared on gravel behind the
CABI building in May 2002 and increased to 2004, growing amongst purple-leaved Oxalis
corniculata.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m> 10,000 m>
0 0 1 8 12

East Berks: probably under-recorded; 40% (1km?). Uncommon on the enormous soil pile
overlooking Drift Road at Silver Springs Farm on 17 June 2008. Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: Atlas 2000: all squares
§ Cardamine C. heptaphylla, C. pentaphyllos, C. raphanifolia, C. trifolia
Turritis glabra L.  Tower Mustard hs5d

Arabis perfoliata,
Arabis glabra (L.) Bernh.
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A very rare native of hedge-banks and sandy waysides in sunny situations. Petals pale yellow, seeds
in 2 rows in valves that are more than 3 times as long as wide.

East Berks: Maidenhead, extremely plentiful at the top of Cookham Down in Druce’s time, lane
between Loddon Bridge and Twyford. There is a specimen (labeled Arabis turrita) collected by R B
Ullman on 25 May1931 from sandy Lane loddon Bridge in the South London Botanical Institute.
Sandford Lane (RNG) [7672] in 1962, between Cookham and Bourne End [8885] in 1958,
Maidenhead [8580] in 1897, Woodley (LAN) [7773] in 1957, and Coleman’s Moor in 1921, 1931
and 1949 (all in RNG) [7672] now swallowed up by the suburban sprawl of south-castern Reading,
but still providing one recent record from a dry bank [776727] in 1984. Colin Grayer found a single
plant by the path behind houses at Redwood Avenue Woodley [774724] in June 2006. It is not clear
whether this is the same site as the 1984 record. Atlas 2000: only in [77]

West Berks: near Hermitage and Frilsham [57] in 1942, Bradfield [67] in 1918. Atlas 2000: no
records.

Arabis caucasica Willd. ex Schltdl. Garden Arabis e ch 3
Arabis albida Steven ex M. Bieb.

Widespread rockery plant, occasionally found as an outcast on waste ground, and rarely self-sown in
pavement cracks in towns and villages. It is reasonably clear that the tendency to record these
common garden plants can be dated to the early 1960s in Berkshire, but we have no way of knowing
what criteria were used to decide which plants to record and which to ignore.

Ascot: no records. Not self-sown in Silwood Park.
East Berks: Reading (1831). 2% (11<1n2). 2000: [76], [77], [87], [88], [97]

West Berks: on old limestone walls in north-west Berkshire; rare but locally established. Shrivenham
[28] in 1963, Coleshill in 1963 and Great Coxwell [29], Steventon Mill [49] in 1962, Farmoor
Bayworth and Cumnor [all 40] in 1964. Particularly common in Watchfield and Shrivenham [28] in
2001. Atlas 2000: [28], [29], [40], [50], [66]

Arabis hirsuta (L.) Scop. Hairy Rock-cress hs 6 T
Turritis hirsuta L.
Arabis brownii Jordan

Walls, dry banks, bare places in chalk grassland, etc.; never more than local and rare, now extinct. It
declined with the increasing use of fertiliser on grassland. Petals white, seeds in 1 row.

East Berks: Sonning railway cutting (1897), Reading (undated), Frogmore gardens (1952). Atlas
2000: no records.

West Berks: Walbury Camp [36] in 1955, Hamstead Marshall [46] in 1955, Snelsmore Common [47],
East Ilsley [48], Compton [57] in 1918, Streatley Downs [58], Purley [67] in 1962. Not recorded from
the Coralline Oolite in Berkshire (cf. Oxfordshire where there are 35 recent records). Atlas 2000: no
records.

Arabis ferdinandi-coburgi J. Kellerer & Siind. Variegated Arabis e ch 4
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The is the common variegated Arabis sold in garden centres and planted on walls and rockeries.
Seldom seen outside gardens. Like 4. procurrens but the basal leaves are long petiolate (not sessile)
and hairy on both surfaces (not glabrous above).

Ascot: on waste ground in Upper Village Road, Sunninghill in 1999-2010.

East Berks: very local and rare in Albany Road Old Windsor [98322 74596] on 15 December 2012 in
front of council houses.

West Berks: on waste ground in Cumnor [40] in 1998.
Arabis procurrens Waldst. & Kit. Prostrate Arabis e ch 4

A stoloniferous, white-flowered perennial with non-clasping leaf bases and dark green glossy leaves
with hairy margins.

West Berks: very local and rare. Dominating an entire grave in the churchyard at Sunningwell [4900]
on 2 May 2002.

4 Arabis A. caucasica, A. ferdinandi-coburgi, A. procurrens ‘Variegata’

Aubrieta deltoidea (L.) DC. Aubretia e ch 4
Alyssum deltoideum L.

A ubiquitous rockery plant, commonly planted on garden walls and at the edge of perennial borders.
Occasional as a garden escape or throw-out in towns and villages everywhere. Sometimes self-sown
in pavements and cracks in paving stones in towns.

Silwood Park: in paving cracks on the patio outside the Refectory and around the Greenhouses.

East Berks: not in Druce. Planted and persistent, especially on old limestone walls as at Reading,
Sonning, Shottesbrooke, Maidenhead, Hurley churchyard, Cookham. Locally frequent throughout.
28% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: commonest in the far north, where old limestone walls are more frequent. Bourton [28],
Coleshill and Great Coxwell [29], Buckland and Longworth [39], Kingston Bagpuize [49], Farmoor,
Cumnor and Wytham [40], Hamstead Norris [57], Sutton Courtenay and Didcot [59], New Hinksey
[50]. Most of the records are post-1970. Atlas 2000: all except [58], [66], [69]

4| Aubrieta A. deltoidea
Lunaria annua L. Honesty e th-h 4 T

Hedge-banks and waste places near gardens; frequent. An essential member of the cottage garden
community, sowing itself abundantly and escaping onto waste ground, hedge-banks, pavements and
waysides in every town and village. The white flowered form, var. albiflora, occurs at a rate of about
1 in a 1000 outside cultivation, and there are variegated cultivars. Much increased since Bowen’s
time.

Silwood Park: relatively constant in its few stations at Ashurst, Silwood Farm, Cheapside and by the
Croquet Lawn. On imported topsoil on Garden Wood Bank in May 1990. Beneath the holly hedge on
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the Ascot Road opposite Knight Frank. Common in flowerbeds at the Greenhouses. Local beneath the
Bird Cherry on North Gravel in April 2003. White flowered plants under Viburnum tinus ‘Bush B’
opposite the Reactor Block appeared every year since 1979, particularly abundant in April 2002 and
2004, but there were none in 2003.

Ascot: locally frequent behind the shops on Ascot High Street and on Whitmore Lane by Blacknest
Park. Common in Sunninghill, South Ascot and Sunningdale. The white-flowered form grows on
School Road in Sunninghill, and by the lane behind Sunningdale Bowling Club off Whitmore Lane
on 20 April 2002. A single plant, close to the Pyrola patch at Englemere Pond on 29 April 2007.

East Berks: early records from Finchampstead (still there), Hurst, Thatcher’s Ford, Bracknell, Earley,
Coppid Beech Roundabout, Bray Gravel Pits. Now common throughout. The white flowered plant
was common on Monkey Island Lane [9178] in April 2003. 27% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: first recorded from the railway cutting at Pangbourne pre-1897, and still very common
around Pangbourne Station [6376] in 2004. Coleshill, Eaton Hastings and Buscot [29], Inkpen
Common [36], Cothill and Kingston Bagpuize [49], Appleton Lower Common [40], Cold Ash [56],
Hampstead Norreys [57], Didcot and Brightwell [59], roadside near Radley Large Wood [50],
Silchester Common, Burghfield and Mortimer [66]. Frequent by the railway at Hungerford [36] and
Newbury [46] in 2001. Both var. albiflora and cultivar ‘Alba Variegata’ grow as escapes in Appleton
[4401] in April 2003. Atlas 2000: all squares

9 Lunaria L. annua var. albiflora, L. rediviva

Alyssum alyssoides (L.) L. Small Alison e th 5 ¢}
Clypeola alyssoides L.

An extinct local speciality of cornfields and waste places. Like so many small plants, it proved
incapable of survival in a world polluted by agricultural fertilisers. A rare annual of grassy fields and
arable land that was recorded widely in Britain before 1930, mostly as a casual alien. It persists from
year to year in the Breckland of Suffolk and Sandlings of Norfolk. It was included in the first and
second editions of the Red Data Book (1977 and 1983), but was excluded from the third edition
(Wiggington, 1999) on the grounds that it was not native.

East Berks: rather plentiful in some cornfields between Culham Court and Great Marlow in 1891, and
in a field near Maidenhead. Arable fields, Hurley (OXF) [88] in 1893, Reading and Sonning [77] in
1918, now extinct.

West Berks: on the Ridgeway at Letcombe (OXF) [38] in 1882, Abingdon [49], and Bessels Leigh
(OXF) [40] in 1920. Now extinct.

Alyssum saxatile L. Golden Alison e h4
Aurinia saxatilis (L.) Desv.

A widespread rockery plant, commonly planted on garden walls. One of the gardener’s famous trilogy
of crucifers, “The three A’s” - Arabis, Alyssum and Aubrieta - which brighten rockeries and walls
in spring with their white, yellow and purple flowers respectively. Occasional as an ephemeral garden
escape or throw-out on pavements and open waste ground.
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Silwood Park: very local and rare. Naturalised on old stone walls at Ashurst. Site destroyed by the
construction of the new building in 1988. Three long-persistent remnants of cultivation by the
Greenhouses in April 2002.

Ascot: waste ground in South Ascot (1979-2004).

East Berks: not in Druce or Bowen. Probably not increased, just more likely to be recorded. Towns
and villages throughout. 10% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all except [78]

West Berks: first record Garford [49] in 1927 (OXF). Atlas 2000: [28], [29], [48], [40], [68]
4 Alyssum A. montanum, A. saxatile, A. spinosum ‘Roseum’

Berteroa incana (L.) DC. Hoary Alison e th 6
Alyssum incanum L.

Waste places, rare and impermanent by railways. Presumed extinct.

East Berks: first record in a field by Wellington College (1874), by the railway at Maidenhead (1897),
Sonning Cutting (1899). Pronounced extinct by Bowen.

West Berks: plentiful about Didcot Station (OXF) [59] in 1891, Sheepstead House (OXF) [49] in
1895, and on rubbish heaps at Grandpont [50] in 1891. By the railway at Newbury [46] in 1897. Atlas
2000: no records.

Lobularia maritima (L.) Desv. Sweet Alison ethe T
Clypeola maritima L.
Alyssum maritimum (L.) Lam.

Widespread cottage garden, rockery and edging plant. Commonly found self-sown in paving in towns
and villages, and very common as a garden outcast on tips. Also common on disturbed waste ground.
Much increased (or perhaps just much more frequently noticed) since Bowen. Seldom seen far from
houses. Flowering through the winter in most years (even into February during the mild winter of
2000-01).

Silwood Park: one of the commonest self-sown garden crucifers on bare soil and stony waste ground.
Around the Manor house and the Refectory. Frequently naturalised in Cheapside Village.

Ascot: particularly common and long persistent on Upper Village Road opposite Sunninghill School,
where it occupied all of a front garden, and spilled out onto the pavements from 1985-2001, when the
garden was paved over to make a parking space. Common in cracks on pavements and in alleyways
between the High Street and the Racecourse in Ascot. Locally frequent on pavement edges on the
eastern limb of Victoria Road, South Ascot, in June 2004.

East Berks: not in Druce. Casual on rubbish tips. First record: Shinfield [76] in 1958 (RNG). Reading
tip, Cookham, Woodside. Now common and widespread. 24% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: first record Didcot tip [59] in 1969. Common everywhere. Atlas 2000: all squares.

9§ Lobularia L. maritima
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Draba muralis L. Wall Whitlowgrass e th 4
Dry sandy banks in north-west Berkshire, very local. A very rare casual elsewhere.

Silwood Park: a brief but spectacular outbreak on open ground on the cinder pot-standing at the
Greenhouses. Several hundred plants appeared in fruit on 13 May 2000, but none at all were seen in
May 2001 or 2002. Origin unknown, but people from Silwood did visit Phil Grime’s field site in the
Derbyshire Dales in 1998, and may have picked up seeds there. Rediscovered on 5 May 2003 after
the pot-standing had been treated with glyphosate herbicide in summer 2002; there were about 50
plants in an area of ¢. 1 m” on the left of the central path, 7m from the door in the garden wall,
growing amongst, and almost concealed by, a dense crop of Valerianella locusta which had also
benefited greatly from the herbicide treatment. Not seen in 2004. There were 3 plants in the cold, late
spring of May 2005, but none in 2006 or 2007.

East Berks: no other records. Not in Druce or Bowen.

West Berks: Buckland [39], Wytham (OXF) [40] in 1910, Boars Hill (RNG) [4803] in 1953,
Youlbury [480026] from 1949 to 1999. Atlas 2000: [40]

Erophila verna (L.) DC. Common Whitlowgrass th 3
Draba verna L.

Erophila praecox (Steven) DC.

Erophila vulgaris

Erophila conferta Wilm.

Erophila spathulata Lang

Erophila verna (L.) DC subsp. spathulata (Lang) Vollm.

Cinder paths, open grassland, dry arable land, walls, dry banks, sandy and gravelly fields; generally
distributed. This is the common species in Berkshire. Druce lumped the two forms (long and short
podded), stating that the long-podded form was commonest in our area. He was able to identify at
least 7 microspecies in the county. The modern treatment (Stace, 1997) has 3 British species, and
plays down the pod characters beloved of the Victorian splitters (they do not correlate at all well with
more reliable cytological characteristics and breeding systems). Petioles 50-100% of leaf lamina
length; petals bifid to half to three quarters of way to base (includes both E. spathulata and E. praecox
of Bowen). It disperses its seeds at the same time as Cardamine hirsuta, well before those of
Arabidopsis thaliana.

NVC: 0V 10; U 1

Silwood Park: much rarer than elsewhere in south-east Berkshire. On the cinder pot-standing at The
Greenhouses, particularly common on 5 May 2003 after the pot-standing had been treated with
glyphosate herbicide in summer 2002. Manor House, compacted ground at the edge of cinder path
outside the conservatory; May 1987. Not seen since then, until rediscovered in abundance in May
1991 in the path and on the steep edges of the lawns. Common all along the paths 15 April 1994
because no herbicide had been used, and there was little hoeing. Common up to 2001 when
herbiciding the paths was reinstated. An important component of the Ashurst Warren experiment in
the raised sleeper beds; first grown in 1996-97. Flowering as early as 27 February 1998. Occasional in
the seed bank of the cultivated Block C in former grassland in Nash’s Field. Outstandingly abundant
in spring 1996 following the 1995 drought. One of the 7 planted species in the new experiment in the
Sleeper Beds at Ashurst from 2002; most seeds are shed before the beginning of May. Very large
plants (22cm tall), occasional inside the rabbit fence on April 28 2004, on imported topsoil used to
landscape the site from which the Lysimeters had been removed in summer 2003. Common in bare
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patches on the lawn on the Buckhurst Road side of the car park behind Unit A on the Science Park on
18 April 2013 (the latest spring for many years, after the coldest March in memory). Frequent
between brick paving all around the Centre for Population Biology in April 2013. Occasional in
October-cultivated ground in Silwood Bottom on 30 April 2013 after a very late spring, amongst
abundant Arabidopsis thaliana.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m’ 10,000 m>
0 0 0 4 4

Ascot: very common beneath the railings at the back of the platforms on both Ascot and Sunningdale
Stations. Much seed was collected here in April 2002 for the new Ashurst Experiment. Also frequent
at the base of the sunny side of garden walls at the edge of pavements in Sunninghill and South Ascot.
In bare, stony ground on the heath by the railway at Englemere. In crazy paving near The Carpenter’s
Arms on Upper Village Road in Sunninghill (1971-2013). On old brick walls at Charters in April
2004. Very abundant in thin turf on the edge of the pavement in Francis Chichester Close in South
Ascot, conspicuous with its silvery fruits like miniature Honesty, having shed all its seed on 8 May
2004. Thousands of plants, the first of them just coming into flower, on 31 January 2013 on compact
ground in the field gate by the zebra crossing on Ascot High Street.

East Berks: very abundant on trampled ground by the Thames path between Remenham and Henley
on 10 April 2004. 10% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: frequent throughout the Thames valley but rare or absent on the chalk, in the Kennet
valley and east of 85. Atlas 2000: all except [68], [69]

Erophila majuscula Jord. Hairy Whitlowgrass th 3
Erophila simplex Winge

Scattered sparsely throughout England, especially on calcareous soils: limestone rocks and thin
limestone turf, chalk downland (where it may grow on ant hills), sandy ground inland, walls, railway
lines and gravel paths. Leaves and lower stems densely grey pubescent. There are hairs on the
flowering stem and on the lowest pedicel (pedicels hairless in E. verna). Petals bifid to less than half
way to base. Petioles 20-50% of leaf lamina length (see below). The seeds are tiny (0.3-0.5mm dia.).
Its distribution within Berkshire is not yet worked out in detail.

Ascot: searched for without success. Not in Silwood Park.
East Berks: Reading [77]; no further details.

West Berks: Druce knew the plant from sandy arable fields at Inkpen [36] and near Lechlade [29]
before 1897. Unlocalized post-1897 records from [49], [58], [50].

Erophila glabrescens Jord. Glabrous Whitlowgrass th 3
Erophila quadriplex Winge
Erophila verna (L.) DC. var. glabrescens (Jordan) Diklic

Petioles 1.5 to 2.5 times the length of the laminas, subglabrous but with hairy edges, petals bifid to no
more than half way to base. The upper stem and pedicels are completely hairless. Much less common
than E. verna, but in similar habitats; worth looking for in early April.
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West Berks: on chalky spoil on a construction site north of the former railway station at Compton
[523800] on 24 April 2004. This is the first record for v.c.22.

Cochlearia danica L. Danish Scurvygrass th 2 1

The most conspicuous member of the ‘salt adventive’ community; seaside plants that have found a
niche inland, on the verges of salted motorways and trunk roads since the late 1980s. No one is quite
sure how the seeds first got transported inland (e.g. they may have been contaminants of beach sand
used for gritting), but once established, the plants spread rapidly along the road network, stuck to
tyres and carried along by the wind. Now widespread on motorways, dual carriageways and trunk
roads throughout the country, and on bare ground next to salted roads in towns. Locally dominant in a
30cm-wide strip between the kerb and the start of the grass, where the salt has reduced the
competitive ability of the resident native plants to the point at which C. danica can establish from
seed. Conspicuous in early spring as a grey-white, prostrate ribbon of flower in an otherwise
flowerless verge. Also on gravel in the central reservation. One of the reasons that it is restricted to
high speed roads is that it is highly intolerant of trampling. In towns, where pedestrian pressure is
high, its niche is filled by the prostrate, trample-tolerant Plantago coronopus. It is also highly tolerant
of exposure to the constant buffeting inflicted by high speed traffic, and where plants are sheltered,
they grow much taller (e.g. roadside plants were 7cm tall, but plants growing on topsoil moved during
road works into the shelter of nearby rhododendron bushes were 25cm tall [895655] on 7 May 2002).
NVC: OV 23

Silwood Park: first recorded on 17 April 2007 from the northern verge of London Road close to South
Lodge. To the west of South Lodge, as far as the manicured lawn of Silwood House, the plant was
scattered but locally frequent above the kerb-stone, with the longest strip of c. 3m just west of
Silwood’s main gate. To the east, there was just one solitary plant in the verge between South Lodge
and the Cannon Crossroads. There were no plants on the southern verge of London Road and none
on the grassy triangle at the end of Silwood Road (contrast with Plantago coronopus). On 17 April
2008 the plant was reduced to two patches: the biggest was at the kerb about 8m west of the South
Lodge entrance, and the second was to the east of the eastern entrance to Silwood House, in the shade
of Quercus ilex. There were no plants on the southern side of London Road from Silwood Road down
to Princess Gate, but there is a 10m strip of plants in the shade of over-hanging trees to the east of the
entrance to the Marist Convent. There was a slight increase in population up to 2014 but the plant was
still confined to the northern verge of the road. On 18 January 2014 rosettes spread 50m west of the
London Road entrance, almost to the first drive of Silwood House. To the east of South Lodge the
plant was scattered all the way past Knight Frank to the Cannon Crossroads but at much lower density
than to the west, confined to the extreme edge of the verge, and in this bare microhabitat it was much
less abundant that Cardamine hirsuta.

Ascot: local and rare. The first Berkshire records were from the verge and central reservation of the
dual carriageway of the A322 at [895655] between Bracknell and Bagshot in 1987 (RNG). On the
central island of the Peanut Roundabout at Woodside [936717] since 1995. On the roadside of the
B3022 opposite the Winkfield Racecourse at the northern boundary of Ascot Place [916716] in 1998.
At Virginia Water in the verge of the A30 between Leptis Magna and Coworth Park in 1999, but
commonest on the Surrey (v.c.17) part of the road. The bare verge of the A329 outside Silwood Park
looks like ideal habitat, but the plant has not been found there despite annual searches. In the verge of
the A330 opposite the Berystede Hotel [933673] on 8 April 2006. On Sunninghill High Street,
around the base of the telephone box by the school, at the junction of the brick wall and the tarmac of
the pavement on 1 May 2008.
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East Berks: not in Druce or Bowen. The second Berkshire record was in 1994 from the verge of the
A4 near Sonning [7574], and the third from Woodley Road [7674] in Reading in 1995. 7% (1km?). In
suburban Maidenhead, it is particularly common on both approaches to the M4, the A423(M) and the
A404 from Burchett’s Green to Marlow. Abundant throughout Bracknell on both verges and the
central reservation of all the dual carriageways since 1999. It grows all along the A329(M) from
Bracknell to Reading, and on the M4 from Bray to Pingewood. It is common in Windsor, especially
by the dual carriageway leading up to the Thames crossing. It is common and locally dominant in the
central reservation of the A33 all the way from Riseley on the Hampshire border up to Reading, but it
is less common in the verges of this road than on other local roads. 9% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all
except [78]

West Berks: common in the verges of the M4 motorway from the heights of Membury (220m) to the
low ground at Reading (40m), and along the dual carriageway of the A34 from Newbury to Oxford. It
had yet to colonise the recently upgraded A420 Swindon to Oxford road, but it was growing on the
slip road at Cumnor [463034] in March 2002, and reached Faringdon by 2004. Atlas 2000: [27], [37],
[46], [47], [49], [40], [57], [50], [66], [67]

Camelina microcarpa Andrz. ex DC. Lesser Gold-of-pleasure e th 6 F
Camelina sativa ssp microcarpa (Andrz. ex DC.) Thell.

Style more than one third as long as rest of fruit. Similar places to C. sativa but much less common.
East Berks: Not in Druce or Bowen. Worth keeping an eye out for.

West Berks: in a clover field near Cothill (BM) [49] in 1912.

Camelina aylssum (Mill.) Thell. Gold-of-pleasure e th 6
Camelina sativa ssp. aylssum (Mill.) Hegi and Em. Schmid

Camelina macrocarpa Wierzb. ex Rchb.

West Berks: in a flax field at Pusey [3595] in 1943.

Camelina sativa (L.) Crantz Gold-of-pleasure e th 6
Myagrum sativum L.

Cornfields, waste places, railway banks. A rare casual of sown fields and rubbish tips. Style less than
one third as long as rest of fruit.

East Berks: Wokingham (1869), near Virginia Water. Reading tip (1960). No recent records.

West Berks: Newbury [46] in 1897, Cothill [49] in 1912, Wytham Mill [40] in 1897, Streatley [58] in
1914, Didcot [59] in 1969, Grandpont and South Hinksey [50] in 1965, most recently at Pingewood
tip (RNG) [66] in 1986, Shooters Hill [67] in 1897.

Myagrum perfoliatum L. Mitre Cress e th6 |
West Berks: a grain alien recorded by T.G. Parry from Abingdon [49] in 1918 (OXF).

Neslia paniculata (L.) Desv. Ball Mustard e th6 |
Vogelia sagittata Medick.
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A casual, once common now rare.
East Berks: Druce knew the plant (as Vogelia sagittata) from Wellington College [86] in 1918.

West Berks: from the railway near Didcot [59] in 1897. Last seen, associated with grain, in chicken
runs at Harwell [48] in 1958.

Capsella bursa-pastoris (L.) Medik. Shepherd’s-purse oth 1
Thlaspi bursa-pastoris L.
Bursa pastoris Wigg.

One of the commonest crucifers of dry arable fields, gardens, paths, gateways, wall tops and disturbed
ground. Druce recognised 11 different varieties; Stace (1997) reckons that about 25 segregates have
been named in the British Isles. Conspicuous when not in flower with its bright green rosettes of
sagittate toothed, dandelion-like leaves. Absent from closed vegetation, and from deep shade.

NVC: MG 1,7; OV 3,4,7-10,14,16,18-23,25,33

Silwood Park: common in the seed bank of arable fallow at Silwood Bottom and Ashurst. It is
commonest in the May cultivated plots of the Pound Hill disturbance timing experiment, and rarest in
the October cultivated plots. Particularly abundant on 3 August 2005 when the May-cultivated plots
had only just greened-up after late July rains had broken the long spring and early summer drought,
when it was commoner on Blocks C and D than on A or B. Note that it is far from widespread, even
at the scale of hectares. Very locally common in the seedbank beneath old grassland at Heronsbrook
Meadow in April 2004 following cultivation in 2003 (where both Arabidopsis thaliana and
Cardamine hirsuta were equally clumped in their small-scale distributions). Common on imported
topsoil at the Ashurst lysimeter site in May 2004. Recorded on 16 September 2009 after Pound Hill
Field had been ploughed and harrowed in July 2009 for the first time since the Prosamo Experiment
in 1990.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m?
0 0 0 8 14

Ascot: on soil piles and bare ground during construction of Ascot Racecourse in August 2005;
uncommon around the new grandstand, but frequent on the landscaped banks on both sides of
Winkfield Road, north of the new underpass.

East Berks: recorded from only 58% of 1km?. Abundant on the enormous soil pile overlooking Drift
Road at Silver Springs Farm on 17 June 2008. Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: by no means ubiquitous at small scales. Atlas 2000: all squares

Teesdalia nudicaulis (L.) W.T. Aiton Shepherd’s Cress th 4 4
Iberis nudicaulis L.

Bare spots and dry sandy banks on heaths, wall tops, and open patches on sand or gravel, on grass
heaths and disused railways, in ground disturbed by rabbits or natural erosion. Found with Ornithopus
perpusillus, Aira caryophyllea, etc. Often overlooked in flower in spring, it is more conspicuous in
fruit. Declines under scrub encroachment and cessation of grazing.

NVC: U 1
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East Berks: John Ray recorded it from Coleman’s Moor in 1680, but it was local and rather rare even
in Druce’s time: “Ambarrow, Longdown Lodge Brickfield, Wokingham, abundant on a common near
Bracknell, Sandhurst, near the railway from Bracknell to Wokingham, by the lodge near Wellington
College Station”. Eversley Common (BM) in 1890. Near Bagshot in 1897. By Bowen’s time it was
“Decreasing and very local. Dry banks on acid soil in south-east Berkshire. By the railway at
Sandhurst (RNG) in 1947, and between Wokingham and Bracknell in 1965”. Not seen recently, and
presumed extinct in East Berkshire.

West Berks: a local speciality of open, sandy ground. Pickets Heath, Youlbury [486031], about 300
plants in a fallow in 1981, Frilford Heath golf course (10 plants in 1981 and 1996, 8 in 2004) and
Tubney [49], Great Oakley, Chawley Hurst and Boar’s Hill [40], Burghfield Common (RDG) [66] in
1913. In Dry Sandford pit in 1980 and Hitchcopse pit in 1981 [49]. Camilla Lambrick reported “many
hundreds” of plants near Chilswell Priory [486031] in 2004. Perhaps the easiest place to see the plant
these days is on the wall at English Nature’s headquarters at Foxhold on the southern edge of
Crookham Common [5163]. Susan Erskine found 6 plants on Frilford Heath golf course, in the rough
between the 5™ and 7" fairways of the Green Course [447988] on 13 April 2005. Atlas 2000: [49],
[40], [56], [57]

Thlaspi arvense L. Field Penny-cress oth 5

Cultivated and disturbed waste ground. Most abundant in cornfields on gravel or clay; not
uncommon, but absent from considerable areas on the chalk ridge and on acid soils in south-east
Berkshire.

NVC: OV 7,13,18

Silwood Park: very local and rare. A single record from the fenced arable fallow at Pound Hill,
opposite Nursery Field in June 1999. Still there, and still very rare on 19 July 2005. In the Pound Hill
Disturbance Experiment, forming a single patch about 4m across, in July 2003 on the May-cultivated
plot in Block Aj; still restricted to this same patch in July 2005, but less abundant after the very dry
spring and early summer. Occasional in the same spot in May-cultivated Block A on 15 July 2008,
when there were a few very small plants after a cool spring. A second record: very rare inside the
rabbit fence on April 28 2004, on imported topsoil used to landscape the site from which the
Lysimeters had been removed in summer 2003; not seen from 2005-2008. A single plant, presumably
from the seed bank, in the newly-created bed at the rear of Virginia Water Lodge on 15 June 2009,
after the garden had been created in November 2008. There was one plant in the Ashurst Lysimeters
on 29 September 2009 following herbicide treatment and spring cultivation.

Ascot: very local and rare; conspicuous by its absence from most sites. A small patch of ¢.10 plants
on 16 September 2003, on bare ground on the demolition site in Sunninghill [939683] where the long-
empty houses of Matthews Court had stood until the site was bulldozed in early 2003.

East Berks: abundantly in fields opposite Bisham Woods, Wargrave, Wellington College,
Wokingham, Hurst, Maidenhead, Twyford, Earley, Waltham, Bray. Patchily distributed, but locally
frequent, as in the allotments at Bulmershe in 2002. A single plant in the middle of the roundabout at
Braywoodside on 10 May 2003. Very local in the market garden at West End, Warfield in August
2003. 3% (lkmz). Atlas 2000: all except [96]

West Berks: by the railway south of Shrivenham [28], Badbury [29], Junction 14 of the M4 [37],
Wantage [38], Charney Basset, Buckland and Pusey [39], Shaw and Newbury [46], Harwell [48],
Drayton gravel pits, Marcham, Frilford, Dry Sandford Pit and Abingdon [49], Cumnor, Cothill and
Wytham [40], Colthrop and Paices Wood [56], Bucklebury [57], by the Ridgeway [58], Sutton
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Courtenay, Didcot and Wittenham [59], Burghfield and Silchester [66], Pangbourne [67]. Atlas 2000:
all except [68], [69]

Thlaspi alliaceum L. Garlic Penny-cress e th

A rare alien, smelling of garlic when crushed, told from 7. perfoliatum by the presence of stem hairs
and acute (not rounded) auricles on the stem leaves.

East Berks: on arable ground south of Ludgrove School Wokingham [8068] in 1978, and on dumped
soil marking the boundary of a new car park, just west of Sandford Mill [778730] in 1989 (RNG).
<1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [77]

Thlaspi perfoliatum L. Perfoliate Penny-cress th 4 +
Microthlaspi perfoliatum (L.) F.K. Meyer

A British native Red Data Book species of bare stony ground on calcareous substrates like limestone
quarries and railway banks, probably never more than a casual in Berkshire and long extinct. Told
from 7. arvense by its smaller fruits (< 10mm) with their narrower wings (< 1mm at the midpoint)
and from T. alliaceum by the lack of garlic smell when crushed. Grows with Erophila verna and, like
it, requires constant disturbance to persist in the face of competition from perennial plants. It
increased dramatically in its native sites in Gloucestershire and Oxfordshire following the great
drought of 1995 (Wiggington, 1999).

West Berks: collected by H. Boswell on Cumnor Hill [4500] in 1861 and by Rev W.O. Wait at
Denchworth [3590] in 1896 (OXF).

Iberis umbellata L. Garden Candytuft o th 7

Casual on rubbish tips and waste ground. A common bedding annual with toothed, linear leaves.
Cultivars of the ‘Fairy Series’ have pink, lilac-purple or red-pink flowers, but whites are the most
commonly seen escapes. Told from the rare native annual /. amara by its larger fruits (7-10mm rather
than 3-6mm).

East Berks: railway banks near Reading, Twyford and Wellington College. Not seen by Bowen.
Smallmead tip in 1969 and 1972. Purple-flowered plants on waste ground north of Oxford Road in
West Reading [7073] in July 2002. 1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [76], [86], [87]

West Berks: Cumnor Hill [40], Greenham Common [56] in 1970, Didcot Power Station [59] in 1968,
Padworth and Pingewood pits [66] in 1986. Waste ground near the canal in Newbury [4767] in 2002.
Atlas 2000: [40], [66]

Iberis sempervirens L. Perennial Candytuft e h5
This is the common candytuft of garden rockeries with woody stems and evergreen leaves. An
occasional garden escape on walls and pavements. The annual garden Candytufts often have non-

white flowers (see 1. umbellata, above).

Silwood Park: formerly naturalised on walls at Ashurst and on the rockery in the Japanese Garden.
Now gone.
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East Berks: not in Druce. Walls in Reading (1960 onwards). Recently at Earley, Sonning, Pinkneys
Green, Hurst. Completely covering one of the graves in the cemetery, uphill from Remenham church,
in February 2002. 6% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [76], [77], [86], [87], [88]

West Berks: not in Druce or Bowen. Shrivenham, Kintbury, Kennington. Atlas 2000: [28], [36], [50]
Iberis amara L. Wild Candytuft th 7 1

A scarce annual plant of bare ground in chalk grassland (e.g. rabbit scrapes), especially on south- and
south-west facing slopes, chalk pits and canopy gaps in storm-damaged woodland. An early
successional species, rapidly replaced by more vigorous species in the absence of repeated
disturbance, but possessing a long-lived seed bank. Suffered under the conversion of downland to
arable farming under the CAP and from scrub encroachment following myxomatosis. Very rare as a
garden escape (the common garden escape is the perennial /. sempervirens). A local speciality, told
from I. umbellata by its smaller fruits (3-6mm rather than 7-10mm) and its inflorescence which is
elongated (not corymbose) in fruit.

NVC: CG2

East Berks: chalky fields, locally common in Druce’s time “near Henley, Hurley, and about Marlow,
chalk pit between Henley and Wargrave, frequent near Park Place, ficlds near Culham almost white
with blossoms”. Bowen knew it only from arable fields and disturbed chalk grassland at Hurley
[818822] in 1961. Careful management has allowed it to prosper in Hurley chalk pit, where it was
frequent on scraped areas of the floor of the quarry in June 2002 and 2004. <1% (1km?). Atlas 2000:
[88]

West Berks: on chalk downs. Knighton Down and Compton Beauchamp [28], Whitehorse Hill [38],
East Ilsley Down [48], Upper Basildon [5976], Lowbury Hill, Moulsford, Fair Mile (RNG), Aston
Upthorpe Downs, Streatley (LAN) and Cholsey (BM) [all 58], Hinksey [50], Pangbourne chalky
railway cutting (RNG and HULL) in 1872 [67]. The most recent sightings were on Aston Upthorpe
Downs [544835] in May 2002 and [545839] in June 2000, but other spots worth searching are near

Streatley [5880] and Blewbury [534820] and [534825] where the plant was last seen in 1971. Atlas
2000: [28], [38], [48], [58], [68]

9 Iberis 1. sempervirens ‘Schneeflocke’, 1. sempervirens ‘Weisser Zwerg’, 1. umbellata ‘Fairy
Series’

Lepidium perfoliatum L. Perfoliate Pepperwort eth5

Known by its yellow (not white) petals, and its upper perfoliate leaves (contrasting with its lower 2-3
pinnate leaves).

West Berks: collected by Druce at Greenham [46] in 1899 (OXF), and by J.S. Huxley at Wallingford
[68] in 1918, but not seen since.

Lepidium bonariense L. Argentine Pepperwort eh51
Known by its middle and upper stem leaves which are deeply pinnately lobed (not entire or dentate).
East Berks: collected by Druce at Ascot [9065] in 1930 (OXF).

Lepidium sativam L. Garden Cress o th6 |
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This is the Cress of “Mustard and Cress”, usually cut down and eaten long before any true leaves
form. Commercial Mustard and Cress seed often contains only Mustard (Sinapis alba) because this
germinates more rapidly, and more uniformly. Outcasts sometimes reach maturity in waste places, or
on heaps of garden refuse. Not permanent. The pepperworts are distinguished on the degree of
division of the middle and lower stem leaves and the nature of the covering of the fruit. This species
has large fruits (> 4.5mm) and non-clasping, pinnate stem leaves.

Silwood Park: locally abundant on one of the student allotments in Silwood Bottom, obviously sown
but now gone to seed on 28 August 2006.

East Berks: near Wellington College, Twyford, rubbish heaps at Reading (1897). Casual on rubbish
tips in Reading (1962). Trial grounds of Messrs. Sutton at Reading in the form of var crispum.
Woodley tip. Atlas 2000: no records.

West Berks: Pucketty Farm [39], Newbury [46], Wytham [40], Bradfield [57], Didcot [59],
Grandpont and South Hinksey [50], Pangbourne [67]. There is a record from arable land at Bradfield
[589722] in 1988. Atlas 2000: [57], [50], [67]

Lepidium campestre (L.) W.T. Aiton Field Pepperwort oth 51
Thlaspi campestre L.

Dry banks, cornfields, sunny waysides, open places in woods, waste ground and wall-tops. In small
quantity, local, and absent from the chalk and wetter districts. Told by its clasping, undivided stem
leaves which are shortly dentate, short style (not conspicuously longer than the sinus in which it sits),
and by the distinctive covering of the fruit (hemispherical, scale-like vesicles).

Ascot: no records.

East Berks: Sonning Cutting, bridle path near Finchampstead, Wellington College, abundant by the
railway at Maidenhead, Wargrave, Bracknell, Braywoodside, Knowl Hill, Twyford, Jouldern’s Ford,
Haws Hill, Windsor, Woodley, Shinfield. Very local on the enormous soil pile overlooking Drift
Road at Silver Springs Farm on 17 June 2008. 1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all except [96]

West Berks: in the Northern Loop of the Thames from to Appleton [40] to Abingdon [49]. Other
scattered records from Aldermaston [56], Greathouse Wood [57], Theale [66]. Atlas 2000: all except
[37], [39], [46], [47], [67], [68]

Lepidium heterophyllum Benth. Smith’s Pepperwort h 5
Lepidium smithii Hook.

Hedge-banks, commons, roadsides, railway embankments, waste ground; local and rare. It shares its
very distinctive stem leaves (entire, with acute clasping auricles) with L. campestre, from which it is
told by its long style (exceeding the apical notch of the fruit), and by the absence of scale-like vesicles
on the fruit.

Ascot: known from dry banks in Sunningdale and Sunninghill in Druce’s time, but not seen there
since the nineteenth century. The nearest extant site is on the clay at Chawridge Bank reserve (below).
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East Berks: local and rare; Sonning Cutting, Burghfield Meadows, Cookham, just off the path to
Foliejon Park at the top of the slope leading down to Chawridge Bank nature reserve [893740],
Woodley, the railway bank at Queens Mere. 1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [76], [77], [87]

West Berks: absent from the chalk, and from the Thames Valley. Denchworth [39], Greenham
Common [46], Grove [49], Bucklebury [56], Aldermaston, Theale and Burghfield [66], Bradfield
[67]. Atlas 2000: [38], [46], [49], [66]

Lepidium virginicum L. Least Pepperwort e th 5 F
Lepidium densiflorum Schrader
Lepidium neglectum Thell.

An infrequent casual of wool and bird-seed introduced from North America, long extinct. Known by
its small (2.3-4mm wide) but not tiny fruits (L. ruderale has smaller fruits 1.5-2.7mm), and by its
relatively deep apical notch (more than 2mm deep, about one tenth of the length of the fruit).

Ascot: collected by Druce at Ascot [96] in 1929 and reported in the notes of the Botanical Exchange
Club.

East Berks: no other records
West Berks: Druce collected plants at Moulsford [58] and Didcot [59] in 1928 (OXF).
Lepidium ruderale L. Narrow-leaved Pepperwort oth51

Waste ground, gardens, cinder beds, bare soil, rubbish tips and walls. Local and sporadic. Known at
once by its tiny fruits (1.4-2.3mm wide) and by its entire (not dentate), non-clasping stem leaves with
their rounded (not acute) tips.

Ascot: under Lime trees by the western end of the new Stand during reconstruction of the Racecourse
[919689] on 30 August 2005.

East Berks: Prospect Park Reading (RDG) in 1912, Woodley in 1960, Emmbrook in 1965,
Smallmead in 1965, Windsor in 1918. By the bridge where the Ascot Road crosses the M4 [894787]
to the north of Holyport in June 2002. By the end of the Drift Road near The Squirrels [9373] in July
2002; still there in 2005. 1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [76], [86], [77], [87]

West Berks: scattered, but absent from the north and west; Hungerford (OXF) [36], Shefford (OXF)
[37], Newbury (OXF) [46], Abingdon (OXF) [49], Aldermaston (RDG) [56], Frilsham [57], Didcot
[59], Pingewood pits [690693] in 1986, Tilehurst (LAN) in 1956 [67]. Atlas 2000: [67]

Lepidium latifolium L. Dittander e h o6

A statuesque plant (to 1.5m) of damp waste ground. It has undivided leaves, sessile above and long
petiolate below. Druce doubted that the plant would be found this far inland, and it was not recorded
by Bowen. A recent arrival in Berkshire.

East Berks: the first twentieth century record was from the water treatment works at Fobney [7071] in
1982, then 10 plants were found nearby, in a lane side at Reading old tip [712710] in 1986 (this site
was destroyed by the construction of the new main road at Rose Kiln Lane). There were 3 small
colonies at Smallmead tip [705707] in 1988. The plant has survived the massive upheaval of all the
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recent site clearance work (development of the Majewski stadium, road construction, and the building
of the new water treatment works) and still grows in the ditch by the bridge into the new Reading
Sewage Works [707707] off Island Road;16 September 2001. A strong population, 10m in length, on
the edge of the drive into Bray Cricket Club [899797] in June 2002-04. <1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [77],
(781, [87]

West Berks: in old peat pits at Newbury [46] in 1809, but long extinct at that site. A single recent
record from the Thames riverbank north of Sandford Lock, Kennington [531017] in 1991. Atlas 2000:
[50]

Lepidium draba L. Hoary Cress ehs5"7
Cardaria draba (L.) Desv.
Lepidium draba subsp. draba

Waste places, railway banks and dry roadsides, forming dense monocultures. It is a rhizomatous,
patch-forming perennial, and this can make it a pernicious and persistent weed. Possession of
rhizomes is a highly unusual growth-form for a crucifer, most of which have tap-roots. According to
botanical legend, its alternative English name, Thanet Cress, derives from its introduction to Britain
in mattress-stuffing brought back by fever-stricken troops returning from the ill-fated expedition to
the island of Walcheren in 1809 (106 men died in action fighting the French, but 4,000 died from
disease). The troops landed at Ramsgate in Kent and their mattresses were subsequently sold to a
farmer on the Isle of Thanet, who ploughed in their contents for manure. Needless to say, there is no
evidence to support this story, and the truth is likely to be more prosaic. The plant appears to have
been introduced at several docks in England and Wales in the early years of the nineteenth century.
The first record was from Swansea docks in 1802, 7 years before the Walcheren invasion.

Silwood Park: long-established in the Greyhound Kennels behind the Walled Garden (pre-1970). The
Kennels were sold in 1995, but development of the proposed housing estate was scotched when the
residents of Silwood House had tree preservation orders placed on the 2 old oak trees. The present
(absurdly pretentious) house was built in 1998 and the Hoary Cress site was destroyed during
construction of the new tennis court. The plant was briefly common in the large bed next to Unit B on
the Science Park, after rhizomes had been brought in with topsoil in 1987; these flowered on 13 May
1990. There were only 4 non-flowering shoots left by April 1994, and the plants were gone by 1996,
shaded out by the planted birch trees. Now extinct.

Ascot: no other records (the closest extant site is at Winkfield). A single small patch in the verge by
the car park entrance [959741] on the road through Windsor Great Park on 6 May 2009.

East Berks: first recorded from Maidenhead (1886), Windsor, Old Windsor. Reading (RDG) in 1912,
Shinfield (1973), Farley Hill (1976). At the roadside of the A308 between Windsor and Bray in 2000.
Locally dominant in patches on the edge of the M4 motorway, conspicuous when flowering in early
spring. Recent records from Reading Station, Earley, Rivermead, Wykery Copse, Shottesbrooke,
south-east Bracknell, Pitlands Farm, Cold Harbour [833787], Cannon Court Farm, and Winkfield.
Abundant on disturbed ground around Majewski Stadium during the building of Green Park (1999-
2004). Common in Reading on the banks of the A3290 [743728] and by the A404 at Temple
[842829] in 2002. Locally abundant on the enormous soil pile overlooking Drift Road at Silver
Springs Farm on 17 June 2008. 5% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all except [78]

West Berks: Beckett Park [28] in 1981 and by the railway at Stainswick Copse [245875] in 2003,
Lambourn [37], by the Portway at Childrey [38], on the ruins of the Prince of Wales pub at Challow
Station [3590] in 2002, Shaw [46], by dumped hardcore at Chapel Farm [448759] in June 2004,
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locally abundant on embankments of the M4 Motorway at the Chieveley Interchange with the A34
[47], on the edge of Abingdon airfield [4797] in 2004, Four Points, south of Aldworth [554788] in
2003, Blewbury churchyard [58] in 1990, abundant at Didcot [59] pre-1897 and still there in 2003, on
newly worked roadsides at Brightwell-cum-Sotwell [59] in 2000, by the railway in Kennington
[5201] in 2004, Southcote (RDG) [67] in 1912. Atlas 2000: all except [68], [69].

Coronopus squamatus (Forssk.) Asch. Swine-cress oth 6
Coronopus procumbens Gilib.
Lepidium squamatum Forssk.

An occasional weed of oilseed rape and broad bean crops. Muddy, trampled ground by gates and
ponds. Waysides, muddy margins of ponds, or on ground from which the turf has been removed by
cattle. Occasionally on mud-topped walls. “Although a widely distributed plant in our area it only
occurs in patches, chiefly in clayey or muddy ground, so that it is absent from a considerable part of
the county. Where geese are kept it is almost sure to be found” (Druce). Absent from very acid soils.
Nowadays much less common than C. didymus.

NVC: OV 7,8,10,13,18,19,21

Silwood Park: very rare and only recently arrived. Two plants in disturbed ground above the kerb on
the CABI side of the road opposite M-Scan in summer 2000, where the fibre optic cables were laid
for the new computer network. Still 3 plants there in June 2001, but not seen since.

Ascot: rare, known only from a soil heap at Broomhall Farm in 1998, but frequent as soon as one
crosses onto the clay at Foliejon.

East Berks: more or less confined to the central clay. A weed of oilseed rape at Swallowfield, Ryeish
Green, Kenney’s Farm, Park Place, Crazey Hill, Knowl Hill, Sonning Meadows, Littlewick Green,
Maidenhead, Hurst, Wargrave, Hawshill, Bray, Queens Eyot, bean crops in Windsor Great Park,
Shaw Farm, Frogmore, Winkfield, with an outlier at Arborfield Garrison. Occasional on the
enormous soil pile overlooking Drift Road at Silver Springs Farm on 17 June 2008. 13% (1km?).
Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: scattered throughout, but least common in the Kennet and Pang valleys; Shrivenham
[28], Lechlade [29], Newbury and Greenham [46], Beedon [47], Abingdon [49], Appleton, Eaton
Stibble, Godstow nunnery and Cumnor [40], Aldermaston [56], Chapel Row [57], Blewbury [58],
Burghfield and Mortimer [66], Tilehurst and Bradfield [67]. In an unsown fallow margin of a wheat
field at Hinton Waldrist [372978] in July 2004. Atlas 2000: [29], [38], [39], [46], [48], [49], [40],
[561, [571, [59], [66], [67], [69]

Coronopus didymus (L.) Sm. Lesser Swine-cress eth7 T
Lepidium didymum L.

Dry arable fields, gardens and disturbed ground, especially common on bare, compacted ground in
towns and by roads. For Druce, this was a “semi-maritime species which occurs in Hampshire and is
an introduced plant in Wiltshire and Surrey, where in Kew Gardens it is a common weed. Not yet
recorded from Berkshire”. Now, it is much more widespread and abundant than the native C.
squamatus. Possessed of a long-lived seed bank, it thrives briefly following mechanical disturbance
of the soil, or when protracted summer drought has set back the perennial vegetation. Freed from
competition (e.g. by misguided weeding in gardens) it can reach 60cm in diameter.

NVC: OV 4,18,19,22
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Silwood Park: a very common ruderal wherever the sandy soil is disturbed. The newly-made lawns
outside the north front of Biology North Block suffered greatly from successive droughts in their first
2 years (1989 and 1990), and Coronopus didymus was completely dominant at the end of 1990 after
the drought had killed the young lawn grasses. The lawns were re-sown in autumn 1990 and there was
little sign of Coronopus in 1991. Water Tank: the dominant plant for several years in what should
have been a lawn, but the grass seed failed in the drought of 1995; common here again in 2000
following trenching for the new fibre optic cables, but gone by 2001. On the Satellite Pad at Pound
Hill, Ashurst Orchard, The Farm, Ashurst Path, Cricket Wicket, William Penney, Heronsbrook, TTC,
M-Scan, Buckhurst Road and East Lodge. Very common in the seed bank of the spoil stripped from
the Church Lane footpath in 2001 and piled by the Kissing Gate in summer 2002. Common at the foot
of the graveyard at Ashurst in August 2002 following installation of the rabbit fence that spring. Very
common in May 2003 after the grassy triangle at Mill Lane had been dug up for pipe works in winter
2002-03. Uncommon in the autumn-cultivated part of the cultivation timing experiment at Pound Hill
in July 2003. Very common in the seedbank beneath old grassland between the Lysimeters and the
Concrete Bunker, reaching 40% ground cover within the rabbit-and-deer fence in April 2004
following cultivation in 2003. Common on imported topsoil at Ashurst lysimeters in May 2004,
declined in 2005 and uncommon by 2006. Completely dominant in July 2006 in the numerous small
circular patches where the experimental compost bins had stood 2003-05, leaving bare ground after
their removal. Common from the seed bank in trenches and earthworks around Silwood Farm on 26
July 2009 during the construction of the new house.

Ascot: common on a topsoil pile at Ravens Corner in May 2004 on the corner of Coronation Road
and South Ascot. Locally abundant on many of the soil piles and bare ground during construction of
Ascot Racecourse in August 2005. Abundant in sown verges of the new underpass road at Ascot
Racecourse [925692] on 2 July 2006. Occasional on 24 May 2007amongst Cynosurus cristatus where
the grass-sowing part of the landscaping work failed, as on the corner of New Mile Road.

East Berks: first recorded at Clewer [9576] in 1918 (RNG), then at Sandhurst (1923), Shinfield
(1930), Coleman’s Moor (1950), Windsor Great Park (1956), Maidenhead (1960), Sonning (1963),
Bracknell (1965), Bray (1966). Now very common throughout. Abundant on the enormous soil pile
overlooking Drift Road at Silver Springs Farm on 17 June 2008. 24% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: first record 1904 in Aldermaston. Increasing, but less frequent than in East Berkshire,
and least common on the chalk. At Kingston Bagpuize [4098] in 2003. Atlas 2000: [29], [38], [39],
[46], [48], [49], [40], [56], [57], [59], [66], [67], [69]

Conringia orientalis (L.) Dumort. Hare’s-ear Mustard eth 6

A rare casual of waste places, usually near hen-houses. Can be overlooked as Brassica rapa but the
latter has beaked fruits.

East Berks: on a ballast heap in Sunningdale (K) in 1887, Reading (1918), Sandhurst (RNG) in 1927.
West Berks: by the railway near Oxford and at Didcot. Harwell (OXF) [48] in 1960, Abingdon
racecourse [49] in 1897, Didcot [59] in 1897, Hinksey (OXF) [50] in 1895, Padworth [66] in 1918,
Theale (RDG) [67] in 1922.

Conringia austriaca (Jacq.) Sweet Thorow-wax eth6 !

West Berks: an east European species found on waste ground at Grandpont [50] before 1897,
distinguished by its 8-angled fruits (3 prominent veins per valve) and its darker yellow flowers.
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Diplotaxis tenuifolia (L.) DC. Perennial Wall-rocket ohb
Sisymbrium tenuifolium L.

Old walls, very local. Distinguished by the possession of a distinct stalk (0.5-6.5mm) between the top
of the pedicel and the bottom of the valves of the fruit. The flowers are big, bright and chrome-
yellow. Poorly developed fruits show only one row of seeds, and so might key out as Sisymbrium.
NVC: OV 19

Silwood Park: locally dominant on one of the student allotments in Silwood Bottom, as if sown as a
crop, on 28 August 2006. The petals were 10mm long and the fruit stalk was 1-1.5mm. By the Header
House, a single, massive plant at the edge of the concrete path outside the door to Greenhouse 9A on
26 July 2007. The plant had fruits 32mm with a beak 2mm, a gap between the bottom of the values
and the top of the sepal scars 0.7mm, and pedicel 14mm, growing with other aliens like Conyza
bonariensis and Senecio inaequidens. The plant was trampled almost to death in May 2008, but was
recovering (but still not flowering) at the end of June 2008.

Ascot: no records. Not recorded from Silwood Park until 2006. Found on Ascot Station on 28 October
2009 in the gravel strip between Platform 1 and the wall at the edge of the Car Park; about 20 large
plants in fruit (and a few still in flower), growing with D. muralis (see below).

East Berks: first recorded from the walls of Windsor Castle in 1770. Walls of Reading Abbey (1843).
Atlas 2000: recent records from Reading [77] in 1994 and Windsor [97] in 1998. <1% (1km?). Atlas
2000: [77], [97]

West Berks: not in Druce or Bowen. Local and rare. Recent records of single plants from waste
ground in Grandpont [5104] and an allotment in Botley [4906] in September 2002. Susan Erskine
found the plant by a new roundabout of A420 and A417 [299952] in 2003. Atlas 2000: no records.

Diplotaxis muralis (L.) DC. Annual Wall-rocket e th 6
Sisymbrium murale L.

Waste ground, gardens and rubbish heaps but chiefly on railway ballast on which it has become
established throughout the county. The bright chrome-yellow petals are smaller (4-8mm not 8-15mm)
than in D. tenuifolia, and the fruit lacks a distinct stalk between the top of the pedicel and the bottom
of the valves (but beware, because there is a gap of 1mm or so).

NVC: OV 7

Silwood Park: rare and ephemeral. On the cinder pot-standing by the southernmost cold frames at The
Greenhouses. Still in flower on 18 October 2000. Not seen since. A single plant on the May-
cultivated Plot 12 at Pound Hill on 29 August 2004.

Ascot: common in and around Ascot Station car park, but rare elsewhere. Its best piece of habitat was
buried under tarmac in spring 2001 during tidying up operations. A single individual survived on 29
June 2001, yet the population had bounced back to more than a dozen big individuals by October
2002. Still quite frequent on the back of Platform 1 in 2007, and survived to July 2008 despite
extensive earthworks associated with cable laying in spring 2008. Common in the gravel strip by the
road up the side of the Comrades Club off Sunninghill High Street on 12 May 2008. In the paved, but
exquisitely weedy, front garden of Fern Place at 23 High Street in Sunninghill on 25 July 2009.
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East Berks: cinder tracks, gardens and disturbed ground near houses; local and uncommon. Wood at
Wargrave (1871), Wellington College Station (1918). Recently at Maidenhead, Sonning, Twyford,
Wellington College, Wokingham, Binfield, Cookham, Maidenhead. 1% (lkmz). Atlas 2000: all
except [78], [97]

West Berks: occasional in the Thames valley from Oxford down to Reading and in the Kennet valley
from Newbury to Reading, but rare or absent elsewhere. Stanford-in-the-Vale [39], Newbury, waste
ground behind Argos in the central car park 29 September 2001 [46], Dry Sandford Pit, Hitchcopse
pit, Abingdon racecourse and Abingdon cemetery [49], Wytham and Botley [40], Midgham [56],
Moulsford [58], Radley and Didcot [59], Grandpont [50], Mortimer and Grazeley [66], Tilehurst and
Theale [67]. Recent records from Lynch Farm, Wytham, Cumnor churchyard and Lower Wootton
[all 40]. Atlas 2000: [28], [46], [49], [40], [56], [50], [66], [67]

Brassica oleracea L. e ch 5

Easily told by its large pale lemon flowers, erect (not spreading) sepals, and the long cylindrical
inflorescence with the top third consisting of unopened flower buds. A great variety of different
genotypes are grown as vegetable crops:

var capitata (L.) Alef Cabbage including Spring, Summer and Autumn cabbages, Winter white,
Savoy cabbage, Savoy hybrids, January King and Red cabbage. Cow cabbages, grown as winter
fodder crops are not seen nowadays.

var gemmifera DC  Brussels Sprouts including Bedford Fillbasket, Early Half Tall, Mallard,
Noisette, Peer Gynt, Widgeon, Montgomery, Rubine and many other named F1 hybrids.

var acephala DC Kale or Collards including Scotch and Siberian kales, collards, tree cabbage (also
known as walking stick cabbage), Palm tree cabbage, and multi-coloured ornamental kales like the
pink-petioled ‘Coral Queen’ and the thistle-leaved ‘Russian Red’ used in winter bedding schemes
with pansies and wallflowers.

var alboglabra (Bailey) Sun Chinese Broccoli

var italica Plenk Calabrese or Broccoli including Purple Sprouting, White Sprouting and many
named F1 hybrids

var botrytis L. Cauliflower including Garant, Markanta and Purple Cape
var gongylodes L. Kohlrabi with its short swollen stem forming an edible corm

Any of these varieties is liable to be found on allotment rubbish tips, or on waste ground near gardens.
They seldom persist for long and very rarely regenerate from seed amongst established vegetation.
Hosts to caterpillars of Large White Butterfly Pieris brassicae, Small White Butterfly P. rapae, and
Cabbage Moth Mamestra brassicae.

Silwood Park: casual as a relic of cultivation. Brussels sprouts and turnips are grown each year in a 4-
year rotation in Silwood Bottom (and formerly Pound Hill Field) as part of a long-term study of
Cabbage Root Fly Delia brassicae and of Cabbage Aphid Brevicoryne brassicae and its parasitoids.
The plants are much attacked as seedlings by pigeons and jackdaws. Sometimes long persistent on
The Tip where dug-up plants are thrown out; e.g. Brussels in full flower 14 May 1983. A single
individual on freshly disturbed soil that had been banked up to rabbit-proof the new boundary fence at
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The Cedars in September 2002 (along with B. napus, below). Brussels Sprouts are frequent on
Rookery Tip where potted plants from greenhouses and controlled temperature rooms are thrown out
once they have outlived their usefulness as hosts for cultures of Cabbage Aphid.

East Berks: not found in our area by Druce. An occasional casual in arable fields and on rubbish tips.
<1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [76], [77], [87], [88], [96]

West Berks: more than 100 plants in a sand pit south of Greathouse Wood [57] in 1988. By a manure
heap in a field corner on the edge of Wasing Wood [5763] in 2000. Atlas 2000: [36], [38], [46], [47],
(571, [59], [50]

Brassica napus L. o th 4

Roadside verges, sides of fields and waste places. A taxonomically complicated group of plants, some
planted, some wild. Individuals appear in a sporadic manner, and the species is not permanent in its
localities. Told from B. rapa on the morphology of the inflorescence: in B. napus the buds overtop the
uppermost petals (in B. rapa the top of the inflorescence is dish-shaped (depressed), so that the
uppermost petals overtop the buds). Petal size and petal colour are also reasonably distinctive: B.
napus has larger petals (more than 11mm) that are pale (not deep) yellow. Host plant of colourful
chrysomelid beetles like Phaedon cochleariae (bright blue) and P. armoraciae (dark blue); the leaves
are mined by Chromatomyia horticola; stems and fruits are attacked by Cabbage Aphid Brevicoryne
brassicae.

Brassica napus subsp. oleifera (DC.) Metzg. Oil-seed Rape eth4 T
Brassica napus L. var. oleifera DC.

Oilseed rape is currently one of the most profitable break crops following winter wheat, and the
countryside glows yellow in April and May from the patchwork of EC-subsidised rape fields. Many
people find the smell of the flowers unpleasantly sickly, and oilseed rape pollen can taint honey crops.
Seeds are capable of protracted persistence in the soil seed bank, and oilseed rape plants (known as
volunteers) are often seen amongst succeeding crops and on set-aside land. Seeds are often
transported when arable topsoil is used for landscaping; masses of oilseed rape flowers appear for the
first couple of years after the contaminated topsoil is spread. Seed spilled from lorries in transit from
the farm to the oilseed processing factory at Erith in Kent are a major contributing factor to the
populations of oilseed rape seen along roadsides in April; we know this because there are many more
oilseed rape plants on the side of the road heading towards Erith where the lorries have a full load of
seed, than in the verge coming back where the lorries are empty. Although the seed can survive for
decades in the soil seed bank, above ground populations of oilseed rape seldom persist for more than
about 3 or 4 years, before succumbing to competition from grasses. Semipermanent populations
require constant soil disturbance to open up recruitment opportunities. The root is slender (not
swollen). Told from B. rapa by the shape of the top of the inflorescence, in which unopened buds
clearly over-top the youngest open flowers (in B. rapa the top of the inflorescence is dish-shaped,
with the buds in the centre of the dish over-topped (and often hidden) by open flowers on the rim of
the dish). It is irritating that Rape is not called Brassica rapa, but there you have it.

NVC: OV 13,42

Silwood Park: transgenic (herbicide tolerant GM) plants were grown in the PROSAMO experiment,
sown in 1990, 1991 and 1992. None of the GM plants persisted in any of the 4 habitats: Pound Hill
Field (arable), Rush Meadow (wet grassland), Gunness’s Hill (bracken) or Merten’s Acres
(woodland), and the GM plants never out-performed their conventional counterparts. Often grown as
a crop in Silwood Bottom and Ashurst Four Acre Field, and appearing as volunteers in succeeding
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years. Strays on roadsides (as at The Cannon in 1996, Mill Lane 1997 and 2000, Ascot Road in 1992
and 1998, etc.) but never lasting for more than 2 years in any one place. Strays also seen at Tractor
Sheds and South Lodge. There were no Rape plants at all in Silwood in 2002. In April 2003 there was
a single huge plant against the new fence of The Cedars, where topsoil had been banked up in 2002
when the rabbit proofing was installed.

Ascot: uncommon in the central reservation of the A322 between Bracknell and Bagshot in 2002.
Behind the shops in South Ascot in May 2004.

East Berks: widespread on roadsides, but impermanent and seldom abundant except on motorway
sliproads, and on waste ground close to farms where large amounts of seed are spilled. 32% (1km?).
Atlas 2000: all squares.

West Berks: roadsides throughout, and in landscaping schemes where topsoil from arable fields has
been used. In chalky set-aside land on Lambourn Downs [28]. Atlas 2000: all squares

Brassica napus subsp. rapifera Metzg. Swede e th 4
Brassica napus L. subsp. napobrassica (L.) O. Schwarz

Uncommon as a crop these days, and not seen recently. Neither Druce nor Bowen bothered to record
the subspecies or varieties. This is a rape with its root swollen into a yellow-fleshed tuber. You have
probably been bored by the argument about whether the proper name for the vegetable is “turnip” or
“swede”. The real answer is “it depends upon whether you are eating Turnip or Swede”! They are not
synonyms. Swedes originated from Sweden in about 1775 (hence the name) and are traditionally
caten in midwinter in Scotland as an accompaniment to haggis when (even more confusingly) they
are called “neeps”. Turnips are round and white- (not yellow-) fleshed, with a more watery
consistency. Swedes and Turnips are critically distinguished only on the morphology of the
inflorescence (see below).

Ascot: a rare casual in the verge of St George’s Lane in May 1982.
Brassicarapa L. Wild Turnip ch 5 and oth 5

Told from B. napus by the dish-shaped top to the inflorescence, in which the uppermost petals
overtop the unopened flower buds in the centre. The petals are smaller (< 12mm) and deeper golden
yellow in colour. There are two distinctive subspecies in Berkshire (below): the species as a whole is
distributed as follows:

NVC: OV 4,19

East Berks: 8% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares
West Berks: Atlas 2000: all except [28], [38], [46]

Brassica rapa subsp. campestris (L.) A.R. Clapham Bargeman’s Cabbage ch 5
Brassica campestris L.
Brassica rapa L. subsp. sylvestris (Lam.) Janchen

A local speciality of riverbanks and brook-sides; this native perennial species is locally common and
much more permanent than Oilseed Rape. Bargeman’s Cabbage is occasional but conspicuous along
the margins of the Thames all the way from Lechlade [29] down to Runnymede [97], but is much less
common on the southern rivers of the county, and absent from most of the interior. This is a flood-
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responsive species; Michael Wilkinson and his colleagues at Reading University have shown that the
plant is much more abundant by rivers than by canals, and that on the River Thames, the plant is
significantly more abundant immediately below locks than immediately above them. The most
spectacular display is just over the county boundary [TQ 0272], where the M25 motorway crosses the
R. Thames at Hythe End (v.c.21) and at nearby Runnymede [TQO0171] (v.c.17). Here, both banks of
the motorway are dominated by dense stands of Bargeman’s Cabbage, which is much more abundant
on this part of the motorway than is Oilseed Rape. Bargeman’s Cabbage flowers later, and is still
flowering after the Oilseed Rape has gone over. Told from B. rapa subsp. rapa by its slender (not
swollen) root, and from B. rapa subsp. oleifera by smaller (< 1.6mm dia. ), grey or blackish seeds
(not red brown, more than 1.6mm dia.). Skeletal plants by the riverside in late summer can be told
from Oilseed Rape, B. napus subsp. oleifera by the seeds, which are small (c. 1mm) and grey, not big
(c. 2mm or more) and black.

Ascot: no records. Not in Silwood Park.

East Berks: near Sandford Mill on the Loddon and plentifully by the Thames from Sonning to
Maidenhead. Common on the Thames banks at Old Windsor Lock and on Windsor Racecourse. Large
patches dominate the lane sides by Bray Marina. Frequent along the bank by the Thames Path from
Henley via Remenham to Aston. Frequent on the islands at Hurley Lock. Uncommon on the stretch
from Maidenhead to Cookham. Locally abundant on the Thames bank between Sonning and Sonning
Lock, where a concerned local resident was fretting about the “terrible Oilseed Rape problem”; he
was somewhat crestfallen to learn that he was referring to a cherished native plant rather than a
rampant triffid. Sporadic and rare in waste places elsewhere, away from the river.

West Berks: occasional by the Thames from Lechlade to Streatley. Often growing with Brassica
nigra downstream as far as Wallingford. Common at Cholsey Marsh [5886] in the Thames-side
nature reserve. Uncommon by the Thames-side path through Oxford as at Donnington Bridge [5204].
By the Kennet and Avon Canal in the centre of Hungerford [337687] in 2002.

Brassica rapa subsp. rapa Turnip e th 5

A frequent escape from cultivation in Druce’s time, but now uncommon. Formerly grown as a fodder
crop, and found on lane sides and in ditches where turnips had fallen off farm trailers in transit.
Vincent (1906) recounts the story of a Scots ‘shooting type’ going after partridge referring
disparagingly to the paltry size of the turnips in fields near Long Wittenham: “he had never been
asked to shoot in a field of radishes before”.

Silwood Park: very local and rare. A single plant grew from the seed bank on North Gravel after the
Leyland Cypress trees were felled; flowering 4 April 2001. One plant in gravel outside North Block
in April 2003. Grown as a crop every year in Silwood Bottom until 1998 as part of a study of cabbage
root fly, but these plants never persisted or sowed themselves.

East Berks: rare in the arable districts. Jealott’s Hill, White Waltham, Fifield.

West Berks: on the northern verge of the M4 Motorway east of Chieveley on 6 May 2001. On a
pavement in central Abingdon [4997] in July 2002.

Brassica rapa subsp. oleifera (DC.) Metzg. Turnip-rape o th 5
Brassica rapa L. var. oleifera DC.
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This is a rare bird-seed alien with us; it is sometimes grown as an oilseed crop, but much less
frequently than B. napus subsp oleifera.

West Berks: on the tip at Grandpont [40].

The following Chinese leaves are becoming popular as garden crops and are found occasionally on
tips and waste ground: Brassica rapa subsp. pekinensis (Lour.) Celery Cabbage or Pe Tsai, Brassica
rapa subsp. chinensis Pak Choi, and Brassica rapa subsp. nipposinica var. laciniata Mizuna.

Brassica juncea (L.) Czern. Chinese Mustard o th6 !l
Sinapis juncea L.

Told from Turnip and Rape by the fact that the stem leaves do not clasp the stem. Told from B.
carinata by the long beak (5-9mm rather than 2.5-6mm) on the fruit, and the lower leaves with 1-3
lobes (not 0-1).

Silwood Park: very rare casual. An enormous plant of unknown origin, growing in the competition-
free and herbivore-free conditions afforded by the 1998-cultivated, fenced (but not methyl bromide
treated) plot at Oak Mead on 12 September 1998, in company with Sisymbrium officinale. Not seen
since.

East Berks: not in Druce. A rare casual on rubbish tips. Reading tip (1953), Loddon Mill (OXF) in
1954. <1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [77], [96]

West Berks: Bradfield (RNG) [57] in 1988, Didcot (OXF) [59] in 1927, Kennington (OXF) [50] in
1963. Atlas 2000: [67]

Brassica elongata Ehrh. Long-stalked Rape e hs 6

Roadsides and waste ground; very local and rare. A conspicuous, bright green species, with large
unlobed basal leaves (22cm x 9cm in our plant) with large marginal teeth (7mm x 6mm), and entire
lanceolate upper leaves (14.5cm x 2.5cm). The fruits are borne on a stipe separating the valves from
the pedicel (only Diplotaxis tenuifolia is similar in this respect).

Ascot: very rare. In the verge opposite the Nursery Entrance to the Civil Service College by
Sunningdale cemetery. One plant survived cutting in 1999 and 2000 to flower and set seed in July
2001.

East Berks: no other records.
West Berks: Wytham Mill [40] and Didcot [59] in 1893 and 1892 (OXF).

Brassica nigra (L.) W.D.J. Koch Black Mustard th 5
Brassica sinapioides Roth.
Sinapis nigra L.

River-banks, waysides, arable fields, and margins of streams and ditches. Told from other crucifers
with appressed fruits as follows: Sinapis arvensis has entire (not pinnate) upper stem leaves,
Sisymbrium officinale has hairy sepals, while Hirschfeldia incana has grey rather than green leaves,
and a single seed in the beak of its fruit (not seedless as in Brassica and Sisymbrium).
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Ascot: no records. Not in Silwood Park.

East Berks: uncommon by the Thames near Bisham Wood, Waltham, Coleman’s Moor, Maidenhead,
Twyford, Old Windsor, etc., but rare or absent elsewhere. 3% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [88], [97]

West Berks: common by the Thames from Lechlade [29] down to Wallingford [58] but much rarer
elsewhere. Seldom found south of 85 in West Berkshire; exceptions are North Heath [47],
Aldermaston [56] and Theale gravel pits [66]. Like B. rapa subsp. campestris, very uncommon on the
southern rivers like Kennet and Loddon. Atlas 2000: all except [37], [47]

Sinapis arvensis L. Charlock oth5
Brassica arvensis (L.) Rabenh., non L.

Brassica sinapistrum Boiss.

Brassica sinapis Vis., nom. illegit.

Brassica kaber (DC.) Wheeler

The only yellow crucifer that is a common weed of arable fields (although oilseed rape often produces
volunteers; see above); also on disturbed ground in towns. Generally distributed, but commoner in the
west on calcareous soils than in the east on acid soils. Told from S. alba by the beak of its fruit which
is short (7-16mm) and conical (the beak of S. alba is larger (10-24mm) and flattened into the shape of
a scythe).

NVC: OV 1,8,10,13,16,18,19,33

Silwood Park: common on imported topsoil during the construction of the Science Park 1987-89 but
not seen since. An uncommon arable weed (e.g. in field beans in Four Acre Field in June 1984, and
potato in Silwood Bottom in July 1980). Rare ruderal at Merten’s Acres and Ashurst Oaks in 1999.
Locally abundant in north-western corner of Ashurst Four Acre Field in summer 2001 after the 6-
year-old grass plots were ploughed in October 2000; still confined to this corner in May 2004.
Consistently one of the least common annuals in the fallow at Pound Hill Field (1979-2004). On
imported topsoil at the Ashurst lysimeter site in May 2004 and in the same spot in May 2005 and
2006. After herbicide treatment of the Lysimeters in spring 2009, followed by cultivation in mid-
June, abundant plants came up from the seed bank in a patch in exactly the same place as before on 9
July 2009, when the first flowers were just starting to appear. Three plants under the evergreen
Quercus x turneri outside North Block on 23 June 2006.

Ascot: scattered and uncommon on the earthworks and landscaping associated with the new Race
Course (2005-07).

East Berks: “at Marlow it occurs sparingly, being replaced by S. alba” (Mill, 1843). Much more
frequent than S. alba at Bisham and Remenham these days. 24% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: the commonest yellow-flowered cruciferous weed. Atlas 2000: all squares

Sinapis alba L. White Mustard oth 6
Brassica hirta Moench

Brassica alba (L.) Rabenh.

Sinapis alba subsp. alba

Cultivated fields, in Druce’s time “sometimes very abundant on the chalk where it replaces S.
arvensis”. Formerly much planted as an agricultural crop. Much less common nowadays, and seldom
used these days as a break crop or a green manure for ploughing in. This is the mustard of “Mustard
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and Cress” (the cress is Lepidium sativum). Naturalised or casual on waste ground, roadsides and tips,
especially on calcareous soils. On the margins of chalky arable fields. Very local, but often abundant
where it occurs.

Silwood Park: first recorded as 8 plants on 25 August 2008 growing with Phacelia on a student
allotment in Silwood Bottom on an abandoned plot where, presumably, it had been sown deliberately
in a previous year.

Ascot: no other records.

East Berks: rare, and restricted to chalk soils in the north. Very abundant in several fallow set-aside
fields north of Sutton Court Farm [837667] in June 2003. <1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [77], [87], [97]

West Berks: common in the margins of arable fields on the chalk, between Ashbury [28] and
Streatley [58], but scattered throughout. Buscot [29], Drayton and Courtfield House [49], Wasing pits
[56], Pingewood pits [66]. Atlas 2000: all except [68], [69]

Sinapis alba subsp. dissecta (Lag.) Bonnier

A rare casual of waste ground. No recent records. Told by its 2-pinnate leaves with the terminal lobe
not much longer than the adjacent laterals, and glabrous (not hispid) fruits.

Eruca vesicaria subsp. sativa (Mill.) Thell. Garden Rocket e th 5
Eruca sativa Mill.

A rare casual of gardens and rubbish tips. An increasingly common salad vegetable amongst the
trendy middle classes; likely to become more common as a garden escape.

Silwood Park: rare casual, 3 plants on outcast soil by the Header House, 17 May 1993. Possibly
introduced from Israel by Bill Kunin. Not seen since. Frequently grown on the student’s allotments in
Silwood Bottom; there were occasional stragglers in June 2003. Two plants in the nettle bed between
the Header House and the CABI Greenhouse on 20 July 2006 growing with Agrostemma githago and
Papaver somnifierum. 1t is not clear whether these represent a new introduction or are from the same
stock as the earlier record.

East Berks: Reading in 1897. Atlas 2000: [96]

West Berks: Newbury Station [46] in 1896, and Cholsey [58], Didcot [59]. Calcot Row [67] in 1960.
Atlas 2000: [67]

Erucastrum gallicum (Willd.) O.E. Schulz Hairy Rocket e th 5 ¢}
Sisymbrium gallicum Willd.

Brassica ochroleuca Beck

Waste ground, a rare casual. Not seen recently.
NVC: 0OV 7

West Berks: on waste ground at Grandpont [50], Farmoor reservoir [40] in 1964, and by the railway
at Didcot [59] in 1897.

Coincya monensis subsp. cheiranthos (Vill.) Aedo, Leadlay & Muiioz Garm. Wallflower Cabbage
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Rhynchosinapis cheiranthos (Vill.) Dandy e th 5
A rare casual of sandy ground and waste places.

West Berks: known to Druce from the railway at Didcot Station from before 1897. One hundred years
later, the same population of plants was known to Richard Palmer from brickwork and embankments
near the coaling stage at the Great Western Centre at Didcot Station [5290] from 1986-2001. It had
thrived on neglect, neither spreading nor going extinct, but it has suffered recently from over-zealous
tidying-up operations. Atlas 2000: [59]

Hirschfeldia incana (L.) Lagr.-Foss. Hoary Mustard eth6 T
Sinapis incana L.
Brassica incana (L.) Meigen, non Ten.

Locally abundant on railway lines and disturbed ground near motorways. It has shown a massive
increase in abundance in recent years. Now one of the commonest yellow-flowered crucifers of urban
bare ground. Typically dies out within 2 to 5 years of establishment, unless the ground is kept open by
repeated soil disturbance. Told by its appressed fruits, and distinguished from Brassica nigra by the
fact that the beak of the fruit contains a single seed. The Latin name, incana, refers to the grey-green
foliage, which is highly distinctive once you get your eye in for it.

Silwood Park: very local and rare; a recent arrival. 4 plants in the fallow in Silwood Bottom on 25
May 2000, but never seen again here. Met Tower, 1 plant by the new mobile phone mast on 6 June
2001; Header House, 3 plants next to the BP Greenhouse access road, and 1 plant between CABI and
M-Scan, on 10 June 2001. None of these populations persisted for more than 1 year, but the BP
Greenhouse population reappeared after a gap of 1 year, with a single plant on the opposite side of the
road (by Southwood Halls) on 31 May 2003 and 13 June 2004; there were 3 plants in June 2005.
There were two closely grazed plants in turf of North Gravel behind the BP Greenhouse on 4 June
2007. The single plant on 10 May 2002 below the Silwood Park sign at Sunninghill Crossroads
(following work to erect the mobile phone mast in autumn 2001), and a single individual on the
cinder pot-standing at the Greenhouses were the only 2 plants in the area in 2002; neither site was
occupied in 2003 or 2004, but there were 2 plants at Sunninghill Crossroads beneath the new mast on
1 July 2005 (but none since then). There were 2 individuals on recently disturbed ground at Mill Lane
Triangle on 13 July 2004. A single plant near the Met Tower on 23 June 2006 between the oak tree
and the laboratory, and another single plant nearby on 1 June 2007. A single plant on North Gravel
between the BP Greenhouse and Flowers Halls in June 2006 was repeatedly browsed by deer but
repeatedly produced flowering regrowth shoots. It was seen again in 2007 but not in 2008 or 2009.
There was one plant, much browsed by deer, outside the BP greenhouse on 12 June 2010; the
regrowth stems flowered in July, but may not have ripened any seed. A single plant in the grassy
triangle between The Farm and The Lake on 29 August 2011.

Ascot: the plant was first seen on 10 October 1996, growing on piles of crushed sea shells used for
surfacing the paths on Sunningdale golf course (in the Surrey part of [96], v.c.17). The first record
from the Berkshire part of Ascot was in June 1997 when it was locally frequent in the verge opposite
The Wells public house on London Road between Ascot and Sunninghill. There were 27 plants in
1997 but the population was gone by 1999, having succumbed to competition from grass. One plant
reappeared in July 2003 but did not last, and there were 2 plants in June 2005 but none in 2006. There
was a single plant in flower here on 20 September 2007 and one plant at the eastern end of the grassy
part of the verge and one close to the original site on the corner of Cheapside Road on 10 June 2009.
Rare on dumped topsoil on the edge of South Ascot playing fields on 29 June 2001, but increased
substantially by August 2007. One enormous multi-stemmed plant by the entrance to the new Science



245

Park on Kingsride on 15 July 2001. On 16 September 2003, on bare ground on the demolition site in
Sunninghill [939683] where the long-empty houses of Matthews Court had stood until the site was
bulldozed in early 2003. Rare on ruins during construction of the new grandstand at Ascot Racecourse
[92451 69000] in August 2005. Rare in sown verges of the new underpass road at Ascot Racecourse
[925692] on 2 July 2006. Abundant on 18 May 2007 with large plants thriving in holes dug for tree
planting where piped irrigation water is provided, in newly sown (fenced) grassland on the eastern
side of the junction of Winkfield Road and the Ascot United entrance [925695]. Very local in the
verge of the Peanut Roundabout, at the southern end of the Peanut, on the interior (island) verge
facing the Sunninghill (A332) entrance [935716] flowering on 2 September 2007.

East Berks: not in Druce. It was a rare alien on Reading tip in 1961, and Bowen had not seen it. It has
become widespread since 1990, but is still uncommon away from larger towns. Locally dominant on
disturbed ground at motorway junctions (e.g. where the A33 crosses the M4 at Reading [716686] in
1998, gone by 2001, but back again in abundance in May 2002 and gone again by 2004). Maidenhead
sewage works and Bray Wick in 2001. Locally dominant by the A404(M) Maidenhead bypass in June
2002. Very common on waste ground between Tesco’s superstore and the railway at Kings Meadow
in Reading [725737] where it is still much the commonest yellow crucifer (September 2008), and on
waste ground on Wargrave Marsh [7780] and Holyport [8978] in 2002-04. By the Northern Relief
Road at Quelm Park [8770] in Bracknell and at Binfield [8370] in July 2002. On stonework by the R.
Thames in Maidenhead [9081] and at Old Windsor Lock [9974] in August 2002. Locally frequent by
Harvest Hill Road [8879] and on a building site in Cookham Dean [8785] in June 2003. In unkempt
lawns in Wokingham town centre [8068] and at Amen Corner in Bracknell [8469] in September 2004.
At the rear of 3M on Cain Road Bracknell on 2 September 2007. Dominant on the enormous soil pile
overlooking Drift Road at Silver Springs Farm on 17 June 2008, clearly visible from aeroplanes
approaching Heathrow from the west. 9% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares.

West Berks: a recent arrival, still rare. First recorded from Didcot Station [5290] in 1985; still there
and locally frequent in July 2003, but it has not spread far west along the railway. Common on the
verges of the A4 between Aldermaston Wharf and Ufton Nervet in June 2002-05, and by the M4 in
[66]. Still no records from the west of the area by 2004. Atlas 2000: [56], [59], [66], [67]

Rapistrum rugosum (L.) Bergeret Bastard Cabbage eth5
Myagrum rugosum L.

Rapistrum rugosum subsp. linnaeanum (Coss.) Rouy and Foucaud

Rapistrum rugosum (L.) J. Bergeret var. linnaeanum Cosson

A rare casual of waste ground, roadsides, sewage works and arable land. It appears to be declining in
distribution and abundance in Berkshire, in contrast to the trend exhibited in other parts of southern
England (Stace records the plant as frequent and increasing, invasive of open grassland), and also
contrary to the prediction made by Bowen (see below).

Silwood Park: rare casual. Six plants on the soil heap resulting from excavation of the foundations of
the wind tunnel, 16 August 1985. Never seen again.

East Berks: not in Druce. Arable fields, allotments and rubbish tips. Local, but increasing according
to Bowen. Reading tip (LAN) in 1960, Finchampstead, Maidenhead (1952), Barkham Ride (1963),
Woodley tip (1975). Locally frequent at Maidenhead sewage works [8980] in September 2001. <1%
(1km?). Atlas 2000: [77], [96]

West Berks: Cothill (OXF) [4699] in 1908, Lower Whitley Farm [40] in 1964, Abingdon (OXF) in
1918 and allotments [4997] in 1963. Theale [67] in 1959. Riddle Hill (OXF) [5484] in 1978. Locally
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frequent on the margins of chalky arable fields between Blewbury and Aston Upthorpe [547860] in
June 2002, and on waste ground in urban Faringdon [2895] in July 2002.

Raphanus sativus L. Garden Radish e th 5

A rare casual of rubbish tips. Radishes were included in the rations given to the workers building the
Great Pyramid in Egypt in BC2780. Modern cultivated radishes come in 4 groups: white (or red),
black, Mougri and oil-seed radish. In Europe, the crisp and crunchy white radishes are eaten fresh
after as little as 25 days growth. In China and Japan, radishes are eaten cooked and sliced (often in
soups), and take much longer to grow (even overwintering in some cases). The record weight for the
cultivar called Sakurajima is 45 kg. These cold hardy forms may well naturalise in due course.

East Berks: on a tip in Woodley in 1996.

Raphanus raphanistrum L. othb
Raphanus raphanistrum subsp. raphanistrum Wild Radish

Common in cornfields on light sandy soils, and on disturbed waste ground. Generally distributed in
both its white- and yellow-petalled forms. The leaves are mined by Phyllotreta nemorum.

Silwood Park: one of the most abundant components of the weed seed bank in arable ground. In
Silwood Bottom it forms solid white sheets of flower in June, following autumn cultivation, or July
following spring cultivation. The yellow-flowered individuals are variable in frequency, but average
about 1 in 100. Scarce at Pound Hill in May 2003 following the severe spring drought of that year.
Completely dominant in Ashurst Four Acre Field following autumn cultivation, with yellow-flowered
individuals at about 1 in 1,000. Also in Pound Hill Field, Ashurst Orchard, Observatory Ridge,
Merten’s Acres. It is local in Silwood as a whole, being found in fewer than 10% of the 1 hectare
plots, and never in closed vegetation. Uncommon on imported topsoil at Ashurst lysimeters and rare
in the seedbank in the new deer-and-rabbit-exclosure in May 2004. Local and rare in the fenced part
of the broom experiment in Nash’s Field in May 2004. In the late-cultivated deer exclosure in
Silwood Bottom, normally dominated by Sonchus arvensis, it was flowering on 30 September 2007
after a particularly late cultivation that year (mid June). Dominant flowering plant on 26 July 2009 in
Silwood Bottom after the very late cultivation in June 2009 (using contractors, because the Silwood
tractor can no longer plough). Locally abundant in Four Acre Field at Ashurst in August 2010
following October 2009 cultivation. On Royal Wedding Day 29 April 2011 the plant was uncommon
on the autumn-cultivated part of Ashurst Four Acre Field, in a year when Arabidopsis was dominant
following a very dry March. On 2 June 2011 following the drieset March, April and May in memory
it was still very uncommon, but there was a bumper crop of Matricaria recutita, parcicularly on the
ground adjoinng the New Chalk Plots. Scarce also on this date on Silwood Bottom.

East Berks: common in disturbed ground by the R. Thames, as at Maidenhead Court [9083].
Relatively infrequent at the kilometre scale: 11% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares
West Berks: Atlas 2000: all squares

Raphanus raphanistrum subsp.landra (Moretti ex DC) Bonnier and Layens Mediterranean Radish
Raphanus landra Moretti ex DC

A rare casual of waste places, mainly from grain. The leaves have rather distant lateral lobes, and the
petals are small (8-15mm not 15-22mm). No recent records.
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RESEDACEAE
Reseda odorata L. Garden Mignonette e th 6

A relatively uncommon garden annual of herbaceous borders grown for its sweet-scented flowers.
Only as an outcast on rubbish heaps etc. & not naturalised.

West Berks: at Abingdon racecourse [49], Didcot [59], Grandpont [50], Southcote [67] pre-1897.
Kennington [50] in 1951 (OXF).

Reseda luteola L. Weld ohs6 T

Waysides, quarries, fields, walls, dry banks and disturbed ground, especially on acid soils. Commoner
now than in Druce’s or Bowen’s time. Unpalatable to rabbits and hence conspicuous in otherwise
closely grazed turf. Very common on waste ground in towns, especially on former railway yards.
Told from R. lutea by its leaves: entire in R. luteola, pinnate in R. lutea.

Silwood Park: introduced accidentally with chalk from Maidenhead Thicket during construction of
the Chalk Plots, and flowering at the end of the first year; 10 September 1983. Not seen here since. In
topsoil imported during the construction of the Science Park; September 1989 but not seen since.
Sown in the herb rich plots in Oak Mead, and succeeded in both grazed and ungrazed plots in July
1996 and subsequently. Bowen considered the plant to be rare or absent from acid soils, but it was
very common in Silwood Park throughout the 1990s. Unusually abundant in the dry summer of 1990
on the patch of waste ground between M-Scan and the CIBC quarantine greenhouses. Nursery Field,
a dozen rosettes in heavily grazed horse pasture on 4 December 1991, but not seen since (the site is
now overgrown with Carex muricata subsp. lamprocarpa). Very common on the grassy banks around
the Water Tank in summer 2000 (when, after all those years of staying mysteriously full to the brim
with water, the tank finally sprang a leak and emptied). A single plant on North Gravel by the BP
Greenhouse in June 2002. One plant in gravel by the CABI transformer in July 2002. One plant in a
pavement crack at the M-Scan corner of the CABI building in April 2004. Very common in the
seedbank beneath old grassland at Nursery Field in April 2004 following cultivation in 2003. Rare on
imported topsoil at Ashurst lysimeters in June 2004. Frequent at the base of walls all around the
CABI building in 2006 and 2007. Large plants in the strip of bare ground between the Jiff
Greenhouse and MScan on 28 June 2008. There were 30 plants in a line along the base of the wall on
the sunny side of Unit B on the Science Park on 17 April 2009. One massive plant in flower in the
Lysimeters at Ashurst on 20 September 2009 following herbicide treatment and late-summer
cultivation. From the seed-bank by the new road to the renovated Silwood Farm on 29 August 2011.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m?
0 0 0 2 7

Ascot: locally common on soil piles and bare ground during construction of Ascot Racecourse in
August 2005; the only Reseda species found on the site. Still hanging on, but uncommon, in new
grass-sowing work on the corner of New Mile Road on 23 May 2007, where the original planting
failed because the ground was too wet.
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East Berks: locally frequent, commonest on the clay. Uncommon on the enormous soil pile
overlooking Drift Road at Silver Springs Farm on 17 June 2008. 20% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all
squares

West Berks: uncommon on the chalk, but common in the Thames and Kennet valleys and to the
south and west of Reading. On the ruins of the Prince of Wales pub at Challow Station [3590] in
2001. In chalky set-aside on top of Weathercock Hill [2882] in May 2002. Locally abundant on cinder
in railway sidings at Didcot Parkway Station [5290] in 2003. Common in 2004 on freshly exposed
gravel where the runway of Greenham Common airbase was taken up [5064]. Atlas 2000: all
squares.

Reseda alba L. White Mignonette e th-h 6 ¥

A rare casual on waste ground. Told from the pinnate-leaved R. lutea by its 4 (not 3) carpels,
persistent filaments and tuberculate (not smooth) seeds.

East Berks: by the old University buildings in Reading from 1967-73.
West Berks: near the station at Didcot [59] with other foreign plants in 1897.
Reseda lutea L. Wild Mignonette h 6

Fields, waysides, arable land, disturbed ground and cinder tracks; locally frequent on the chalk,
occasional on other calcareous soils but rare on acid soils and practically absent from clay soils. Much
less common than R. luteola, from which it is told by its divided (pinnate not entire) leaves.

Silwood Park: rare and ephemeral. North Gravel: one plant on a soil heap from the construction of
Southwood Halls; 28 June 1981. Chalk Plots: sown in the original seed mixture in 1983. First flowers
on the chalkiest plots at the end of the first year; 10 September 1983. Just 3 plants in Plot §; 17 July
1986. Not seen since. Oak Mead: frequent in the first summer after sowing 31 July 1996 and still
there on the fenced plots in 2000. On 19 May 2007 it was restricted to one of the plots within fenced
Block E. In Plot H of the Tilman Experiment in Nash’s Field since 1995, rare but persistent (still there
in May 2003).

Ascot: local and rare. A single plant on 16 September 2003, on bare ground on the demolition site in
Sunninghill [939683] where the long-empty houses of Matthews Court had stood until the site was
bulldozed in early 2003.

East Berks: rare in the north, absent on the interior and the south. Henley, Windsor Home Park,
Sonning Cutting, Hurley, Hurley chalk pit, Maidenhead, Wargrave, Cookham, Twyford. Frequent on
waste ground between Tesco and the railway in Reading [725737] and by the A404 at Temple
[842829] in 2002-08. 3% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: common on the chalk, locally frequent in the Northern Loop, but rare or absent in the
Kennet valley. In rank chalk grassland at Seven Barrows [3282]. On dumped soil in Chilton railway
cutting [4985] on 12 June 2004. Common on the coralline oolite exposures in Dry Sandford Pit
[4699] 1980-2004. By the ancient trackway up Cholsey Downs [5685], on the Ridgeway through
[38], [48] and [S8], and along the Fair Mile [5583]. Common by the footpath between Aston
Upthorpe and Blewbury [5485] in 2002. Locally frequent on cinder in railway sidings at Didcot
Parkway Station [5290] in 2003. Atlas 2000: all except [67], [68]
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9 Reseda R. odorata

CLETHRACEAE

9 Clethra C. alnifolia, C. barbinervis

EMPETRACEAE

Empetrum nigrum L. e chw 5
Empetrum nigrum subsp. nigrum Crowberry

West Berks: planted at Jarn Mound, which was built by Sir Arthur Evans (1851-1941) as a wild
garden in which he planned to grow a complete set of British native plant species. The nearest native
sites for Crowberry are on Exmoor, Dartmoor, South Wales and the Southern Pennines.

EPACRIDACEAE
Pentachondra pumila (Forst. & Forst. F.) R. Br. en 6

This is a procumbent, closely branched dwarf shrub to 15cm with ascending branches, with sessile
white flowers to 6mm and red fruits to 12mm in diameter (not in Stace).

Silwood Park: grown in The Heather in summer 1995 in a screening trial by IIBC for a proposed
heather beetle introduction to New Zealand as a biocontrol agent against Calluna. Six potted plants
sunk in a small exclosure and batches of Lochmaea adults and eggs were added throughout the
summer. The plants survived up to 1999, but left no offspring.

ERICACEAE
9 Ledum L. palustre, L. subsp. groenlandicum
Rhododendron ponticum L. Rhododendron em5 7T

An invasive alien of plantations, woods and heaths on acid soils. Locally frequent and dominant in
some parts of south Berkshire. Absent from calcareous soils. It is not entirely clear when, exactly,
rhododendron invasion began to be perceived as a problem. Druce made no mention of the plant, and
the first Berkshire record was not until 1918. Salmon makes no mention of it in his 1931 Flora of
Surrey, but in 1976, Lousley was writing “Grows freely from seed and seedlings are abundant. Its
dense evergreen shade eliminates all species of the herb layer. Control is difficult and expensive”. It
was first recorded from Hampshire in 1924, but not until 1965 from Oxfordshire.

It forms completely impenetrable thickets in Scots pine plantations on the Bagshot sands, and can
quickly over-run abandoned gardens. It is a serious pest in certain of the Crown Estates woodlands
around Bracknell. The most conspicuous damage to rhododendrons is Bud Blast Pycnostysanus
azaleae which Kkills the buds in summer, then produces tiny black pin shaped structures (coremia) in
the following spring. The disease is transmitted by a very attractive green-and-red leaf hopper called
Graphocephala fennahi, which is common on the foliage in summer. Whitefly (Dialeurodes
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chittendeni) are found occasionally on the undersides of leaves, but the commonest leaf damage
consists of semicircular chunks eaten out of the edge by the nocturnal adults of Vine Weevil
(Otiorhynchus sulcatus); the larvae are subterranean root-feeders, and the species consists almost
entirely of females which reproduce parthenogenetically. Post-2000, R. ponticum die-back has
become locally prevalent, perhaps caused by introduced strains of fungal pathogen Phytophthora sp.
NVC: W 10,15,16

Silwood Park: planted, self-sown and relic of former ornamental plantings. Choice cultivars of
rhododendrons used to be grafted on R. ponticum rootstocks and the choice cuttings tended to get out-
competed by sprouts from the base, and hence to form thickets of the weedy plant. Spreads by
layering wherever there is a cover of moist leaf litter. Locally dominant in several of the older
woodland habitats, but particularly abundant in parts of Nash’s Copse, just below the Church Lane
footpath. On the dam of Silwood Lake. Not found in the naturally regenerated woodlands like
Merten’s Acres, Elm Slope or Water Meadow. The rhododendrons suffered terribly in the protracted
drought of 1995 and many of the thickets in full sun were cut back right to ground level. Some root-
stocks died, while others resprouted from the base in 1996 (another dry year). Recovery proper did
not begin until 1997. The thicket on either side of the Cannon Path beyond the Croquet Lawn was
particularly badly hit, and was extremely unsightly for the next 4 years or so, as the plants recovered
and grew back to their former density. Occasionally flowering in early autumn, as on 30 September
2005 in the thicket by the Refectory, after a dry spring and a wet early August.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m> 10,000 m>
2 3 5 8 35

Ascot: completely dominant in the woodlands of Frognall [942678] beneath Pinus sylvestris and
Betula pendula, shaing out all potentially interesting flora. Much more dominant than anywhere in
Silwood Park, next door.

East Berks: not in Druce. Forming particularly dense and impenetrable thickets in the woodlands to
the west of Wokingham [7868]. There is a particular stretch of road between Barkham and
Sindlesham, past Bear Wood Golf Club, where there are high walls of rhododendrons on both sides
and no footpath. Locally abundant in old woods at Billingbear [8272]. 33% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all
squares

West Berks: first recorded for Berkshire in 1918 from Aldermaston. Occasional in the Kennet valley,
south of 75, and in the Northern Loop. Absent elsewhere except for a single record from the Esso
Reserve Plantation at Milton Hill [4790]. Atlas 2000: all except [27], [37], [38], [48], [58], [59],
[68], [69]

Rhododendron luteum Sweet Yellow Azalea emi4

Plantations on acid soil; very local but established and increasing according to Bowen (I do not see
much evidence of this). The flowers are delightfully fragrant.

Silwood Park: very commonly planted in the woodlands around the Manor House. Self-sown at a
single site (5 plants in the beech clearing on the Cannon Path from 1998-2008), and absent from all of
the naturally regenerated woodlands. On the Crown Estates side of Cheapside Road opposite Pound
Hill Field in May 2002.
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Ascot: two self-sown plants at Englemere next to the Pyrola patch opposite Whitmore Bog Cottages
(1985-2006), also at Coronation Road, Kings Beeches. Very commonly naturalised in the Crown
Estate woodlands at Buttersteep in 2002.

East Berks: not in Druce. Heath Lake (1961), Arborfield Grange (1965), Whiteknights wilderness
(1965), Bearwood (1966), Wellington College (1963), Rapley Lake [9064] and [8964] (1966-99), St
Leonard’s (1969), Dukes Hill golf course (1986). Recently at Bearwood College and in other
woodlands west of Wokingham, Longmoor, Wellington College, North Crowthorne, Park Wood,
Windsor Great Park, Frogmore. 2% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all except [78], [87]

West Berks: just one record from Bagley Wood [50]. Atlas 2000: [50]

9 Rhododendron R. aberconwayi, R. ‘Accomplishment’, R. ‘Addy Wery’, R. ‘Albatross Townhill
Pink’, R. ‘Albatross Townhill White’, R. albrechtii, R. ‘Alice’, R. ‘Amoenum Coccineum’, R.
‘Annabella’, R. anwheiense, R. ‘Apricot Lady Chamberlain’, R. arboreum ‘Blood Red’, R. arboreum
‘Pink Form’, R. arboreum subsp. cinnamomeum var. roseum ‘Tony Schilling’, R. ‘Argosy’, R.
argyrophyllum subsp. nankingense ‘Chinese Silver’, R. ‘Arthur Stevens’, R. auriculatum, R.
austrinum, R. ‘Baden-Baden’, R. ‘Bagshot Ruby’, R. ‘Bashful’, R. ‘Beatrice Keir’, R. ‘Beauty of
Littleworth’, R. ‘Beethoven’, R. ‘Betty’, R. ‘Betty Wormald’, R. ‘Blue Peter’, R. ‘Blue Tit’, R. ‘Bow
Bells’, R. ‘Britannia’, R. ‘Brocade’, R. bureaui, R. bureavii, R. calophytum, R. calophytum var.
openshawianum, R. campanulatum ‘Knap Hill’, R. ‘Carita Golden Dream’, R. ‘Carita Inchmery’, R.
‘Carmen’, R. ‘Catawbiense Grandiflorum’, R. ‘Cecile’, R. ‘Charlotte de Rothschild’, R. ‘Chelsea
Seventy’, R. ‘Chevalier Félix de Sauvage’, R. ‘Christmas Cheer’, R. ciliatum, R. cinnabarinum subsp.
xanthocodon, R. ‘Coccineum Speciosum’, R. concinnum Pseudoyanthinum group, R. ‘Corneille’, R.
‘Countess of Haddington’, R. ‘Creeping Jenny’, R. ‘Crest’, R. ‘Cunningham’s White’, R. ‘Curlew’, R.
‘Cynthia’, R. dauricum ‘Midwinter’, R. ‘David’, R. davidsonianum, R. ‘Daviesii’, R.
‘Delicatissimum’, R. decorum, R. dichroanthum, R. ‘Doctor M. Oosthoek’, R. ‘Dopey’, R.
edgeworthii, R. ‘Egret’, R. ‘Elisabeth Hobbie’, R. Elizabeth group, R. ‘Elsie Straver’, R. Fairy Light
group, R. falconeri, R. falconeri subsp. eximium, R. fastigiatum, R. ‘Fastuosum Flore Pleno’, R.
‘Fedora’, R. formosum, R. forrestii subsp. forrestii ‘Repens’, R. fortunei subsp. discolor, R. fortunei
subsp. discolor ‘John Elcock’, R. ‘Fragrantissimum’, R. ‘Frank Baum’, R. fulvum, R. ‘Furnivall’s
Daughter’, R. ‘Fusilier’, R. ‘George Johnstone’, R. ‘Golden Oriole’, R. ‘Golden Torch’, R. ‘Gomer
Waterer’, R. ‘Grayswood Pink’, R. ‘Grumpy’, R. hemsleyanum X Polar Bear group, R. ‘Hino-
crimson’, R. ‘Hinode-giri’, R. ‘Hinomayo’, R. hodgsonii, R. ‘Hotspur Red’, R. ‘Hydon Dawn’, R.
‘Hydon Hunter’, R. ‘Ima-shojo’, R. ‘Irene Koster’, R. ‘Irohayama’, R. ‘James Burchett’, R. ‘John
Cairns’, R. ‘Joyful’, R. kaempferi, R. ‘Kirin’, R. ‘Klondyke’, R. ‘Kluis Sensation’, R. ‘Knap Hill
Apricot’, R. ‘Lady Alice Fitzwilliam’, R. ‘Lady Clementine Mitford’, R. ‘Lee’s Dark Purple’, R.
‘Lem’s Cameo’, R. lindleyi, R. ‘Lodauric Iceberg’, R. ‘Loderi Game Chick’, R. ‘Loderi King George’,
R. ‘Loderi Pink Diamond’, R. ‘Loderi Venus’, R. ‘Loderi White Diamond’, R. ‘Loder’s White’, R.
‘Lovely William’, R. lutescens ‘Bagshot Sands’, R. luteum, R. macabeanum, R. ‘Marinus Koster’, R.
‘Markeeta’s Prize’, R. ‘Michael Waterer’, R. ‘Minterne Cinnkeys’, R. ‘Moerheim’, R. Moonstone
group, R. ‘Morgenrot’, R. morii, R. ‘Morning Cloud’, R. ‘Mother’s Day’, R. moupinense, R. ‘Mrs
A.T. de la Mare’, R. ‘Mrs Furnivall’, R. ‘Mrs G.W. Leak’, R. ‘Mrs Lionel de Rothschild’, R.
mucronulatum ‘Cornell Pink’, R. mucronulatum ‘Winter Brightness’, R. ‘Nancy Waterer’, R.
‘Narcissiflorum’, R. ‘Niagara’, R. niveum, R. ‘Norma’, R. nuttallii, R. ‘Orange Beauty’, R. oreodoxa
var. fargesii, R. ‘Oxydol’, R. ‘Palestrina’, R. ‘Percy Wiseman’, R. ‘Persil’, R. ‘Pippa’, R. ‘Praecox’, R.
‘Princess Alice’, R. ‘Professor Hugo de Vries’, R. ‘Purple Splendour’, R. quinquefolium, R.
‘Razorbill’, R. ‘Red Carpet’, R. reticulatum, R. rex subsp. fictolacteum, R. rex subsp. rex ‘Quartz’, R.
‘Rosebud’, R. roxieanum, R. ‘Roza Stevenson’, R. ‘Saint Tudy’, R. ‘Sapphire’, R. ‘Sappho’, R.
sargentianum, R. ‘Scarlet Wonder’, R. ‘Seven Stars’, R. ‘Silver Sixpence’, R. ‘Sir Charles Lemon’, R.
‘Sleepy’, R. ‘Snipe’, R. ‘Snow Lady’, R. ‘Songbird’, R. ‘Souvenir of Anthony Waterer’, R. ‘Spek’s
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Orange’, R. ‘Spring Magic’, R. ‘Strawberry Ice’, R. ‘Streatley’, R. ‘Summer Fragrance’, R. ‘Surrey
Heath’, R. ‘Susan’, R. sutchuenense, R. ‘Swamp Beauty’, R. ‘Sweet Simplicity’, R. ‘Taurus’, R.
‘Temple Belle’, R. ‘Tessa Roza’, R. ‘The Hon. Jean Marie de Montague’, R. ‘The Master’, R.
thomsoni, R. ‘Titian Beauty’, R. ‘Trewithen Orange’, R. ‘Unique’, R. ‘Vanessa Pastel’, R.
veitchianum, R. ‘“Veryan Bay’, R. viscosum, R. ‘“Vulcan’, R. “Vuyk’s Rosyred’, R. ‘Vuyk’s Scarlet’, R.
‘White Swan’, R. williamsianum, R. ‘Windlesham Scarlet’, R. ‘Wishmoor’, R. yakushimanum
‘Koichiro Wada’, R. ‘Yellow Hammer’, R. yunnanense ‘Openwood’

The National Collection of Rhododendron (632 species) is held in Valley Gardens and Saville
Gardens at Virginia Water, and Azaleodendron (9 cultivars) is held at Milford Lake House at
Burghclere near Newbury

Kalmia polifolia Wangenh. Bog-laurel em4
East Berks: not in Druce or Bowen. In 3 sites in and around Dukeshill golf course (1984-86)
[900640], [902652] and [912652]. Outside our area, but close by, in a wet bog on Chobham Common
(96D2, Lousley, 1976); in a “dangerous bog” away from tracks and screened by sallows and birches
(1910). Probably escaped by bird dispersal from one of the many nurseries on the A30 nearby.

West Berks: no records.

[Kalmia angustifolia L. Sheep-laurel] em4
Not in Druce or Bowen. Outside our area, but close by, at the end of Sunningdale golf course [9462],
in a neo-bog (Lousley 1976) with Calluna and Erica tetralix. Perhaps bird dispersed from nearby
nurseries. Found in 1968 and originally confused with the 1910 record of K. polifolia, but they are
some distance apart. Told by its longer petioles (4-8mm compared with 0-3mm in K. polifolia).

West Berks: no records.

4 Kalmia K. angustifolia f. rubra, K. latifolia, K. latifolia ‘Ostbo Red’, K. polifolia

4| Enkianthus FE. campanulatus , E. campanulatus ‘Red Bells’, E. cernuus f. rubens, E. chinensis

4 Oxydendrum O. arboreum

4| Zenobia Z. pulverulenta (also at Tower Hill in 1965).

4| Phyllodoce P. aleutica, P. caerulea, P. empetriformis, P. X intermedia ‘Fred Stoker’, P. nipponica

Daboecia cantabrica (Huds.) K. Koch St Dabeoc’s Heath o chw 7
Vaccinium cantabricum Hudson

Told from Erica by its much bigger individual flowers and by its alternate (not whorled) leaves.
Silwood Park: occasional in heathy grass on the western side of the Cannon Path leading to the
Sundial. These plants have persisted in heavily rabbit-grazed turf since 1979, but it is not clear if they

are self-sown here, or survivors of a planted heather bed that has subsequently disappeared.

Ascot: very local and rare. Long established with Erica vagans on a grave in Sunningdale churchyard
(1979-2004).
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East Berks: no other records.

West Berks: Hen Wood [40] in 1920, Bagley Wood (RNG) [50] in 1951, Jarn Mound [40] in 1961,
Youlbury [40] in 1964.

9 Daboecia  D. cantabrica f. alba, D. cantabrica ‘Atropurpurea’, D. cantabrica ‘Bicolor’, D.
cantabrica ‘David Moss’, D. cantabrica ‘Praegerae’, D. cantabrica subsp. scotica ‘William
Buchanan’

The National Collection of Pieris (9 species and 93 cultivars) is held in Valley Gardens at Virginia
Water.

9| Pieris P. ‘Flaming Silver’, P. ‘Flamingo’, P. ‘Forest Flame’, P. formosa var. forrestii “Wakehurst’,
P. japonica, P. japonica ‘Debutante’, P. japonica ‘Dorothy Wyckoff’, P. japonica ‘Firecrest’, P.
Japonica ‘Little Heath Green’, P. japonica ‘Little Heath’, P. japonica ‘Minor’, P. japonica ‘Mountain
Fire’, P. japonica ‘Pink Delight’, P. japonica ‘Prelude’, P. japonica ‘Purity’, P. japonica
Taiwanensis group, P. japonica ‘Valley Valentine’, P. japonica ‘Variegata’, P. japonica ‘White
Pearl’

Gaultheria shallon Pursh Shallon ens51T
Gaultheria procumbens auct., non L.

Pine woods on acid soils. Lousley (1976) describes this species as locally abundant in heathy places
and open woods, and appearing “quite wild” in adjacent parts of Surrey. His records indicated that the
rapid spread occurred over a period of about 40 years from 1935-1975, so that the plant is “now
common over a large area of the Lower Greensand” (recorded from seventeen 10km squares in
Surrey; Leslie, 1987).

Silwood Park: very local. Naturalised in the shady shrubbery between the front door of the Manor
House and the back of the Reactor Block. Rare on the Science Park, by Garden Wood Bank.

Ascot: locally dominant, approaching pest status under the Scots pines at Englemere and Whitmoor
Bog. There are several patches, each more than 20m across, but they have not grown appreciably in
size over the period 1980-2000. Extensive mechanical clearance of the Shallon patches close to the
car park at Englemere was attempted in May 2002. Also on all of the nearby heathy golf courses.
Lane west of Englemere Pond (1970), Swinley (1970). Recently at Tower Hill, Coronation Road,
Buttersteep, Swinley, Blane’s Allotment, Royal Berkshire golf course (now stripped of its “Royal”
and just plain “Berkshire”), Sunningdale Park, North Ascot.

East Berks: not in Druce. Bearwood (RNG) in 1965, Caesars Camp (1972). Recently at Bearwood
College, Martins Heron. 1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [76], [86], [96], [97]

West Berks: Youlbury [40] in 1964. Atlas 2000: [46], [40], [66]
Gaultheria mucronata (L.f)) Hook. & Am. Prickly Heath enb5
Arbutus mucronata L.f.

Pernettya mucronata (L.f.) Gaudich. ex Sprengel

Woodland on acid soil; usually planted or outcast, occasionally self-sown, sometimes locally
dominant.
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Ascot: not in Druce. Tower Hill (1966), Silwood Park (1980), common on woodland rides at
Buttersteep in 2002.

East Berks: St Sebastian’s churchyard at Crowthorne (1987). Increasing and believed to be bird-
sown. Atlas 2000: [86]

West Berks: no records.

The National Collection of Pernettya (12 species and 28 cultivars) is held in the Heather Garden on
the edge of Smiths Lawn next to the Valley Gardens above Virginia Water.

9§ Gaultehria G. cuneata, G. mucronata ‘Bell’s Seedling’, G. mucronata ‘Crimsonia’, G. mucronata
‘Lilian’, G. mucronata ‘Signaal’, G. mucronata ‘Sneeuwwitje’, G. procumbens, G. X wisleyensis
‘Pink Pixie’, G. X wisleyensis ‘Wisley Pearl’

94| Leucothoe L. keiskei ‘Royal Ruby’, L. walteri ‘Rainbow’, L. ‘Zeblid’
Arbutus unedo L. Strawberry-tree e m 10

Silwood Park: this tree grows extremely well at Silwood, and the individual next to the Drive
opposite Silwood Lodge is one of the largest Strawberry-trees in the area. A few of the recent
plantings suffered a mystery canopy dieback in 1999. No signs of natural regeneration.

East Berks: in a plantation at Foxhill (1974), North Ascot (1974), Northcourt [7963] (1979). Atlas
2000: no records.

West Berks: planted at Jarn Mound [40] in 1933. Atlas 2000: no records.
4 Arbutus A. X andrachnoides, A. menziesii, A. unedo, A. unedo f. rubra,

Calluna vulgaris (L.) Hull Heather n7
Calluna erica
Erica vulgaris L.

Locally dominant on acid heaths and under pines, on commons, and in dry sandy places, locally
common and generally distributed on acid soils, but absent from calcareous soils. From time to time,
patches of heather may be stripped bare by larvae and adults of the Heather Beetle Lochmaea
suturalis. The massive hairy caterpillars of Oak Eggar Lasiocampa quercus (black bands and white
marks along the sides), and Fox Moth Macrothyacia rubi (all black with thin golden rings) will often
be found, along with the conspicuous cocoons of the Emperor Moth Pavonia pavoina, which
overwinters in its tough, ginger-coloured pupal cases, high up on the heather stems.

NVC: H 2,3; M 13,16,21,24; MG 5; OV 27; U 1,2,20; W 4,15,16,23

Silwood Park: formerly much more abundant than it is now. Within Ted Green’s memory, for
example, the bracken community that dominates all of Gunness’s Ridge was covered by heather. In
my own recollection (post-1971) The Heath to the west of the Cannon Path has changed from heather,
first to a Deschampsia flexuosa monoculture (beautiful in flower in mid-summer with its wine-red
stems), and then to birch scrub. The patches of heathland on Observatory Ridge and Elm Slope have
all but disappeared. The only good surviving heather patch lies between the Croquet Lawn and East
Block; the are the last remnants of the once-extensive “Waste” of Beggar’s Bush. The cause of the
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decline is unknown, but eutrophication from atmospheric nitrogen input, coupled with intense rabbit
grazing, may be involved. Small patches of prostrate plants, dwarfed by regular mowing, dot the
heathy lawns around the Lily Pond and the Croquet Lawn. Also in The Marsh, South Lodge, Drive
Lawns, Merten’s Acres, Science Park. The restoration of The Heath began with the erection of a
rabbit fence in 2000; by July 2002 the first few Heather plants had appeared (presumably from the
seed bank) and were growing vigorously, but the site was still dominated by Holcus mollis (see
Deschampsia flexuosa). Heather thrived in 2003, but in September 2004 there was mass dieback of
the young heather plants, perhaps as a result of Heather Beetle attack. Particularly fine in flower in
late August 2007 after the wettest summer on record (after the driest April).

There is an interesting population of Calluna on the Chalk Plots. These were laid out with chalk
imported from Maidenhead Thicket with various dilutions of Silwood soil: none, 25%, 50%, etc. As
the amount of chalk was reduced, the amount of peat incorporated was increased. On the 3 plots that
received substantial amounts of peat, and only very small amounts of chalk, the heather seeds that
were unintentionally introduced with the peat germinated and eventually formed tall monocultures on
Plots 2 and 3 (plot 1 was an uncultivated control which received no peat and showed no heather
regeneration). First plant seen in 1984. Dominant on Plot 2 by 1990 and frequent on plot 3. Spread to
Plot 4 by 1994. The plants on Plots 2 and 3 were beginning to senesce in May 2004 and were starting
to be invaded by grasses. Heather seeds were sown in the Nash’s Field experiment, in Blocks G, H
and J in October 1991, but never grew.

1 m? 10 m? 100 m? 1000 m? 10,000 m?
0 0 3 3 7

Ascot: locally abundant in the centre of the Racecourse south of the Cricket Wicket, in the Crown
Estate woodlands and in the fen-meadow to the east of Ascot Station. Dominant on the steep sloping
banks of the raised reservoir on Truss Hill Road in Sunninghill [935676] growing with
Anthoxanthum, Rumex acetosella, Pilosella officinarum and Plantago lanceolata.

East Berks: widespread and locally abundant on Sandhurst, Bracknell and Bagshot Heaths along the
Surrey border, but absent or rare to the north of this. However, the best expanses of heather are just
south of our area on Chobham Common National Nature Reserve [96] in Surrey. 16% (1km?). Atlas
2000: [76], [77], [86], [87], [88], [96], [97]

West Berks: frequent in the heathy parts of the south-east (east of 45 and south of 70), but absent
from most of the area, save for a few records from the Northern Loop (e.g. there is a tiny clump on
the closely grazed hill top at Hurst Hill [4704], Youlbury Woods [40], Hitch Copse and Frilford
Heath golf course [49]). Atlas 2000: [36], [46], [47], [49], [40], [56], [57], [66]

9 Calluna C. vulgaris ‘Alba Plena’, ‘Allegro’, ‘Annemarie’, ‘Beoley Gold’, ‘Blazeaway’,
‘Boskoop’, ‘County Wicklow’, ‘Cuprea’, ‘Dark Beauty’, ‘Dark Star’, ‘Darkness’, ‘Firefly’,
‘Flamingo’, ‘Fred J. Chapple’, ‘Gold Haze’, ‘Golden Carpet’, ‘H.E. Beale’, ‘Hammondii Aureifolia’,
‘J.H. Hamilton’, ‘Joy Vanstone’, ‘Kinlochruel’, ‘Multicolor’, ‘My Dream’, ‘Oiseval’, ‘Peter Sparkes’,
‘Red Haze’, ‘Robert Chapman’, ‘Schurig’s Sensation’, ‘Silver Knight’, ‘Silver Queen’, ‘Sir John
Charrington’, ‘Sister Anne’, ‘Spring Cream’, ‘Spring Torch’, ‘Sunset’, ‘Tib’, ‘Wickwar Flame’,
‘Winter Chocolate’

Erica ciliaris L. Dorset Heath en7

West Berks: introduced and long established at Jarn Mound [4802] in 1933.
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Erica tetralix L. Cross-leaved Heath n7y4

Restricted to the wetter parts of acid heathland, mires and boggy birch woods. Declining through
drainage, housing development and eutrophication from atmospheric inputs of nitrogen. These trends
will be exacerbated by climate warming, especially by drier summers. White flowered plants occur
occasionally, as in the bog at Poppy Hills, north of Sandhurst.

NVC: H2,3; M 13,16,21,24; W 4

Ascot: The Orangery, Tower Hill, Swinley Brick Pits, Swinley Golf course, Kingsride, Coronation
Road, in the short, heathy rough of the golf course on Ascot Heath, but absent from Silwood Park.

East Berks: “common in Bagshot, Sunninghill, Bulmarsh, Wokingham, Ambarrow, Windsor Great
Park, abundant near Sandhurst and covers considerable areas of country in this district. White
flowered forms at Broadmoor and Sandhurst” (Druce). It is certainly not “common” anywhere now.
Caesar’s Camp, Virginia Water. More restricted in its distribution than Erica cinerea, the undrained
heaths being much less extensive than the dry sandy heaths. Only at all frequent along the Surrey and
Hampshire borders from Virginia Water round to Finchampstead. Recently at Simons Wood, Heath
Lake, Edgebarrow Hill, Wellington College Bog, Pine Hill, Brookers Row, Road Research Lab,
Wildmoor Heath, Owlsmoor, Broadmoor, Wishmoor Bottom, Poppy Hills, Devil’s Highway, Mill
Pond (with an excellent stand of Myrica gale), Rapley Lake, Blane’s Allotment, Swinley Park,
Martins Heron. 6% (lkmz). Atlas 2000: all except [78], [88]

West Berks: native only on the southern heaths of the Kennet valley, probably introduced elsewhere.
At its best in the mires on Snelsmore Common. With Narthecium ossifragum, Genista anglica and
Cirsium dissectum in the fine fragment of bog on Inkpen Common [38215 63997]. Atlas 2000: [36],
[46], [47], [40], [56], [57], [66]

Erica terminalis Salisb. Corsican Heath en7
West Berks: in the old garden at Youlbury [4803] in 1964 (OXF).
Erica cinerea L. Bell Heather nv

Heathy places; very common in the south of our area. White flowered forms occur at Wellington
College and on Bagshot Heath. Dry heaths, locally frequent in south Berkshire. Absent from
calcareous soils.

NVC: H2,3; 0V 27; U20; W 16

Silwood Park: local and rare, much declined in recent years. EIm Slope, Heather Patch, The Marsh,
Tennis Court Lawns. The population in The Heath on the Cannon Path was killed by rabbit grazing
before 1990. This area was fenced against rabbits in 2000 in an attempt to restore the heathland flora,
and E. cinerea had reappeared by 2004 but was still rare in 2012. The population on Elm Slope is
managed to encourage the Bell Heather, but encroachment by birch and bracken are a constant threat,
over and above the heavy grazing by rabbits. Still locally abundant between Munro Building and the
Croquet Lawn in 2012, and occasional with more Calluna between the Croquet Lawn and the
Japanese Garden.

Ascot: heathy roadsides at The Orangery, woodland rides at Tower Hill, Englemere, Swinley Brick
Pits, Swinley Golf course, Kingsride, Coronation Road, in the short rough of Ascot Heath golf course,
Kings Beeches, Sunninghill, Sunningdale, in close-cut, heathy lawns in Charters Road, waysides in
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North Ascot. Locally abundant in short turf with Pilosella officinarum and on old graves in South
Ascot churchyard. Locally frequent in heathy ground by the hockey pitch in Frognall [939677] in
September 2005.

East Berks: frequent in [86] and [97], but rare, absent or extinct elsewhere. Outside of [86] there are
recent records from Farley Court, Longmoor Bog, Wheatlands, West Emmbrook, South Forest, on
dry banks and heathy rides throughout Windsor Great Park and the Crown Estates woodlands. 13%
(1km?). Atlas 2000: all except [78], [88]

West Berks: all but restricted to the heaths of the south-east in [46], [47], [56], [57], [66]. Two
outlying stations in the Thames valley at Buckland Warren [344956] and Boars Hill [40]. Atlas 2000:
[36], [46], [47], [40], [56], [57], [66]

Erica erigena R. Ross [rish Heath em5
Erica herbacea auct., non L.
Erica mediterranea L. var. hibernica Hook. & Arn.

This is a tall erect plant (1.2-2m) with hairy young stems and the projections (flanges) down the stems
from the base of the petioles to less than half way to the next node. The corolla is more urceolate
(4mm) than in E. carnea.

West Berks: planted at Jarn Mound on Boars Hill [4802] in 1933.
Erica vagans L. Cornish Heath enb6

Planted in graveyards. This plant has very long pedicels, and anthers that project well beyond the
mouth of the corolla.

Silwood Park: on a grave in Sunninghill churchyard (1988).

Ascot: very local, dominating a single grave in Sunningdale churchyard (2001) with Daboecia
cantabrica.

East Berks: not in Druce. Planted but very rare on acid soils; Bulmershe Park (1883), Bagshot (1931),
at Heath Lake on Nine Mile Ride (RNG) by J.E. Lousley in 1961, Easthampstead Park by Bowen
(1965), then again under pines at Heath Lake Crowthorne (OXF) by R.C. Palmer in 1970. Now more
commonly planted on graves than in Bowen’s time. <1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [76], [96]

West Berks: Jarn Mound [4802] in 1961 (still frequent in 2001), Youlbury [4803] in 1964 (OXF),
Greenham Common [503655] in 1970. Completely dominating a single grave in the churchyard at
Woodland St Mary [3474], but not spread beyond where it was planted; March 2001. On a grave in
Bucklebury churchyard [5570] in 2002. Atlas 2000: no records.

Erica carnea L. Winter Heath en 12
Erica herbacea L.

Very popular winter-flowering garden plants with short pedicels and protruding anthers that lack
appendages. The stems are prostrate and hairless with short (6-8mm) leaves. White flowered forms
(like E. ‘Springwood White’) and purple flowered forms (like E. ‘Ann Sparkes’) are often planted on
graves in church yards.
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Silwood Park: on several graves at Ashurst.
East Berks: common in Warfield graveyard (2000).
Erica x darleyensis Bean. = E. erigena x E. carnea

There are several popular horticultural forms of this hybrid, often with cream to reddish tints to the
foliage on very young shoots. It is more bushy and multi-stemmed than E. carnea with longer leaves
(to 13mm). Told from E. erigena by its much shorter stature (to 60cm) and stem flanges running all
the way (or at least more than half way) to the next lowest node. E. ‘Arthur Johnson’ has lilac pink
flowers and E. ‘White Perfection’ has white flowers.

East Berks: Winkfield and Warfield churchyards, Windsor, Reading.

§ Erica E. arborea, E. arborea ‘Albert’s Gold’, E. arborea var. alpina, E. arborea ‘Estrella Gold’,
E. australis, E. australis ‘Riverslea’, E. carnea ‘Adrienne Duncan’, E. carnea ‘Ann Sparkes’, E.
carnea ‘Aurea’, E. carnea ‘Challenger’, E. carnea ‘December Red’, E. carnea ‘Foxhollow’, E.
carnea ‘Golden Starlet’, E. carnea ‘King George’, E. carnea ‘Loughrigg’, E. carnea ‘March
Seedling’, E. carnea ‘Myretoun Ruby’, E. carnea ‘Pink Spangles’, E. carnea ‘Praccox Rubra’, E.
carnea ‘Springwood Pink’, E. carnea ‘Springwood White’, E. carnea ‘Vivellii’, E. carnea
‘Westwood Yellow’, E. cinerea ‘Alba Minor’, E. cinerea ‘Hookstone White’, E. cinerea ‘Pink Ice’,
E. cinerea ‘Stephen Davis’, E. cinerea ‘Velvet Night’, E. X darleyensis ‘Ada S. Collings’, E. X
darleyensis ‘Arthur Johnson’, E. X darleyensis ‘Darley Dale’, E. X darleyensis ‘Furzey’, E. X
darleyensis ‘Ghost Hills’, E. X darleyensis ‘Jack H. Brummage’, E. X darleyensis ‘Kramer’s Rote’, E.
X darleyensis ‘Silberschmelze’, E. X darleyensis ‘White Perfection’, E. erigena ‘Brightness’, E.
erigena ‘Golden Lady’, E. erigena ‘Irish Dusk’, E. erigena ‘W.T. Rackliff’, E. X stuartii ‘Irish
Lemon’, E. terminalis, E. tetralix ‘Alba Mollis’, E. tetralix ‘Con Underwood’, E. vagans ‘Lyonesse’,
E. vagans ‘Mrs D.F. Maxwell’, E. vagans ‘Saint Keverne’, E. vagans ‘Valerie Proudley’, E. X veitchii
‘Gold Tips’

4 Cassiope C. ‘Edinburgh’, C. lycopodioides ‘Beatrice Lilley’, C. ‘Muirhead’, C. ‘Randle Cooke’

Vaccinium vitis-idaea L. Cowberry n 6
Rhodococcum vitis-idaea (L.) Avrorin

East Berks: this is an extraordinary record, many miles away from its nearest native site. Very rare.
Confined to a single patch of heathland opposite Broadmoor Hospital for the Criminally Insane, close
to road works [860645] where the Devil’s Highway passes under the new road from Bracknell to
Camberley. Possibly introduced with landscaping plants that were used on the embankments of the
road, which opened in 1992. First record 1998. Atlas 2000: [86]

Vaccinium myrtillus L. Bilberry n 4
Woods and heaths on the acid sands, locally dominant in the ground layer of some kinds of oak and
pine woodland. Absent from the chalk and clay.

NVC: H2; U 2,20; W 4,10,15,16

Ascot: very local and rare. Kingsride, Buttersteep, Blane’s Allotment, Swinley, Tower Hill. Not in
Silwood Park.
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East Berks: locally common in [86] but rare or absent elsewhere; Sandhurst, Broadmoor, Long Moor,
Caesar’s Camp, Easthampstead, Sunningdale, Virginia Water, Windsor Great Park, Whortleberry
Hill. Rapley’s Farm, Ascot, Wellington College. Recently at Edgebarrow Hill, Wellington College,
Pine Hill, Brookers Row, Broadmoor, Hut Hill, Devil’s Highway, Caesar’s Camp, Wishmoor Bottom,
Bracknell Forest, Swinley Park, Windsor Great Park. 4% (1km?). Atlas 2000: [86], [96], [97]

West Berks: restricted to the Kennet heaths in the south-east: Greenham Common [46], Snelsmore
Common [47], Cold Ash, Crookham Common, Holly Wood, Bucklebury Upper and Lower Commons
and Wasing Wood [56], Frilsham Common and Fence Wood [57], Benyon’s Inclosure [66]. Planted
at Jarn Mound [4802] but long extinct there. Atlas 2000: [46], [47], [56], [57], [66],

9 Vaccinium V. corymbosum, V. delavayi, V. floribundum, V. glaucoalbum, V. macrocarpon, V.
nummularia, V. ovatum, V. padifolium

PYROLACEAE
Pyrola minor L. Common Wintergreen chh 6
Woods and plantations on acid soils, often under pines; very local and rare.

Ascot: a local speciality. The first record: “Without flowers in a coppice of oak and birch scrub, a
short half mile across the bog, eastwards from Ascot Station” (Watson, 1871). In a boggy wood west
of the main road at Ascot Station in 1975 (OXF) [9168]. I can not find either of these two sites
(although both may be errors for Englemere; west not “eastwards” in the first case, and an easting of
90 not 91 in the second case). Tower Hill (1966). There is still a small patch at Whitmoor Bog close
to the security gates to the gas depot [892685] (1987-2004). Very local and rare under pines at
Englemere [902684], close to the style by the railway bridge opposite Whitmoor Bog Cottages. I
have pulled up the overgrowing bracken fronds and cut back the brambles each year in May since
1980, and the patch is thriving but spreading only slowly, measuring Sm x 3m in spring 1999, 6m x
3m in 2002 and 8m x 3m in 2004 and dominating 9m of the path-side with outlying plants up to
12.5m away by 28 May 2006. Still along 9m of path side in the original patch on 27 April 2007, but
the second patch, closer to the cottages, occupied 2m of the path side beyond the yellow azalea. When
the bracken was pulled on 17 May 2008, the patch was 10m long, with a 2m gap and then a 3m patch
towards the cottages. The larger patch was dying out in the middle with a 3m long semi-circular gap
containing Epipactis seedlings.

East Berks: “plentiful on Finchampstead Ridges, near the Spout Pond” (Druce, 1897). Wellington
College (RNG) [8363] in 1928 and 1961, Honeyhill [823664] in 1965, pine wood at Broadmoor
Bottom [856628] in 1970, in damp alder wood at Long Moor [7865] in 1983, Royal Military
Academy Sandhurst in a pine-wood on Windsor Ride [865619] in 1983, on the north side of Heath
Ride on Barkham Ride [817639] in 1986, south-west of Heath Pond [811639] in 1986. There is a
good population on the trackside in the pine woods at Upper Star Post adjacent to the reservoir
[873646], consisting of two patches (4m long and 2.5m) in June 2002, planted by Ted Green in the
1970s. The best population at the moment is in the birch woodland to the north-west of Heath Pond in
Simon’s Wood [813642]; the largest of the patches stretched along 32m of the pathside in May 2002,
and there was a smaller patch 100m to the south. Simon Weeks reported c. 2000 plants from a patch
in Simons Wood (NT), Finchampstead, at [8096 6400] in 2013.

West Berks: no records.
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Pyrola rotundifolia L. Round-leaved Wintergreen e hr 7 ¥}
Pyrola rotundifolia subsp. rotundifolia

The style is distinctly bent (it is straight in P. minor).

West Berks: collected by P.J. Greenway in Bagley Wood [50] in 1928 (OXF). Surely planted?

MONOTROPACEAE

Monotropa hypopitys L. Yellow Bird’s-nest grh 6
Monotropa hypopitys subsp. hypophegea (Wallr.) Holmboe

Monotropa hypophegea Wallr.

Monotropa hypopitys L. var. glabra Roth

In woods of beech on chalky soils, very local and rather rare; typically grows in deep leaf litter.
Almost restricted to the Thames valley.

Ascot: found by Ted Green under pines at Swinley [9068] in 1968. Not seen since.

East Berks: in the woods of Park Place (OXF) in1871, near the path on the upper side of Bisham
Wood coming up even in the path (HULL) in 1863, between Henley and Marlow, Quarry Wood,
Wellington College (1966). Hurley (1966), Bisham Woods (1961), Ambarrow Hill (1981). Atlas
2000: [78], [88]

West Berks: all but confined to the Thames valley from Wytham down to Reading with outlying
stations at Wescot Down, above Sparsholt Down and Kingston Warren [38] and Buckland (OXF)
[39]. Wytham [40], AWRE Aldermaston [56], Ashampstead Common [57], Cholsey (BM) in 1839
and Streatley in 1872 (OXF, BM and RNG) [58], Sulham Woods (RDG) and Basildon (OXF and

LAN) [67]. It grows on the southern edge of the road by Bridges Farm [652654] near Five Oaken.
Atlas 2000: [40], [58], [66], [67]

STYRACACEAE
4| Halesia H. carolina, H. monticola, H. monticola var. vestita
9 Pterostyrax P. hispida

9§ Styrax S. hemsleyanus, S. japonicus, S. obassia

PRIMULACEAE

Primula vulgaris Huds. Primrose hr 2 4
Primula veris L. var. acaulis L.
Primula acaulis (L.) Hill

Oak woods, especially after coppicing, thickets and hedge-banks; generally distributed but least
abundant on the acid sands. Lousley (1976) writes “almost all accessible primrose roots have been
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removed to gardens - usually to die. During the last 50 years I have seen [the zone cleared of
primroses around London] pushed steadily farther and farther out, until now the plant only survives
on railway banks and in woods from which the public is excluded”. Sometimes recorded in error for
single-flowered forms of the hybrid Polyanthus, especially in towns and near houses. The true
primrose has larger, darker green leaves, held more upright and with pink to blood-red petioles.

NVC: W 8,10,12,22,25

Silwood Park: local and rare. One plant on the upturned rootball of a fallen tree in The Swamp on 12
August 1982. One clump in Nash’s Copse (after painstaking search) on 15 April 1980, probably
picked to near-extinction here by dog-walkers from Cheapside. South Lodge, one plant in the
southern verge of the busy London Road on 16 April 2000. Rare on the cinder pot-standing at the
Greenhouses on 15 April 2002. One plant in the third year after the fence was erected at the
Rhododendron Collection behind the Tennis Court on 22 February 2008. A single plant on the
Silwood Verge of the mini-roundabout at Ashurst on 4 April 2008.

Ascot: a superb display of many hundreds of plants on banks in the triangle of land where the
Reading and Guildford railway tracks diverge just west of the station; this is a place where trespassers
never go; 20 March 2000. This population survived the intense railway work of 2003, and Primrose
was still common in April 2004. Shaded stream banks in Sunningwell Bog, above the Hottonia pond.
Blacknest Park, Heatherwood Hospital, Coronation Road, Charters Road, Sunningdale, but especially
in places like Ascot Place and Sunninghill Park where security is tighter and there is little trespass.

East Berks: occasional throughout, but uncommon on the acid soils in the south-east. Locally frequent
in the ancient woodlands bordering the M4 motorway in [87], as at Billingbear and Great Wood, and
in the Crown Estates woodlands at Holliday Plain [9274]. 26% (1km?). On railway banks at Winnersh
in 2004. Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: excellent displays on banks on the southern verge of the M4 Motorway just west of
Junction 13 (Newbury and Wantage) at Snelsmore, and on the northern bank just east of J14 at
Shefford Woodlands, protected by the fact that people can not stop their cars to pick them. Very local
and rare elsewhere, even in the best woodlands like Rivar Copse [350623] and Woodlands St Mary
[3575]. Atlas 2000: all except [68]

Primula x polyantha Mill. = P. vulgaris x P. veris False Oxlip and Polyanthus
Primula x variabilis Goupil, non Touss. Bast.
Primula x tommasinii Gren. & Godron

Abundant in churchyards, occasional in wood margins, thickets and hedge-banks. Not found in
ancient woodland. Polyanthus are often planted or escaped from gardens. The ‘Primrose Group’ have
single flowers on short or long stalks, while the ‘Polyanthus Group’ have several flowers in branched
umbels on long stalks. In many places it is much commoner than P. vulgaris and is often mistaken for
it. Flower colour is highly variable, from primrose yellow, through white and orange to purple or
mauve.

Told from P. vulgaris only by careful attention to leaf shape and pubescence. The leaves are abruptly
contracted to the petiole at the base in P. veris, gradually tapered to the base in P. vulgaris, and
intermediate in the hybrid (and see above). The plant is covered in short straight hairs in P. veris, long
shaggy hairs in P. vulgaris, and is intermediate in the hybrid. Note that although the flowers are
usually borne singly on short pedicels in P. vulgaris, they may sometimes form an umbel on a scape,
so the presence of a flower scape is not a good character for separating the hybrid. Thus, a plant with
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primrose rather than cowslip flowers, but short straight hairs rather than long-shaggy hairs is
Polyanthus.

Silwood Park: occasional in the churchyard at Ashurst, naturalised in grass from individuals
originally planted on graves. Plants with blue, orange, white and red flowers occur along with
primrose yellows; they flower throughout the winter, but are at their best in February. A single yellow
veris-flowered individual in long grass in Water Meadow West [9425 6933] a long way from gardens
on 8 May 2005.

Ascot: in Sunningdale, in the churchyard and on waste ground. Common in South Ascot and Ascot
churchyards.

East Berks: Hurst Grove, in meadows, Whitley, Arborfield, Windsor Forest. Swallowfield Park, Park
Place, Hurley. Particularly common in the grassy triangle around the pond in Shurlock Row [834747].
9% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all squares

West Berks: Ashdown Park [28], Sanham Green [36], Inholmes [37], East Garston [37], More Wood
[46], Welford Park [47], Parsonage Moor, Cothill [49], Appleton Lower Common [40], Wytham [40],
Ashridge Wood and Bucklebury Common [57], Ashampstead [57], Moulsford Downs and Streatley
(LAN) [58], Bere Court, Pangbourne and Sulham [67]. Atlas 2000: all except [50], [69]

Primula veris L. Cowslip hr 4 1

Pastures, hedge-banks, borders of woods, chalk downs, railway banks. “Locally abundant and widely
distributed but evincing a partiality for calcareous pastures but not restricted to them. One of our best-
known plants and a great adornment of the drier pastures and chalk downs, forming a charming
contrast to Orchis morio which often accompanies it” (Druce). Commonest on the chalk, but
decreasing because of grazing and ploughing, often dug up from the wild and removed to gardens.
This is essentially a grassland species whereas P. vulgaris is a woodland plant. Host plant of the Duke
of Burgundy Fritillary Hamearis lucina.

NVC: CG 2-5; MG 1,4,5,9

Silwood Park: probably always introduced, but evidently seed-limited in Silwood. Rare at the edge of
the lawn at the eastern end of the Church at Ashurst on 5 May 1999. In Oak Mead the plant proved to
be seed limited in both grazed and fenced plots in all the Blocks A-E, but only on plots where
competition was reduced (i.e. there was no recruitment on intact grassland plots). There were about 5
plants in each of the 4 m? plots in Block D on 1 May 2000 growing amongst dense perennial grasses.
In 2001, 6 out of 7 sightings were on grazed (rather than fenced) plots, but all of these plots had been
cultivated at the time of recruitment. These were gone by 2002, but one plant had appeared inside the
fenced part of Block B, and there were flowers on 4 of the 8 cultivated plots (1, 2, 3 and 5 stems,
respectively) within the fence of Block E. In April 2003 there were 6 plants in the fenced part of
Block E and 1 plant in the grazed part of Block D. In June 2007 it was present on 2 of the 12 grazed
plots in Block E, 3 in Block D, 2 in Block C, but none in Blocks A or B. Sown in the Chalk Plots in
May 1983 and well established in all of the plots that contain substantial amounts of chalk (i.e. plots
4,5, 6,7 and 8). Peak flowering occurred in 1994, but still growing well in 2000. A superb display in
May 2001 following raking-off of the dense moss cover from all the plots in winter 2000-01. It was in
full flower in mid-April in the early spring of 2002, when there were more than 100 flowering stems
on plots 5-8, with 30 on plot 3 and 50 on plot 5 (none on control plot 1 or on heather plot 2). The plots
were raked free of a deep thatch of moss on 15 February 2008: on 18 April 2008 the plots had the
following numbers of flowering stems (from 1 to 8): 0, 1, 5, 16, 38, 54, 103 and a splendid 195.
Sown in the Nash’s Field experiments in October 1991; seedlings were produced on all the plots, but
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they never established. Plants of unknown origin flowered by the Croquet Lawn in spring 1999. There
were 2 plants at the shady end of the pot-standing by the Greenhouses in April 2002. Occasional in
the New Chalk Plots in Ashurst Four Acre Field in May 2002, and evidently seed-limited; by April
2003 there were only 1-4 stems in 4 of the 16 sown plots. Self-seeding into the lawn at the back of the
Manor House in 2003 (it was planted in the nearby shady bed beneath the Pittosporum in 1999).

Ascot: common in the untended lawns of Tower Court in 2002, but absent from most of the area.

East Berks: occasional on the chalk, but absent or rare on the acid sands along the Surrey and
Hampshire borders. In meadows by the R. Thames at Cookham. In the churchyard at Waltham St
Lawrence. Local and uncommon in small patches on railway banks, as at Winnersh. Frequent on
newly-sown verges of the northern relief road at Quelm Park, Bracknell (1999-2004). 10% (1km?).
Atlas 2000: all squares.

West Berks: locally frequent in fragments of ancient chalk grassland all along the Ridgeway and the
Hampshire Downs, but much reduced in abundance by modern farming practices. Scattered in mown
roadside verges in the north-west, often close to buildings as at Taylor’s Hill, Buscot [249971],
Strattenborough Castle Farm [237922] and Snowswick Farm [224960]. Uncommon in small patches
on railway banks as at Appleford [5293] and Radley [5297]. Atlas 2000: all except [68], [69].

Primula denticulata Sm. Drumstick Primula e hr 5

A popular bedding plant with dense globose heads of pale purple (occasionally white) flowers. Self-
seeding and sometimes escaping.

Silwood Park: in shrubbery around the Refectory.

East Berks: Windsor and Maidenhead, 1995-2004.

Primula pulverulenta Duthie e hr 5
Ascot: by the Outflow Stream through the newly completed grounds at Heronsbrook in May 2004.

West Berks: a garden escape established in a pit in a plantation near Pusey House [358967] in 1966-
71.

Primula florindae Kingdon-Ward Giant Cowslip e hr 5
This is the yellow candelabra primula beloved of bog gardeners.
East Berks: by the new village pond (planted ¢.2000) south of Knowl Hill [825793] in July 2003.

9 Primula P. allionii, P. allionii ‘Anna Griftith’, P. allionii ‘Avalanche’, P. allionii ‘Crowsley
Variety’, P. allionii ‘Snowflake’, P. alpicola, P. alpicola var. alba, P. alpicola var. violacea, P.
auricula ‘Camelot’, P. auricula ‘Chorister’, P. auricula ‘Doublet’, P. auricula ‘Lovebird’, P.
auricula ‘Matthew Yates’, P. auricula ‘Neat and Tidy’, P. auricula ‘Old Yellow Dusty Miller’, P.
auricula ‘Remus’, P. auricula ‘Rolts’, P. auricula ‘Sandwood Bay’, P. auricula ‘Trouble’, P.
‘Beatrice Wooster’, P. beesiana, P. ‘Blue Riband’, P. ‘Blue Sapphire’, P. bulleyana, P. burmanica, P.
capitata, P. capitata subsp. mooreana, P. chionantha, P. chionantha subsp. sinopurpurea, P.
cockburniana, P. concholoba, P. ‘Dawn Ansell’, P. denticulata, P. denticulata var. alba, P. elatior,
P. ‘Ethel Barker’, P. flaccida, P. florindae, P. X forsteri, P. frondosa, P. Gold-laced group, P.
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‘Groeneken’s Glory’, P. ‘Guinevere’, P. halleri, P. involucrata subsp. yargongensis, P. japonica, P.
Jjaponica ‘Miller’s Crimson’, P. japonica ‘Postford White’, P. juliae, P. ‘Ken Dearman’, P. ‘Kinlough
Beauty’, P. ‘Lady Greer’, P. marginata, P. marginata alba, P. marginata ‘Beatrice Lascaris’, P.
marginata ‘Kesselring’s Variety’, P. marginata ‘Linda Pope’, P. marginata ‘Prichard’s Variety’, P.
‘Marie Crousse’, P. ‘Miss Indigo’, P. petiolaris, P. ‘Pink Ice’, P. poissonii, P. polyneura, P. prolifera,
P. X pubescens, P. X pubescens ‘Boothman’s Variety’, P. X pubescens ‘Faldonside’, P. X pubescens
‘Freedom’, P. pulverulenta, P. reidii var. williamsii, P. rosea, P. secundiflora, P. sieboldii, P.
sikkimensis, P. ‘Sunshine Susie’, P. ‘Val Horncastle’, P. vialii, P. ‘Wanda’

Hottonia palustris L. Water-violet hyd 5 |
A local speciality of ditches and ponds with nutrient rich water, mostly near the Thames.

Ascot: very local and rare; a small but thriving population in permanent standing water beneath Salix
cinerea and Iris pseudacorus, growing with big tussocks of Carex curta in the swamp at the western
end of Sunningwell Bog [925682]. The pond is just east of the point where the road past Ascot
Station turns sharply right to go under the railway bridge. The population was in fine condition on 26
May 2002 with several hundred flowering spikes, and still in good order in June 2006. First recorded
from the nearby acid pool of Lower Sole’s Pond east of Ascot Station in 1975 (OXF), where they
were thought to be planted. In fact, these plants are an outlier of the main population, which is 50m to
the south-east, through the boundary fence below the railway embankment. There was still a small
patch close to the north-east shore of Sole’s Pond [925683] in June 2006.

East Berks: all but confined to the Thames meadows: Maidenhead, Windsor (E) in 1848, New Lock,
ponds at the foot of Cookham Down, Sandford Mill, Sandhurst, plentiful in Sonning Meadows,
Coleman’s Moor, Blackwater, Twyford, Hurst, Stanlake, near Loddon Bridge. Ruscombe (1954)
Waltham St Lawrence (1955), ditches between Marlow and Remenham. Decreasing fast. Whitley
Wood [7168] (1956) (LAN). More than 500 plants in Great Lea Pond at Three Mile Cross [709687]
in 1988. Much reduced and still declining. Now rare in the western reaches of the Thames from
Sonning to Cookham but extinct or planted elsewhere. Formerly on the R. Blackwater at Sandhurst.
Still at Cock Marsh, Great Lee Pond and Crazies Hill. <1% (1km2). Atlas 2000: [76], [77], [78], [87],
[88], [96]

West Berks: “In all the ditches about Oxford” in 1666 (Merrett). Scattered records from the length of
the Thames from Carswell down to Reading, rare or extinct in the Kennet valley, absent elsewhere.
Buckland and Carswell [39], Hemp Hole near Newbury [46] in 1809, Abingdon [49], Bablock Hythe
ferry and Wytham [40], Aldermaston [56] in 1987, Cholsey and Moulsford [58], Radley [59], South
Hinksey and Kennington [50], Tilehurst and Theale [67]. Atlas 2000: [39], [46], [49], [40], [56],
[58], [66], [67]

4 Hottonia H. palustris
Cyclamen hederifolium Aiton Cyclamen or Sowbread e h8

Much planted in churchyards and in plantations on the larger estates. Long persistent and occasionally
naturalising. Seldom as a garden throw-out. The early-spring-flowering plant is C. coum.

Silwood Park: long established in deep shade below Cherry Laurel in South Lodge Wood (1971-
2004), on the edge of the garden of South Lodge, obviously an outcast (1982). Ashurst churchyard
rarely naturalised in grass; 1 March 1999.
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Ascot: in the churchyard at Sunningdale. Rare in the verge of Truss Hill Road opposite Upper Village
Road on 1 November 2009, where the Crocus tommasinianus grows.

East Berks: Woodley Green, Binfield Park, Cookham, St Luke’s Maidenhead, Warfield church,
Shottesbrooke churchyard, Wokingham, Bray Court. There were extensive patches at Odney Club in
Cookham [8985] in 2001. 1% (1km?). Atlas 2000: all except [76], [78]

West Berks: common in Great Coxwell churchyard [29] in 2001, in Radley Park [59] but only as
planted specimens (1897). Blewbury cemetery [58] in 1968 and 2004, North Hinksey Church [49] in
1979, near the Chalet in Wytham wood in 1979 and Cumnor churchyard in 2000 [40], Bucklebury
Church [57] in 1984 and 2002, Midgham Park [56] in 1987, Sulham Church [67] in 1987, Ashbury
churchyard [28] in 1988, in an old garden at Kingston Bagpuize House [49] in 1988. Very fine under
the Cherry Tree in Kintbury churchyard [3866] on 3 September 2004. Atlas 2000: all except [47],
[48], [501], [66], [69]

Cyclamen coum Mill. FEastern Cyclamen e h2

Ascot: planted in Sunninghill churchyard (1988). By the roadside on Fireball Hill in Sunningdale
(2001).

East Berks: no other records.

West Berks: in a shrubbery planted in 1923 at Welford Park [47] in 1982. Recently at Bourton Church
[2387], Ashbury Church [2685], Stanford-in-the-Vale Church [3493], Bucklebury [5570]. Superb in
the grounds of Kingston Bagpuize House [4097].

Cyclamen repandum Sibth. & Sm. Spring Cyclamen e h3
West Berks: in a shrubbery planted in 1923 at Welford Park [47] in 1982.

9 Cyclamen C. cilicium, C. cilicium f. album, C. coum subsp. coum f. pallidum ‘Album’, C.
cyprium, C. hederifolium var. hederifolium f. albiflorum, C. intaminatum, C. libanoticum, C.
mirabile, C. pseudibericum, C. purpurascens, C. repandum

Lysimachia nemorum L. Yellow Pimpernel chh 5

Damp